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Letter from the publisher
By Jim Furey
I hardly believe this I just
finished the March issue a
couple of days ago and I am
already starting on the April
issue. It has become a necessity
for me to be more organized
I’m afraid. I went back to work
recently, yes unfortunately
even though the magazine with your support is doing
remarkably well; it doesn’t bring in quite enough for me to
live the life I like. So working for the man is a necessary
evil but maybe not for too much longer. Also if there are
any labor lawyers or one that even knows a little about
labor law that read this rag I would love to talk to you.
Since the last time I wrote we have put on a Lace and
Leather fashion show at Jack’s Iron Horse Bar and Grill,
hopefully it turned out well we will know soon. The Pacific
FORR group has had their Leather and Lace Dance, TJ’S
Bar and Grill and Don’s Speed Shop have put on one of the
first runs of the year and TJ’S Bar and Grill has put on
their first bike show of the year so you know what that
means, yep riding season is here. I think this promises to
be one of the best years ever and people are sending in
their events to us in record numbers. We can’t get
everywhere but we will at the very least always list your
event.
We remain on the lookout for new places to distribute the
publication at and for your input on fun places to go that
are truly biker friendly. I have been pretty much a complete
idiot but recently saw the errors of my ways and I am glad
I did. A fellow biker has been sending in columns and I just
scanned what he sent the first time. So I was thinking it
was a bar that wanted to be listed as biker friendly, then he
sent a second and I’m thinking why did he send me the
same thing again cause this one I didn’t really look at, and
then the other day I got a third so I read it and he is writing
a serial of his experiences from this establishment so you
can read the third installment in this serial this month and
my thanks and apologies to the writer. Have fun, ride hard
and keep the rubber on the road.
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Bike Show of the Millenia
by Rob ‘Bobo’ Belinski
Mark your calendars motorcycle enthusiasts; February
26th is now a historic day in the annals of the St Louis
region’s community. This was the start of the two day
extravaganza known as the ‘Wide Open’ Magazine’s
Bike Show. This was the first huge indoor, solely
motorcycle show in more than two decades and from the
way people thronged to get in, it was obvious that it was
long overdue. The event was a tremendous success
largely because of the efforts of Ralph Roades the
publisher of the magazine.
This was one of the larger shows I have seen. There were
more than 200 participants vying to see who had the best
bike in their respective classes. I heard a few minor
grumblings about some of the class assignments but hey
you are always going to have some who aren’t happy. It
seemed that there were enough classes represented that a
lot of proud owners and builders were recognized for
their efforts. The judges must have had an extremely hard
time trying to pick winners because there were so many
bikes that were worthy of consideration entered in this
show. So cliché as it may sound I congratulate all who
entered your bikes and wish mine was half as nice as any
of yours.

Everyone seemed to have a great time checking out all
the sharp machines and also the vendors that packed the
hall. We shared a booth with our friends from the Helkats
MC Midwest and got an opportunity to say hi to a lot of
old friends and to make a lot of new ones, including the
postal worker that stuffs the magazines back in envelopes
when they break open. It is always a little scary when
someone tells you they are a postal worker and they are
upset. Around this time I was concerned about the lack of
metal detectors at the door.
There was some awesome food and drink provided by
Super Smokers restaurants. If you have never ate at a
Super Smokers and you love great bbq you got to check
them out. In addition to the leather vendors, t-shirt and
novelty booths, there were a lot of motorcycle shops
represented here. Dead Crow Customs was one of my
favorites and I couldn’t believe that there freaking
wicked awesome creation wasn’t worthy of one of the

The estimated attendance was upwards of 10,000 people
over the two days. Which was fantastic and not only that
but it raised about $20,000 for the March of Dimes.
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many awards. There was some tremendously hot looking
women walking around modeling the Pure Evil clothing
line, and they looked like they could inspire Pure Evil.
Another line of shirts I found intriguing was the
SlutsRCool t-shirts, which were on display at the Steel
River Choppers booth. There were also some toy haulers
on display, those that were being shown by Middleton
RV were particularly nice, and a great way to travel and
know what your accommodations are going to be like
when you reach your destination, unlike my trip to
Daytona last year.

I had a great time and thank our hosts for the booth and
the opportunity to cover this event. This turned out to be
a stellar show. The attendees had a good time and saw a
lot of very cool rolling iron, hopefully this will be the
start of a great new tradition for the Saint Louis area.
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Motorcycles on the Cutting Edge
by Jim Furey

rides as good on trips as it does hopping from watering
hole to watering hole. In addition to the green sheet

In February we visited with Mark Siddle, the owner of
Cutting Edge Customs in St. Charles, Missouri.
Although Mark had been a bike enthusiast for years, it
was just 6 months ago that he and Randy opened their
shop. Before that, they had worked as auto restorers,
body men, and painters, which helps to explain why their
finished bikes look so good.

The two builders are becoming well known for their
ingenious and clean-looking creations, several of which
they have patents pending on. The leader of that pack is
the DualTail, a frame configuration that allows you to go
from the awesome looks of a Hardtail to the smooth ride
of a Softtail in just a few minutes. This bike looks and

metal on their signature bike, several different styles are
available. These styles are less extravagant, but provide
for a quick switchover and are less expensive. Regardless

of the style you choose, you still basically get two bikes
for the price of one.
Marc says their goal is to create a production model
incorporating this design. I asked about the possibility of
a kit but was told that there are just too many variables to
create one at a reasonable price. They trademarked the
DualTail name before some motor company claimed it.
They are just now embarking on an advertising campaign
in magazines such as Street Chopper to bring some
national attention to their products.
These innovators have also designed some cool lines of
handlebars and foot controls. They designed their bars
before the advent of the internal twist clutch, so the name
Cutting Edge is especially appropriate here. The desire
for ultra-clean lines led to the creation of their foot
controls. They came up with a way to route the shift
linkage under the tranny and frame so that it doesn’t
clutter up the look of the machine. These radical foot
controls will go right onto any 1989 to 1999 HarleyDavidson Softtail. The basic design and initial creation is
done in the shop, and the foot controls are then sent to a
machine shop for the production runs. The machine shop
does its best to recreate these pieces, using state-of-theart technology like water jet cutters and Tig welders.

These guys are astute businessmen as well as master
metal crafters. They said they didn’t want to be like
another Missouri resident, who designed the Softtail.
Although he still does research and development for the
company in question, he doesn’t get near the credit he
should for his design. I had a very enjoyable visit with
Marc and Randy and encourage you to visit them either
at their shop or on the web and see what great upgrades
they have for your scoot.
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Sons of Silence Bring the Noise for a Good Cause
by Jim Furey
The Well Hungarians (just as an aside, I agree with
radio personality Smash, who says that this is one of
the coolest names ever for a band) and American
Performance Motorcycles got together and
sponsored a Benefit for the Brothers. The benefit
was hosted by the Sons of Silence MC at the Falling
Springs Conservation Club in Dupo, Illinois to
raise some much-needed cash for Retread, Possum,
and Wildman Willie. The evening was a huge
success because of the generosity and hard work of
the donors, the hosts, and the many folks who came
out to share a great time. Thanks to all.

The fact that the Well Hungarians provided some of
the music undoubtedly played a big role in getting
local folks out. This band is one of the most popular
and talented in the region. It’s often hard to get
bands of their stature to do benefits, especially if
there isn’t huge publicity to be had. Heck, most
bands won’t even return phone calls when they hear
the word “benefit,” so we applaud this band for
performing here. They and Dago and Criminal Intent
kept the partiers rocking well into the evening.
Tony, the owner of American Performance
Motorcycles, proved once again that he is one of the
biggest boosters of the lifestyle in the area. Tony
always provides the trophies at the B & G Swap
Meet Bike Shows, and he also donates merchandise
to a lot of benefits (such as the Matt Ferguson
Benefit, where he didn’t get the recognition he

deserved for his donation). Thanks, Tony, we
appreciate it. This is just a small sampling of the
many ways Tony supports us, so make sure you stop
in and support him at his shop.
We thank Popcorn from the Sons of Silence MC for
inviting us to attend. The club put in a lot of effort to
make sure everything went well and it showed. They
welcomed all of the area MCs as well as their
brothers from the Confederation of Clubs. The
Confederation strongly supported this event, as was
evidenced by seeing patches at the benefit that you
don’t usually see in this area. Attendees came from
all over Illinois and adjoining states. Other clubs
couldn’t attend but sent donations with some friends
of their clubs, so all were represented. It was great to
see all these groups getting along as the brothers that
we are, united by the kinship that the freedom of the
road provides. Once again, we thank Popcorn and all
of his club brothers for putting on one hell of a party
for a great cause.
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Fashion Show Takes the Chill off of February
by Jim Furey
Jack’s Iron Horse Bar and Grill hosted a Lace and
Leather Fashion Show on February 19, and everyone
who attended had a great time. Several models (most
notable among them being Alabama) wore various
fashions provided by Black Jack Leathers, as well as
Dr. John’s on St. Charles Rock Road. The evening’s
music was provided by a DJ playing some excellent
tunes and allowing some of the attendees to come out
and try their own song stylings in karaoke fashion.
In addition to a hearty throng of bikers who came out for
this event, the Helkats Midwest MC was out supporting
this event and selling some of their support gear. We
would like to give a big shout out to Ida and Bucky for
all their hard work in supporting our events. This evening
gave all who attended an opportunity to drink a little; see
some hot, scantily clad women; and tell stories about
their riding adventures. We urge you to watch for more
events hosted by The Biking Life at Jack’s and other

fine establishments. If you party with The Biking Life,
you’ll always have a great time.
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Club listings
.A.R.M (Association Of Recovering
Motorcyclists) Chapter 13 - Support and
brotherhood for bikers in recovery.
Meeting and event dates vary. For info
contact GO at 618-521-5499 or
Gofurfarm@peoplepc.com
A.B.A.T.E
St. Clair Co meetings are held on the 2nd
Thursday of each month - 7 p.m., at the
Fairview Hts. Elks Club, corner of Old
Lincoln Trail and Hwy. 161, Fairview Hts.
IL.
Piasa-Gateway Chapter - chapter
meetings are held the 2nd Saturday of
every month starting at 7:00 p.m. Our
meetings are held at the Edwardsville
V.F.W. Post 1299. The Edwardsville
V.F.W. is located 7108 Marine Rd., Rte.
143 East, Edwardsville, Illinois.
Missouri Chapter – Meetings are held
the 3rd Wednesday of the month at 7:00
PM at the V.F.W. 10817 Midland, St.
Louis, MO for more info email
webmaster@abateformissouri.com.
Great River Chapter – Meetings the
second Sunday of the month at 2:00 PM
sites vary for more info email
greatriverabate@msn.com.
Bikers Against Child Abuse: East
Missouri Chapter Meets on the third
Sunday of every month At the Knights of
Columbus hall on McMenamy road, off
of HWY 70 and MidRivers Mall Drive At
10:00 am, all bikers and bikes are welcome
Call toll free 877-773-8790 or visit our
website www.bacausa.com
Bootleggers MC - of East Alton Illinois,
welcomes all brands of bikes monthly
meeting First Saturday of the month
usually at our SAA house. Please call our
Road Capt. Mandrake at 618-466-5997 or
our Secretary/ Lady Mandrake at (cell)
618-531-7417 for more info.
BROTHERS OF THE THIRD
WHEEL, GATEWAY CHAPTER meets
the Second Saturday of the month at 2:30
PM at Good Times Tavern, 200 N Main
St, Dupo, IL; please check the web site
for details. http://groups.yahoo.com/
group/BTW-STL-MO/
Christian Motorcycle Assn: (CMA)
Good News Riders 2nd Thurs 7:30 PM
Ryan’s 8925 Watson Crestwood, MO.
Call
636
296
3120
TTP://
midwestrider.com/goodnews.jpg.

Servant Riders – meetings on the 3rd
Saturday of the month at 10:00 AM at
Kingdom Treasures Bookstore on
Highway 50 in O’Fallon, IL.This is the
corner oh Hwy 50 and Old Collinsville Rd.
All are welcome Roger Snyder (618-2333443) e-mail: cmariders@computype.net.
Semo Son Riders - www.cmausa.org
Chouteau Island Partners (Off Road
MC Group) 1st Thursday of month
HTTP://w.icss.net/~squirts/island.htm
Look for Tom Downing through the web
site.
Cycle Disciples St.Louis Chapter – for
more info please visit the following
websites
http://www.geocities.com/grizs50/
CycleDisciplesSTL.html
http://www.cycledisciples.com/html/
st_louis.html
Euro Motor Union of Greater St. Louis:
meetings are held at 7:30 pm 1st Tues
Sports Page Inn, Old Rte. 3 South of Dupo
IL. (314) 994 1257
Freedom of Road Riders:
Local 20 – meetings last Sunday
of the month 1 PM at Dexter, MO Eagles
Hwy 25 North www.angelfire/mo2/road
riders
Local 24 - meetings 1st Weds of
the month 7:30 PM at Charlack Pub, 8344
Lackland Rd., St Louis, MO (314) 5216553
Local 25 - meetings the 4 th
Thursday 7:00 PM at the American Legion
Hall in “Old Town St. Peters, MO”
(636) 278-5910.
Local 32 - Meetings first Sunday
of the month 1 pm, at LeeBo’s Roadhouse
Highway 84 East, Caruthersville, MO
Local 34 – meetings third Weds
of the month at Bullwinkle’s Pub Hwys
T and 60 East Poplar Bluff, MO
www.forr34.org
Local 35 – Meetings on the 3rd
Sat of the month at the American Legion
Hall in Artesian Park Clinton, MO at 5:00
PM
Local 38 - meetings the 1 st
Sunday of the month 11:30 AM at TJ’S
Bar & Grill Hwys 61/67 & Z in Pevely,
MO
(636) 464-2941.
Local 42 - meetings the last
Weds of the month 6:30 PM at Roadhouse
100, 2763 Hwy 100, Gray Summit, MO
636-629-1390.

Freedom Riders – welcomes all bikers
and bikes to come ride with them email to
Ride4JC1@aol.com for more info.
Gateway X-treme Riders Assoc - STL
MO area including Metro East IL Club is
primarily for owners/riders of Honda VTX
cruisers. All bikes are welcome. Web site:
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/
gatewayvtx
Gold
Wing
Road
Riders
Association GWRRA Have various
meeting locations in the Metro St. Louis
Area. Check out the one nearest you at
www.stlouisgwrra.homestead.com
Heartland WOW, meetings are the 4th
Weds of the month at 7:00 PM at the
Prairie Commons Branch 915 Utz Ln., St.
Louis MO. For more info see their website
at www.heartlandwow.org.
HELKATS MC –MIDWEST – An all
woman motorcycle club, for more
information contact then by email at
helkats@aol.com or visit their website
www.helkatsmc.com.
Honda Sport touring Assn. St Louis
area 1st Sat; South Central MO 2nd Sat
and KC Area 3rd Sat. Pleas join us at any
time home.kc.rr.com/mosilhsta Warm
weather meet at Chesterfield Valley Power
Sports off hwy 40 West of Boone’s
Crossing Exit at 9am Kick stands up at
9:30 sharp for spirited ride of 150-200
miles. Garth Haubner at (636) 928 6939
Email: ghaubner@juno.com or Tom
Trieschmann at (314) 692 7463 E-mail
ttriesch@inlink.com
Marion Roadrunners Riders Group –
an all bike, rider group that gets together
on Sundays and rides, meetings are held
on the 3rd Tuesday of the month at 7pm
at the Eagles Hall in Marion, IL. The
meetings are open to every one. More info
as well as events are available on their web
site www.marionroadrunners.com.
MidSouth Riders - Northwest Tennessee
www.midsouthriders.com
Midwest Trail Riders Assn. Email
mtra@ridemtra.com www.ridemtra.com
Event hotline (314) 314 434 5095
Midwest Cafe Racing Assn-Ride Line
(314)
481
8078
Email
Rideline@mcraracing.com
or
www.mcraracing.com
Norton Owners Club -Interested parties
can contact me directly at my address
shurst01@mail.win.org or http://
groups.yahoo.com/group/gnoa
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Outlanders – All motorcycle brand, family oriented org
promoting fun events without negative attitudes, drugs or alcohol.
Meetings are the last Sunday of the month at 1:00 PM at the
TRY Club, 655 Berkshire, East Alton, IL.
Pharaoh’s M.C. – 7510 Old Missouri RD, Centreville, IL for
more info contact Big Daddy (618) 593-2955.
Reelfoot Lake Night Riders - Tipton, TN
www.reelfootlakenightriders.com
River Road Riders, All Brand Motorcycle Club meetings are
held the 2nd Weds of the month at the Alton Sports Tap 7:00 PM
Road Raptors Riding Club meets at Fairview Heights, IL VFW
Hall on Rte. 159 at 7:00 PM first Wednesday of the month all
bike brands welcome.
Road Riders for Jesus Chapter 5 - Meetings 3rd Thursday of
each month at Aphonzo’s 2 Schibert Ct. in Maryville IL. We
eat at 6:30 PM and start meeting at 7:00 PM. All bikes welcome.
Web site: http://www.roadridersforjesus.org/
Road Riders for Jesus (RRJ) Warterloo Chapter meets 1st
Tuesday of each month at Arby’s, 721 N. Market St. Waterloo
IL. We eat at 6:00 p.m., meeting starts at 7:00 p.m. For more
information see website www.roadridersforjesus.org
Shadow Riders of Greater St. Louis MO.
WWW.Shadowriders- stl.com meet on 4th Tues of month at
Manchester Elks lodge at 7pm (314) 477 9976 ext 772.
Road Rebels Riding Club – An all brand riding club, for more
info about the club email President Rick”Grumpy”White
roadrebelgrump@yahoo.com or 618-972-4951
Southwest Illinois Ronin Riding Club – meets the 1st Saturday
of each month at Noon at various area locations. Ride follows

monthly meeting. This is an all-brand riding club, call
Bonedaddy @ 618-696-7768 or Trainwreck @ 618-973-6405
for meeting location or more information.
http://
autos.groups.yahoo.com/group/SW_Illinois_Ronin_RC/
Southern Illinois Star Riders meet the first Sunday of each
month in Collinsville, IL. Contact wizardandangel@yahoo.com
or
visit
autos.groups.yahoo.com/group/
southernillinoisstarriders/
St Louis Motorcycle Club meets the 2nd Thursday of the month
at Goff-Moll American Legion Hall, 2721 Collier, Brentwood,
MO. Meeting time is 7:30 PM and all are welcome call (314)
771-7100 or visit www.yahoo.com/group/STLMC for more info.
Vendetta’s M/C, Bootheel Chapter - P.O. Box 831,Doniphan,
MO 63935
Kzkat1420@gmail.com
Vietnam Veterans M/C – for more information on this club
email them at vnvmcillusa@yahoo.com

Harley Owners Groups HOG
Alton, IL. HOG Chapter 4th Thurs of month 7:30 PM at Alton
Sports Tap Route 140 & Route 3 Alton, IL..... Ladies of Harley
4th Thurs also at Alton Sports Tap, Banquet room.
Bellville, IL HOG Chapter 3rd Wed of month, 7:30 PM at the
ELKS club at corner of Route 161 and Lincoln Trail in Fairview
Heights, IL. Call dealership if you have questions (618) 277
8864. WWW.Friezeharley-davidson.com.
Bourbeuse Vally HOG Chapter 2nd Sunday of the month, 10:30
AM at Borbeuse Valley Harley-Davidson 1418 Hwy AT, Viila
Rodge meets inside the old store call (636) 451-0106 for more
info or directions.
Festus Mo. HOG Chapter 1st Wed of month, 7:30 at Surdyke
Harley Davidson 2435 Highway 67, Festus, MO. Please call
the dealership for more info (636) 931 8700.
Gateway to the West HOG Chapter 3rd Thurs of the month
8:00 PM at Gateway to the West Harley Davidson, 3600 Lemay
Ferry Rd., St. Louis, MO, LOH meets the 4th Tuesday of the
month at the Blarney Stone 4333 Telegraph Rd. at 7:30 PM for
more info go to www.gatewayhog.org.
Kirkwood Mo. Chapter 2nd Tuesday of the month at GoffMoll American Legion Hall, 2721 Collier, Brentwood, MO. The
LOH meeting is held at Culpeppers, 312 S Kirkwood, Kirkwood,
MO on the first Thursday of month. Everyone is welcome.
Contact (314) 544 HAUG or www.Kirkwoodhog.com.
River Roads HOG Chapter 1st Wednesday of the month. 6pm
Social / 7pm Business Meetings alternate between TNT Action
Sports (Chapter Sponsor at 5101 Oak Street, Quincy) and TriState area establishments. For more info www.rrchog.com or
call 217.224.1004
St Charles HOG Chapter: 3rd Tues of the month 7 pm at St.
Charles Moose Lodge 2705 Interstate 70 (South Service Road
by Chucky Cheese) (636) 723-9365. stcharleshog@primary.net.

If your club or organization would like to be listed here please
send an email to clubs@thebikinglife.com
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Something Completely Different
by Rich Aubuchon
I have been telling myself for a year that I would write a
column about procrastination, and I finally got around to
it. Then I forgot to send it in to our publisher, so you
never got to read it. I thought maybe I could revise it,
make it a little more up-to-date for you, but I kept putting
the job off until later.
Everybody talks about procrastination as if it were a bad
thing. They are wrong. If more people procrastinated, the
world would be much more peaceful. If Adolph Hitler
had just relaxed, had a few beers every Friday, and
thought to himself, “I’ll dominate the world next week,”
millions of lives could have been spared. Mussolini is
famous for making the trains run on time. He’s also
famous for killing everybody who got in his way.
Personally, I don’t mind waiting a few minutes for the

11:15 Amtrak to Peoria if it means the Fascists don’t
burn down the nunnery. Just think about how much better
the world would be if the Unabomber had spent time
playing Pac-Man instead of industriously building
improvised munitions.
One of the worst parts of having a job is that there are
other people who expect you to do things for them, and
they don’t always operate on your schedule. It’s more
than a tad rude to give somebody an assignment and
demand that said somebody complete the assignment. I
have found that anything worth doing can usually wait a
couple of days. If it’s truly worth doing, it will eventually
be done by somebody else.
Please don’t misunderstand. I’m not lazy. I just have
other priorities. I probably could spend a Saturday
morning chopping wood, running errands, and making
homemade flapjacks for the kids, but I have other
priorities, like watching cartoons and reading the
newspaper. It’s theoretically possible for me to turn in
my daily sales report every afternoon like I’m supposed
to do, but I have other priorities, like… well, NOT
turning in the daily sales report.
You probably remember learning the Robert Frost poem
“The Road Not Taken” when you were in school. A lot of
people misunderstand that poem. A lot of people think
it’s the voice of the poet, looking back on his life and
congratulating himself for making a bunch of
unconventional decisions that have made his life so
different from everybody else’s. In fact, it’s the exact
opposite. The poet is expressing his realization that, after
all this time, nothing he did seems to have made any
difference. He’s actually a little bit sad he didn’t have a
chance to do it all over again, and take the easy path.
This is my kind of poet.
I wonder sometimes about all the hours I’ve spent going
in to work early and coming home from work late.
Despite my strong Aubuchon work ethic—which is to
say, I don’t leave for the golf course until at least noon
on Thursday—I’ve been spinning my wheels career-wise
for a good decade or two. The last job I had with any
amount of promise was in college when I worked at
McDonalds. In just 4 weeks I graduated from
hamburgers to McNuggets. I was a man with a future, a
man on the ladder to success, until I realized that
sleeping late was much better than getting up at 4 o’clock
to warm my boss’s McMuffins.
Sadly, we live in a world infested with clocks.
Everywhere I look is another reminder that I’m late for

whatever it is I’m supposed to be doing. Our computers
have clocks, our phones have clocks, our appliances have
clocks. The great irony is that I’ve got 27 different clocks
in my house, and they’re all wrong. The only way I can
truly be sure of the current time is to watch television. I
watch a lot of television.
With all this emphasis on time and speed, I have become
quite aware of just how little I’ve done with my 37 years.
By the time they were my age, Bill Clinton had already
been Governor of Arkansas and nailed a lounge singer
named Gennifer, John Belushi had been a Samurai, a
Blues Brother, and dead for four years, and Albert
Einstein had invented the punk hairstyle.
Time is not our friend. So much to do. So much
expected. So little motivation.
I think about Robert Frost and that poem of his. I think
about how I’ve lived my life, and wonder—if Robert
Frost had known me, would he have still written the
same words?
Two roads diverged in a yellow wood, and II took a nap. That has made all the difference.
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Biker Friendly Establishments
Chains
Show-Me’s in Fairview Heights, IL,
St Louis, MO, St Charles, MO and
Cape Girardeau,MO
Illinois
Alton/Grafton/Wood River
Cellar Room Tavern, 2704 E.
Broadway, Alton, IL (618)
465-9874
Danny’s Lounge, 118 W. 4th
St., Alton, IL (618) 462-6787
Fast Eddie’s Bon-Air, 1530 E.
4th St., Alton, IL (618) 4625532
Georgie’s Pitchers, 217 W 3rd
St. Alton, IL (618) 462-8801
Harris’s Tavern, On The Great River
Road, (618) 466-9791
The Loading Dock, 400 Front
St, Grafton, Grafton, IL (618)
786-3494
Porky’s, 1543 E Edwardsville
Rd, Wood River, IL (618) 2549380
Scotty’s, 4 Front St., Alton, IL.
(618) 463-1065
Woodstock Lounge, 638
Broadway, Alton, IL
Wild Goose Saloon, 1505 W.
Main St, Grafton, IL, (618)
786-8888
Belleville
B & B Crehan’s, 6413 W. Main
St. (618) 394-1300
H’s Biker Bar, 1310 Dutch
Hollow Rd (618) 398-3668
Mitch and Nancy’s League Lounge,
1501 W Main St (618) 277-3643
Robin’s
Nest,
1614
Mascoutah Ave. (618) 2347432, karaoke every Fri-Sat
9:30 to 1:30 AM
Sheridan’s Frozen Custard,
5326 N Illinois St, Fairview
Heights, IL
The Antique House, 3701 W.
Main St. (618) 235-3434,
great Wednesday Specials
TR’S Place 4901 Concordia
Rd., (618) 277-7135
Cahokia
Brandy Inn: 103 Water St.
(618) 337-1101 Fine Food
and Drinks always Biker
Friendly
Derby Al’s Diner: 2845 Camp
Jackson Rd.

Carmi
Danny’s Pool Room: 119 E
Main Street in Carmi, IL (618)
382-9987
Caseyville
Caddyshack Saloon 2865 N. 89th
St.(618) 397-4704 Nice bar with very
friendly bartenders.
Granite City
Big Duga’s Restaurant, 699
State Road 203, (618) 8755800.
Gabby’s Bar & Grill, 1800
State St. (618) 452-2009
Maryville
Sharky’s Sports Bar, 2537
Vandalia, (618) 344-0826
good food at great prices
Mt. Vernon
Players: 300 S 9th - 1 block
off the square(rt.37&rt.15)
New Baden
Outside Inn, 423 W. Hanover (Hwy
161), (618) 588-4672
Old Shawneetown
Hogdaddys Saloon: Main St in
Old Shawneetown, IL (618)
922-1389
Quincy
Kelly’s (A fun Place to Eat
and Drink), 2902 Broadway
(217) 222-5579
River House Restaurant and
Bar 238 North Front St. (217)
224-6888
Sparky’s, 221 N 5th St, (217)
224-7527
Southwestern Illinois
Falling
Springs
Conservation Club, 2200
LePere Ln. Dupo, IL (618)
286-4440,
music
on
weekends with Sunday jam
sessions.
Fountain Inn, 1912 Fountain
Rd. Valmeyer, IL (618) 9352266
Freda’s Bar, 2071 Main St
Renault, IL.
Frog’s Sports Club, 707 Davis
St. Ferry Road, East
Carondolet (618) 286-9988
Gallagher’s Get-A-Way, 102
S. Richland, Freeburg, IL
(618) 539-5208
Georgia’s Place, 415 Vine St,
Eldred, IL

Gert’s Place Bar and Grill Ill
Rtes 3 & 149 Gorham, IL (618)
763-9254
Good Tymes Bar and Grill, 200 N.
Main St. Dupo, IL (618) 286-9693
Heartland Bar and Grill, 6180 Rte 3,
Waterloo, IL (618) 939-6670
Horton’s Place, 2503 Main St.
Fayetteville, IL, (618) 677-3348
friendly folks and cold beer
Just Sue’s Tavern, Evansville,
IL (618) 853-4425
Karban’s Knotty Pine, 4569
Buss Branch Rd., Waterloo, IL
(618) 473-9954
Lisa’s Bar and Grill, Prairie
DuRocher, IL (618) 284-3374
Lou and Michelle’s Tavern,
Waterloo, IL (618) 939-8300
Mary’s Bar and Grill, Ruma, IL
(618) 282-7944
Old Shamrock Tavern, Hwys
13 & 156, New Athens, IL
(618) 475-9263
“Papa” Wheelie’s, Old Rte
50, Trenton, IL (618) “ A full
throttle sports bar”
Rick’s Corner, 201 S Union
St Staunton used to be the
Twisted Spoke (618) 6353088
S & J Main Street, 608 N. Main St.
Columbia, IL, (618) 281-9997.
Sporto’s Pub & Grill, 211 S. Main
Street, Red Bud, IL (618) 282-7956
The Corner Pub, 602 Meyer
Dr, Valmeyer, IL (618) 9358209
The Dawg Haus 102 S. Main
St. New Douglas, IL 217-4567072
Willie’s Corner, 128 W.
Market, Red Bud, Ill 62278
Springfield
Blu Ox Tavern 2724 Peoria
Rd (217) 544-7133 Always
something fun happening
Grman’s Harley Davidson
Repair: 310 W. Browning Rd
(217) 522-2557
Hangout Unwind Dance
Saloon: 1630 N 11th (217)
525-8591
Knuckleheads, 2000 Peoria
Rd., 62702 (217) 789-1488
Pony Keg Leathers: 2026 S
11th St (217) 544-3774 Harley
repair/Leather goods

The Cove 1616 N Dirksen Pkwy (217) 753-1760
Missouri
Arnold
21 Rock, #1 Meramec Heights (636) 282-7228
featuring live music every weekend and special
bike parking area.
Barnhart
Your Payday Advance Co., 7125 Metroploitan Blvd,
Ste 106 (636) 467-5447
Charlack
John & Judy’s Charlack Pub: 8334 Lackland Rd. (& St.
Charles Rock Road) Rock Bands Fri and Sat Nights (314)
423-8119
Defiance
Terry and Kathy’s - Defiance, MO.on Hwy. 94 about 9 miles
south of Hwy 40
Fenton
That One Place: 1005 Majestic Dr in Fenton, MO
(636) 861-1902
Florissant
Class Act Tattoo and Body Piercing, 11629 West
Florissant Rd., Florissant, MO (314) 972-0707.
Great quality work
Fredericktown
Little Joe’s Bar and Grill, 1317 Hwy OO (573) 7835452
Gray Summit
Roadhouse 100, 2763 Highway 100 (636) 4512007
Hazelwood
Jack’s Iron Horse Bar and Grill: 12950 St
Charles Rock Rd in Hazelwood, MO (314) 2091280
Louisiana
Eagles Nest Bistro, Hwy 79 (573) 754-9888
Pevely
TJ’s Bar & Grill: HWY Z & 61-67, For Bike Show
date information call (636) 475-3648.
St Ann
Lindy’s – 10471 St Charles Rock Rd (314) 4272822
St. Louis
The House of Rock, Ronnie’s Plaza featuring
the best in live music Thursday – Saturday.
Frank’s First Alarm 7800 Virginia (314) 638-9272
Iron Horse Saloon, 7928 S. Broadway, Saint
Louis, MO (314) 631-3141 Thurs Bike Night
starting in March
Kelly’s 841 Wachtel St Louis 63125 (314)638-3022

Southeast Missouri
Bootheel Saloon -Highway 142 Poplar Bluff, MO
Bullwinkle’s Pub Hwy T off Hwy 60 E Poplar Bluff,
MO (573) 778-9278 www.bullwinklespub.com also
The Rustic Lodge
Danny’s Place, 1102 Linn Street, Sikeston,
Missouri (573)-471-9984
Jim & Jerry’s Restaurant, Pub & Billiards 336 Vine
St. Poplar Bluff, MO (573) 686-2006
LeeBo’s Road House & Bait Shop - Highway 84 East,
Caruthersville, MO (573)359-4493
Marbles Restaurant and Sport Bar, Bus Hwy 60,
Dexter, MO (573) 624-8662
Mona’s Clymax II - 215 Ward Ave., Caruthersville, MO
(573)333-3003
Scotty’s Sports Bar & Grill - 4802 West Village (PP Hwy. &
Township Line)
Poplar Bluff, MO (573-686-9300)
Players, 632 Broadway, Cape Girardeau, MO
63701 (573) 335-9915
Wild River Pub & Grill, 3765 Hwy W, Farmington,
MO
Villa Ridge
Shady Jack’s Saloon & Inn: 3417 Hwy O in Villa
Ridge, MO (636) 451-HOGG
Ohio
Toledo
Riders Edge located at 531 Oak St is the place to
go in Toledo, Ohio Phone # is (419) 698-9582..
Your establishment or one that you dig on could be
listed here if you tell us about it at
bikerfriendly@thebikinglife.com or call us at (618) 6282911.

The Little Bar, 6343 Alabama (314) 481-1665
Night Sky 13154 Tesson Ferry Rd.
Scott and Beverly’s Some Other Place Other Place
1500 Lemay Ferry Rd. St. Louis 63125. (314)8926969
Zeke’s Lemay Sports Bar and Grill, South
Broadway St. Louis, Mo
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Upcoming Events
April
2nd Outlanders Spring Dance – Cottage Hills VFW Hall, Cottage Hills, IL 7 to 12 PM.
3rd – A.B.A.T.E. Swap Meet and Bike Show: at Gateway Conv Ctr off I-70 exit 11 north to Frontage Rd West Collinsville, IL.
3rd Poker Run for Chris Bradford – sponsored by Streetbike Performance Plus 8009 St Charles Rock Rd for info call (314) 8909300.
3rd Don’s Speed Shop Marble Run – signup at TJ’s Bar & Grill Hwys 61/67 and Z in Pevely, MO
9th Spring Cleaning Sale at Dale’s Harley Davidson in Mt Vernon, Il
9th F.O.R.R. Local 20 Dart Run - starting at Pat’s Place Main St., Bernie MO For more info, call Rob Reif, 573-293-4754
10th Bootleggers Poker Run – sign up at Ranch House Godfrey, IL from noon to 2 PM
10th B & G Swap Meet – Belle-Clair fairgrounds in Belleville, IL day long event featuring bike shows and vendors from throughout
the Midwest.
10th 3rd Annual Poker Run for Hartbauer/McBride Foundation – sign up at RoadHouse 100, 2763 Hwy 100 Gray Summit, MO
sponsored by FORR Local 42 for info call (636) 451-2886.
16th Matt Surdyke’s Birthday Bash at Gateway to the West Harley Davidson Lemay Ferry St. Louis, MO
16th 2nd Annual American Cancer Society Dice Run (Rain Date, April 23) Starting at Briggs & Stratton, Highway 142 Poplar Bluff, MO Registration at 9 am
16th Red Knights 1 Poker Run Night sign up 6 – 7:30 PM at the Firehouse Bar, Alton, IL.
16th Benefit Poker Run for Haley Marie Surmeier sign up the Old Shamrock New Athens, IL from 10 – noon for more info call
(618) 785-2469.
16th Ricky Ivie Memorial Poker Run - , Starts at the Cactus Cantina Sikeston, MO, 1st bike out at 12:00 pm For info, call City
Limits Bar & Grill, 573-683-9091
16th Brittney Price Memorial Poker Run - Starts at Steves Customs 17657 Rt.37 Johnston City, Il. 62951 (618)983-8488 and
ends at The Ranch 17259 Rt. 37 Johnston City Il. 62951 (618) 983-6177, $10.00 entry per person, first bike out at Noon.
17th Annual Colors Run – sponsored by American Legion Riders sign up from 10 to noon at St Peters Legion in Old Town St
Peters call (636) 926-3466 for info.
17th Bike Show – at TJ’s Bar and Grill, Hwys 61/67 and Z in Pevely, MO
23rd 100 MPH Club Poker Run – sign up from 11 to noon at their new club house Bunkum Rd and Black Ln off Hwy157 near
Caseyville, IL for info call (618) 236-9437.
22nd – 24th Skullbone Bike Rally - Skullbone, TN For more informationwww.skullbonepark.com
23rd TJ’s Bar and Grill 12th Anniversary Party – at TJ’s Bar and Grill Hwys 61/67 and Z in Pevely, MO.
23rd 1st Annual St. Jude’s Hospital Poker Run - at the American Legion 333 S. Kingshighway, Sikeston, MO 1st bikes out at
12:00 For more info, call Roger Beck at 573-472-0230 or Drake Evans at 573-380-4955
23rd – 24th Hogdaddys Bike Expo and Swap Meet - John A. Arnold Arena, Union County Fairgrounds Sturgis, KY For more info,
check out our website at www.hogrock.com or call 1(866)HOGROCK.
24th Alton HOG Poker Run – sign up from 11:30 to 1:30 PM at Ted’s Motorcycle World.
30th Spring Has Sprung Party at Surdyke’s Harley Davidson Festus, MO
30th Spring Fling-Reelfoot Lake Night Riders - Tiptonville, TN For information- www.reelfootlakenightriders.com
If your club or organization has an upcoming event you would like listed here please contact Jim Furey at (618)
531-0432 or at events@thebikinglife.com.

Joke of the Month
A biker stops by the local Harley Shop to have his bike fixed. They couldn’t do it while he waited, so he said he didn’t live far and
would just walk home. On the way home he stopped at the hardware store and bought a bucket and an anvil. He stopped by the feed
store/livestock dealer and picked up a couple of chickens and a goose. However, struggling outside the store he now had a problem:
how to carry all of his purchases home. While he is scratching his head he was approached by a little old lady who told him she was
lost. She asked, “Can you tell me how to get to 1603 Mockingbird Lane?”The biker said, “Well, as a matter of fact, I live at 1616
Mockingbird Lane. I would walk you home but I can’t carry this lot”. The old lady suggested, “Why don’t you put the anvil in the
bucket, Carry the bucket in one hand, put a chicken under each arm and carry the goose in your other hand?”Why thank you very
much,” he said and proceeded to walk the old girl home. On the way he says “Let’s take my short cut and go down this alley. We’ll
be there in no time.” The little old lady looked him over cautiously then said, I am a lonely widow without a husband to defend me.
How do I know that when we get in the alley you won’t hold me up against the wall, pull up my skirt, and ravish me?”The biker
said, “Holy smokes lady! I am carrying a bucket, an anvil, two chickens, and a goose. How in the world could I possibly hold you
up against the wall and do that?” The lady replied, “Set the goose down, cover him with the bucket, put the anvil on top of the
bucket and I’ll hold the chickens”
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Bike of the Month
By Al ‘Slow Talker’ Wilson
At the Wentzville Bike Show I was walking around
checking out all the sharp bikes. This one though really
caught my eye, maybe it is because I am a baseball fan or
maybe it is just because I like real sharp bikes. So hey
baseball season will soon be here so lets make it the bike
of the month for April. This bike is the pride and joy of
its owner Tom Sack, he also owns Eagle Auto Sales in
Troy, MO. This 2000 Sportster has been radically
reworked. The fabrication and assembly on this beauty
was done by Loren Graham. It took two months to build,
the frame is stock with a customized swingarm to
accommodate the 280 tire on the rear, and rumor has it
that rear tire may go bigger in the future. The front end
has been modified and has been raked 42 degrees. The
white pearl paint was done by Dean Werges of Specialty
Auto Body in Warrenton, MO and the artwork was done
by M.K. John of Montgomery City, MO. Others that
helped make this bike all it is, and that Tom would like to
thank are his brother Ron, who did the pinstriping and
also created the Cardinal insert for the air cleaner. He
also does a lot of the detailing and Tom’s wife whose
support made this all possible. Tom is a nice man himself
as evidenced by the way he accommodated all the people
coming up to him after we were finished at the ballpark
wanting to take pics of and in some cases to sit on his
bike.
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Legends, Milestones, and Backroads
By George Peco
It’s Saturday morning, the temperature’s in the mid50s, and I head for the Elbo. The women at the Elbo
are aggressively friendly. Bikers I meet there come
from 100 or more miles away. I park my scooter and
someone asks, “Where did you ride from?” Every
time I go, I meet friendly strangers from towns all
over Missouri, including Springfield and Jefferson
City, just to name a couple. A young lady rode in
solo on a Sportster, Shady Jack Larson led a group
of 60 bikes heading to the Lake of the Ozarks, and
there were also riders from Kennett (in the Bootheel
near Sikeston).
Then there are the locals. Old farmers (there’s
fishing access for the river behind the place) and all
kinds of people camp on the gravel bar and fish in
the river. Hunters stop in for lunch. All ages mingle,
and laughter is exchanged.
Last Saturday I was seated at the bar, on my third
beer, when a young lady asked for the staple gun and
then climbed onto the bar to hang an article of
underclothing on the ceiling. It was only 2:00 in the
afternoon. That’s one of the first things you notice,
besides being in a 100-year-old hunting/fishing
lodge—all the ladies’ lingerie on the ceiling.
On this day I got to take part in “The Shirt
Exchange” Ceremonies. One of the local women
must be part American Indian. She was
complimentarily admiring the shirt I had on. When
she asked if I would like to trade with her, I agreed.
Fifteen minutes elapsed and she had second
thoughts, mentioning something about sentimental
attachment to her old shirt, so we exchanged again.
Conversational ice breakage? Oh yes. We repeated
the ceremony several more times over a period of
hours and rounds of libation. According to the old
tradition: skin for skin.
Rolla is 15 miles northeast, so a lot of the locals live
there. They’re real people in real situations,
believing that anything is possible and going out and
doing it. The shirt swap girl mentioned that she had
nine pieces of chrome. I could see a barbell in her

tongue and navel, and two other rings had been
revealed during the shirt swap. She mentioned that
she and two of her girlfriends planned to spend the
night in sleeping bags and a tent behind the bar. The
other five pieces of chrome remained to be seen
when she looked me straight in the eye, and with a
mischievous grin said, “I love sex, I really dig it.”
Yeah, me too…
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The V-Twin Expo—a Biker’s Winter Wonderland
by Linda Jacobs

Quite a few of the exhibitors gave away cloth bags with
their name on them. It was a good idea to pick up a
couple so you could carry away all the pamphlets from
the exhibitors.
We spent several hours walking around the expo. After
we finished with the show we decided to head for home.
The weather had changed for the worse, but we left sure
that we would return for the 2006 show.

We traveled to Ohio on January 28 to attend the V-Twin
Expo in Cincinnati. This was the first time we had
attended this show, which was already packed when we
arrived on Saturday morning. The line to get our show
badges moved fast, but we still had to wait before the
doors opened.
Traditionally the V-Twin Expo was only on the main
floor of the convention center, but this year there were
three floors of exhibitors and attendance was up by 22%.
Previous attendees of the show would be impressed this
year to see the increased number of exhibitors and
overall space used for displays. The number of exhibitors
for 2005 was supposed to exceed 350 (up from 338 in
2004) and the exhibit space was estimated to be at least
191,000 square feet (up from 161,000 last year).
To kill some time we visited the booths set up in the
hallways. The Daytona Beach visitor’s center was giving
away the previous year’s t-shirts and information. I
snagged a couple of shirts, and pretty soon the doors
opened up. We wandered up and down the aisles the best
we could. All of the big-name after-market manufacturers
were there—Big Dog, Samson, Arlen Ness, and House of
Kolor, to name a few. Titan was there looking for dealers.
Everyone that had something new this year had it
displayed and wanted to talk about it. A lot of new names
were there, selling their bikes. One booth featured a new
oil change device and several booths had bike-cleaning
supplies. Even cycle-related artwork was available.
There were too many custom bike manufacturers to take
in. We walked around the main floor and then headed
upstairs, where more after-market manufacturers were
showing their wares. It seemed that the big competition
this year was to see who could fit the largest rear tire on
their bike. My photo shows a bike with a 360 rear tire.
The wheel is 15 inches wide! In addition, the custom
paint jobs were amazing.
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New SEMO Field Events Location
Hey, have you heard? The SEMO Run What Ya Brung
Field Events are moving this year. The events, which
used to be held near Appleton, Missouri, are moving
to a campground on the Black River, just outside the
Mark Twain National Forest and a stone’s throw from
Johnson Shut-Ins. On May 21 and 22, take Highway
49 a few miles west of Centerville—once you get near
the site, you’ll see the signs.
The hosts of this annual event, are really excited about
the new setup. The new site has 110 acres of flat ground
near the river. The weekend will be pretty much the
same as always—field events, wet t-shirt contests,
vendors, food and beer, and, of course, live music.
However, there will also be a video monitor set up so
that everyone can check out the music and the other
events happening on stage without having to be right
on top of it. The site is between Lesterville and
Centerville, and you can get there by cruising out on
Highways 21/72 or 49. In addition to camping being
available on site, there are hotels and restaurants nearby
for less adventurous folks. This is going to be the same
great event as always; only the site has changed. Make
plans now to attend. Any vendors that are interested in
setting up at the site can contact Mike at (618) 4361483 for more information.

The Cross Roads—Who We Are and Why We Are
Many of you see Christian Motorcyclists Association
(CMA) members riding down the highways or walking
around the rallies, but do you know us? You recognize our
patch, but do you want to know more?
CMA is open to anyone; we would love to have you come
to one of our meetings or events. CMA is a non-profit,
interdenominational organization, dedicated to reaching
people for Christ in the highways and byways through our
love of motorcycling. Since its beginning in the 1970s,
CMA has grown to more than 100,000 members and over
750 chapters in the United States. Also, CMA is represented
in other countries throughout the world.
CMA is not a club, but a ministry. Our ministry team
programs help us reach all areas of motorcycling: from those
who are mechanically minded to others who help with
children’s programs or at rallies and events. Our members
learn to help within the motorcycling community’s needs.
We are not only involved in motorcycling events across
the country, but also in taking the gospel of Jesus Christ
into our area prisons.
CMA has its own state, national, and regional rallies. These
rallies are times of fellowship, praise and worship, fun bike
games, and encouragement. Our spring Seasons of

Refreshing conferences, conducted by CMA staff
evangelists, prepare our members for ministry in the coming
rally season. Our October Changing of the Colors rally helps
us close our riding season each year with a great fall ride.
We really look forward to you attending our rallies as much
as we enjoy attending yours.
I believe CMA has grown to its current size because the
membership reaches out with the love of Jesus toward the
biking community and other people we meet on the road.
If you have a need in your life, feel free to approach a CMA
member wearing a CMA patch and talk about your need.
You will be met with love and not judged, and we will
keep your confidence. We want to be there when YOU need
us!
The State Coordinator for Missouri is Jim (Becky) Oliver,
636-332-6814, oliver8050@aol.com; and the Illinois State
Coordinator is Don (Vicky) Brown, 217-629-8938,
vdBrown77@aol.com. For more information about CMA,
you can contact either of the men above or call me at 314434-2282.
Jim Waters, President
Good News Riders
St. Louis, Missouri
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Destination Quincy
by Al “Slow Talker” Wilson
February was a busy month for us. In addition to all of
our regular running around, we decided it was time for a
road trip to Quincy, Illinois. There we met up with our
friends Rod McClain and Dick Winters. Rod, the owner
of one of Quincy’s best biker-friendly establishments—
Kelly’s Bar and Grill—and Dick are the “powers that be”
behind Hot Bike of Quincy. As always, Rod was a
gracious host (not to mention one of our best
ambassadors in the area), and we thank him for his
efforts. One of the top reasons for our visit was to find
out the dates for upcoming events in this fun town. There
is really some fantastic riding in the area.
In addition to hanging out with the Hot Bike guys, I also
got a chance to visit with the fine folks from Exxtreme
Customs. The number of talented builders in the Midwest
never ceases to amaze me. These guys may not have their
own TV shows where they assemble bikes, but in many
ways they are even more creative. Hot Bike sells the very
hip and aggressively styled Big Dog line of motorcycles.
They also sell Exxtreme Customs, which are the
creations of John Poppe and Kai. In fact, the trike
pictured here won 1st place in the recent Wide Open Bike
Show; pictured showing the plaque are Rod and Robin
McClain, Jim Farris, and their friend Ralph. In addition
to this latest honor, John and his creations have taken 2nd

place at the Rat’s Hole Bike Show in Daytona,
competing against top builders from around the planet.
Proof that John’s reputation is spreading was the 330 tire
bike he was building during our visit. He and the other
builders were creating it for a guy from Oregon who had
heard about their talents.
The talented wrenches of Hot Bike do trike conversions
too. They are distributors for the Damn Fine Trike
Company, and they really are fine.

There were more stops in Quincy for us. We went by the
River House and talked to a very fine bartender who
made us wish we had more time to visit. Then we made a
stop at another biker bar—Sparky’s. I didn’t want to
leave and there were other places I wanted to visit, but
alas I had appointments to keep back in the St. Louis
area. So I said, “See you later” to all my friends in
Quincy, and it won’t be long until I make that promise
come true.
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Tattoo of the Month

24 HOUR TOWING SERVICE - INSURED - INSURANCE WORK WELCOMED
REPAIRS GUARANTEED - LICENSED- LIFETIME PAINT WARRANTY - DETAILING

M-F 8-5 - 427 EAST MAIN ST, COLLINSVILLE IL

“We take Pride in your ride”

You can see Alabama sporting this issue’s tattoo of
the month. Alabama—an attractive young lady—got
this sharp piece of ink done by Eric, the artist who
worked out of H’s Bar in Belleville, Illinois. She
told Eric her idea of what she wanted: a green
dragon with red eyes. Alabama also wanted the
artwork to wrap around her arm, which as you can
see it does. Four appointments and almost one whole
day were required to complete this art. First came
the outline, then the shading, then the first set of
color was applied, and finally the lighter colors were
added. This is an amazing piece of ink and it was
done strictly from Eric’s mind, as is all his work.
This very talented dude never uses a pattern, so you
can rest assured you won’t see someone else with
the same tattoo unless it’s a copy.
As always, if you think your tat is worthy, send us in
some pics and a short story to go with them.

