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Letter from the Publisher

Finally April is here and I’m hoping maybe we can string a
few good riding days together. This has been the worst winter in quite
some time. The last few years, there were some decent riding days
every couple of weeks or so, but not so this year.
I urge you to visit your local shop or dealer and get your bike
checked out and ready to ride before you hit the streets. Nothing spoils
a good riding day like problems. A visit to your local shop can prevent
this and add to your riding enjoyment. In fact as I write this I am in the
process of getting my jugs and some other pieces powder coated and
some minor work done on my scoot.
Now this month, let’s discuss some local rumors and some
facts. One of the rumors I have heard is that the SEMO Run What Ya
Brung Field Events isn’t going to happen this year. Well that rumor
is false; planning for SEMO is well underway and it will happen at
the new site outside Lesterville, MO, this coming May 17th and 18th.
This is always a very fun event and if you haven’t checked out the
new site, you are missing the boat. Plus the field events and some of
the other activities make this a “can’t miss” rally. One thing that sets
this event apart from many others is that the hosts donate a portion of
the proceeds back to the local community. As I have said before the
Taum Sauk region, a part of this area, was devastated economically
when the reservoir failed. This event brings some tourists to the area
and the donations from the proceeds of the event have allowed the
local fire department to buy some much needed equipment. They also
donate food to a local food bank, so pack a few extra cans of food when
you head down to check it out. Do you know who provides the sounds
system at SEMO? Well it is none other than Terry Sharp from TJ’s Bar
and Grill in Pevely, MO.
That brings me around to another rumor; this is that TJ’s is
closing which is also not true. It is true that the demands of running
one of the areas favorite biker hangouts is taxing, so Terry and Sue are
actively looking for someone that shares their passion for motorcycling
and motorcyclists to run the bar. I am sure they want someone that will
continue their long history of being truly biker friendly. That said, their
first bike show of the year will take place on April 6th and, while there
are several things going on that weekend, you know a representative of
this publication will be here. If you are in charge of planning a ride this
summer, this is always a great stop and I’d bet if you use them as a stop,
Terry will share his expertise in putting together a great run.
Now let’s talk some facts--the FORR Bike Blessing has been
moved. It had always been held at the Club at Falling Springs, but
because of an incident earlier this year and the repercussions of that,
the event was moved. This year the blessing will be held at Jack’s Iron
Horse Bar and Grill on St. Charles Rock Rd. I know the new hosts are
working hard to make this an awesome day. It is a shame the blessing
had to be moved, but I think this is a location that those of us in the
biker community can readily embrace.
Here is another fact--The Biking Life is co-sponsoring a
couple of bike nights again this year. One is the Thursday Night Bike
Night at Geo’s Wings on West Main Street in Belleville, IL. The first
one will be held on April 17th. We had Bike Nights here last year.
They were very well attended and the folks that run Geo’s were most
accommodating. Then this year we are co-sponsoring Jack’s Iron Horse
Weekend Kickstart. This will start the next night on April 18th. The
lineup for the first night is impressive. There will be spaghetti wrestling
by Unleashed Entertainment, the St. Louis Shockers Riding Team,
music and a burnout contest. This promises to be THE place you want
to be to start your weekend! Come on out, see your friends and have
some fun at one or both of these.
Check out our events pages for all the other things that
are going on this month. I know you will see me or one of our other
writers at some or all of these events. Until next time take care, be safe
and ride lots!
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Rumbling through the Ozarks
This story is about riding/rumbling in the Ozarks. There
are a lot of awesome places to ride in this country, but
right here in our own backyard are some of the best riding,
scenery, and biker establishments.
A couple of brothers came riding in from Indiana to my
ranch. We were talking and decided to go for a ride down
to the Lake of Ozarks since this one brother, “Indiana
Bob,” had never been there. We decided to take off early
the next morning.
We got up early had some good coffee, bacon, and eggs
at my ranch, checked our bikes over and we then took off.
We stopped for gas and then started rumbling west bound
on I-44 headed to Ozark Harley Davidson in Lebanon.
We got out a ways and then we jumped onto old Route
66. We got back onto I-44, then back on old Route 66,
“rapping it up” and “getting our kicks on Route 66!
There are definitely parts of old Route 66 that are still
like going back into time with the old motels, cafes and
Route 66 tourist attraction shops. Historic Route 66 is
worth riding and seeing.
We arrived at the Lebanon Harley Davidson dealer. The
dealership was a nice modern Harley shop/dealer/facility
with very helpful people there including a couple of
hotties. One of my brothers, Mike, bought a nice Harley
rain suit. I thought to myself, man I hope he is not planning
on using it today!
We left the dealership and headed on to the Lake of
Ozarks. There is definitely postcard scenery and nice
riding, but after you get off the interstate most of these
roads (what I call “backwoods Ozark highways”) do not
have shoulders on them or very narrow shoulders till you
get to the lake area. The hills, valleys, the lake and these
“backwoods highways” are what makes it the Ozarks, but
watch what you are doing when riding to and around the
Lake of the Ozarks.
We hit the lake area and by then it was lunchtime so we
headed to I.M. Tirebiters Bar & Grill. This is definitely a

biker friendly place with several hotties there, working
and patronizing the place. Like I said, there is some of the
nicest scenery at the Ozarks and good food too!
We left I.M.Tirebiters and we rumbled up to the dam
and the strip, up and down the strip, then across the dam
and to top of the hill where there is lookout area. We took
some pictures up there and then headed to Slick’s place
on the strip followed by a couple of other biker friendly
establishments.
After stopping at several other places of interest and
hours later, we started heading back to the ranch. It was
late at night and we were on one of those highways with
no shoulder I was talking about earlier.
Out in the middle of nowhere, I broke a clutch cable, but
I just kept going. After about another 30 miles, we came
upon a highway and intersection where there was a gas
station/convenience store. I stopped there.
By now there was a light show courtesy of Mother Nature
with lightning and thunder off in the background. We were
trying to outrun a thunderstorm storm with a broken clutch
cable.
Indiana Bob and Mike rumbled in and asked what was
wrong when they saw I had stopped, so I showed them
my clutch handle. I got a bunch of tools out. I was looking
for one of those little barrels with a small hole through
it with a set screw. These things are available; they have
been around along time. I thought I had one, but didn’t
after all.
Mike and I started to fix my bike with what we had when
Indiana Bob came out of the convenience store with coffee
and sandwiches. We all enjoyed and needed the coffee and
sandwiches!
After checking things out and using all the “old skool”
tricks we could think of, the best we could come up with
was to put a pair of small vise grips on the end of the broken
clutch cable. By then there was a lot of lightning and
thunder really close to us and it was 3 am in the morning.
I looked at Mike, Indiana Bob and the situation and then
said, “It’s time to rumble.” If the vise grips didn’t work, I
planned to electric start it in gear and rumble to the ranch.
Indiana Bob looked at me and said, “What?” Then Mike
said, “Bob, he is serious. Get your jacket and helmet on,
we are leaving.
I pulled the vise grips back and it worked. We took off,
rumbling again, trying to outrun the storm. Luckily, we
were on a much better highway.
As I heard the thunder and saw the lightning all around
us, I was thinking back to that rain suit that Mike had
bought at Lebanon Harley about 15 hours ago. After about
30 miles the vise grips had come loose and we had about
another 30 miles yet to go. I just kept rumbling back
towards the ranch.
We made it; we pulled up under the double carport,

shut the bikes off and as we were taking our helmets and
jackets off, we could hear the rain come pouring down.
The lightning was quite a light show unlike any I had ever
seen before; it was one of nature’s best light shows.
By now it was somewhere around 5 in the morning, about
a hour before daylight. We had just outrun the storm by a
couple of minutes maybe. Wow, what a day rumbling in
the Ozarks! This was just another adventure in our journey
on this planet.
Indiana Bob had never seen anybody run vise grips as a
clutch handle. I have run my bike before with vise grips and
have seen others do so too, but not on my clutch cable.
I heard later that just inside Indiana state line, Indiana
Bob had to do the same thing. As he and Mike were headed
back home to Indiana, Bob’s clutch cable broke just like
mine. At least, now he knew how he could make do.
Dirty Johnny has this to say: When he rumbles he turns
the lights out, all the girls are hotties and he can be in the
Ozarks or the ozone. Wow! Ok, Johnny, that must be why
sometimes people think you are out of this world. See you
somewhere soon.
Later---Fuzzy.
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Classifieds
new LOWER PRICE
new LOWER PRICE

new LOWER PRICE

sold

HARDTAIL HUMOR
A COMPLIMENT?

A woman, standing nude, looks in the
bedroom mirror and says to her husband, “ I
feel horrible, I look fat, ugly, and out of shape.
Pay me a compliment to make me feel better.”
The husband replies,” Your eyesight’s
damn near perfect.”
He never heard the shot!

“Hello, is this the Sheriff’s Office?“ Yes. What can I do for you?”
“I’m calling to report ‘bout my neighbor Virgil Smith....
He’s hidin’ marijuana inside his firewood! Don’t quite know
how he gets it inside them logs, but he’s hidin’ it there.”
“Thank
you
very
much
for
the
call,
sir.”
The next day, the Sheriff’s Deputies descend on Virgil’s
house. They search the shed where the firewood is kept.
Using axes, they bust open every piece of wood,
but find no marijuana. They sneer at Virgil and
leave. Shortly, the phone rings at Virgil’s house.
“Hey, Virgil! This here’s Floyd....Did the Sheriff come?” “Yeah!”
“Did
they
chop
your
firewood?”
“Yep!”
“Happy Birthday, buddy!”
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Indian Larry Lives On
by Robert Barnhill with Tony Wylie

gold metal flake paint job. The thing that was missing from this
bike was a personality. Usually, I let my bikes talk to me. If it
doesn’t talk, it just sits until it does. Well, this one finally said
Indian Larry. This happened to be within the year that Indian
Larry died. When he died, the motorcycle industry lost a great
builder.

I spoke to Indian Larry at a few shows and never did he put on
the persona that he was better than anyone else. The people at
Indian Larry Legacy are the nicest around. I decided to give
the bike that IL look, not by any means to copy it, but to make
a nice tribute bike. He built the Rat Fink bike around someone
that inspired him the most in his career, so I decided to do the
same for him to show that he will never be forgotten and that
his style was the perfect example of how a chopper should
look.

Everybody has a love for something, whether it be cars,
tractors, guns, etc. Well, my love is for motorcycles. It’s not
just the bike, but also the love for riding. The feeling of going
down the road with the wind and bugs in your face. Fabrication
and painting have always held a fascination for me, cars or
bikes.
It started with cars at a very young age, helping my father build
street rods. Naturally, I followed in his footsteps and started
customizing anything I could get my hands on. I have owned
a bike since I was a kid, but I was always working on cars
and riding the motorcycles. It wasn’t until 10 years ago that I
started messing with the bikes. One day I decided to sell the
street rod and invest more than I should into a bike shop. Of
course this wasn’t a get rich scheme, but I just loved getting
my hands dirty working on a bike.
I started a project to build an old chopper style bike. I have
always liked the old chopper look; in fact all of my bikes have
a little chopper in them. I then decided to give this bike a nice

Just recently was the 4th Annual Indian Larry Block Party in
Brooklyn, New York. This is a memorial party in memory of
Larry. Every year I have wanted to go, but there was always
something coming up. So this year, I called my buddy Geremy
to see if he was interested in riding to New York. He said okay
and off we went. We left on a Friday morning and got home on
Sunday evening. We traveled about 1,400 miles. Unfortunately,
we didn’t get to stay long, but that’s what it’s all about. Jumping
on a bike and going hundreds of miles and seeing everything
around you. You take in everything differently on a bike than
in a car. The scenery seems better and Mother Nature is much
closer to you (rain, bugs and cold weather).
There are no luxuries about this bike, besides being a rigid it is
a foot clutch, hand shift, and no front brake. This bike was not
built just for looks. This bike was built to ride. It’s not unusual
for me to take off on this bike and ride several hundred miles
in a day. Most people wouldn’t, but for me I can’t think of
anything I would rather be doing than riding
Editors Note: There was a tech sheet on the bike but due to
deadline complications it is not shown here if you want to see
it email the magazine and we will get it to you..
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Are You Ready For A Crash?
By John Skala
If you were one of the 500 people that attended the
“Motorcycle Accident Scene Management” seminar by Dick
“Slider” Gilmore you might be better prepared if one of
your riding group is involved in a crash. There is a saying
that “imitation is the sincerest flattery”. If Slider subscribes
to that theory, then he should feel very flattered. Since he
originated the “Two Wheel Trauma” training for EMT’s and
“Motorcycle Accident Scene Management” for motorcyclist,
many others using similar names have sprung up across the
country. However, Slider is the original biker who is also an
EMT that started the program to educate other EMT’s and
bikers about the specific needs of motorcyclists in an accident.
Slider has over 20 years experience in an ambulance as an
EMT and more than 45 years as a biker. As recognition of
his contribution to the motorcycling community, Slider has
been inducted into “National Motorcycle Museum & Hall of
Fame” and the Sturgis “Motorcycle Hall of Fame”
His talk was not meant to be a First Aid course but touched
on a few points of basic First Aid. Slider recommended
that everyone also attend First Aid and CPR courses. The

presentation was broken into three major parts dealing with
scene management, the mechanics of motorcycle injuries,
and whether injuries are life threatening or not. Slider talked
about the first part of the Golden Hour and how important
every minute and every second is in a critical injury. The
Golden Hour is the first 60 minutes after a serious injury.
The medical care during this time has a great impact on the
outcome. The people that are first on the scene of a crash
play a vital part in the few minutes of the Golden Hour until
medical personnel arrive. Some of the other key points Slider
stressed were remaining calm and keeping the crash victims

from moving before they have had their injuries accessed.
In addition to being educational with a ton of practical
information, Slider’s presentation was also entertaining and
kept everyone’s interest. Another point that Slider stressed
was making sure that you empty your bladder before going
for a ride. Since 80% of motorcycle crashes result in the
rider being thrown forward, putting extreme pressure on the
bladder, a full bladder is more likely to burst. Therefore, he
asks everyone to remember to “Pee for Slider” before getting
on their bike.

The cost of the seminar was kept very low because the
people from the Southwest Region of ABATE of Illinois did
a very good job getting sponsors. Gold sponsors include:
Black Diamond H-D, Doc’s H-D, Gateway H-D and Ted’s
Motorcycle World. There were also many other sponsors at
the Silver and Bronze level along with a list of honorable
mentions. Bob Myers, the Southwest Region coordinator for
ABATE of Illinois should also be commended for the excellent
job he did as emcee of the event and host for Slider’s visit to
our area. To accommodate the hearing impaired bikers, Lynn
Mathews and Duane Fly did sign language interpretation.
For more information about ABATE of Illinois., visit their
web site, www.abate-il.org.

While I took a lot of detailed notes at the seminar, I think
it is best for everyone to get the information directly from
a qualified source. Slider will be back in Missouri in
November with this great course and I would recommend it
to everyone. As it gets closer and we get more information,
we will publish it here in The Biking Life.
A member of the audience presented a related item of
interest. There is a membership based air ambulance service
that covers a large portion of the Midwest. If you have a
crash with serious injury in a rural area, they would provide
helicopter service to transport you to the appropriate medical
center. For more information, visit www.lifeteam.net.
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Joe is also a big supporter of the sport of motorcycling. He and
his family have been into dirt bike racing and hill climbs for quite
a while. He is a proud supporter of the American Motorcycle
Association (AMA), a sponsor of the Cahokia Creek Dirt Riders
and, last but not least, a member of ABATE. This is the group that
fights for our ability to ride powersport vehicles without a lot of
government interference. I specifically mentioned powersports
equipment because, here lately, they have also represented ATV
riders because it is a small step from them to motorcyclists.

Jump on a JMP Custom Deal
by Jim Furey
I see a lot of cool bikes in my travels throughout the region, and
a lot of them cost big dollars. However, recently I stopped in at
JMP Cycles at 1490 East Edwardsville Road in Wood River, IL,
and saw some sweet looking customized machines a rider can
get for a very reasonable price. I asked the owner, Joe Panapinto,
about this and he said they were entering the custom bike market
with some conversions to the already sharp line of Kawasakis
they sell. Joe has been in the motorcycle business since 1984, so
you know he is an astute businessman.

In addition to selling Kawasakis at JMP Cycles, they handle
the KTM line of racing motorcycles and, for those of us who
are economically minded, they also sell the Q-Link line of
powersports equipment. The Q-Link scooters are good looking,
the gas mileage they get make them a great alternative to a car
for local trips and they are fun to ride. I know, I took one for a
test spin. But wait, I am getting sidetracked. The first bike they
customized was a Kawasaki 900. They checked and found out
that a 230 rear tire would fit so added that, put on some roaring
pipes and a lowering kit. For just a couple grand more than retail,
they created a head turner bike!
While they have done some pretty cool things already, they are
working on ways to expand their customization of bikes. If you
are in the market for something different than what you normally
see on the street without spending a ton of money, you need to
check this dealer out. If you can’t find something you’d like to
ride here, I don’t think you want to!

APRIL 19-20
GATEWAY INT’L RACEWAY

MADISON, ILLINOIS

• RACING STARTS 9AM BOTH DAYS
• ADMISSION $50 FOR WEEKEND PASS
OR $30 FOR SINGLE DAY PASS
CHILDREN 11 & UNDER FREE
ACTIVE & RESERVE MILITARY FREE
• DISCOUNT TICKETS AVAILABLE AT
GATEWAY DALE’S & SURDYKE HARLEY-DAVIDSON

• AHDRA NITRO PARTIES AT
GATEWAY, DALE’S & SURDYKE HARLEY-DAVIDSON DEALERSHIPS

FRIDAY APRIL 18, FROM 4-7 PM

FREE FOOD, DRINKS, LIVE MUSIC & AHDRA RACEBIKES!

• OFFICIAL H.O.G. PITSTOP

FREE EVENT PIN W/VALID H.O.G. CARD & PAID ADMISSION

• FOR MORE RACE INFORMATION
CALL 336-924-2095 OR VISIT WWW.AHDRA.COM

• FOR TRACK INFORMATION

CALL GATEWAY INT’L RACEWAY AT 618-482-2400 OR VISIT WWW.GATEWAYRACEWAY.COM

• RAMADA-HOST HOTEL

CALL 618-632-4747 ASK FOR AHDRA GROUP RATE

• GYPSY RENDEZVOUS ACTIVITIES @ GATEWAY INT’L RACEWAY

SUNDAY “THE BIKING LIFE MAG” BIKE SHOW
DYNA STREET BOB BIKE RAFFLE – PURCHASE RAFFLE TICKETS @
GATEWAY, DALE’S & SURDYKE HARLEY-DAVIDSON
INFO ON ACTIVITIES CALL 314-845-9900 OR VISIT www.GYPSYRENDEZVOUS.com

DOUG VANCIL

IL BKG LF 08

2007 SCREAMIN EAGLE TOP FUEL CHAMPION
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WIN A 2008 HONDA GOLDWING 1800
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Bullish in Cincinnati
By Jim Furey

Doug and Spiky; oh no, that is a typo I think, I’m sure I
meant Sparky.

One of the things I love best is heading to Cincinnati the
first weekend of February every year. Why would anyone
want to go to Cincinnati the first weekend of February you
ask? What about Florida, Mexico or the Caribbean, you
say? Well while the weather would no doubt be better,
none of those other places is where the V-Twin Expo is
held. This is a fantastic show, but not a place where the
general public is allowed so allow me to be your eyes and
ears.

After spending Saturday checking out all the new
and exciting things manufacturers are bringing to the
marketplace this year, we attended the awards ceremony.
S & S was recognized for their new engine design and the
folks from OCC were feted for their new production bike.
However, probably the big winners of the evening were
the Sucker Punch Sally crew. These guys are really putting
out some very nice bikes at real reasonable prices.

The Expo is for dealers, distributors and the shops they
serve. This is a place where they all come together to
see what is new for the coming year. It is also a place
where numerous manufacturers are recognized for their
contributions, and also the new and innovative products
that they have brought online. This festival of motorcycles
is brought to us by the Paisano Publishing Group, the
same great folks that bring us EasyRiders Magazine every
month.
We arrived on Saturday, although one of these years, I
am either going to leave Joy at home or make her take
off work so we can get there for the Friday night parties.
Walking through the vendor area, you can see everyone
who is anyone in the motorcycle world. I have a difficult
time not geeking out, but I’m getting better. The thing that
never ceases to amaze me is the number of people I know
that I run into here. This year I ran into Steve from Steve’s
Customs in Johnston City and for the second year in a row,
we did some serious partying with the good folks from
Chariots of Fire. We almost always see Jan, Reine, Jake,

We usually try to sit in on some of the seminars because
they are very interesting. Last year we checked out one
that featured a panel that included Billy Lane, Kim Suter,
Kendall Johnson and Roland Sands to name a few. This
year the one we sat in on didn’t include all luminaries like
that, but it did have some shining stars from the industry.
The topic though was survival in tough times, a timely
subject since that is what a lot of shops are going through
right now. It may be difficult, but we need to support them
now.
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seen Urban Cowboy in the 70’s (at least I think that’s the
right decade), I decided I could show them my prowess.
Unfortunately I probably showed them something else,
but we all had a good time. They promised me that what
happens in Cincinnati to me would NOT stay there, so
here I am owning up to it.

Some of the other hometown folks we ran into were, Brian
and Dave from Midwest Motorcycle Supply. It is always a
pleasure to see friends. A little later on, we also saw Denny
Hann from Mid-USA. Denny invited us to this party he
had set up in Kentucky where he and his friends had this
local club really rocking. Before we hooked up with this
group though, we met up with the Chariots of Fire crew
for dinner.
The establishment chosen for dinner had a mechanical
bull, and we were all entertained watching the fools as
we enjoyed our dinner. We got to talking about it, and
it seemed the younger members of our group needed
someone to prime the pump of bull riding. Since I had

Attending the Expo always makes for a most enjoyable
weekend. It gives everyone an opportunity to let their hair
down and get a little down time before charging off into
the hectic riding season. I can promise you there are some
awesome new products out there to enhance the looks
and performance of your machine. Visit some of the bike
shops in your area to have them show them to you--and
yes, I was Sleepless in Cincinnati.
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Upcoming Events
Weekly Events

Tuesday
Two Wheel Tuesday at Show-Mes on Lincoln Highway
in Fairivew Heights, IL and Cape Girardeau, MO
Bike Night the Third Tuesday of the Month at
Down on the Corner n Hwy 96 in Marcelline, IL
Wednesday
Weasel Wednesdays at Double Ds Hangout 9853 S Broadway
St Louis
Bad
Ass
Riders
Ride
leaves
Shady
Jack’s
on
North
Broadway
around
7
PM
Thursdays
STUNNA
Thursdays
At
Paradise
1,
615
Missouri St East St Louis, IL (618) 482-5578
Bike
Night
at
Bikers
Corner
at
1924
N
Vandeventer
Ave
in
St
Louis,
MO
Bike
Night
at
Chuck-A-Burger
3150
Elm
Pointe
Industrial
Dr.,
St
Charles,
MO
Hardriders
call
their
hotline
(314)
340-2000
Bike Night at Geos Wings and More on West Main in
Belleville, IL from 6:30
Friday
Bike
Night
at
Hwy
67
Saloon
in
Festus,
MO on Hwy 67 in Festus, MO 6:30 to 12
The Weekend Kickstart at Jack’s Iron Horse on St Charles
Rock Rd 7:00 PM
April
5th Blessing of the Bikes at the Cross with breakfast at the Harley
Barn afterward at Legacy Harley Davidson in Effingham, IL
6th
Spring
Fling
Bike
Show
at
TJs
Bar
and Grill Hwys 61/67 and Z in Pevely, MO
6th FORR District 6 Bike Blessing riders will leave
RoadHouse 100 in Grays Summit, Mo at 12:30 the Blessing
will be at Jacks Iron Horse on St Charles Rock Rd at 2:30
12th Ozark Mtn HOG Chapter Spring Poker Run
registration 10 to 11:30 at Ozark HD Pavilion in Lebanon, MO
13th Kirkwood HOG Streets of St Louis Poker Run sign up
at Docs Harley Davidson 930 S Kirkwood in Kirkwood, Mo
proceeds to go the families of those killer in Kirkwood on Feb 7th
13th Belleville Swap Meet at Belle-Clair fairgrounds
in Belleville, IL a Thunder Alley Promotions event
18th - 20th Gypsy Rendezvous Weekend Friday night party at
the Surdyke Family Dealerships, Saturday the ride and qualifying
at Gateway for the AHDRA Sunday finals of the AHDRA and
The Biking Life Bike Show at Gateway International Raceway
19th Demo Day test ride the 2008 models and get in gear
for Spring at Legacy Harley Davidson in Effingham, IL
19th Red Knights 1 Night Poker Run sign up at Teds
Motorcycle World on Humbert in Alton, IL from 4 to 6 PM
19th PokerRon forIllinois CenterforAutismsign up from 11 to 1 at
the Illinois Center forAutism 548 S Ruby Ln in Fairview Heights, IL
20th Alton HOG Poker Run sign up at Teds Motorcycle
World on Humbert in Alton, IL from 11:30 to 1:30 PM
20th Paderborn Rat Pack Spring Ride and Poker Run sign
up at Karbans Knotty Pine in Paderborn, Il from 11 to 12:30
20th Poker Run Benefiting the Missouri Veterans Homes starts
at Shooters 141 at Hwy 141 and Marshall Rd in Valley Park, MO at 11

26th 3rd Annual LCPL KYLE PRICE MEMORIAL
RIDE REGISTRATION 7-9 AM, OPENING CEREMONY
9:30 AM, DEPARTURE 10 AM WE WILL RIDE FROM
WOODLAWN VETERANS MEMORIAL, WOODLAWN,
IL AND MAKE AN APPROX. 140 MILE LOOP
26th 2nd Annual Bike Xtravaganza and Family Fun Day
this is bike show and rodeo sponsored by American Legion
Riders Post 429, the event will be held in downtown Lovington,
IL and registration starts at 9 AM for info call (217) 972-0500
26th 2008 Lincoln Circuit Ride start at 8th and Capitol (just
North of Abes Home) in Springfield at 9:00 AM. (Register
at 8:30 AM). This is a historical ride to the County Line
Markers and courthouses where he actually practiced law
26th ABATE Top Gun sign up at Teds Motorcycle
World on Humbert in Alton, IL from 11 AM to 3 PM
26th Lions Club 3rd Annual Ride For Sight
sign up at House Springs, MO Lions Club
26th Benefit Poker Run for Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans
of America sign up 11 to noon at Lyle Fischers 1201 E Main
st in Belleville, IL hosted by Illinois Boozefighters Chapter 96
27th Bush Pilots Poker Run sign up at Teds Motorcycle
World on Humbert in Alton, IL from noon to 2 PM
27th 14th Annual Motorcycle Swap Meet at Shadow Rock
Park at junction of Hwys 76 and 160 east of Branson, MO For
info call (417) 334-0775
May
3rd Tjs Bar and Grill Anniversary Party at TJs Bar and Grill
Hwys 61/67 and Z in Pevely, MO this will be fun and an all day affair
2nd - 4th Niehaus Motorcycle Sales Customer Appreciation
Days at Niehaus Motorcycle in Litchfield, IL see flyer for more info
4th Missouri Mules Annual Charlie McDonald Run sign up
at Jack’s Iron Horse on St Charles Rock Rd from 11 to noon
3rd Cycle Saturday with Lone Star Steakhouse
and
some
great
local
bands
Legacy
HD
3rd Illinois Special Olympics at SIUE Track Field 8 AM
4th Bikers Helping Veterans Poker Run, Show and Auction
poker run starts at L and D Patio McClure, Il at 9 AM the rest of
the events take place at the Cape Girardeau, MO Vets Home
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Clubs & Organizations
.A.R.M (Association of Recovering Motorcyclists)
Chapter 13 - Support and brotherhood for bikers
in recovery meeting and event dates vary, for info
check out the national Web Site
A.B.A.T.E for MO - Gateway to Freedom Chapter
- Meetings are held the 1st Tuesday of the month 7
PM at Shady Jack’s, 1432 N. Broadway, St.Louis
,Mo.63102, 314-241-4644 Email - Web Site
A.B.A.T.E for MO - James Gang Chapter - for
more info visit Web Site for info
A.B.A.T.E for MO - Mexico MO Chapter
- meetings are the last Sunday of the Month
at RICHARD’S CYCLE 4302 S. CLARK
MEXICO, MO. 573-581-0766
A.B.A.T.E of IL - Backroads Chapter - Meetings
are held the 2nd Sunday of the month at 10:00
a.m. at Pop-a-Tops in Ellis Grove, IL. on Rt. 3
for more information please email rogers93@htc.
netWeb Site
A.B.A.T.E of IL - Freedom by Choice - Macon
County area our monthly chapter meetings are
held the 2nd Sunday of every month starting at
1:00 p.m. at the DAV (unless otherwise noted)
Web Site
A.B.A.T.E of IL - Great River Chapter Meetings are held the 2nd Sunday of the
month 2 PM at various locations for info
emailgreatriverabate@msn.com Web Site
A.B.A.T.E of IL - Peo-Taz Chapter - visit Web
Site for more info
A.B.A.T.E of IL - Prairieland Chapter - Meetings
are held the 3rd Sunday of the month 1 PM at the
Prairieland ABATE Building located at 1901 N.
Railroad Ave Decatur, IL Web Site
A.B.A.T.E of IL - St Clair County - St. Clair
County meetings are held on the second Thursday
of each month at 7 p.m., at the Fairview Hts Elks
Club, corner of Old Lincoln Trail and Hwy 161,
Fairview Hts, IL Web Site
A.B.A.T.E. of IL - Piasa-Gateway Chapter Chapter meetings are held the 2nd Saturday of
every month starting at 7:00 p.m. Our meetings
are held at the Cottage Hills V.F.W. Post 7678,
121 S. Williams Street, Cottage Hills, IL.
618.259.0559. Web Site
American Legion Riders - Meetings are held
the 4th Wednesday of the month 7:30 PM at
American Legion Post 162 for more info call
Rich (314) 832-2469
American Legion Riders 365 - We meet on the 4th
Tuesday of each month at 7pm at the Collinsville
American Legion Post 365, 1022 Vandalia,
Collinsville, IL 62234 Phone: 618-566-0567
American Legion Riders 708 - Meetings are held
the 3rd Sunday of the month 7:00 PM at the Troy,
IL American Legion Post
Association MC - Jonesboro, AR visit Web Site
for info
Bikers Against Child Abuse (BACA) Dam
Missouri Chapter - Meetings 1st Thursday of the
month call CC Ryder 573-216-3014 for location
Bikers Against Child Abuse (BACA) East
Missouri Chapter - East Missouri Chapter
Meetings Moose Lodge at 2625 Woodson Rd.
in Overland, MO 63114 it is on Woodson at the
intersection of Midland and Woodson behind QT
west of 170 south of the airport at 10am on the

third Sunday of every month. All bikes and bikers
are welcome. Hotline (314) 277-8905 or (314)
719-2928 Email - Web Site
Bikers Against Child Abuse (BACA) Illinois
Chapter - Illinois Chapter Meetings We meet the
second Sunday of the month at the O Fallon, IL
VFW For more information call (618) 363 4028
All bikes and bikers are welcome.
Bond Slaves MC - Christian Motorcyclists visit
Web Site for info
Bootleggers MC - welcomes all brands of bikes
monthly meeting First Saturday of the month
please call Lon Bishop president at 618-2516160
Christian Motorcycle Assn (CMA) Broken
Chains - Meetings on the first Saturday of the
month at 9 AM at the Dennys in Lake St Louis,
MO (exit 214 off I70). Call Mac (636) 577-5656
Web Site
Christian Motorcycle Assn (CMA) Cross Road
Riders - meetings on the 2nd Sunday of the
month at the Union, MO Public Library contact
Lonnie 636-583-4871 for info
Christian Motorcycle Assn (CMA) Good News
Riders - Meetings second Thurdays 7:30 PM Fire
Mountain 8925 Watson Crestwood, MO. Call
Jim (314) 434-2282 Email - Web Site
Christian Motorcycle Assn (CMA) SEMO Son
Riders - visit Web Site
Christian Motorcycle Assn (CMA) Servant Riders
- Meetings on the third Saturday of the month at
10 AM Fire Mountain 8925 Watson Crestwood,
MO. Call Jim (314) 434-2282
Christian Motorcycle Assn (CMA) Steelhorse
Prophets - visit Web Site
Concours Owners Group - Monthly breakfast
rides third Sunday of month Except April which
is the fourth Sunday. Meet at Quick Trip on south
Outer Rd I-44 and MO Hwy W Eureka, MO 636
278 2276 or http://www.concours.org
Cosmic Riders Motorcycle Association Waterloo, IL visit Web Site or call Moondog 618
363-6614 or email moondog@htc.net
Diehard Bikers - This is a fun club from the
Southern Illinois area for more info visit http://
www.diehardbikers.com
Dream Weavers Motorcycle Club - Meets first
Thursday of each month at 7pm at the Woodriver
VFW Post 2859. Please check the Web Site for
details.
Euro Motor Union of Greater St. Louis - Meetings
7:30 pm First Tuesday at Sports Page Inn Old Rte
3 South of Dupo IL (314) 994-1257
Fat Boys Ride with Pride - every third Sunday meet
from 11 to noon meeting spots vary so check the
website for info email trick thefatboys@charter.
net Web Site
FOG MC - Freakin Old Guys must be 45+ to join
for info email budtrk@hotmailc.om website is
coming fogmc.com
Freedom of Road Riders: Local 20 - Meetings the
last Sunday of the month at 1PM at the Eagles
Club in Dexter, MO Web Site
Freedom of Road Riders: Local 24 - This chapter
was closed due to lack of support from local
riders.
Freedom of Road Riders: Local 25 - Meetings the
third Sunday 1:00 PM at the American Legion
Hall in Old Town St. Peters, MO (636) 278-5910

Freedom of Road Riders: Local 28 - Meetings the
first Friday of the month 7:00 PM at the Pulaski
Co Shrine Club Hwy 17 South Buckhorn, MO for
info local28@earthlink.net
Freedom of Road Riders: Local 32 - Meetings
First Sunday of the month 1 PM at LeeBos
Roadhouse Hwy 84 East Caruthersville, MO
Freedom of Road Riders: Local 34 - Meetings
the third Wednesday of the month at Bullwinkle’s
Pub Hwys T and 60 in Poplar Bluff, MO Web
Site
Freedom of Road Riders: Local 35 - Meetings on
the third Saturday of the month at the Americna
Legion Hall in Artesian Park Clinton, MO
Freedom of Road Riders: Local 38 - Meetings the
First Sunday of the month 11:30 AM at TJ’S Bar
& Grill Hwys 61/67 & Z in Pevely, MO (636)
464-2941
Freedom of Road Riders: Local 42 - Meetings
the last Wednesday of the month 6:30 PM at
Roadhouse 100, 2763 Hwy 100, Gray Summit,
MO (636) 271-9123
Freedom Riders - welcomes all bikers and bikes
to come ride with them email ride4jc1 @aol.com
for details.
Full Circle Motorcycle Association - meetings
are on the first sunday of every month. our home
page is at fcmabiker.com http://www.fcmabiker.
com
Gateway River Rats - Meets the second Saturday
of the month at 11 AM. at Good Times Tavern
200 N Main St Dupo, IL for info check the web
Gateway X-treme Riders Assoc - St. Louis MO
area including Metro East IL Club is primarily for
owners/riders of Honda VTX cruisers. All bikes
are welcome. Web site: http://groups.yahoo.com/
group/gatewayvtx
Glory Riders - Group from Glen Carbon, IL email
www.gloryriders@charter.net
Gold Wing Road Riders Association (GWRRA)
- Have various meeting locations in the Metro
St. Louis Area. Check out the one nearest you at
http://www.stlouisgwrra.homestead.com
Harley Owners Group Alton, IL Chapter - Fourth
Thursday of month 7:30 PM at Alton Sports Tap
Route 140 & Route 3 Alton, IL. Ladies of Harley
fourth Thurs also at Alton Sports Tap, Banquet
room.
Harley Owners Group Borbeuse Vally Chapter Meets second Sunday of the month, 10:00 AM at
Pizza and Pasta Co. Restaurant - Union, MO call
(636) 451-0106 for more info or directions.
Harley Owners Group Decatur IL Chapter meetings are held on the second Tuesday of each
month at 6:30 at the dealership
Harley Owners Group Festus MO Chapter - First
Wed of month, 7:30 at Surdyke Harley Davidson
2435 Highway 67, Festus, MO. Please call the
dealership for more info (636) 931 8700.
Harley Owners Group Gateway to the West
Chapter - Third Thursday of the month 8 pm
at Gateway to the West Harley Davidson, 3600
Lemay Ferry Rd., St. Louis, MO, LOH meets
the fourth Tuesday of the month at Carussos in
Oakville, MO at 7:30 PM for more info go to
Web Site.
Harley Owners Group Kirkwood MO Chapter Meets second Tuesday of the month at 7:30 PM
at Stratford Inn - Gazebo Room, 800 S. Highway
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BIKERS HELPING VETERANS EVENT

May 4, 2008

POKER RUN - L & D PATIO, McCLURE, IL
FIRST HAND AT 9:00 AM
ENDING AT THE CAPE VETERAN’S HOME
2400 Veteran’s Memorial Dr., Cape Girardeau, MO 12:30 PM
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VETERANS RECOGNITION AWARDS 2:00 PM
All Judging by Veteran’s Home Residents
For more information call: Jerry (573) 264 - 1125 or Tom (573) 545-4591
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Drive, Fenton, Missouri 63026 (Across From
The Chrysler Plant). The LOH meeting is held
at Culpeppers, 312 S Kirkwood, Kirkwood, MO
on the first Thursday of month. Everyone is
welcome. - Web Site.
Harley Owners Group Ozark Mountain Chapter
- meets the third Sunday of the month at 1 PM at
Ozark Harley Davidson 2300 Evergreen Parkway
from May - Sep meetings are 11 AM for info
contact Web Site or call 417 532-2900
Harley Owners Group River Road Chapter - first
Wednessday of the month at 7 PM alternates
monthly between TNT Action Sports and TriState establishments for info visit Web Site or
call 217 224-1004
Harley Owners Group Springfield IL Chapter
- second Wednesday of each month 7 PM at
Breaktime call dealership for info 217 528-8356
Harley Owners Group St Charles Chapter - Meets
at 7:00 p.m. every first Wednesday of the month
at the Veterans of Foreign Wars Post #2866, 2201
South Old Highway 94, St. Charles, MO 63303.
Web Site
Harley Owners Groups Belleville, IL Chapter
- Third Wednesday of month, 7:30 PM at the
ELKS club at corner of Route 161 and Lincoln
Trail in Fairview Heights, IL. Call dealership if
you have questions (618) 277-8864. Web Site.
Honda Sport touring Assn - St Louis area first
Saturday of the month; South Central MO area
second Saturday of the month; Kanasa City area
third Saturday of the month. Please join us at any
time home.kc.rr.com/mosilhsta. Garth Haubner
at (636) 928 6939 email: ghaubner@juno.com
or Tom Trieschmann at (314) 692 7463 email
ttriesch@inlink.com
Illinois Motorcyclists Rights Association - an
organization that concentrates on the street riders
right visit the website Web Site
In Country Vets Motorcycle Club - must have
served in Vietnam and own a 500+ cc motorcycle
any type for info visit Web Site or call 618-9103698
Knights of the Word MM - for more info visit
Web Site
LOMA (lake of the Ozarks Motorcycle
Association) - call their rides/ events hotline 573480-7433 for info
Marion Roadrunners Riders Group - meetings are
held on the 3rd Tuesday of the month at 7pm at
the Eagles Hall in Marion, IL. The meetings are
open to every one. More info as well as events are
available on their web site Web Site
MidSouth Riders - of Northwest Tennessee visit
Web Site for info
Midwest Cafe Racing Assn - Ride Line: (314)
481 8078; email: Rideline@mcraracing.com;
website: Web Site
Midwest Trail Riders Assn. - Email:
mtra@ridemtra.com;
website:
http://www.
ridemtra.com ; event hotline: (314) 434-5095
Missouri Mules Motor Club Inc - Meets every
Thursday at 7:00PM at: Judy’s Fireside 2128
Woodson RD verland Mo. 63114 call 314 429
0555 for more info
Missouri Road Dogs - Sikeston, MO email
moroaddog@aol.com for more info
Norton Owners Club - Interested parties can
email shurst01@mail.win.org or visit Web Site

Outlanders - All motorcycles, family oriented org
promoting fun events without negative attitudes,
drugs or alcohol. 4pm ever 4th Saturday. For
information on were the meeting will be at you
can contact us at our Web Site
Patriots MC - Paragould, AR call Don 870 2403925 for info
Reelfoot Lake Night Riders - Tipton, TN for info
visit Web Site
REGULDAORES L.E.M.C - Law enforcement
motorcycle club for info visit Web Site
River Road Riders - All Brand Motorcycle Club
meetings are held the second Wednesday of the
month at the Alton Sports Tap 7:00 PM
Road Raptors Riding Club - Meets at Fairview
Heights, IL VFW Hall on Rte 159 at 7:00 PM
first Wednesday of the month all bike brands
welcome. Web Site
Road Rebels Riding Club - An all brand riding
club, for more info about the club email President
Rick “Grumpy” White roadrebelgrump@yahoo.
com or 618-972-4951
Road Riders for Jesus - Alton IL Chapter - meets
the 4th Thu each month 6:30pm Golden Corral
2723 Corner Court Parkway call Tom 314-9225670 for info
Road Riders for Jesus - Belleville IL Chapter
- Meets 2nd Monday every month, eats at 6:30
pm, meeting at 7:00 pm at Crehan’s Irish Pub,
5500 North Belt West, Belleville, IL. For info call
Hogdaddy Glenn 618.972.5875
Road Riders for Jesus - Decatur IL Chapter Meets the 3rd Tue each month 6:30pm Round
Table Restaurant 2959 N Oakland Dr Bob 217620-4196
Road Riders for Jesus - Effingham IL Chapter
- meets the 3rd Mon each month at 6:30 pm
Ponderosa 131 N. Keller Drive Fred 217-3426430
Road Riders for Jesus - Joplin MO Chapter meets the 4th Sat each month 8am Petro Truck
Stop I-44 and Hwy 43 Ron 417-843-3965
Road Riders for Jesus - Kingdom City MO
Chapter - meets the 1st Sat each month 8am Petro
Truck Stop 3304 Gold Ave Randy 573-564-6167
Road Riders for Jesus - Lincoln IL Chapter meets the 3rd Fri. each month 6:30pm Wendy’s
2815 Woodlawn Rd Cleo 309-562-7370
Road Riders for Jesus - Litchfield IL Chapter meets the 4th Sat each month at 11am Maverick
1403 Stamer Rd David 217-324-2467
Road Riders for Jesus - Montgomery City MO
Chapter - meets the 3rd Sat each month 5pm
Maggie’s Truck Stop New Florence Jct Randy
573-564-6167
Road Riders for Jesus - Mount Vernon IL Chapter
- meets the 3rd mon each month 6:30pm Ryan’s
4615 Broadway St. Ron 618-266-7129
Road Riders for Jesus - North Saint Louis County
MO Chapter - meets the 2nd Sat each month
9:30am Grace Church St Louis 2695 Creve Coeur
Mill Rd Maryland Hts Mike 636-940-9033
Road Riders for Jesus - Peoria IL Chapter - meets
the 2nd Mon each month 6:30pm Pizza Works
3221 N Prospect Peoria Heights, IL Terry 309231-1670
Road Riders for Jesus - Saint Charles MO
Chapter - meets the 3rd Sat each month 8am
Holiday Inn 4221 Veteran’s Memorial Parkway

Jack 636- 447-8138
Road Riders for Jesus - Saint Louis MO Chapter
- meets the 2nd Sat each month 3pm Ponderosa
Delores Dr and Hwy 30 Fenton,MO John 314631-5690
Road Riders for Jesus - Shelbyville IL Chapter
- meets the 2nd Mon each month 6:30pm
Mcdonald’s 1012 W Main St Jerry 217-7745405
Road Riders for Jesus - Sullivan IL Chapter meets the 1st Tue each month The Spot Restaurant
10 E Harridon St.Pete 217-728-7566
Road Riders for Jesus - Troy IL Chapter - meets
the 3rd Thu each month 6:30pm at Burger King
700 Edwardsville Rd Mike 618-346-2462
Road Riders for Jesus - Vandalia IL Chapter meets the 4th Mon each month 6:30pm Ponderosa
2727 Veterans Ave Darrell 618-283-4141
Road Riders for Jesus - Wright City MO Chapter
- meets the 1st Sat each month 5pm Church of the
Nazarene Hwy 70 exit 200 Rod 636-745-3901
Shadow Riders - Greater St. Louis MO Web Site
meet on fourth Tuesday of month at Manchester
Elks Lodge at 7pm (314) 477-9976 ext 772.
Southern Breed Kennett MO Chapter - for info
visit Web Site
Southern Cruisers Chapter 47 - St Louis, MO
E-Mail - j.hillier@odinsys.com for more info.
Columbia, MO Chapter - visit the website Web
Site or email midlam69@aol.com
Southern Illinois Star Riders - Meet the first
Sunday of each month in Collinsville, IL. Contact
wizardandangel@yahoo.com or visit Web Site
Southwest Illinois Ronin Riding Club - First
Saturday of each month at Noon at various area
locations. Ride follows monthly meeting. This is
an all-brand riding club. Call Bonedaddy at 618696-7768 or Trainwreck at (618) 973-6405 for
meeting location or more information Web Site
St Louis Motorcycle Club - Meets the second
Thursday of the month at 7:30 at Goff-Moll
American Legion 2721 Collier Brentwood, MO
visit Web Site for more info.
Star Touring and Riding Chapter 275 - meets at
1 PM the first Sunday of the month at Victory
Lane Powersports in Swansea, IL all bikes are
welcome to this family oriented group for info
call Jeff (618) 977-2184 or visit Web Site
Tribe of Judah Motorcycle Ministry - meets the
third Saturday of the month at 7 PM for info
contact Jack Sims 636 398-8488
Vendettas Motorcycle Club Bootheel Chapter
- PO Box 831, Doniphan, MO 63935 or
kzkat420@gmail.com
Veterans of Vietnam - open to all honorably
discharged Vietnam Era Vets for info visit Web
Site
Vietnam Veterans M/C – Illinois Chapter for more
information email them at vnvmcillusa@yahoo.
com
Vietnam Veteran’s M/C – St. Louis Charter for more
information email j.m.hollenbeck@sbcglobal.net
Women on Wheels Heartland Chapter - Meetings
are held the third Wednesday of the month at
7:00 p.m at Thornhill Branch - St. Louis County
Library,12863 Willowyck Drive(Off of Fee Fee,
1 mile north of Olive), St. Louis, MO Web Site.
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A Heroes Remembrance
by Jim Furey

Another stop has been added in Waltonville, IL, at
Kyle’s gravesite. The final stop will be at the Last
Call Tavern in Ashley, IL. If you can’t make it on the
The real tragedy of war is the loss of young lives. ride, then come out and join us here. There will be
These are lives that have not even begun to fulfill some eats, some music and a lot of other things to
their potential. You don’t hear much about it on the make for a fun evening.
evening news because I guess what happened to
Britney this week is more important to some, but not There is more to this event. Yes, this is a fundraiser,
to a lot of us. These events touch people’s lives in but the funds don’t go to the family or to the daughter
very real ways. One of these young heroes was from Kyle left behind. No his parents do not do this for
Woodlawn, IL, and his name is Kyle Price. You have personal gain, but rather to keep the memory of
read a little about him in these pages before. Perhaps Kyle and what he believed in alive. He believed in
you recognize the name from the Faces of Freedom volunteering as was stated earlier; he believed in Boy
by Valerie Nichols, a book that profiles one fallen Scouting. I didn’t know anyone was in Boy Scouts
hero from each state. The good folks at Dale’s Harley anymore, I thought kids all just played video games.
Davidson built a military themed motorcycle for their Kyle not only believed in it, he gave it his all and
biker build-off and when they learned of Kyle’s fate he achieved the rank of Eagle Scout. I know from
they dedicated it to him. It was at this bike’s unveiling personal experience that is a huge accomplishment
that I met Kyle’s mom, Cheryl and his wife who at the and one that takes drive and determination.
time of Kyle’s passing was carrying his child, now a
Last year the organizers of this ride gave out two
young girl named Madison.
$250 scholarships to the college of the recipient’s
I recently caught up with Cheryl and John Hunsell; it choice. They also gave $1,000 to the Wounded Heroes
is time for the 3rd Annual LCPL Kyle Price Memorial Organization. Many of you may be like me and are
Ride. There is a flyer with all the information on the not familiar with this organization. I learned that they
next page. This young man who always volunteered help service members that are suffering all types of
to help with any cause inspired this ride, but it is truly difficulties. Last but not least, they donated $500 to
Boy Scout Troop 102 which allowed them to defray
a celebration of all who served this country.
the costs of scouting, and buy new tents. Truly it was
The ride starts at the Woodlawn Veteran’s Memorial you and people like you that made this possible, and I
and then takes a scenic route through eastern Illinois. know that the family appreciates your support.
Each stop is a celebration of Midwestern patriotism.
On past rides at some stops, there have been speeches Kyle’s parents have taken a personal tragedy, one
by people like Michelle Baugh of the Vietnam that haunts them to this day, and have turned it into
Vets Association whose life started out much like a celebration of veterans and of life. This ride has
young Madison’s. At other stops, bands would play steadily grown over the years; the first year they had
the National Anthem and hold small ceremonies 68 riders and last year they had more than 120 at one
point. You can join the ride wherever you like, but this
commemorating their community’s veterans.
is one you should definitely taking part in. This year’s
th
This year, the stops are in Centralia, Salem, Fairfield, ride takes place on April 26 ; the reason the ride is
Flora and Mt. Vernon and some are at community war always near this date is because Kyle’s birthday was
rd
memorials, American Legion Posts or at restaurants the 23 . In addition to taking part in the ride, there is
like the Sonic in Centralia which will feed the people also some cool gear that commemorates this young
taking part in this ride. I almost said the riders, but hero and you can check it out at Lil Darlins Gifts
this ride is not limited to just motorcyclists. All are in the Mt. Vernon, IL Mall or you can go on-line to
urged to take part regardless of vehicle type so come kylepricememorialride.org. I hope to see many of you
in your car, come in your truck. Heck, fly your ultra there. This promises to be a ride that will touch you
light, but come out and support this great cause. like no other.
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Do You Need More?
The weather keeps trying to change and
we’ve had several really nice days. Cabin fever
is at its height; we cannot wait to get out of the
house and do things outdoors. The first nice day in
March all of the bike shops were filled with people
getting ready to ride. I have had all winter to get
tires and an oil change on the bike, but I put it off
until the last minute and the bike is not ready for
spring riding. Now there is a two-week waiting list
to get it into the shop. Obviously, I’m not the only
one who waited. Why do I always wait until I really
want to be riding to do what I’ve had all winter to
get done? (Just the same as writing this article: I
know it’s due on the 15th of every month, but I’m
always writing it midnight on the 14th.) Most of our
lives we live this way and then we end up stressed
out and angry.
When you think about it, it is our lack of
planning that causes us to be stressed out. There
are only 24 hours in a day and 7 days a week.
We all have the same amount of time. We set the
alarm to get up in the morning and head to bed
at the end of our day; all of us have some control
over our decisions of what happens in-between.
Sometimes we think we don’t have enough time or
money to do what we want to make us happy. We
spend more than we should and don’t save for the
rough times. Look around; we all do it!
Adam and Eve did this in their garden in
paradise; they just wanted to eat a little more and
Eve kept looking at the better-looking fruit. When
someone asked Howard Hughes how much money
was enough, he said “Just a little more.” We are
no different; we just want “a little more” also. This
gets us all in a lot of trouble. We need to learn to
use wisely the time, money and resources that God
has given us and to be content with it. In 1 Timothy
5:17-19, Paul tells us: “put hope in God, who richly
provides us with everything for our enjoyment….do
good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous
and willing to share. In this way, they will lay up
treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for
the coming age, so that they may take hold of the
life that is truly life.”
All of us need to replan our lives and find

our priorities according to these verses and the
original plan God has for us. If you don’t know
how to ask God to be a part of your life, it’s as easy
as talking to your very best friend who sits next to
you. If you aren’t sure how to begin this friendship,
ask any Christian biker at your next event, contact
one of the following people, or call me.
The
CMA Missouri State Coordinator is Clark (Lucille)
Doughty, 816-697-3077, wingman@wcblue.com;
and the Illinois State Coordinator is Don (Vicky)
Brown, 217-629-8938, vdBrown77@aol.com. For
more information about CMA, you can contact
either of the above or call me at 314-434-2282 or
e-mail me at h2osjk@prodigy.net.
Jim Waters
President - Good News Riders
CMA St. Louis, MO
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OCC Army National Guard Chopper
By John Skala
On Wednesday, February 13, the OCC built Army National
Guard Patriot Chopper stopped by Surdyke Harley-Davidson
in Festus, MO. If you are a regular viewer of American
Chopper, you may have seen this bike being built in a couple
of recent episodes. The bike on display is one of three
identical bikes built for the Army National Guard. While one
is a stationary display, the other two are crossing the country
promoting the benefits of joining the Guard.
(except for the bullets flying out of the rotating barrels).
On hand at Surdyke Harley-Davidson were a few local
members of the Missouri Army National Guard. Including

Paul Jr. and Jason were given some help designing the bike
with ideas submitted by soldiers across the country. The four
soldiers whose ideas were used include the following: Chief
Warrant Officer David Vasquez of Colorado; Sgt 1st Class
Matthew Billet of Georgia; Sgt 1st Class Richard Crawford of
Illinois and PFC Joseph Scheibe of Ohio. The seven spokes
on the wheels contain the seven Army values. The struts are
replicas of the magazine used in the M-4. The paint scheme is
red, white and blue with the camouflage of the Army combat
uniform bursting out from underneath. This represents the
dual roles of the citizen soldiers in the National Guard. The
gas tank displays a list of the wars and conflicts in which the
National Guard participated.
What rider hasn’t wished that they had an automatic weapon
and a few grenades on their bike? When the bike is running,
the gatlin-gun tip on the muffler spins just like the real thing

a couple from my former unit, the 220th Engineer Company.
In addition to the various emergency needs around the state
where the Missouri Guard has been pressed into service by
the governor, they have also recently been called to duty in
the middle east over the last few years. As this issue goes to
press, over 1000 Guardsmen from across the state are training
to be deployed in Kosovo to support the NATO peacekeeping

operations.
For more information about the Missouri National Guard, visit
their web site at www.moguard.com. For more information
about Orange County Choppers and their bikes you can go to
www.orangecountychoppers.com.
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Wide Open Show Returns
by Rob ‘Bobo’ Belinski

In February we were once again treated to the spectacle

that is the Wide Open Bike Show. Like last year, this
year’s event was held at the Family Arena in St. Charles,
MO. This is a really nice venue with a good location. The
Wide Open Bike Show has become the first big event of
the motorcycling year for the St. Louis area. The timing
helps prime us all for the upcoming riding season and
when you see all that is new, it certainly gives one an idea
as to where to spend those refund and rebates checks the
government owes us. There is always something going
on there: live music, Hooters or Wide Open girls, and, of
course, the bikes. Some of the sharpest motorcycles from
throughout the Midwest showed up to vie for the top prize
of $2,000, and the notoriety that winning a show of this
caliber can bring a builder.
I especially like this show because I get to see so many of
my friends. This year was no exception, the local builders
were all represented with some of the latest creations from
Chariots of Fire, particularly that bad ass little bobber that
Jake built, but more about that later. Pure Evil was their
showing off their Red Rocker bike. If you hurry you may
be able to still get one of the 100 numbered bikes like it
that will be built, and if you act soon enough, you can
even request a serial number. The artists behind Cutting
Edge Cycles were there, and, of course, DJ Weil from Big
Boyz Custom Cycles was there showing off one of his
trike conversions. In addition to all the builders that were
entered in the show, t5here was also nationally renowned
builder, Kim Suter, the creator behind the Big Inch Bikes
line of motorcycles.
There were some new faces seen here like Jim O’Brien
of Driven Cycles in St. Charles. This guy is continuing to
expand his reputation for being one of the best wrenches
around. Keith Summer was here also showing what he
can do to improve the looks of your bike with his artistic
talents. If you are thinking about getting your tins painted,

you need to check this guy out. Pure Evil uses him.
Pretty much no matter what you were looking for in the
way of motorcycles or accessories, it was here. There were
parts vendors like E & M Motorcycle Parts, Canyon Run
and Mid-USA. There were leather sellers, sunglasses and
David Mann’s spirit was felt as his wife, Jacquie, was there
selling prints of some of his most famous pieces. Next time
you are at an event and she is there too, visit with her for a
while. She is truly a remarkable person.
This year’s show was augmented; oh no, tell me I didn’t
just say that! It’s true though; one of the giveaways was a
breast augmentation given to some lucky girl. That was
great marketing by Ralph Roades, as this giveaway created
a lot of buzz for the show and certainly helped draw the
throngs that attended.
One of the big hits of the show was the bobber that Jake
Knobbe finished just days before. I know because when I
saw it earlier in the week, it was close but still not done.
This young man built a really badass bobber his first
time out and the pains he took in building the bike were
rewarded as he won his class. That is very impressive. I’m
not sure I could do that even enlisting the help of all my
friends, so my hat is off to you, young man.
The big winners of the show in St. Louis, as was also the
case in Kansas City, were Mark and Randy from Cutting
Edge Cycles. These guys design some rolling art and
don’t get the recognition they deserve. In fact after they
were featured on the cover of the January issue, I received
several emails that made that same point, so I am not alone
in admiring their work.
This year though, as in every year this show has come
to town, the big winners were the folks from Bikers for
Babies / The March of Dimes. They man the gate and do
security work and, in return, they always receive a generous
donation from the organizers of the event. I know that the
support from the biking community is appreciated by this
organization as well as many others that have received
financial assistance from bikers.
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Bike Night Every Thursday

Geo’s Wings & More
4307 West Main St
Belleville, Illinois
(618) 233 - 9464
Featuring Domestic Beer Buckets - $9.00
12 “ pizza $7.00, wings for $5.50
and $2.oo longnecks
Music, hot Rods welcome to And surprises
Meet your Friends here every Thursday
Starting April 17th right after tax day
sponsored by
The Biking Life
Come out and party with us
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The Biking (ridng) Life in Pictures
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Gateway BMW Shows New Models
By John Skala
Gateway BMW in St Louis held an open house on
March 8th to show off the latest models and celebrate
Team BMW’s entry in the Daytona 200. As usual,
Dave Hunter and his staff were gracious hosts. This
is the first time Team BMW Motorrad Motorsport
raced in the AMA Formula Xtreme.

BMW of North America also held a drawing and
gave away a F800GS dual sport motorcycle on a live
web cast. BMW invented the adventure motorcycle
category in 1980 with the R80GS. That was the first
of the dual sport motorcycles that are at home both
on and off the paved road.
BMW now offers a wide range of models from 650 to
1200cc. Their bikes include: dual sport, urban, sport,
touring and high performance models with both air
and liquid cooled engines. To find out more, stop by
and see Bob Honz and his crew at Gateway BMW or
visit their web site, www.gatewaybmw.com

MAKE THE TRIP TO THE MAILBOX A PLEASURE

FOR ONLY $3285
Ted’s Motorcycle World
4103 Humbert Road
Alton, IL 62002 (618) 462 - 3030
www.tedsmotorycleworld.com
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recently attended the AMA District 18 awards banquet at
the Elks Lodge in Washington, Missouri. We celebrated
as our rider, Kevin Miller, received his awards (two
#1 plates on his way to turning semi-pro in 2008), and
also supported the other racers who bring thrills to their
families, fans, and crowds at places like the BET club
grounds (check out www.betdirt.com for a schedule of
2008 events), Belle-Clair Fairgrounds, and many other
local tracks.

AMA Awards Banquet Caps Exciting
Season
by Killer Miller
We here at The Biking Life not only cover races in our
magazine and DVD, we also support racers and racing
at both the local and national levels. To that end, we

Rewarded racers ranged from young (5 and 6 years old)
to veteran (over 50 years old) riders. These included the
following:
Brittany Hamel of Van’s Yamaha
Jeff Carver of the same
The Jones family (who had a great night, bringing home
three #1 plates)
Bret Boyd (who took another title home)
After the awards were handed out and dinner was over,
it was time for the winner of the door prize, a Kawasaki
110 donated by S&S Kawasaki, to be announced. I won’t
name the lucky individual, but he’s been trying for years
to win the pit bike and he finally did (although I think his
girlfriend is going to claim it). The staff at The Biking
Life would like to thank all the riders, sponsors, and
other people who donate their time to make racing in this
area (whether it’s hill-climb, TT, flat-track, or MX) so
thrilling. See you at the track in 2008.

The Biking Life Page 47

The Biking Life Page 49

A Hot Winter Evening
By John Skala

The luau started with a pulled pork dinner in a
tropical setting between the palm trees. In between
sets, while the band took a break, they held the
hula, limbo and outrageous tourists contests.

It was a cool winter night outside, but the members
of the Gateway To The West H.O.G. chapter were
heating it up inside at their recent winter luau. Jam
Central Station helped add to the heat with their
kick-ass rock tunes that had the crowd on their feet.

Danny and Sarah Lansford (guests from Bourbeuse
Valley) were the winners in the hula contest.
I certainly lost my bet when I put my money on
the petite young lady only to have her be beaten
by Mike Borgman, who was the tallest guy in
the contest. (And he didn’t spill a drop from that
beverage can).

There wasn’t much doubt who was going to win the
outrageous tourist contest once I saw Sue Tiehes
and Ken Braun.
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“The Way It Is”
by Robert Barnhill
ON A STEEL PONY
I grew up dreaming of being a
cowboy, and living the cowboy
way, riding the open range and
taking just what is needed for
another day.
My Christmas gifts included
a “chrome” six shooter with a
longhorn steer head embossed on the ivory grips. I’d spend a
nickel for ten rolls of caps that didn’t last through an afternoon’s
shootout.
Just imagine riding the open range for hours that turned into
days in the saddle. There would be a rain slicker for the rains on
those long wet cattle drive days and your own brand of misery.
The smells of the country, dust in a dry throat and stopping at
watering holes to wash it clear.
The dream was broken by a call for dinner, and later came a
job and family to support. But you always knew there was a
cowboy inside with the longing to live the cowboy way. Months
turned into years, and now you awake knowing your best days
will soon be past.
The hair has begun to thin. Now old memories and some cash
have brought you to the showroom floor. There, she stands
beside you, but will never understand; it’s a nod of her head you
waited for this day.
There’s a new saddle from Milwaukee, and the sounds of the
wolves; a loud growl from twin pipes like the thundering horses
heard so many miles away. The reins are now chrome plated
and spurs, just a twist of the wrist that once held the reins of a
broomstick so long ago. A new set of heroes, where Tex, Roy
and John once rode across the room as you watched day after
day. You sit at a new watering hole and close your mind to dream
of a world not far away.
Dreaming a new dream of being a cowboy, and living the
cowboy way, you have roll tied behind, and no destination. You
ride and spend days in the saddle. Like a cattle drive, there’s a
journey ahead.
Feeling the wind through your hair, new leather chaps keeping
the harsh elements away, you make your way west to the Dakotas.
You see the monument of Crazy Horse and you feel closer than
the ride to a stone mountain of presidents.
The map tells you where to turn right, and you ride on to find
herds of the mighty buffalo that somehow lived on, into our life
today. Ahead, hundreds of head cross the road, with their young
by their side.
Behind you are the many steel ponies yet to come this way.
Some riders wear new boots, some aged and worn, but all are
carrying the same dream, a dream that brought you all here
today.
As you ride past a stone monument yet to be finished, in your
mind, you hear him say...
“On a steel pony........ today, my children......... shall ride”.
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An Inkling

This month’s tattoo was submitted by Pat Wilson from
Okawville, Illinois. He is very proud of it as he should
be it has a lot of work. Pat told us that it was done by
Lynn McNew who plies his trade at Almighty Studios
Tattoos and Piercing on West Main St. in Belleville, IL.
Pat is very impressed with Lynn in fact he thinks every
time Lynn picks up the gun he gets better and better. These
two are currently working on my sleeves and this is the
latest addition. You need to check him out, he’s running
a one man show right now but he’s the best I’ve seen
since Midwest Mingo quit the business, definitely worth
checking out!

Sit “N” Bull Saloon
Home of the
“Bullburger”

Fri & Sat:
Music/KaraLiokvee

Coming in ‘08:

www.sit-n-bull.com
All-U-Can-Eat Homestyle Buffet!
31 South Mill St. • New Memphis
Kitchen open daily at 11 am
618-588-3003

The Biking Life is always looking for
good salespeople and writers. You
get to meet the best people bikers
and have a lot of fun. We are the
number one publication in the region. If this Sounds like you please
give me (jim) a call (314) 322 - 7883
and lets grow together
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