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Letter From The Publisher
By James Furey
Welcome, on August 14 we will celebrate our seventh 
anniversary. I am pumped about that and truth is we are 
already wee lint our eight year of publication. This year 
once again we are having two starting places we ill have 
sign up at the South County Hooters on Lemay Ferry and 
also at Geo’s Wings and More in Belleville, IL. When I 
returned home from active duty after the first year of the 
Global War on Terrorism and had visions of this magazine 
dancing in my head I had no idea that seven years later we 
would still be going strong.

The magazine has shown consistent growth throughout 
our history that is because of the support of an awesome 
family of readers of which you are one. This magazine 
has also grown because people know they can trust us. 
Our advertisers trust us and you trust us. You believe 
we practice integrity in all we do and we try. I have seen 
some who will say or do anything and in fact I have had 
colleagues who have behaved in this manner. They are no 
longer associated with us. My name is on this publication 
and my good name is important to me. Sometimes it seems 
believing in living up to your agreements has gone out of 
fashion. I do not believe these things ever go out of style. 

In looking back over the years I am proud of where we 
came from, where we’ve been and there are some very 
exciting things in our future. I have made some tremendous 
friends as I’ve done this. One of the best is Mike Case. He 
owns Case’s Custom Cycles in Pontoon Beach and he is a 
true friend. Countless times he has come to my aid on the 
side of the road. And once he came to South Dakota to do 
it. That is what friends do though.

I look at all the people we have met. Local builders and 
friends like DJ Weil, I have also had the opportunity to 
interview some of the icons of the industry, like Billy 
Lane, Kendall Johnson, Rick Fairless, Arlen Ness, Paul 
Yaffe. We have also introduced you to people like Corey 
Miller of LA Ink and now Top Chef Hubert Keller.

Joy says I am a talker and she is right. The thing I love 
best about doing this magazine is getting to go out and 
meet with you our readers. You make us the magazine 
businesses call to get into. You are the ones out there telling 
businesses you need to advertise in The Biking Life and I 
never forget the contributions you make to our success. 
I also appreciate your stories and pictures which we use 
from time to time. Finally I thank all of you for making us 
part of your biking life.
Also August 22 Hartbauer/McBride Poker Run be 
there.

 

$4.8 Million Dollar Motorcycle Accident Settlement 

The National Highway Transportation Safety Administration reports over 96,000 
motorcycle injuries and 5,000 motorcycle fatalities occur each year.  If you are in an 
accident, the lawyers at Kujawski & Associates have the experience and expertise to 

protect you and your family.

  • Experienced Trial Attorneys  • Litigates cases throughout
                 the country
  • Multiple Verdicts and Settlements           • Free Consultation       
    in excess of $1 Million    No recovery / No fee

Call Bob Marcus
Kujawski & Associates, P.C.

www.kujawskiassociates.com          Toll Free (800) 624-4571
	 • Motorcycle Accidents	 • Auto and Truck Accidents	 • Railroad Accidents and F.E.L.A.
	 • Personal & Catastrophic Injuries	 • Brain Injuries • Wrongful Death

Offices in the St. Louis Metropolitan Area and North Little Rock, Arkansas

   Advertising Material     Martindale Hubbell AV Rated Firm
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Hard Tail Humor

One hot summer day, a blonde came to town with her dog, 
tied it under the shade of a tree, and headed into a restau-
rant for something cold to  drink.  
Twenty minutes later, a policeman entered the restaurant 
and asked,  Who owns the dog tied under that tree out-
side?’

The blonde said it was hers. 

‘Your dog seems to be in heat’   the  officer said.

The blonde replied, ‘No way. She’s cool ‘cause she’s tied 
up under that  shade tree.’
 
The policeman said, ‘No! You don’t understand. Your dog 
needs to be  bred.’

‘No way,’ said the blonde. ‘My dog doesn’t need bread. 
She isn’t hungry  ‘cause I fed her this morning.’ 

The exasperated policeman said, ‘NO! You don’t under-
stand. Your dog wants to have sex!’

 (Your gotta love this) 
The blonde looked at the cop and said, ‘Well, go ahead. I 
always wanted  a police dog.’
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Forgetting & Forgiving

 Have you ever had a grudge against someone, 
been mad, stayed mad, fussed and fumed about the 
situation and then found out, maybe even months or 
years later, that the other person had no idea you were 
angry with them?  Maybe you stayed mad at them so 
long it was a habit and you really couldn’t remember 
what caused your anger in the first place.  Who was 
hurt the most?  Was it the other person, because you 
didn’t call, stop by, or make time to be with them; or 
maybe you, because you spent so much energy and 
time being angry and staying angry, and avoiding the 
friendship you could be having?  All because maybe 
you couldn’t “forgive and forget.”  We are all created 
to make friendships, not to live naturally as hermits; 
so often small disputes become enormous obstacles, 
blown out of proportion by time and unforgiving 
attitudes.   

 In His model prayer pattern in The Lord’s 
Prayer, Jesus teaches us that forgiveness is a major 
point in life.  We are to forgive others just as God 
forgives us when we do wrong.  It’s not always as 

easy as it sounds – it can be very humbling and our 
pride gets in the way.  But the rewards of forgiving far 
outweigh the obstacles.  Sometimes it’s just getting 
the process started that’s the hardest decision of all.

We have to decide to forgive; change our 1. 
thinking about the situation – Decide not to 
stay angry anymore.  We can’t exactly forget, 
but we have to live as if we have forgotten.
We have to refuse to get even or seek revenge.  2. 
Romans 12:17 tells us “Never to pay back evil 
to anyone.”
Sometimes we have to restore damage we 3. 
may have caused. 
Receiving the healing from the emotional and 4. 
physical hurts our unforgiving attitude may 
have caused.  This helps us as much as the 
other party we are forgiving.  It also helps 
us move on in our future relationship with a 
person.

Matthew 18:21 tells us to keep on forgiving.  
Colossians 3:13 tells us to “bear with each other and 
forgive whatever grievances you may have against 
one another.  Forgive as the Lord forgives you.”  This 
also reminds us that we need forgiveness from God 
for those wrongs we’ve committed against him.  Each 
of us needs His forgiveness to walk each day with 
a clear conscience, content attitude, and in healthy 
relationships.

If you don’t have a personal friendship with 
God and know how to ask for His forgiveness, it’s 
as easy as talking to your very best friend who sits 
next to you.  If you aren’t sure how to begin this 
friendship, ask any Christian biker at your next event, 
contact one of the following people, or call me.   The 
CMA Missouri State Coordinator is Kathi (and Bill) 
Crawford, 573-736-2543, kathi_crawford@hotmail.
com , and the Illinois State Coordinator is Don (Vicky) 
Brown, 217-629-8938, vdBrown77@aol.com.  For 
more information about CMA, you can contact either 
of the above or call me at 314-434-2282 or e-mail me 
at h2osjk@prodigy.net.  

Jim and Kathy Waters 
Good News Riders
Christian Motorcyclists Association
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Bikers Helping Veterans
By Trish Riney

The attitude towards bikers has changed lately. No longer 
are they the scary guys that go rumbling by causing you to 
lock up your daughters. The group Bikers Helping Veter-
ans are exactly why that attitude has evolved.

Bikers Helping Veterans held a ride celebrating our mili-
tary heroes on Sunday, June 6. The ride was to honor the 
veterans living at Marian Cliff Manor veteran’s home in 
St. Mary, Mo. The ride started at the VFW in Perryville, 
MO. and wound through Perry County to Marian Cliff 
Manor. Although the procession was a short one, there was 
no shortage of patriotism that day. Perry County sheriff’s 
deputy Carl Manche led the procession down Highway 61. 
It was amazing to see a steady stream of bikes lasting for 
miles. It was even more amazing to see how many cars and 
people lined the side of the road and saluted the bikers. 
Some waved American flags and some just waved.

Once you wound your way up the hill to the veteran’s 
home, you were met with patriotic music, followed by the 
pledge of allegiance. It was quite a sight to see the mix of 

military heroes and hardcore bikers. The AmVets, VFW 
and the Heartland Social Club provided the food. The 
VFW Men’s Auxiliary cooked the food. They worked hard 
barbecuing to feed the crowd. There were washers games 
available and a lot of visiting. Everywhere you looked bik-
ers were shaking hands, visiting and thanking veterans for 
their service to our country.

Bikers Helping Veterans is the brainchild of Troy Zahner, 
Pete Meyer, Lloyd Brewster, Danny and Dave Dunker, 
Bob Dillahay and Rick Clark. They got the idea from a 
phone call asking the guys to brink their bikes out some 
day and let the residents see them it blossomed from there. 
This was their second ride in honor of our local veterans 
with more planned for years to come.

On a side note, I was rudely interrupted while I was hav-
ing a conversation with a fellow biker. He stated that " The 
Biking Life don’t care about veterans. They never put any-
thing in the magazine about them." My response to him is, 
first, didn’t your mother ever teach you not to intrude on a 
conversation you are not a part of? Secondly, you must not 
be reading The Biking Life magazine.
(Editor’s Note - Thanks Trish great story. We have always 
supported veteran’s and their causes. I personally am a vet 
that served during two wars, back issues are online to.)



The Biking Life Page 11

Beer Bikes Bonfires
Fridays 1.50 Domestic LNs
2.00 Longnecks Sat-Thurs

Saturday August 28
Benefit For Brittany Stacy
Music by Lost Souls Band 

starts at 8:00-Food, Music and 
Fun

 1310 Dutch Hollow Rd.
Belleville, IL

'Please call us for your Poker Rides'



7th Anniversary Party
and Charity Poker Run

ONCE AGAIN WE ARE HAVING MISSOURI AND ILLINOIS 
STARTING POINTS SHOW-ME'S IN SOUTH COUNTY IN 

MISSOURI AND GEO'S WINGS IN bELLEVILLE, IL
PROCEEDS WILL GO TO BIKERS HELPING BIKERS

AUGUST 14TH

AUGUST 14TH AUGUST 14TH

14th
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Flat Track Racing In Springfield
By John Skala

When you mention motorcycle racing to someone, 
any one of the many current forms of two-wheeled 
competition may come to mind. However, here in the 
Midwest, if it is Memorial Day weekend there is just one 
race that motorcycle fans are thinking about and that is the 
Springfield Mile. 

The Illinois State Fairgrounds has been the host for this 
event since the early 1900’s where Harley and Indian 
riders would battle it out for the title. Flat Track or Dirt 
Track racing is the oldest and most traditional form of 
American motorcycle racing. Although there were other 
tracks across the country, Springfield, IL has always been 
the race everyone looked forward to each year. It has 
historically had the smoothest and fastest track of them 
all.

The race weekend now consists of a series of races under 
the sanction of the AMA Pro Racing Grand National 
Championship. The racing starts on Friday with the 
Amateur TT races on the smaller track of the multi-purpose 
arena. The TT (Tourist Trophy) is basically an oval dirt 
race that is run counter-clockwise with an added twist. Per 
AMA rules, a TT event also has a jump and a right hand 
turn added. Since this is a significantly smaller track, the 
racers are on 450cc single cylinder bikes. It is a flat track 

race, so there is no banking in the corners and the riders 
slide the rear tire to make it through the turn. On Saturday, 
it is back to the TT track again, but this time it is the pros 
racing the 450cc singles around the track. If you haven’t 
seen the TT race there yet, you can get an idea of the track 
from some of the videos on You Tube i.e. www.youtube.
com/watch?v=-w4LD2in650.

The main race of the weekend is the Mile that is held on 
the mile long dirt track that is also used for horse and car 
racing throughout the year. The clay surface of the track is 
so well prepared that that it is hard and smooth. Springfield 
is know as the fastest track in the Grand National 
Championship series with riders going side by side at 
140 mph on the straightaways of the huge oval track. The 
bikes slow for the turn by throwing the rear wheel out and 
sliding it through the ends of the oval. Where they could, 
the riders would tuck in close to the bike and draft off a 
nearby bike. The bikes have no mirrors to see who may 
be along side the racers, so according to the announcer, 
a racer will reach out and touch a fellow competitor on 
the leg when he catches up to him to let him know he is 
there. That must take some pretty cool riding to be that 
close at over 100 mph and be able to take a hand off the 
handlebars.

They run both the single and twin cylinder classes on the 
mile in separate races. For last few decades, the Harley-
Davidson XR750 has dominated the twin cylinder class of 
this race. To encourage more manufacturers to enter this 
form of racing, the sanctioning body has come up with an 
interesting set of rules and restrictions. In the Expert Twins 
class they have the following rules; engine displacement is 
550 – 1250cc, racing only engines are limited to 750cc, 
engines over 1000cc are limited to air/oil cooling, and the 
minimum weight with fuel is 314 lbs. Of course, there are 
many other rules, but that basically defines the class that 
includes 20 different models from American, European and 

Continued on page 16
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Japanese companies. To make the racing closer between 
the diverse group of bikes, a change was made this year in 
the size of the restrictor in the intake of the 750cc race only 
bikes from 33mm to 32mm. This appears to be an attempt 
to keep the H-D XR750 from continuing its long-standing 
record of dominance of the flat track courses.

At this years 25 lap Main Event race there were nineteen 
riders on five different brands. Fourteen of the nineteen 
riders were on Harleys with others on Kawasaki, Ducati, 
Suzuki and Triumph motorcycles. Jake Johnson, riding a 
Harley took the checkered flag for the win, but Bryan Smith 
is nearby on a Kawasaki for second place. H-D took three 
of the top five places with Joe Kopp on a Ducati rounding 
out the group. Earlier in the year at a track in Arizona, Joe 
gave Ducati their first ever Grand National Championship 
race win. The Arizona race was also the first time BMW 
had an entry in the series.

If you like traditional bar to bar motorcycle racing on a 
large track with high speeds, be sure and put Springfield, 
IL on your calendar, you won’t be disappointed. In 
addition to the Memorial Day weekend, they also race 
at the fairgrounds on Labor Day weekend. The races are 
sponsored by the Illinois Motorcycle Dealers Association. 
You can find more information at their web site or the 
AMA Pro Racing web site. www.illinoismda.com or www.
amaproracing.com. 

Finally where one go in Springfield for a good time? Well 
there is only one place we know of Scooters run by our 
friends Marty and Lee. Check it out the next time you are 
in town.
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Thursday Bike Nights
Geo’s Wings and More

4307 West Main Street
Belleville, Illinois, (618) 233 - 9464

Featuring Domestic Beer Buckets - $10.00
12” Pizza $8.00, Wings for $6.00

Be A Part Of the Areas Biggest Bike Night 
Meet Your Friends Here Every Thursday

Geo’s Is Always A Good Time

We Light Up The Night
Sponsored by your Friends at

The Biking Life
Come out and party with us



1st Annual Fred Ford Memorial Run
By Pat Wilson

Hey Everybody it’s Pat again with another awesome 
event from the gang at Sit ‘N Bull Saloon in New Memphis, 
IL!

My nephew and I went out to check out the 1st Annual 
Fred Ford Memorial Run today and as usual Stan, Kathy, 
Family and staff treated us to a hell of a good time. And in 
the process they raised some money for a worthy cause, as 
the proceeds are going for the first time ever (135 yrs) to 
the Friends of St. Elizabeth’s Hospital. 

As usual we got to meet a lot of great people, and see a lot 
of nice bikes! Unfortunately due to the storms some were 
unable to join us and we hope that they are all safe and 
not flooded out, thanks to all you guys even though you 
couldn’t make it. This morning we dropped off a little over 
$3000 to St. Elizabeth’s, which brings our total to over 
$5000 that we’ve raised for them. 

I couldn’t believe it when Stan told me that is the 
first endowment to St. Elizabeth’s in over 135 years! What 
a great cause that’s being over looked. Thank whoever 
controlled the weather for us, it was a beautiful day and 

only the last handful of riders got caught in the rain @  
Four Jacks in Nashville. Thanks to Frenchy and the crew 
for all the good BBQ and all the ladies that brought the 
great tasting sides.

Probably had the worst hand in history of poker, but that’s 
all good I won the Wheel-barrel O’ Booze! What I’m 
going to do with over $500 worth of  booze???? I hardy 
ever drink. Maybe we’ll have a party at Jim’s (hint, hint). 
All 3 50/50 drawings raised about a $150 apiece, and they 
almost sold out of all the merchandise available I think 
there where maybe 3-4 shirts left. 

I talked Stan Monday after the run; he says next year it 
should be 10 times bigger many businesses will be getting 
on board with us next year. Bigger prizes, better weather 
maybe but I do know that as long as Stan, Kathy and the 
rest of the crew at the Sit N’ Bull are involved it can only 
get better, this year was a blast! As usual The Biking Life 
was there and will always be there doing what we do, 
raising funds for folks that aren’t as fortunate as we are, 
having fun, doing it safe and keeping it real. One more 
time I can’t thank Stan, Kathy and the crew enough not 
just for treating us like family but for doing a hell of a good 
job finding this good cause that’s been over looked. Look 
forward to next year and plan on being there.
Everybody B Safe, Patdog

The biking life is constantly growing but 

we need your help salespeople and writers 

/ photographers are needed for all areas 

to find out more call 314-322-7883 or 

call (618) 531-0432 and ask for Jim
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Top Chef Visits Saint Louis
By Jim and Joy Furey

You know, sometimes you just get lucky. That is 
how I was able to hook up with world renowned Top 
Chef Hubert Keller. That in and of itself is awesome 
but then finding out that he rides a Harley Davidson 
Fatboy was the icing on the cake. No pun intended--
okay maybe there was a pun intended. 

Our introduction occurred through a mutual friend, 
Brandon Phillips. When I found out Chef Keller 
was a lover of motorcycles, I asked if we could 
do an interview and this gentleman was most 
accommodating. Following is a brief synopsis of 
our discussion, but you will find much more about 
this remarkable man in an upcoming issue. Chef 
Keller provided us with an oral presentation of his 
background as he made his way to America.

Hubert was born in Alsace, France, and from there 
has dedicated his life to his craft, preparing some of 
the best food in the world. Learning to be a top chef 
is no easy matter. He studied under chefs throughout 
Europe and his palate is always on the lookout for a 

special flavor that he can incorporate into another of 
his delicacies. 

After years of study under some of the best chefs 
Europe had to offer, he is now passing on the lessons 
he learned to promising chefs. If he looks familiar, it 
is because he hosts a show on PBS. He also appeared 
on Bravo’s Top Chef series. In fact, he won the 
competition, once again proving that he is among the 
best in the world at what he does.

During the time we spent together, Chef Keller was 
most gracious. His flagstaff location is the Fleur 

continued on page 22
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de Lis restaurant in San Francisco, California. As 
the name would imply, the cuisine has a definitely 
French flair. However this master in the kitchen has 
incorporated cooking styles and flavorings he has 
sampled throughout the world.

It was easy to see that preparing fine food was one of 
his passions. However, when we started talking about 
motorcycles, he became even more animated. Oh, 
and it wasn’t just motorcycles in general, the man has 
a true love of the great American Motor Company, 
Harley Davidson. It seems he has been riding much of 
his life. His favorite bike right now is his red Fatboy. 
He does not keep that in Saint Louis, so we asked 
Patty Bush of Doc’s Harley Davidson if we could 
borrow one for the cover shoot. She accommodated 
us as the photos show. Our thanks to Patty and all the 
staff at Doc’s that helped make this happen.

The day of the photo shoot was the 2nd anniversary 
of Sleek restaurant, located in Lumiere Casino. Later 
that evening, we returned to party with the Chef and 
his staff. Shauna, Rod, Joy and I really did party like 
rock stars and it was a small glimpse into a life I could 
get quite accustomed to. Luckily, I have some very 
generous friends. It was while we were here that I got 
a peek at another facet of Chef Keller. It seems he has 
yet another talent. It is hard to believe, but the man 
is an awesome DJ. He gave the normal DJ a break, 
stepped into the booth and played some fantastic 
music that kept the place rocking well into the wee 
hours of the morning. A true renaissance man.

In addition to his involvement with Sleek, the Burger 
Bar is also one of his creations. In fact, this interview 
and photo shoot may have spurred the creation of a 
new burger. Of course, we will keep you posted on 
that. 
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Riding With the Rat Pack
By Jim Furey

Planning a spring ride takes bigger cahones than planning 
rides at other times of the year. Obviously the Paderborn 
Rat Pack does not lack in that department because they 
always have one of the first rides of the year. This year 
they included a Blessing of the Bikes long with the ride. 
That helped to make it an even more inclusive event than it 
had been in the past. There are two things you can always 
count on in a PRP Ride. One is good stops and the other is 
a fun ride between these stops. 

As always their run started at their home bar Karban’s 
Knotty Pines, in lovely Paderborn, Illinois. This has been 
a hangout for riders for years but the owners this year have 
expended the bar and made it even nicer than it was before. 
The run left here and headed to Sit-N-Bull Saloon in New 
Memphis, Illinois. If you haven’t made it out to Stan’s 
place you owe it to yourself to check it out. This place is 
huge perfect for poker runs and they really know how to 
make bikers feel at home. The riders got there cards and 
a few cold beverages and headed towards Nashville, IL 
and the Jolly Acres this is a perfect location right at the 
intersection of two highways which makes it a natural for 
bikers no matter where they are heading.

The next stop is becoming more and more popular with 
riders in the area. This is Shannon’s Pub in Tilden, Illinois. 

Mike and Marilyn the owners are riders themselves. That 
in and of itself is cool but what makes them even nicer is 
they are always willing to help out those in need. Now they 
could use some help Mike has been having some health 
issues so if you are planning a ride or a benefit consider 
using their place. The next stop was Wolf’s Tavern in New 
Athens, Illinois. The riders descended on here and soon 
everyone was enjoying themselves Wolf style.

From there we headed to the final stop. The Catholic War 
Vets Hall outside Smithton, Illinois. Here we enjoyed one 
hell of a party the way the Rat Pack does it. The attendance 
for this year’s ride was good again. The weather helps out 
with this a lot when the weather is good this is one of 
the biggest rides of the year, and truly the start of riding 
season on the East Side but when the weather is not so 
good it is still a decent sized ride. Speaking of PRP rides 
their next one is coming up on August 15. This ride to will 
leave from the Knotty Pines but the proceeds will go to the 
Make A Wish Foundation in memory of former member 
Brain Neff. If you like good rides and you like having fun 
then check out the flyer in this publication and we’ll see 
you there.

Also this year’s ride was such a success they are planning 
to keep having the blessing at the same time. You never 
know maybe that is why the weather was good.



The Biking Life Page 25





The Biking Life Page 27



Cross Roads or Cross Country 
By Killer Miller

There are times when things just go really well when you 
are in this line of work. One of those times is when you get 
to test new bikes, I mean who really doesn’t like to sit on 
or ride a new bike even if we aren’t going to buy one. It’s 
even better if it’s a bike that we are really interested in. 

So is the story with the test ride on Victory’s newest two 
bikes. The Cross Roads and Cross Country are the other 
American made bike entries into the Bagger or touring 
Lite groups. Since the demise of the beloved V92tc line 
they have been without a bagger. Ok they had the Kingpin 
Tour but with bags barely big enough for a six pack that 
wasn’t cutting it and yes they have the Vision and that is 
well more of a full dresser they needed a middle bike.

Victory needed something to compete with the Rocket 
Tour and the champs of the groups the Street Glide and 
Road King. Compete hell, with these two they will blow 
them out of the water. OK reality check are they going 
to sell as many probably not, is there a big aftermarket, 
no. They are however far better in many ways to anything 
made by anybody right now. (Yes, I am biased but also 
open minded if they were bad I would and will say so.)

First the one with the full fairing, while this is a new entry 
based on the Vision frame it still uses the proven 106 6 
speed combo that Victory has used for a while now so you 
know reliability is not going to be a problem. Neither is 
comfort there is more than enough room and the seats; 
both passenger and rider are firm but comfy although the 
trim piece that goes onto the tank side bothered me a bit. 

They start right up and settle into a nice v twin thump. 
Going down the road the fairing does an excellent job of 
keeping all the elements, bugs etc. off you and the shield 
on it that day was tall enough to keep the back draft off 
me and keep beard movement down. The brakes are good 
and respond well I just wish they had a pedal instead of a 
peg same as I wished the shifter was a heal toe but that’s 
just me. 

Short people will love this as I could easily get both feet 
on the ground and while the bike is long and that made 
me reach to the shifter and brake a little bit it was still 
manageable. Ride quality was excellent although while 
they will stay well planted in turns on bumpy roads it will 
also on rare occasion jar you not bad, just enough though 
to get your attention. 

One of the big things people look for in a bagger is road 

Continued on page 30
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comfort and luggage. Well Victory has them beat big 
time in this. You won’t find a bigger bagger out there I 
got all my traveling goodies for two weeks in these bags 
with room left didn’t even think about my tank bags and 
you can with a little work detach these and of course they 
still use Victory’s one handed lock system which makes 
loading and such so much easier . 

The only point HD (or any one else) might have them beat 
on is aftermarket (Victory doesn’t need one really it’s all 
there from the get go) and sound system. Yes it has a really 
cool mp3./cd, stereo that is real easy to use I just feel that 
maybe HDs is better just me and in my world not a reason 
to buy or not buy a bike. You see in my world I ride an old 
school tourer just the cop shield please. 

The other version of this is basically the same bike without 
the faring, however while this makes the bike feel way 
more friendly and made it relate to me more I would 
actually buy the one with the faring. The cop shield on 
this one is as effective as the one on my TC (one of the 
best ever) and just doesn’t keep the stuff off of you as well 
as the batwing and while in my mind the bare one looks 
better the other one is better day in day out. That is how I 
ride. Well who wins, in sales lets be real HD they are still 
the 800lb gorilla so they win but you as a reader or buyer 
would be doing yourself a disservice by not checking these 
or any other Victory model (also got to ride the Hammer 
what a hoot this is pure muscle way more fun than a V-Rod) 
especially if you are really considering traveling a lot these 
are the bikes made for it. Would I spend my money on 
one?  Heck yeah in a heartbeat when the time comes. Now 
go ride Killer Big thanks to Surdyke Victory and Victory 
motorcycles themselves for making this possible
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  WE’VE SAVED YOU A SEAT IN CLASS!  WE’VE SAVED YOU A SEAT IN CLASS!

We Provide:
  ● The Bike To Learn On
  ● A Helmet (If You Need One)
  ● Training Materials
  ● Great Instructors
  ● A Safe Fun Learning Environment

We will help you get a license endorsement 
when you graduate.

WHAT ARE YOU WAITING FOR?
Classes Are Available All Across The State. 

Learn More About Missouri Motorcycle Safety 
Programs And Find A Course Near You At:

WWW.MMSP.ORG
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Proprietors: John Church AKA “Asshole”
Jed Church AKA “Sasquatch”



FARM SHED RESTAURANT & BAR

3404 GEORGIA ST.
LOUISIANA, MO 63353

573-754-6660
 MON - THUR - 7AM - ?

FRI - SAT -7AM -1:30 AM SUNDAY 8AM - 2 PM 
 ONLY BAR & GRILL IN TOWN

 DAILY DRINK SPECIALS
Aug. 13th - Thru the Ashes

Aug 27th - After Image
Sept. 10th - Thru the Ashes

Sept 24th - Burnt Toast
 Sept 11 - American Legion Riders Poker Run 

COME TRY OUR WORLD FAMOUS HOG WINGS!

The Bikes of Geo’s Wings
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Upcoming Events

Weekly Events
Tuesday Bike Night the Third Tuesday of the Month 
at Down on the Corner n Hwy 96 in Marcelline, IL 
Tuesday Two Wheel Tuesday at N0-Jacks on IL 159 in 
Smithton, IL 
Wednesday CTs Night Bike Ride Call Paul at Dave 
Mungenast Motorsports for info 
Wednesday Show-Mes Wingsday Bike Fest Fairview 
Heights and Lemay Ferry locations only  
Wednesday Scoots and Suds Bike Night at Cutters on 
Carlyle Avenue in Belleville, IL  
Wednesday Ryders Inn Bike Night at Ryders Inn in 
Highland, IL food and drink specials  
Wednesday Shannon’s Pub Bike Night at at Shannon’s 
i Tilden, IL 
Wednesday PT’s Showclub Bike Night at PTs 
Showclub in Centreville, IL  
Thursdays STUNNA Thursdays At Paradise 1, 615 
Missouri St East St Louis, IL (618) 482-5578 DJ 
Thursdays Bike Night at Bikers Corner at 1924 N 
Vandeventer Ave in St Louis, MO 
Thursdays Hardriders call their hotline (314) 340-2000 
for info 
Thursdays Bike Night at Geos Wings and More on 
West Main in Belleville, IL from 6:30 to 10 
Thursdays Bike Night at Godfather’s in Alton, IL  
Friday Bikes, Beers and Bonfires at Chasers on Dutch 
Hollow Rd. $1.50 Dom LN 
Friday Weekend Kickstart Party at Cadillac Jacks on 
St Charles Rock Rd in Bridgeton, MO live music  
Saturday Scandalous Satrurday Bike Night at Fatboys 
in DeSoto, MO 
Sunday Sundowner Sundays at TRs Place in Belleville, 
IL $1.50 pizza and $1.50 beer

August
1st ABATE Poker Run sign up at Sammie’s Prairietown 
INN noon to 1:30 
7th Salty Dawgs Night Poker Run sign up at Runway 
Lounge Bethalto, IL 5 to 6:30 PM 
7th Gypsy Rendezvous Memorial Ride and Post Party 
at Gateway to the West Harley Davidson 
8th Bush Pilots Poker Run sign up at Ted’s Motorcycle 
World from 11 to 1 
14th 2nd Annual Cottleville Firefighters Poker Run 
sign up at Big St Charles from 9 to 11 
14th The Biking Life 7th Anniversary Party and 
Poker Run sign up at Show-Me’s on Lemay Ferry or 
Geo’s Wings in Belleville, IL call 618-531-0432 for more 
info or to make a donation 

14th Bluff City Poker Run sign up at the Cellar Room 
Alton IL 
14th Free Spirits MC Rodeo for MDA at Dupo 
Quarterback Club sign in from 5 to 7 PM 
14th Shriner’s Hospital Poker Run sign up at Slo Joe’s 
in Sandoval, IL from 8 to 10 
15th Paderborn Rat Pack MDA Ride sign up at 
Karban’s Knotty Pines 
15th Bootleggers Poker Run sign up at Ted’s 
Motorcycle World from noon to 2 PM 
21st Party on the Highway at Hwy 67 Saloon Car and 
Bike show 
21st Ted’s Customer Appreciation Day and National 
Bike Show at Ted’s Motorcycle World  
22nd Hartbauer/McBride Poker Run sign up at Ted’s 
Motorcycle World or Cadillac Jacks 
28th Dreamweavers Night Poker Run sign up at Ted’s 
Motorcycle World from 5 to 6:30 PM 
28th BACA I-70 Chapter Poker Run sign up at Pit Stop 
Bar montgomery City, MO 
29th Alton HOG Poker Run sign up at Ted’s 
Motorcycle World from 11:30 to 1 PM 
29th Prairie State/Bechtel 3rd annual Poker Run 
Starting at Jim and Cindys, Marissa Illinois 
29th Vendor Day at Cadillac Jack’s on St Charles Rock 
Rd
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The Biking Life in Pictures
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Ride For Wishes Part Deux
BY Jim Furey

Finally a major charity gets it. Most seem to think that the 
motorcycle community is the same as the groups that go on 
their walks. Nothing could be father from the truth, in many 
instances the only thing these two diverse groups would 
have is wanting to support a worthy cause. Not so with 
the Make A Wish Foundation. They recruited good people 
who know how to stage a motorcycle event and it shows. 
This was the second year for the Annual Ride For Wishes 
and it dwarfed the first year’s turnout. The foundation has 
built a super team and then they have received tremendous 
support from others in the community. Folks like Hot 
Shots on the St Charles Rock Road and Big St Charles 
Harley Davidson also came through for the foundation in 
a big way.

They not only once again supplied the food but their 
representatives also procured the lion’s share of the 
auction items. There were some fantastic auction items 
and some people walked away with superior deals. That 
is cool for them but sometimes it seems like folks forget 
that these re fund raising efforts and perhaps a time when 
prudent financial concerns be put aside to help a larger 
cause. There is no larger cause than granting a wish to 

children who are battling life-threatening conditions. You 
see pictures of these children doing normal things and it is 
easy to forget that they battling for their very lives.

Since its inception this has been a two day event. Saturday 
features a Car and a Bike Show and also a blessing for 
all vehicles. Then on Sunday there is another blessing 
and then the gathered riders take off for a fun filled ride 
enjoying some of the finest roads for riding in the region. 
Both days feature live music by great bands and tons of fun 
filled activities for the children. If you get tired of listening 
to music and forgot the kids, then go shopping Well then 
there are a ton of vendors that will be more than happy to 
show you their products and let you sample heir wares. 
This year hey even had a chiropractor there explaining the 
benefits one can receive by having their back and joints 
manipulated.

This was the second year for this event and while it was 
pretty warm this year, I guarantee you that is much better 
than the torrential downpour that happened the previous 
year. I know plans are already underway for next year’s 
event. There will be continued improvements and I truly 
believe this event will become one of the can’t miss events 
of the year. I know that with each event that Midwest 
Motorcycle Swap Meets does we sit back afterwards and 
figure out what we could have done better so that the ext 
time we make it better. With the great people Make A 
Wish has working on this event the sky is the limit. Finally 
please watch for this event next year and if you can come 
out and support it By doing that you can make a difference 
in a child and their families lives and won’t that make you 
feel better.
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Hwy 96
New Canton
Illinois

Biker Friendly

Great Run Stop
Ryders Inn

1106 New Trenton RD

Highland, IL 618-651-9301 
Home of the .75 Draft

Weds Bike Night $1 Cans $2 Rails
Thurs $1.50 Bottles $2.99 Wings
Sunday $1 Longnecks .39 Shrimp

Family oriented and biker friendly
Check us out on myspace & Facebook



An Inkling

The biking life is constantly growing but we 

need your help salespeople and writers / pho-

tographers are needed for all areas to 

find out more call 314-322-7883

This month we have a very sharp tat. 

It can be seen in Washington Park, IL 

at a fine establishment called Cheeks. 

It is on an entertainer called karmma 

and one can only hope that what goes 

around comes around when it comes to 

this young lady.
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