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Letter from the Publisher
By Jim Furey
Hello readers, I am sure by this time we
are all well stuffed on turkey and the
rest of the Thanksgiving dinner
trimmings. Soon yet another holiday
will be upon us Christmas or whatever
holiday of the winter season you may celebrate. No matter
what are circumstances, are we are all very lucky and we
could help ourselves by remembering that. Also if your
winter holiday includes gift giving may I recommend you
shop some of the fine folks who support this magazine by
visitng their places of business.
It is always rewarding and somewhat humbling to find out
that someone has actually read something I’ve written and
that happened this past month. The management of Jack’s
Ironhorse Bar and Grill, formerly Cadillac Jack’s, read
my editorial comments concerning the “Support Our
Troops” magnetic ribbons. He suggested we have a benefit
for the James McDonnell USO Center at Lambert Field
and that they would donate the gate plus a portion of every
drink sold. So on December 12th we are going to do just
that.
We have two groups lined up to play this gig Buck 298
and Casual Labor, we are very happy to have these guys
playing and they stood right up and said they would perform
just to help the benefit raise funds. We also have shops and
businesses making donations either for raffles or door
prizes. If you could support us with something like that
call us at “The Biking Life” and we will make sure your
sonation gets to the right place. Monty’s Planning Service
is helping with the arrangements and are a great resource if
you are planning a fund raiser of some type. We also are
very pleased that the HELKATS MC - MIDWEST has
volunteered to help us out the day of the event. So now the
last element we need to truly support our troops is the
support of good folks like yourselves to come out, have
some fun and support a truly worthy cause. We look forward
to seeing many of you there. Take care and until we see
you again keep the shine side up.

GATEWAY BIG DOG MOTORCYCLES
Come by and see the
new 2005’s
300mm TIRES
Awesome Deals on
the 2004’s
Over 35 Custom Bikes on the Floor Now!

NOW HIRING!

Gateway Big Dog St. Louis has been rated the #1 dealership for sales
& service excellence nationwide. So, to stay ahead of the pack and
hold this position, we are looking for qualified and dedicated people to
join our team in this growing business.
Positions include:
Parts Manager & Assistant
Service Technicians (quality tools a must)
If you have the skills and initiative to move into
this fast paced, quality driven environment,
bring your resume by or mail it to;
Gateway Big Dog St. Louis
11720 Dorsett Rd.
Maryland Heights, MO 63043

Part three of Killer and Joyce’s Florida adventure, or
getting out of Florida and telling our best memories
by Killer and Joyce Miller
We will begin this month’s installment with a correction
or addition as it were to our first installment. You see, after
we visited the manatees we then went to see our friends
Pete and Grace, because as anyone that knows me will tell
you I will stay anywhere for free especially to visit. It was
while we were visiting that Joyce and I saw the most open
bit of optimism that we saw on the entire trip, Tony the
current owner of Captain Tony’s in Key West was standing
in a gale force wind and ankle deep water with his margarita
held high reminding everyone that while it was storming
now Key West would be open for business on Sunday as
usual., Yelling “WoooH” the hole time. Now back to this
installment. On the Saturday after the storm as the
permanent fixture of Tom Arnolds frozen image (now I
know how Rosie felt) on the only TV channel left stared at
us as we figured on how to get out around the National
Guard, and the ever-increasing onslaught of gawkers who
came to see the mess. Just trying to get across town on the
BMW made me understand how the crabs felt trying to get
across 95 on the TV segment we had seen the night before
when they mated right before the storm “Isn’t that cool.” I
secured the running gear of the ghost while Joyce doublechecked the luggage then after one more pass of the beach
it was good-bye Daytona. We traveled up A1A to avoid the
traffic the other roads were getting and also for the view,
but with as much sand as there was on the road it made it
seems like we were on the beach. We tried before we left to
call someone but we couldn’t because the phone lines were
down, all but the EMS lines and I guess this is a good thing.
Once we got to St. Augustine and saw where the Fountain
of Youth was (where Ponce De Leon first landed here). We
got back on the big road. While traveling west Joyce first
started seeing the massive amounts of tree trimming and
electrical workers going south and east into Florida to take
care of clean up. The things I know we will remember about
the trip were the destruction, the signs and trees just ripped
apart, the long term TV coverage, the Santa being blown
out of the Christmas wonderland, the cross walk sign that
went missing and the bent over Tiki God head, the massive
TV coverage and the blank stares of the people walking
around, thankful to be alive but not knowing what comes
next. Also seeing the I-Hop being boarded-up during Friday
morning’s breakfast, what came next for us was GA and
the thought of well we got a couple of days left now what.
Well I had been by Lookout Mt. and Rock city a half a
dozen times so this time we decided to stop and see it. The
first stop was the civil war battlefield were the Union and
the

South fought for the right to control both the rivers and the
rails leading out of the city of Chattanooga TN. The battle
above the clouds lasted for months and by the time the
north had won, the south was so decimated that Sherman
used this area as his kick off point for the march to the sea.
This battlefield was the 1st one ever designated as a national
park in 1904, years before Gettysburg. The next stop going
up and down the mountain was the tourist area that beckons
you from barns all across the south Rock City. All I got to
say about this is, the couple who came up with this did
surely have a good idea as there always seems to be a big
crowd willing to pay to walk around a bunch of really neat
huge rocks and then go out over look out point to try and
see seven states. Unfortunately today wasn’t going to be
our day as we saw seven states with haze over them.
However, this still seems to be as popular with
honeymooners as it was back when my Mom and Dad came
here in the early fifties. The rest of the trip home was pretty
uneventful as the big beemer glided across the interstates
as it should .We most certainly lived up to the road sign
that told us to go on an exciting adventure. We did and for
now we got our fill thank you very much! Joyce summed it
up best “Sorry Margaritaville, better luck next time. Just
not during hurricane season. This is Killer and Joyce
awaiting the next big adventure.

Killer and Joyce enjoying some dry time on their vaca

Killer and Joyce get to see some of the seven states and
yet another barn with Rock City painted on the roof just
another piece of Americana.
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Having a Cow at Back Jack’s Open House
by Kay Mullen
If Santa was looking for a little early inspiration, he could
have done a lot worse than to show up at Black Jack
Leather’s Open House on Saturday, November 13. I had a
chance to stop in at their new digs on Highway K in
O’Fallon, Missouri (as the biker invasion continues into
St. Charles County), and saw many of Santa’s helpers taking
advantage of the great deals and doing a lot of early
Christmas shopping.

The first thing you notice when you stop in the new store is
that wonderful smell of fine leather. Who ever thought that
cow could smell so much like a little bit of heaven? After
that you notice the great selection of leather clothing,
outerwear, and gear, as well as the friendly and
knowledgeable help. The owners and employees of Black
Jack’s clearly take a lot of pride and pleasure in their work.
The folks at Black Jack’s showed their hospitality by
providing free food and drink to their customers during the
open house festivities. They also held drawings every hour
for sunglasses, gloves, jewelry, and gift cards. The highlight
of the day was a drawing for a $250 gift card, which goes a
long way at Black Jack’s reasonable prices.
Even if you missed the open house, you didn’t miss out on
the savings. Be sure to let the elf in your family know that
Santa can always find a little biker-friendly Christmas
present idea help (as well as a cool set of chaps) at Black
Jack Leathers.
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Ride to Biketoberfest
by Linda Jacob
For those of you who don’t know me, I am Linda Jacob. I
am a member of Belleville HOG and Backroads ABATE,
as well as a long-time rider. My husband Glenn has been
the director of Belleville HOG for the past 2 years. Those
who do know us know that we love to travel on our bikes.
I ride a 2003 Electra Glide Standard, and Glenn rides a
2003 Electra Glide Classic. We put a few miles on our bikes
every year.

Before we headed east, we stopped at Ocala Harley for an
oil change. We didn’t have the time or the miles before we
left home to change our oil. So Glenn had called the Ocala
dealership a couple of weeks before and scheduled the oil
changes.
When we pulled in line for service, Glenn joked around
with the service manager that maybe someone could do a
quick wash on our bikes as we had ridden in rain and the
bikes were a little dirty. The manager said that he would
see what he could do and “don’t worry.” Then he informed
us that Ocala HD was the home of “buy one, get the next
oil change free,” and seeing as we were from out of state
he would only charge us for one oil change. What a surprise
that was! We hadn’t known about this when Glenn made
our appointment.
The bikes were quickly taken care of and we could watch
the service work from the customer lounge. Then they took
the bikes back to their wash bay and, to our even bigger
surprise, cleaned and detailed them for no extra charge.
We were told that every bike that comes in for service goes
home clean. The extra time that we waited while they
cleaned the bikes was well worth it.

This fall we rode to Daytona Beach for Biketoberfest. We
left the week before so we could visit two of our sons who
live in Florida. When we left home we didn’t know that
there was a tropical storm headed to our first destination,
Panama City Beach. The weather could have been better,
but it also could have been a lot worse. We were lucky that
we only had to ride in a heavy rain for about 30 or 45
minutes—other than that, the trip to Panama City Beach
was fine. We spent 2 days there visiting our son John and
his wife BJ. It started raining shortly after we arrived and
didn’t stop until the night before we left. Unfortunately,
the bikes had to sit while we rode with them in their car.
The day we left, the sun finally came out and we could put
on our sunglasses.

We arrived in Daytona well ahead of Biketoberfest. Our
extra days were spent riding around getting familiar with
the area. It’s great to learn which side streets will help you
avoid sitting in traffic any longer than you have to and where
you can park for free.

We got back on Interstate 10 and headed toward our next
stop, Ocala. On the way we stopped at the Harley dealership
in Tallahassee. It is right off the interstate and easy to find.
It’s only been open 2 years and the store is big, bright, and
clean. The employees are friendly and greet you as you
come in the door. We spent some time and money there
before getting back on the interstate.
Our son Steve and his wife Leigh were waiting for us at
their home in Ocala. We spent the night there before leaving
the next morning for Daytona Beach, just 70 miles away.

On October 16 th we were eating at Daytona HarleyDavidson’s diner (which has great food at reasonable prices)
when I thought I saw Paul Teutul, Jr., outside. While I paid
the bill, Glenn went out to make sure I wasn’t seeing things.

Sure enough, there were Paul Junior and Senior. I went for
the camera while Glenn went to talk to them. After snapping
some photos of them, I noticed that there were some other
people having their photos taken. I joined the photographers
and snapped a few photos of Steven Tyler of Aerosmith
and Keith Richards of the Rolling Stones. They were all
there picking up Harleys to ride at a charity event the next
day.
By Monday the town was starting to fill up with riders.
Since the hurricanes of September and October had
damaged many of the hotels, motels, and condos, visitors
had to stay further away. The city decided to start
Biketoberfest early to help the economy recover.
Everywhere you drove there were shingles on the roads.
Luckily, we saw no one on the side of the road with a flat
tire. There were Dumpsters at what seemed like every other
hotel. Lots of plywood everywhere and mattresses heaped
up in parking lots. Several hotels that had closed were
leasing their parking lots to park trailers. Other condos/
hotels had signs that read “closed for the season” and “see
you next year.”

and where it was located, so I didn’t think it would take
me too long. I also wanted to find a free parking space, as
I was not about to pay $5 to park for 10 minutes. That took
longer than it took for me to make my purchase! By the
time I rode back to our hotel, I had been gone 90 minutes.
We left Daytona on Friday afternoon because we didn’t
know what kind of weather we were going to be running
into as we headed north. That night we stayed in Valdosta,
Georgia, right off Interstate 75. We watched the Weather
Channel in the morning and knew we were in for some
rain before the day was over.
The ride through Atlanta went smoothly. We had no
problems, running downtown rather than taking the bypass.
We also made it through Chattanooga, but the skies were
starting to cloud up. Coming into Monteagle, Tennessee,
Glenn pulled over at the rest area so we could put on our
rain gear. The clouds were getting darker, and we expected
rain at any minute.
Surprisingly, we arrived in Nashville before it started to
rain. We were hoping to make it to Clarksville, but the rain
was so heavy that we had to pull off for the night. At 4 PM,
we checked into the closest motel and tried to dry off.
When we woke up the next morning, there was a little fog
that quickly burned off. Our ride home was made in bright
sunshine, and we pulled into the garage before 1 PM on
Sunday, October 24th. Tired and weary, we unloaded the
bikes and started talking about next year’s ride to
Biketoberfest.

Glenn had had his picture taken with Paul Teutul, Sr., a
couple of years ago and now wanted to get the photo
autographed. We knew when and where Orange County
Choppers were supposed to set up, so we checked it out the
day before. What a stroke of luck that was! We arrived as
OCC were unloading bikes and setting up. I was able to get
some great shots of their bikes before anyone else was
around. No waiting in line, and only OCC employees
around.
When the official start of Biketoberfest rolled around, there
were people and bikes everywhere. The condo we were
going to rent had been damaged, so we had to stay 12 miles
away at a hotel. On the day we checked out, I rode down to
Main Street to buy one last item. I knew what I wanted

We thank Linda for her contribution and you can all
look forward to reading more from her. She has more
great pics to to if you see her ask her to show you.
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Mid-South Motorcycle Festival
by Sherilou Whitehead
For a girl who doesn’t get out much, at least when I
decide to go, I pick great events to attend. The MidSouth Motorcycle Festival is run in conjunction with
the McIvers Bluff Celebration in Dyersburg,
Tennessee, and is sponsored by Boss Hoss Cycles,
SL100 FM, and Casino Aztar. The weather was great
(overcast, but no rain), and the folks involved are some
of the most friendly people you will ever meet. By the
way, this was the first time for the festival, and
everyone involved did a great job in 3 months of
planning. I personally can’t wait for next year. Rad
Hunsley of Boss Hoss Cycles (whose manufacturing
facility is in Dyersburg) will be starting preparations
for next year in January, giving the planners plenty of
time to make the next event equally memorable.

The event began on Friday, October 8, with a charity
auction at Casino Aztar to support local organizations,
as well as registration for the various events. This was
followed by a concert at Casino Aztar’s Expo Center
featuring the Kentucky Headhunters. I only attended
the events on Saturday, but the people of Casino Aztar
were some of the most accommodating folks I’ve been
around. When we say “biker friendly,” these are some
of the best. They provided a covered and locked
parking area for the motorcycles, their food was great,
and their employees went above and beyond the call
of duty. Motel accommodations were conveniently
located right next door, and of course, for those who
felt lucky, they have a great casino.
On Saturday, the event began with the Boss Hoss
open house and demo rides. I have never seen an
actual Boss Hoss, just pictures of them, and let me
tell you, they are one awesome piece of machinery! I
have always loved riding motorcycles, but I also have

a weakness for drag racing, and these motorcycles
combine my two favorites into one—a motorcycle with
a Chevy engine. It’s a good thing I missed the demo
rides (this time, anyway), or I definitely wouldn’t have
been able to cover much else. The opening events
were followed by a parade through historic downtown
Dyersburg, in cooperation the McIvers Bluff
Celebration. The bike show registration and line-up
was next, featuring a total of 64 entries, with first,
second, and third place prizes in eight different
categories as well as a People’s Choice.
After the cash and trophy awards presentation,
participants took off on the $1000 Dice Run. The run
started at Dyersburg and went to Casino Aztar in
Caruthersville, Missouri, for a total of 73.7 miles. While
we waited for the riders to show up, we enjoyed a
great dinner of catfish, visited the bar (of course), and
checked out the exhibits by seven Boss Hoss dealers,
plus a few other vendors, including Big Daddy
Choppers of Ripley, Tennessee (about 30 miles south
of Dyersburg). They had on display the bike they built
for the NRA National Convention. That bike is to be
raffled off, and I think I’ll buy a ticket for that one—it
was awesome. Music was provided by SL100 FM,
but the fun was provided by all! After the
announcement of the Dice Run’s first, second, and
third place winners, with cash and trophy wall plaques,
it was time to party.

The whole time I was there, the local Shriners Club
out of Dyersburg was selling raffle tickets for a 2004
Boss Hoss motorcycle. All of us are familiar with the
Shriners Club and their work for the children’s
hospitals. This was a raffle ticket I bought with
pleasure, because it is a worthy cause. (Not, of course,
because I wanted that motorcycle!)

Sunday morning featured another Boss Hoss open
house and more demo rides, along with registration
for the $1500 Poker Run, which began at Dyersburg
and ended at the park in Caruthersville. After the cash
and trophy awards, it was finally time for the drawing
for the motorcycle, which was won by a gentleman
from Texas. By the way, did I mention that, going by
license plates, the list of states that were in attendance
was pretty impressive? Wisconsin, Kentucky, Illinois,
Arkansas, Missouri, Alabama, Pennsylvania,
Mississippi, Iowa, North Carolina, South Carolina,
Maryland, Michigan, and Quebec were represented.
Quite a turnout for a first annual event, I think.
Next month, I’ll be at the 7th Annual Joe Berry Toy
Run in Poplar Bluff, Missouri. Check out the Upcoming
Events for more information. It would be great to see
you there!

The Brick Bistro
7590 Watson Road
St. Louis, MO 63119
(314) 961-9112

Check out our Lunch Specials
Happy Hour 3- 7 Mon-Fri
Live Jazz and Blues Bands Fri-Sat
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OCC Corvette Chopper
By Al ‘Slow Talker’ Wilson
Recently we had a visitor to town; it was a Corvette themed
creation from Orange County Choppers. The reason it was
here was it was being raffled off to support the Toys for
Tots drive. The bike was in the area for 3 days, it spent
Friday at Gateway to the West Harley Davidson where I
was lucky enough to see it, Saturday it was at Surdyke
Harley Davidson in Festus and on Sunday it was at Dale’s
Harley Davidson in Mt. Vernon, IL. The bike was very
sharp and it never ceases to amaze me how much attention
to small detail is in these bikes. This was also held in
conjunction with open houses and other events at these
dealerships.

There were a lot of people out checking out this bike while
I was there. I was also fortunate enough to meet Eric and
Dan Sindelar while I was there. Eric is a big fan of
American Chopper and his father Dan was kind enough to
provide me with the accompanying photos. The Surdyke
family of dealerships almost always have something fun
going on, so whenever you are in their neighborhood stop
in you never know what you might find.

Brick Bistro Bike Show
By Jim Furey
Saturday October 16th was the final Bike Show for
this year at The Brick Bistro. Once again we had a
great time meeting with you our friends and checking
out some of the sharpest metal in STL. Pete and John
the owners of this fine dining establishment, no it’s
not called Eats, are great hosts whether you are there
for a night on the town or if you come in, in your
leathers from being out riding.
The judges had a tough time picking the winners,
especially since Iron Hog Cycles brought a number
of awesome bikes out to participate in this event. Pete
and john provided live music to keep us entertained
as we waited for the judging to begin and when all
was said and done between the entry fees and the
50/50 drawing, these fine folks donated almost $200
to the Hartbauer McBride Foundation. We had two
shows at The Brick Bistro this year and they were
both well attended, it is not too early to watch for when
they will start up again here in the coming year. Thanks
again to all those who came out and supported this
event. You’ll be seeing some of the winners in
upcoming issues.

Club listings
.A.R.M (Association Of Recovering
Motorcyclists) Chapter 13 - Support and
brotherhood for bikers in recovery.
Meeting and event dates vary. For info
contact GO at 618-521-5499 or
Gofurfarm@peoplepc.com
A.B.A.T.E
St. Clair Co meetings are held on the 2nd
Thursday of each month - 7 p.m., at the
Fairview Hts. Elks Club, corner of Old
Lincoln Trail and Hwy. 161, Fairview Hts.
IL.
Piasa-Gateway Chapter - chapter
meetings are held the 2nd Saturday of
every month starting at 7:00 p.m. Our
meetings are held at the Edwardsville
V.F.W. Post 1299. The Edwardsville
V.F.W. is located 7108 Marine Rd., Rte.
143 East, Edwardsville, Illinois.
Bikers Against Child Abuse: BACA East
Missouri Chapter meetings 2nd Sunday of
each month, 12:30 noon, at the Knights
of Columbus on McMenny Dr. off of MidRivers Rd. and Hwy 70 in St. Charles all
bikes and bikers are welcome, hotline
(314) 277-8905 or (314) 719-2928
EastMo@bacausa.com.
Bootleggers MC - of East Alton Illinois,
welcomes all brands of bikes monthly
meeting First Saturday of the month
usually at our SAA house. Please call our
Road Capt. Mandrake at 618-466-5997 or
our Secretary/ Lady Mandrake at (cell)
618-531-7417 for more info.
BROTHERS OF THE THIRD
WHEEL, GATEWAY CHAPTER meets
the Second Saturday of the month at
2:30Pmat Good Times Tavern, 200 N
Main St, Dupo, IL; please check the web
site for details. http://groups.yahoo.com/
group/BTW-STL-MO/
Christian Motorcycle Assn: (CMA)
Good News Riders 2nd Thurs 7:30 PM
Ryan’s 8925 Watson Crestwood, MO.
Call
636
296
3120
TTP://
midwestrider.com/goodnews.jpg.
Servant Riders – meetings on the 3rd
Saturday of the month at 9:00 AM at
Kingdom Treasures Bookstore on
Highway 50 in O’Fallon, IL.This is the
corner oh Hwy 50 and Old Collinsville Rd.
All are welcome Roger Snyder (618-2333443) e-mail: cmariders@computype.net.
Chouteau Island Partners (Off Road
MC Group) 1st Thursday of month

HTTP://w.icss.net/~squirts/island.htm
Look for Tom Downing through the web
site.
Cycle Disciples St.Louis Chapter – for
more info please visit the following
websites
http://www.geocities.com/grizs50/
CycleDisciplesSTL.html
http://www.cycledisciples.com/html/
st_louis.html
Euro Motor Union of Greater St. Louis:
meetings are held at 7:30 pm 1st Tues
Sports Page Inn, Old Rte. 3 South of Dupo
IL. (314) 994 1257
Freedom of Road Riders:
Local 24 - meetings 1st Weds of
the month 7:30 PM at Charlack Pub, 8344
Lackland Rd., St Louis, MO (314) 5216553
Local 25 - meetings the 4 th
Thursday 7:00 PM at the American Legion
Hall in “Old Town St. Peters, MO”
(636) 278-5910.
Local 38 - meetings the 1 st
Sunday of the month 11:30 AM at TJ’S
Bar & Grill Hwys 61/67 & Z in Pevely,
MO
(636) 464-2941.
Local 42 - meetings the last
Weds of the month 6:30 PM at Roadhouse
100, 2763 Hwy 100, Gray Summit, MO
636-586-4298.
Freedom Riders – welcomes all bikers
and bikes to come ride with them email to
Ride4JC1@aol.com for more info.
Gateway X-treme Riders Assoc - STL
MO area including Metro East IL Club is
primarily for owners/riders of Honda VTX
cruisers. All bikes are welcome. Web site:
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/
gatewayvtx
Gold
Wing
Road
Riders
Association GWRRA Have various
meeting locations in the Metro St. Louis
Area. Check out the one nearest you at
www.stlouisgwrra.homestead.com
Heartland WOW, meetings are the 4th
Weds of the month at 7:00 PM at the
Prairie Commons Branch 915 Utz Ln., St.
Louis MO. For more info see their website
at www.heartlandwow.org.
HELKATS MC –MIDWEST – An all
woman motorcycle club, for more
information contact then by email at
helkats@aol.com or visit their website
www.helkatsmc.com.
Honda Sport touring Assn. St Louis
area 1st Sat; South Central MO 2nd Sat

and KC Area 3rd Sat. Pleas join us at any
time home.kc.rr.com/mosilhsta Warm
weather meet at Chesterfield Valley Power
Sports off hwy 40 West of Boone’s
Crossing Exit at 9am Kick stands up at
9:30 sharp for spirited ride of 150-200
miles. Garth Haubner at (636) 928 6939
Email: ghaubner@juno.com or Tom
Trieschmann at (314) 692 7463 E-mail
ttriesch@inlink.com
Marion Roadrunners Riders Group –
an all bike, rider group that gets together
on Sundays and rides, meetings are held
on the 3rd Tuesday of the month at 7pm
at the Eagles Hall in Marion, IL. The
meetings are open to every one. More info
as well as events are available on their web
site www.marionroadrunners.com.
Midwest Trail Riders Assn. Email
mtra@ridemtra.com www.ridemtra.com
Event hotline (314) 314 434 5095
Midwest Cafe Racing Assn-Ride Line
(314)
481
8078
Email
Rideline@mcraracing.com
or
www.mcraracing.com
Outlanders – All motorcycle brand,
family oriented org promoting fun events
without negative attitudes, drugs or
alcohol. Meetings are the last Sunday of
the month at 1:00 PM at the TRY Club,
655 Berkshire, East Alton, IL.
Pharaoh’s M.C. – 7510 Old Missouri RD,
Centreville, IL for more info contact Big
Daddy (618) 593-2955.
River Road Riders, All Brand
Motorcycle Club meetings are held the
2nd Weds of the month at the Alton Sports
Tap 7:00 PM
Road Raptors Riding Club meets at
Fairview Heights, IL VFW Hall on Rte.
159 at 7:00 PM first Wednesday of the
month all bike brands welcome.
Shadow Riders of Greater St. Louis
MO. WWW.Shadowriders- stl.com meet
on 4th Tues of month at Manchester Elks
lodge at 7pm (314) 477 9976 ext 772.
Road Rebels Riding Club – An all brand
riding club, for more info about the club
email President Rick”Grumpy”White
roadrebelgrump@yahoo.com or 618-9724951
Southwest Illinois Ronin Riding Club –
meets the 1st Saturday of each month at
Noon at various area locations. Ride
follows monthly meeting. This is an allbrand riding club, call Bonedaddy @ 618696-7768 or Trainwreck @ 618-973-6405
for meeting location or more
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http://autos.groups.yahoo.com/group/SW_Illinois_Ronin_RC/
Southern Illinois Star Riders meet the first Sunday of each
month in Collinsville, IL. Contact wizardandangel@yahoo.com
or visit autos.groups.yahoo.com/group/southernillinoisstarriders/
St Louis Motorcycle Club meets the 2nd Thursday of the month
at Goff-Moll American Legion Hall, 2721 Collier, Brentwood,
MO. Meeting time is 7:30 PM and all are welcome call (314)
771-7100 or visit www.yahoo.com/group/STLMC for more info.
Vietnam Veterans M/C – for more information on this club
email them at vnvmcillusa@yahoo.com
Harley Owners Groups HOG
Alton, IL. HOG Chapter 4th Thurs of month 7:30 PM at Alton
Sports Tap Route 140 & Route 3 Alton, IL..... Ladies of Harley
4th Thurs also at Alton Sports Tap, Banquet room.
Bellville, IL HOG Chapter 3rd Wed of month, 7:30 PM at the
ELKS club at corner of Route 161 and Lincoln Trail in Fairview
Heights, IL. Call dealership if you have questions (618) 277
8864. WWW.Friezeharley-davidson.com.
Bourbeuse Vally HOG Chapter 2nd Sunday of the month, 10:30
AM at Borbeuse Valley Harley-Davidson 1418 Hwy AT, Viila
Rodge meets inside the old store call (636) 451-0106 for more
info or directions.
Festus Mo. HOG Chapter 1st Wed of month, 7:30 at Surdyke
Harley Davidson 2435 Highway 67, Festus, MO. Please call
the dealership for more info (636) 931 8700.
Gateway to the West HOG Chapter 3rd Thurs of the month
8:00 PM at Gateway to the West Harley Davidson, 3600 Lemay
Ferry Rd., St. Louis, MO, LOH meets the 4th Tuesday of the
month at the Blarney Stone 4333 Telegraph Rd. at 7:30 PM for
more info go to www.gatewayhog.org.
Kirkwood Mo. Chapter 2nd Tuesday of the month at GoffMoll American Legion Hall, 2721 Collier, Brentwood, MO. The
LOH meeting is held at Culpeppers, 312 S Kirkwood, Kirkwood,
MO on the first Thursday of month. Everyone is welcome.
Contact (314) 544 HAUG or www.Kirkwoodhog.com.
St Charles HOG Chapter: 3rd Tues of the month 7 pm at St.
Charles Moose Lodge 2705 Interstate 70 (South Service Road
by Chucky Cheese) (636) 723-9365. stcharleshog@primary.net.
If your club or organization would like to be listed here please
send an email to clubs@thebikinglife.com
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Something Completely Different
by Rich Aubuchon
Christmas always makes me all sentimental and squishy
inside. I don’t know if it’s hearing the songs on the radio—
over and over and over again until my ears start to bleed—
or seeing the children in Wal-Mart screeching at their
mothers for the latest game cartridge, or if it’s simply the
memory of all those Christmases I spent as a child
wondering why Santa hated me, but for some reason I
always get emotional at the holidays.
No time of the year possesses as much tradition and beauty
as the Christmas Season. Obviously, if you’re a Christian,
you hold the holiday sacred. Ditto if you’re just a big fan
of Andy Williams. But there are reasons Christmas should
be embraced by all people of all faiths. Maybe not the
underlying “birth of Jesus” stuff—Jews, Muslims, Wiccans,
Druids, Buddhists, and Hindus alike might object—but the
traditions and trappings have something to offer everyone.
Unfortunately, the pinheads who need Christmas the most
tend to be the ones who ignore it.
Think, for example, of a typical lefty, liberal, Commiesympathizin’, NPR-listenin’, Barbra Streisand–lovin’,
overeducated San Francisco Cultural Elite type. He’s got
the goatee and the wire glasses. He’s got the gas-saving
electric hybrid car. He’s got a cupboard full of mueslix and
tofu and multi-grain bread. He wears sandals with socks.
This guy should looooooooove Christmas. Peace on Earth
and all that. But, no. This is the same guy who finds our
city name offensive—what with glorifying a saint and all,

and wants the name changed to Naderville or McGovernton
or some other hippie thing like that. This guy hates
Christmas. Probably hates America, too. Probably goes to
Michael Moore films and donates money to charity without
even getting a receipt. But, I digress…
Every year I watch It’s A Wonderful Life on Thanksgiving
night. Every year I try to imagine myself in George Bailey’s
shoes. Imagine if it were I who accidentally misplaced
several thousand dollars and had the bank examiner
demanding my arrest. Would the townspeople grab their
life savings, smash their kids’ piggy banks, and donate all
they could to save my butt? I’ve finally come to the
realization that the answer is a big fat “no.” Unlike George
Bailey, I would probably end up in prison being gang-raped
by a 350-pound transvestite named Earlene while my
neighbors bought all my stuff at auction.
Besides, George Bailey is hardly a hero to be idolized. Take
a cold, hard look at his behavior, and you’ll be disgusted. I
mean, really. He gave money to Violet Bick so she could,
ahem, “get back on her feet again.” Ha. Instead, he should
have told the little tramp that the best way to get back on
her feet is to roll off the mattress and get dressed. Rather
than take that common-sense approach, he continued to
enable her irresponsible behavior by bailing her out with
cash. Cash, by the way, that should have gone to the
collection plate at church.
When Uncle Billy carelessly lost thousands of dollars, what
did George do? He went to Mr. Potter and asked for a
handout. Mr. Potter promptly called the police, and I don’t
blame him. What kind of world would this
become if the very wealthy just handed
money over to help somebody?
The root problem with Bailey isn’t his
criminality; it’s his wrong-headedness in
dealing with community and social issues.
Fer instance… As a child he prevented Mr.
Gower, the pharmacist, from accidentally
poisoning a child. Presumably, Mr. Gower
didn’t get paid, since George didn’t make
the delivery. Even as a child this kid had
the bizarre idea that business profit should
take a back seat to consumer safety.
Millionaire entrepreneur Sam Wainwright
mentioned that he needed to build a factory.
Slacker George convinced him to build it
in Bedford Falls, because “half the town’s
been out of work since they closed the
factory.” Disgraceful. A

responsible American would have encouraged Sam to build
the factory overseas, saving money on construction and
labor and providing a greater return to investors. Then, he
would have told those unemployed factory guys to go back
to school and retrain for some other profession instead of
living in the past. Friggin’ lefties.
When the bank failed and all the customers rushed to take
their money out of the Bailey Building and Loan, what did
he do? He gave them no-interest loans out of his own pocket
so they could pay their bills, which discouraged savings
and investment. It gets worse. He issued home loans to
immigrants after the bank turned them down. He gave up
his dreams to stay in Bedford Falls because the city fathers
requested it. It’s that kind of slavish devotion to government
that sent Karl Marx off the deep end.
Thank God we’ve grown out of George Bailey worship.
Just think if we lived in a world run by George Bailey.
People who make mistakes and ask for help might actually
get it without being called leeches, bums, and welfare
queens… There might be millions more people working
factory jobs with benefits and paid vacation instead of retail
and temp jobs… Drug companies might voluntarily recall
harmful medications… What a horrible world that would
be.
At this time of year, I always think about my children, and
what I should be teaching them at Christmas. Probably the
first lesson is that Jesus was born to save them, because
they are so incredibly wicked. Also, they need to learn that
those bell ringers are mostly winos who will use the money
to buy a bottle of Mad Dog or Wild Turkey, so there’s no
point in dropping anything in their kettle.
So, this year while your family is sipping eggnog, opening
presents, and singing Christmas carols, I hope you’ll stop
for a moment and think about those who are sleeping on
park benches and in alleys, in shelters and halfway houses,
and pause to reflect on how superior a person you really
must be. Just one final anecdote to illustrate the point… I
read a story a few years about a couple that was traveling
on Christmas Eve. He was a manual laborer—probably a
lefty union member—and she was a teenager and already
pregnant when they married. They stopped at a roadside
motel, but the proprietor (wisely) refused to let them bring
their filthy ways into his establishment. They slept outside
among the animals, and there in the slop is where the young
trollop gave birth to their son. This holiday season, I ask
you—could such a fate have befallen two people of good,
decent, moral character?
You can reach Rich by email at rich@thebikinglife.com.
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Biker Friendly Establishments
Illinois
Alton/Grafton/Wood River
Cellar Room Tavern, 2704 E.
Broadway, Alton, IL (618) 4659874
Danny’s Lounge, 118 W. 4th St.,
Alton, IL (618) 462-6787
Fast Eddie’s Bon-Air, 1530 E.
4th St., Alton, IL (618) 462-5532
Georgie’s Pitchers, 217 W 3rd St.
Alton, IL (618) 462-8801
Harris’s Tavern, On The Great River
Road, (618) 466-9791
The Loading Dock, 400 Front St,
Grafton, Grafton, IL (618) 7863494
Porky’s, 1523 E Edwardsville
Rd, Wood River, IL (618) 2549380
Scotty’s, 4 Front St., Alton, IL.
(618) 463-1065
Woodstock Lounge, 638
Broadway, Alton, IL
Wild Goose Saloon, 1505 W.
Main St, Grafton, IL, (618) 7868888
Belleville
B & B Crehan’s, 6413 W. Main
St. (618) 394-1300
H’s Biker Bar, 1310 Dutch
Hollow Rd (618) 398-3668
Mitch and Nancy’s League Lounge,
1501 W Main St (618) 277-3643
Robin’s Nest, 1614 Mascoutah
Ave. (618) 234-7432, karaoke
every Fri-Sat 9:30 to 1:30 AM
Sheridan’s Frozen Custard, 5326
N Illinois St, Fairview Heights,
IL
The Antique House, 3701 W.
Main St. (618) 235-3434, great
Wednesday Specials
TR’S Place 4901 Concordia Rd.,
(618) 277-7135
Cahokia
Brandy Inn: 103 Water St.
(618) 337-1101 Fine Food and
Drinks always Biker Friendly
Derby Al’s Diner: 2845 Camp
Jackson Rd.
Carmi
Danny’s Pool Room: 119 E Main
Street in Carmi, IL (618) 3829987
Caseyville Caddyshack Saloon 2865 N.
89th St.(618) 397-4704 Nice bar with
very friendly bartenders.

Granite City
Big Duga’s Restaurant, 699 State
Road 203, Granite City, IL, 618875-5800.
Maryville
Sharky’s Sports Bar, 2537
Vandalia, (618) 344-0826 good
food at great prices
Mt. Vernon
Players: 300 S 9th - 1 block off
the square(rt.37&rt.15)
New Baden
Outside Inn, 423 W. Hanover (Hwy
161), (618) 588-4672
Old Shawneetown
Hogdaddys Saloon: Main St in
Old Shawneetown, IL (618) 9221389
Southwestern Illinois
Falling Springs Conservation
Club, 2200 LePere Ln. Dupo,
IL (618) 286-4440, music on
weekends with Sunday jam
sessions.
Fountain Inn, 1912 Fountain Rd.
Valmeyer, IL (618) 935-2266
Frog’s Sports Club, 707 Davis St.
Ferry Road, East Carondolet
(618) 286-9988
Gallagher’s Get-A-Way, 102 S.
Richland, Freeburg, IL (618)
539-5208
Georgia’s Place, 415 Vine St,
Eldred, IL
Gert’s Place Bar and Grill Ill Rtes
3 & 149 Gorham, IL (618) 7639254
Good Tymes Bar and Grill, 200 N. Main
St. Dupo, IL (618) 286-9693
Heartland Bar and Grill, 6180 Rte 3,
Waterloo, IL (618) 939-6670
Horton’s Place, 2503 Main St.
Fayetteville, IL, (618) 677-3348 friendly
folks and cold beer
Just Sue’s Tavern, Evansville, IL
(618) 853-4425
Karban’s Knotty Pine, 4569 Buss
Branch Rd., Waterloo, IL (618)
473-9954
Lisa’s Bar and Grill, Prairie
DuRocher, IL (618) 284-3374
Lou and Michelle’s Tavern,
Waterloo, IL (618) 939-8300
Mary’s Bar and Grill, Ruma, IL
(618) 282-7944
Old Shamrock Tavern, Hwys 13
& 156, New Athens, IL (618)
475-9263

“Papa” Wheelie’s, Old Rte 50,
Trenton, IL (618) “ A full
throttle sports bar”
Rick’s Corner, 201 S Union St
Staunton used to be the Twisted
Spoke (618) 635-3088
S & J Main Street, 608 N. Main St.
Columbia, IL, (618) 281-9997.
Sporto’s Pub & Grill, 211 S. Main Street,
Red Bud, IL (618) 282-7956
The Corner Pub, 602 Meyer Dr,
Valmeyer, IL (618) 935-8209
The Dawg Haus 102 S. Main St.
New Douglas, IL 217-456-7072
Willie’s Corner, 128 W. Market,
Red Bud, Ill 62278
Springfield
Blu Ox Tavern 2724 Peoria Rd
(217)
544-7133 Always
something fun happening
Grman’s Harley Davidson
Repair: 310 W. Browning Rd
(217) 522-2557
Hangout Unwind Dance Saloon:
1630 N 11th (217) 525-8591
Knuckleheads, 2000 Peoria Rd.,
62702 (217) 789-1488
Pony Keg Leathers: 2026 S 11th
St (217) 544-3774 Harley repair/
Leather goods
The Cove 1616 N Dirksen
Pkwy (217) 753-1760
Missouri
Arnold
21 Rock, #1 Meramec Heights
(636) 282-7228 featuring live
music every weekend and
special bike parking area.
Charlack
John & Judy’s Charlack Pub: 8334
Lackland Rd. (& St. Charles Rock Road)
Rock Bands Fri and Sat Nights (314) 4238119
Defiance
Terry and Kathy’s - Defiance, MO.on
Hwy. 94 about 9 miles south of Hwy 40
Fenton
That One Place: 1005 Majestic
Dr in Fenton, MO (636) 8611902
Florissant
Class Act Tattoo and Body
Piercing, 11629 West Florissant
Rd., Florissant, MO (314) 9720707. Great quality work
Fredericktown

Little Joe’s Bar and Grill, 1317 Hwy OO (573) 7835452
Gray Summit
Roadhouse 100, 2763 Highway 100 (636) 451-2007
Hazelwood
Jack’s Iron Horse Bar and Grill: 12950 St Charles
Rock Rd in Hazelwood, MO (314) 209-1280
High Ridge
B & D’s at The Hot Spot on High Ridge Blvd
Pevely
TJ’s Bar & Grill: HWY Z & 61-67, For Bike Show
date information call (636) 475-3648.
St. Louis
The House of Rock, Ronnie’s Plaza featuring the
best in live music Thursday – Saturday.
Iron Horse Saloon, 7928 S. Broadway, Saint Louis,
MO (314) 631-3141 Thurs Bike Night starting in
March
Kelly’s 841 Wachtel St Louis 63125 (314)638-3022
The Little Bar, 6343 Alabama (314) 481-1665
Scott and Beverly’s Some Other Place Other Place 1500
Lemay Ferry Rd. St. Louis 63125. (314)892-6969
Shady Jack’s Café: 1440 N Broadway
Zeke’s Lemay Sports Bar and Grill, South Broadway
St. Louis, Mo
Southeast Missouri
The Playdium, (across from Houck Stadium), 1127
Broadway, Cape Girardeau, Missouri (573) 335-9830
Players, 632 Broadway, Cape Girardeau, MO
Danny’s Place, 1102 Linn Street, Sikeston, Missouri
(573)-471-9984
Villa Ridge
Shady Jack’s Saloon & Inn: 3417 Hwy O in Villa
Ridge, MO (636) 451-HOGG
Ohio
Toledo
Riders Edge located at 531 Oak St is the place to go in
Toledo, Ohio Phone # is (419) 698-9582..
Your establishment or one that you dig on could be listed
here if you tell us about it at bikerfriendly@thebikinglife.com
or call us at (618) 628-2911.
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Upcoming Events
December
4th Biker Night at the 313 Club – 8 PM on at 313 Club, 313 E Main St, Belleville, IL live music food and drink specials and much
more no weapons and no attitudes.
4th Christmas Toy Drive -at Gateway to the West Harley Davidson, Lemay Ferry Rd. sponsored by Vietnam Vet’s M.C. MO
Chapter A 11 to 3 PM bring a new unwrapped toy or canned goods.
5th Kirkwood Hog Chapter Toy Ride – sign up 10:30 to 12:30 at T Billy Buffett’s 9004 Overland Plaza $5 donation ride goes to
St Vincent Home for Children for info call Lori at (314) 965-0166.
12th Forget the Ribbons Show the Green to Support Our Troops Benefit – noon to ???? at Jack’s Iron Horse Bar and Grill
12950 St. Charles Rock Road, Live music, 50/50 drawings and much more call (618) 531-0432 for more info or to make a
donation.
15th Tickets go on Sale for Leather, Lace and Lingerie Fashion Show – at TJ’s Bar and Grill Hwys 61/67 and Z in Pevely,
MO for more info call (636) 475-3648.
18th Doc’s Customer Appreciation Holiday Open House and LOH Chili Cook-Off –
11 to 3 PM at Doc’s Harley Davidson 930 S Kirkwood, Kirkwood, MO.
23rd Christmas Eve Eve Party – with music by Ed Misey at TJ’s Bar & Grill Hwys 61/67 & Z in Pevely, MO call (636) 4753648 for more info.
January
2nd - B & G Productions Swap Meet - at Belle-Clair Fairgrounds Belleville, IL
15th – Benefit Dance for Dave Ruegge – VFW Post 2593, 1540 Big Bill Rd Arnold, MO 7 to 11 PM $10 /person music by
Sonny Heidebur and a lot more call (636) 464-4639 for more info.
If your club or organization has an upcoming event you would like listed here please contact Jim Furey at (618)
531-0432 or at events@thebikinglife.com.

Do you like to write or take pictures
or preferrably both for fun, then The
Biking Life magazine may have some
opportunities for you for more info
call (618) 531-0432.

Need a fun part time job
think about working for the
biking life, you’ll get paid for
hanging out with folks like
you.

ON THE GREA
T RIVER R
OAD
GREAT
RO
AL
WAYS BIKER FRIENDL
Y
ALW
FRIENDLY
THE COLDEST BEER
THE HO
TTEST WOMEN
HOTTEST
(618) 466-9791
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Classifieds

2 Wheeler 45 CI basket case
$2000 O
.B.O call Mike at
O.B.O
(618) 797 - 5477 for mor
e info
more

3 Wheeler basket case, no sheet
metal ‘58 with dr
um brakes $2800
drum
for mor
e info call (618) 797-5477
more

Bike of the Month
by Jason Volanski
My name is Jason Volanski and I am from West Frankfort,
Ill. I think that I may have a bike for your “Bike of the
Month” layout. It is my 1986 Harley FXR. I built this bike
with the help of Double D Cycle and friend/mechanic Jason
Martin. I performed all the sheet metal work and painting
on the bike. I hand built the tank, fenders, seat and the
pipes. I cut the neck and pulled it out to 35 degrees from a
stock 29. I cut off the struts and moved the shocks forward
over 2 inches. The tank started out as a dresser tank that I
stretched, removed the filler neck and moved it over, and
cut out the bottom of the tank and hand formed a new one
to give it a tear drop shape. I bought a 2000 model 39MM
front end and had it chromed. I also cut and formed the
rear fender making it a strut less, snug fitting fender, same
as the front.The paint is House of Kolor’s orange flake and
black diamonds with a ghost web pattern in the black. There
are also candied skulls on the frame. The pipes started life
as a set of boat headers that my brother had. I just used all
of the right radiuses to get the shape I wanted and then cut
the wild shape for the tips. The engine is the original 80
c.i. evo. It has been bored .010 with 10.5 to 1 pistons, an
EV46 cam, Jims Hydrosolid lifters, a Screaming Eagle

ignition and a 42mm Mikuni. I also built the seat and cut
and formed the seat foam and then had it professionally
covered. I run a 150 rear tire with a gold chain and a 21"
spoke on the front. Daryl at Double D sold me most of the
ad-on goodies from Joker Machine and others. I’ve put in
a lot of time on her and it gets looks everywhere we go.
People are always asking me who the builder was and what
kit it was. I tell them me and Harley-Davidson, then the
jaws drop.

Jason supplied us with both the write up and
the pics. Do you think your bike should be
here then send us the same to
bom@thebikinglife.com.
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Bikers for Babies
By Jim Furey
Sunday October 10th was the 9th Annual Bikers for Babies
Run. The proceeds from this event go to support the March
of Dimes and I’m sure must be one of their largest single
day fundraising events. The event has gotten so huge that
this year it moved from Union Station to UMB Bank
Pavilion which was a great move and will allow it to grow
even larger in the future.
More than 8,000 motorcycles participated in this years run
and between the Pre-Registration Festivities at Shady
Jack’s in Villa Ridge, all the $1 pieces sold by various
businesses in the area and through the hard work of
volunteers, like Dave Monachella, who put in countless
hours putting on fundraisers for the cause, this year we
raised more than $300,000.
There are countless business and civic leaders who back
this event to the utmost, people like Pat Bush, owner of
Doc’s Harley Davidson, who does so much to support the
local community and was the Grand Marshall this year.
Larry Conners and Tony Twist are always here as are many
other local tv and radio personalities. The participation of
these folks along with you the riders makes this the
successful day that is. There is only one other that is larger
and it is held in Kansas City. We can’t let that continue so
right here and right now, I challenge my fellow riders from
Illinois to step up to the plate next year and let’s make this
one the biggest there is. I saw a few of you my brethren but
not a lot. Sure we have to wear a helmet but hey it is only
one day. On a serious note though if you haven’t participated
in one of these you should at least once you see so much
togetherness and I’m sure you’ll make some new friends
as well. Take care and thanks to everyone who makes this
happen.
Below are some scenes from this years event.

Right the pre-registration party at Shady Jack’s, above Pat
Bush congratulating the winner of the Sportster that was
raffled off, middle some of the many riders pulling into the lot
for the run and bottom some of the many fine folks who
volunteered their time the day of the event
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Now two locations to better
serve you the original location
at 10566 Page Avenue,St. Louis, MO
(314) 429-4551
and our new location
2762 Highway K,
O’Fallon,MO 63366
(636) 474-2226
Santa says leather makes the best gifts
and we have all your fall and winter
fashions in now.
Gift certificates are available and one size
fits anyone, in addition to the areas
largest selection of leather we also have
shirts from america’s premier motorcycle
manufacturer, call for our expanded
holiday hours or visit us on the web at
www.blackjackleather.com or by email
blackjackleather@charter.net

DuQuoin Mile Brings out the Best
by Killer Miller

with Missouri’s own Clayton Riggle. Watch for both of
these riders in the future.

DuQuoin is a unique mile. It is one of the fastest in the
nation and, because of this and the fact that it is a true oval,
it is one of the most dangerous as well. A rider who wins
here deserves the admiration of all those he races with. This
year, as in the past, the Magic Mile hosted the final race of
the GNC and Sportster Performance season. This year also
featured a short track the night before, with Jake Jonhson
winning. On that night, Chris Carr became only the third
rider to win six championships, so he would go into the
Mile secure with the #1 plate on his Ford Quality Check
XR750 Harley-Davidson for 2005.

In the 883 heats, Chris Hart, 2003 champion Scott Scherb,
and 2001 champion Stump all won their heats and, along
with 14 other riders, made the 17-bike final. It was a classic
mile race, with both riders and bikes being evenly matched.
The race was a drafting battle, with Marshall, Chenda, and
others doing a 10-bike ballet around the track for the 12
laps that made up the main event. On the last turn of the
last lap, Tongett and Stump moved around Hart and, as
they came to the line, Marshall moved past them all to take
the victory. The order of finish was:
First: Marshall
Second: Stump
Third: Tongett
Fourth: Scherb
Fifth (and new 883 Class Champion): Chris Hart

The Sportster Performance battle was between Chris Hart
and defending champion Scott Scherb, who rides for one
of the biggest sponsors in flat track racing: Doc’s HarleyDavidson out of St. Louis and their salesman, Jim Wagner.
It is sponsors like these and Frieze, Halls, Jones
Powersports, Monorey, Bartels, and the like that help keep
this sport alive. Kevin Atherton proved he had the hot hand
in qualifying. Riding a high line that very few others dared,
he kept the coals to his XR all the way around. The old
gunfighter Jay Springsteen looked good on his Bartels
Harley-Davidson, as did Joe Kopp on the Jones Powersports
KTM entry. Kevin Varnes was there on his Suzuki, as was
part-time road racer Larry Pegram on his Aprillia.
The 883 class was dominated by Chris Hart (from New
York), Scott Scherb, and Scott Stump. Veteran rider Terry
Poovey made his final Mile appearance after 348 main
events in an expert career that goes back to the seventies.
The Texan, riding a Doc’s Xr750, put it on the line for one
last time. Terry, it has been a pleasure to watch and race
against you all these years. On the other end, female racer
Nicole Chenda was making one of her first starts, along

The first GNC heat was a run-away for Kevin Atherton, as
Chris Carr and Rich King followed him home. Race #2
saw a good battle between Springer, Joe Kopp, and Willie
McCoy, with Kopp coming out on top. Heat #3 saw Kenny
Coolbeth win, with Poovey and Brian Smith putting two
of Doc’s bikes into the big dance. If you didn’t make it
through the heats, you had the Semis as your last chance.
Taking advantage of that were Showtime Jonny Murphree,
Cummings, Russell, rookie of the year Jared Mees, Larry
Pegram on the Aprillia (making this the first time an Aprillia
made the main at a mile), and last man qualifying, Geo
Roder.

The main event took to the line with the best names in the
business: three past champions and the current one, all ready
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to do battle with the man who had the hand—Kevin
Atherton. As the field rocketed away from the line, it only
took one lap to show why “Cupcake” had the class of the
field, as he schooled everyone on the high line as the way
to go. Atherton, slowing only briefly during the middle part
of the race to save on tire wear, led all 25 laps (fans, this is
rare for a mile, where the lead can chance three or four
times a lap), leaving Kopp, Carr, and Springsteen to battle
for the rest of the podium. Unfortunately, Poovey’s last
race didn’t leave him battling for anything, as his motor
expired on lap 16. At the finish of 25 miles, the final
checkered flag of the 2004 season went to Kevin Atherton,
with Carr, King, Springsteen, and Kopp following him
home.

Once again, thanks to the IMDA for,
as always, putting on a stellar event.
These people love racing, and it shows
in every track they prep and every race
they run. My helmet’s
off to them and to the AMA for
showing once again why Mile racing
is the best in the world. For Killer
Miller and the crew at The Biking Life,
see you in May at the Springfield Mile.

Another fine piece work from
the pen of William “Killer”
Miller watch for his writings
in the mag and if you have
any ideas or comments you
want to send his way direct
them to
killer@thebikinglife.com
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Motorheads Parties
Below are a collection of pics from a couple of different
events the Motorheads have been invloved with since the
end of the summer. The top 4 photos are from their run
to Memphis Catfish and Arlene tell me it was great fun
and they thank the Motorheads for letting them tag along
the bottom 2 are from the Halloween Dance.
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Tattoo of the Month

This months tat of the month belongs to Sarah
Farrance of Granite City. The tat was done by
Dave Tracey of Extreme Ink. This tat has true
meaning to Sarah. Every green piece is a
symbol from her husband. This tat is a work in
progess and over the 4 years that it has taken
thus far, Sarah has drawn her back as a sign of
the complexities of the time.
Do you have a cool tattoo or one with a good
story behind it? If so send us a pic and a description to tats@thebikinglife.com.

“Where Ideas Become Reality”
REGISTERED & LICENSED MOTORCYCLE MANUFACTURER OF “BIG BOYZ”
MOTORCYCLES

636-343-5300
Happy Holidays!
Everything In The Store Is ON SALE During December! SAVE NOW!
FREE PICK-UP & DELIVERY AVAILABLE
Santa Says:
GIFT CERTIFICATES ALWAYS MAKE GREAT GIFTS!

SEE NEW BIKES BEING BUILT IN OUR ALL-GLASS BUILD ROOM!
OPEN MON-FRI 9-6 / SAT 9-4
BUILDING THE “N
AUGHTIEST & NICEST” BIKES IN ST
OUIS!
“NA
ST.. L
LOUIS!
Located On Gravois Road In “Olde Town” Fenton - Just 2 Blocks East Of Highway
141
CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE AT WWW.BIGBOYZCUSTOMCYCLES.COM

