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The Biking Life magazine is published monthly by
Bi-State Biking LLC. All rights reserved. The publisher assumes no liability and can not beheld liable
for errors beyond the space occupied by the error,
slander of any group or individual, failure to produce any issue as scheduled for reasons beyond our
control, any and all lawsuits for liable, plagiarism,
copyright infringement and unauthorized use of a
person’s name or photograph. Opinions and claims
made by advertisers and authors are theirs, and do
not represent the policy of The Biking Life magazine. If you are still reading this get a life.
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Letter From the Publisher
by Jim Furey

Seasons greetings, I want to start out by congratulating the
Missouri voters and specifically the ones from Boone and
Randolph counties for flexing your political muscle and
voting Chuck Graham out of office. He has long been an
opponent of any change to the helmet law, to the point of
not truly allowing debate of the issue on its merits. This is
not the only issue he has been on the wrong side of either.
The members of the FORR Local in the area placed some
very damaging ads on the local airwaves in his area and they
changed the tide. See like I’ve said here recently we really do
have the power to change our stars.
I would also like to congratulate Kenny Biermann from
the St Charles area for his successful efforts to gain a seat
in the Missouri House. I have spoken several times with
Mr. Biermann. I know he is a motorcycle rider and that
he supports motorcyclists rights but more importantly he
believes as I do on a number of issues. Plus it is always nice
to see a friend of the magazine be successful. Heck we might
even get him to write a little something for us from time to
time. You never can tell.
I wish all of you, your friends and families all the best during
the holiday season and in the year ahead. I know things have
been difficult for many of us this past year and they will
probably take a while to improve again but they will. I thank
all of you for your support this year. It is because of your
support that we have been able to help so many this year.
Your support of our events like the Benefit we held for the
Jefferson County Rescue Mission, our Annual Forget the
Ribbons Benefit for the USO, the Moonlight TT Runs for
the Belleville, IL Violence Prevention Center, and our 5th
Anniversary Party and Poker Run was fantastic. While we
often get the credit for the donation, I know that it is really
you our readers who made the donation and I tell people just
that. I thank you for your support.
It is December and the event calendar has slimmed down
quite a bit. There will be some fun times this month and
some Christmas Parties but, this to is a month to make
preparations for the upcoming holidays and to spend times
with your family and friends. I have enjoyed seeing many of
you on the road, particularly those who have come back to
the real biker magazine after flirting with the “dark side.”
We are working on the 2008 version of The Biking Life
DVD and hope to have it out by Christmas and hopefully
in time to deliver some copies for the holiday. Check our
website www.thebikinglife.com for updates on the DVD
and did you can also watch some footage from the DVD on
YouTube. There we are “Biking Life” till next year be safe,
ride hard and have fun.
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from the chili dinner provided courtesy of Mom’s Café on
the square in Fulton.

2nd Annual Callaway Toy Run
By Rich Hagendorf
Gary Powell acts on what we all know. He brings bikers
together to prove that not only are there more of us out
there than anyone thinks, but that our hearts are in the right
place, and we walk the walk when it comes time to prove
up. Gary’s shop, RIDIN IN THE WIND LEATHERS with
contributions and cooperation from Wal-Mart, and Mid
City Lumber of Fulton, sponsored the 2nd Annual Callaway
County Toy Ride in Fulton Missouri with the proceeds
going to families who receive assistance from SERVE of
Callaway County.

On November 1st over 90 bikes, an impressive number
for any sophomore event, representing everything from
custom choppers, to sport bikes to touring bikes, rumbled
and rolled through the streets of Fulton under Police
escort. The midway point of the ride provided Wal-Mart
shoppers the chance to meet and greet participants while
checking out the fine assortment of bikes in the parking lot
as last minute purchases of perfect Christmas gifts were
being made. Then it was time to mount up for the ride
to City Hall where the contributions were collected. Then
a prayer of thanks and call for protection over the riders
was offered up. Participants were rewarded with a warm
feeling inside, not only from having done a good deed, but

(Editor’s note: It is good people like Gary that deserve
our support. It seems like he has done a lot for the riding
community in the area. So this year when you are shopping
for that perfect gift for the biker in your life check out his
shop. You’ll be helping all of us)

Want to tackle a problem with your
bike but don’t know how. Then send us
an email at staff@thebikinglife.com. we
will get our staff of experts and contributors on it and get you an answer
in a future issue. Just another way we
serve you our readers.
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for $1,200.00. Me and a couple of bros went back the next
evening and as we were loading my new chopper in Partying
Piere’s truck I noticed it was snowing. It so happened it was
a Friday evening too so we headed to Stick’s house with my,
well new to me chopper.
It was cold and snowing in the middle of January 1974 as
we unloaded my new chopper and put it Stick’s garage. By
now a bunch of us was gathering and started partying and
carrying on as usual. So we started taking things apart. We
were having a take apart Fuzzy`s new chopper party.

Choppers and Chicks
Back when I first started to ride in the spring of 1972. I bought
a 1965-900 XLCH Ironhead Harley Sportster and rode it
around for a couple of years doing a few changes to my bike.
Nothing really major, you know just bolt on chopper parts.
Well this chick named “Cheeks” and me were a pair at the
time, while running this Sportster on a few runs and several
parties. Back then many a weekend started out at Stick’s
house on a Friday night we would start gathering. Then a
couple of years went by.
By then I wanted a hardtail, with a jockey shift a 1200 cc
Panhead chopper, like some of my bros. So I sold the
Ironhead Sporty to some guy and started looking around. Well
somebody told me about a guy that worked out at Chrysler
named “Slim”, that was a member of the Road Saints MC.
I was told that he lived behind the bowling alley and had a
Panhead for sale.
Well I went down there with a couple bros. As I was looking
at it I noticed the black coffin gas tank. It had a large dagger
with a snake wrapped around the dagger and the words
“Death Before Dishonor” and a pair of dice painted on the
back of the rear fender.
I thought now that looks familiar, then I remembered my dad
had the same thing tattooed on his right arm. “Death Before
Dishonor” it was from back in his U.S. Navy days. I listened
to it run and looked at the long front end and tall sissy bar.
I said to myself. We got us a chopper here. I just need to
change a couple of things and paint it.
Well, because it was cold and there was snow on the ground
we went inside Slim’s house trailer. I asked about the tranny
and a couple other things cause I could not ride it due to
the weather. Slim assured me it all worked. Yep, I bought
that chopper without riding it. Well, we worked out a deal

Well, through the next couple of months I made a few
changes. Put on a jockeyshift, new sissy bar, handlebars and
gas tank with a new paint job. Well by now me and Cheeks
are riding around on what I call my new chopper “Grandpa”.
That old 1956 panhead chopper ran good and was dependable
and everything worked as Slim had said. Slim was true to his
word about that chopper. Me and Cheeks had many a good
time at the parties and runs.
You know as I sit here and write this story and think about
those times, those precious memories. I truly believe that as
we make our journey through life we have some of the best
times of our lives and not even realize it, till later. That’s why
they are precious memories.
Well a few years went by and I sold that chopper to a bro
named Larry Moore. He rode it for a few years and changed
some things then he ended up selling it to Cheeks younger
brother J.W. Well while I sit here still in the thinking mode. I
wish I had that chopper and that chick “Cheeks” back .They
were both definitely keepers.
But as you go through life things change like, you get a new
chopper, another new ol lady, another new tattoo and we are
back in the making precious memories mode again. “Cheeks”
is no longer with us and has crossed over to the other side.
But that chopper and chick were perfect timing in my life.
I thank Cheeks and her family for the memories we all had
together and thank you “Slim” for selling me such a life
changing chopper. Thank you to all my brothers/sisters back
in the 70s that are still my brothers/sisters to this day and all
my brothers that I have come to know the last 35+ years.
Well it’s that time. Here is Dirty Johnny with this to say. you
might meet the nicest people on a Honda. But when you are
on a Harley chopper you meet the hottest chicks. And you
know the old saying. Its ass, gas, or grass nobody rides for
free. Is still the same as always “timeless” just like choppers
and chicks, “forever”, good point Johnny. It’s that time of
the year my brothers of the wind be careful and have a safe
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. As always see you
sometime, someplace, soon. Fuzzy
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Halloween’s a Hoot
By Jim Furey

The start of October means two things one fall is not far
away and two that Halloween and all the fun parties that
entails is just around the corner. Our Halloween parties
started early this year. The first one we attended was in Mt
Vernon, IL. It was held at the Holiday Inn and was hosted
by Dale’s Harley Davidson.

chili but I don’t believe Joy enjoyed it later.
Then there was a lull in the parties until the Illinois
Motorheads held their annual Halloween Bash. This year
they had it at Jailhouse Rock in Trenton, IL. This place is
huge and a great place to hold a party especially if you are
into Elvis as the name might suggest. We had a great time
here as we do at all Illinois Motorheads events. We also
got to spend an evening with a lot of our friends which is
always cool.
There was just one other party we couldn’t miss and
that was the Skyriders / Fire and Iron Halloween Dance.
The Skyriders have been big supporters of The Biking
Life since its earliest days and we appreciate our friends
so much. They have this party at their clubhouse in
Livingston, IL which is always decorated very well which
adds to the event. This dance attracts some of the most
unique costumes I have ever seen and everyone has a great
time.

We have attended several events hosted by this dealership
and in many ways this was among the most successful.
There were lots of great costumes, many superior auction
items, food and music and this was an evening of great
fun.
About the same time we were invited to a party hosted by
the CFMA (Camp Fuji Motorcycle Association) at Killer’s
home. In addition to renewing acquaintances with many
of the members we also finally met Jorgen and Bettina,
Killer’s house guests from Germany. It was a true pleasure;
it seems these fine folks have turned this area into a second
home. There was a big bonfire and I enjoyed some tasty

Halloween has always been a special time for me. It
seems like putting on a costume allows some people to be
something they aren’t the rest of the year which is pretty
special if you think about it. These were some fun times
we had and shared with friends. I urge you to check out
these are some of the many other Halloween events next
year and let yourself go a little.
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hardtail humor
A biker walks into a bar, notices a very large jar on the
counter, And sees that it’s filled to the brim with $10 bills.
He guesses there must be more than ten thousand dollars in it.
He approaches the bartender and asks, ‘What’s with the money in
the jar’‘Well......you pay $10 and if you pass three tests, you get all
the money And the keys to a brand new Lexus.’
The man certainly isn’t going to pass this up.
And so he asks, ‘What are the three tests?’
‘You must pay first...... Those are the rules,’ says the
bartender. So, after thinking it over a while, the man gives
the bartender the $10 And the bartender drops it into the jar.
‘Okay,’ the bartender says, ‘here’s what you need to do:
First - You have to drink a whole quart of tequila, in a minute
or less, And you can’t make a face while doing it. Second
- There’s a pit bull chained in the back with a bad tooth.
You have to remove that tooth with your bare hands.
Third - There’s a 90-year old lady upstairs who has
never had sex.... You have to take care of that problem!’
The man is stunned. ‘I know I paid my $10, but I’m not
an idiot! I won’t do it! You’d have to be nuts to drink a
quart of tequila, and then do All those other things...’
‘Your
call,’
says
the
bartender.....
‘but,
your
money
stays
where
it
is.’
As time goes on, and the man has a few more drinks,
he finally says,’Where’s the damn tequila?’ He grabs
the bottle with both hands and drinks it as fast as he
can. Tears stream down both cheeks... But he doesn’t
make a face, and he did it in fifty-eight seconds!
Next, he staggers out the back door, where he
sees the pit bull chained to a pole. Soon the people
inside the bar hear growling, biting, and screaming
sounds... Then nothing but silence! Just when they
think the man surely must be dead, he staggers back
into the bar With his shirt ripped open and there
are scratches and he’s bleeding all over his body.
He says, ‘Now where’s that old woman with the bad
tooth?’
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Robbie remarked that, while he may not jump as far as he
used to ( the Grand Canyon Jump), he could still out-jump
most, if not all, grandpas.

The Kaptain Flies to a Record
by Killer Miller
It was more than thirty years ago that I had the privilege
of seeing Evel Knievel jump 15 Mack trucks at the old
Gateway International Raceway. Then this past July 3rd,
thanks in no small part to Michelle Krispin at Six Flags,
Joyce and I got to see Kaptain Robbie Knievel jump 25
Dodge Chargers to set a new vehicle jump world record.
The jump was staged for the opening of Six Flags latest
thrill ride, the Evel Knievel Roller Coaster.
Sure it may have been a tad easier since he was on a modern
MotoCross bike, but be that as it may as we looked out
over the long row of cars, the distance is still great and the
chance of failure, with all its harsh consequences, still very
much present. This was brought even more into focus as
the ever present rain that has deluged the area once again
was upon us. But Robbie like his father before him knew
the show must go on. So after drying both the takeoff and
landing ramps, the show did just that.

The build up stated the truth when the announcer said
this was very much real and not a video game with a reset
button. Get this wrong and the consequences would be real
and painful. But if all went right, one of the greatest names
in motorcycling would hold another record. Both Robbie’s
daughters and one grandkid were in attendance. One of
his very attractive daughters sang the national anthem and

True to his word and after stating that he wasn’t the greatest
at this (that would be his dad), Robbie then mounted his
“wheelie bike” and did ten or fifteen wheelies having
decided that was the bike to use. He then began the run up
the ski jump where he did the traditional roll up looking
out over the distance that could bring either more fame or
a sure pounding on hard Missouri asphalt. The revs were
brought up, the clutch released and the crowd all held its
collective breath. Joyce shot film as I shot photos and
we saw the man from Butte, Montana do what his father
had done so many years ago. He cleared the objective
and skidded to a halt at the end of the parking lot, having
successfully looked death in the face once more and made
death blink.

I can tell you this. It is just as big a thrill to see him jump as
it was as a kid to see his dad. Sure the bikes are different,
but the danger remains the same and that is really what
makes life worth living--staring at death and telling him
not today. I hope that Robbie, like his father before him,
gives crowds that thrill for many years to come. Once
again, I offer my thanks to Mrs. Killer for her help with
this, to Michelle Krispin and all the staff at Six Flags and
to the Kaptain for the chance to have this kind of a thrill
once again. Killer and crew--out living life.
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Rights and Choices
During the past presidential election, there was a
lot of talk about our rights. In our Constitution and Bill
of Rights United States citizens are guaranteed certain
rights. Men and women have died to protect these
rights and give us reason to hold our rights extremely
important.
Kathy and I were in downtown St. Louis for the
Veterans Parade; we wanted to show appreciation for all
the veterans have done for us. In the parade there was a
sign that read, “If you can read this thank a teacher. For the
right to read, thank a Veteran.” (I hope I’m remembering
this correctly.) We can thank the veterans for protecting
everything we have in America, along with the right to
vote, to attend the church we want to attend, or to not
attend at all. There were veterans that died to protect this
right and the choices we make regarding them.
While our veterans have preserved our individual
rights, God from the beginning of creation has granted us
the right to make choices. We choose whether or not to
worship Him. We make our choices daily whether to
follow the laws God gave us in the Ten Commandments,
and our most important choice is to believe in Jesus
Christ as our Lord and Savior.
In the Bible (John 10:10) we’re told Jesus came
that “we could have life and have it more abundantly.”
But the sacrifice Christ made is explained in John 15:13,
“Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one’s
life for his friends.” So many have given their lives so
that we can have life fuller, we must make sure we make
the proper decisions. If you have not made your decision
to believe in Christ as your Savior, you should today.
If you need help with this prayer, contact any
Christian biker at your next event, contact one of the
following people, or call me. The CMA Missouri State
Coordinator is Clark (Lucille) Doughty, 816-697-3077,
wingman@wcblue.com; and the Illinois State Coordinator
is Don (Vicky) Brown, 217-629-8938, vdBrown77@aol.
com. For more information about CMA, you can contact
either of the above or call me at 314-434-2282 or e-mail
me at h2osjk@prodigy.net.

Jim Waters
President - Good News Riders
CMA St. Louis, MO
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TAKE 10% OFF ALL LISTED PRICING
NOW THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2008

TWO WAYS TO BUY ONE GREAT GIFT
�

ONLINE: Visit www.thegaragedesigncenter.com, choose your tool box and use
promo code BLHD10 on the order page to save 10% on all Harley-Davidson tool
and gear storage solutions. All items in-stock, will ship anywhere in the USA.

�

SHOWROOM: Visit our showroom at 1731 Larkin Williams Road, Fenton MO
63026 and mention this ad to receive a 10% discount on all Harley-Davidson
tool and gear storage solutions.

636.343.8500

B
A HDDX-22 – $36.99
B HDX-26 – $50.99
C HDX-223B – $95.99
D HDTS-56-3Set-DS – $2294.99
E HDGS-1800 – $245.99
(Partially Shown)

F HDGS-1805 – $367.99
G HDTS-26Set-DS – $723.99
H HDTS-41Set-DS – $1068.99
I HDGS-6624 – $317.99
Manufactured by STACK-ON® under license
from Harley-Davidson® Motor Company.
©2008 H-D All Rights Reserved
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Police Officer (retired) Bob Biby, who is also a member
of the Blue Knights, wrote the application for the funding,
and Jon was chosen to receive the conversion kit. Now,
what to do about a motorcycle for the conversion kit to be
put on? The Blue Knights decided they were going to raise
the money through fund raisers and donations to buy Jon
a motorcycle.

Sgt. Jon Brough Benefit at Benld Brew Haus
By Donna Thacker
November 10, 2006 changed a Belleville police officer and
his family’s life forever. During a stand-off with a murder
suspect Sgt. Jon Brough was shot in the face. The shotgun
blast left him severely disfigured and blind. The doctors
worked frantically to save Jon’s life, even inducing him
into a coma. His life hung in limbo, as some feared the
worst.

And they did just that! Niehaus Cycle, in Litchfield Illinois,
gave the group a discount on the bike they purchased
and Niehaus also installed the conversion kit. Jon had a
motorcycle back, but couldn’t drive it. This too the Blue
Knights had an answer for. Jon’s wife Wendy was going to
learn to ride this trike!
Wendy, who was willing to do anything for Jon, took on this
challenge. She had never even rode a regular motorcycle
before, and stated that she was nervous about the idea, but
she was going to learn. Jon chimed in saying he knew she
could do it, and that all would be fine. Wendy is scheduled
to take a motorcycle safety course in November.

Jon showed his strength and determination by waking up
three weeks later. His wife Wendy, who had been by his
side the entire time had to deliver the news of his condition
and his loss of sight. Life as they knew it had ended. But
Jon and Wendy are fighters, and their strong commitment
to each other was about to prove just how big of fighters
they really are.
Jon was an avid motorcyclist and a member of a Law
Enforcement Group of motorcyclists known as the Blue
Knights. This International group is broken into chapters
throughout the world. Jon’s group, Chapter 14, out of
Belleville, came to his aide. With the help of many people,
Jon’s fellow officers, family and friends were determined
that he would ride again. Somehow, that much of his life
had to be given back.
The plan was to figure out how to put a trike kit on Jon’s
bike. But before this plan could be figured out, Jon’s
motorcycle was destroyed in an accident. This did not
stop the Blue Knights, it just changed their direction.
Dale Raymond, Director for Illinois Chapter 14, had been
working on getting an application to have Lehman Trike
pay for the conversion kit through a grant.
Every year Lehman Trikes USA, located in South Dakota,
donates a trike kit to a deserving person. The winner is
chosen by an independent panel of judges. Illinois State

Most of this, you have probably seen on local news
channels, or read about in local papers. I too, knew all of
this, from a distant stand point. That was until October
12th, when I attended a benefit for Jon Brough at the Benld
Brew Haus, on Rte. 138 in Benld Illinois. Meeting all of
them made these people and everything they have been
through together, very real to me.
What a sight to see the procession of motorcycles pull in,
with Jon Brough himself sitting proudly on the back of
his very own motorcycle trike. Jon and the Blue Knights
were no longer someone I was seeing on the 10 o’clock
news, they were real and they were right here. You’ll never
really know how something, or someone, will touch your
life until you witness this type of thing. Just thinking of
everything Jon and his family have been through, and
continue to go through was overwhelming.
continued on page20
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December Newsletter

www.chariotsoffirecustoms.com

Happy Holidays to All!

Tis the season to be jolly. We would like to celebrate with you, our valued customers, on Saturday,
December 20th. Come in and enjoy a relaxed shopping experience with good friends. You are all
invited to visit and pick a discount out of Reine’s Christmas stocking. It will be filled with 15%,
20%, & 25% discount coupons to be used one day only on all in store and any ordered items. As I
mentioned last month, I did some Christmas shopping for you and have some appealing gifts ready
to be wrapped and place under your tree! Remember, we have gift certificates for any friends and
family that may be difficult to buy for. Be sure to come in by December 13 for any items that need
to be ordered special to be sure it is in by December 23.
I’m going to go out on a limb and say that not only will we be celebrating Christmas with you on
the 20th, but we will also be celebrating our second expansion. I know our volunteers will have the
store front between us and the Tattooed Lady opened and ready to go by then. Exciting happenings at
Chariots of Fire! Keep an eye out on future newsletters as we have more plans for the coming year.
We will be closed, Wednesday, December 24 through Monday December 29 for the Christmas
holiday, Wednesday New Year’s Eve and January 1 for New Year’s day. So, reminder, make sure
you get any last minute Christmas items on Tuesday the 23rd!
Brrrrr, our second annual Polar Bear Run will take off from our parking lot at 1:00 weather permitting.
Should give you partiers time to sober up after a rockin’ New Year’s Eve and the day should start to
warm up. Jim Childers, one of our many dedicated customers, and Matt Michele of ABATE will be
in charge of the run as Jan & I will be ohhh so warm in sunny Florida thinking of all you crazy people
taking the first ride of the new year. They will have two routes planned, a long sunny day ride and
a short too cold to ride ride. Jim will make a big pot of chili to warm you up at his house at the end
of the ride.
Oh, don’t forget that raffle tickets make a great gift. What better way to say “I love you and want you
to have an awesome new year” than giving the 1 in 300 chance to win a custom chopper! Come in
and see us or call for more details on the raffle.
We continue to collect items for our troops. Please bring in socks, underwear, pj pants for both
men and women to cloth soldiers as they move from the front line medics to more stable facilities.
They are often shipped off with no more than a hospital gown. Also nonperishable snacks reading
materials etc. All items appreciated!

Custom is in our name, Quality is in our product, Service is our reputation

Keep the Shiny Side Up
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At one point, Marty even started selling the ferns that hung
on the porch of the bar and donating the proceeds to Jon’s
medical fund. So, if you weren’t there you missed a good
bargain on plants as well. You might have seen a bit of this
benefit on the news, as John Mills from Channel 4 News
came up and interviewed Jon and Wendy, and shot some
footage around the bar.

I spoke with many of these Law Enforcement Officers,
including Jon Brough and his wife Wendy. The love,
devotion and determination to get through all of this
together were quite evident. Motorcyclists are a very
tight knit group, no matter what the circumstances, but
this particular group shared more than most groups will
hopefully ever have to.
They have shared the tragedy of Jon nearly losing his life,
and they have shared the hope and promise of helping him
and Wendy rebuild their lives. The bond between these
guys goes much deeper than a career in law enforcement,
they are brothers and sisters. Many of them told me that
Jon is their inspiration and that they love him dearly.
Talking to Jon and Wendy will tell you why everyone is
so inspired by them. Wendy says that Jon is never bitter
or “grumpy” about what life has dealt him. Jon calls her
his “rock” and thanked her for staying by his side through
all of this. In an emotional “Thank You” Jon talked about
how much the Blue Knights meant to him, and how very
grateful he was to be on that motorcycle. He said that the
ride from Belleville to Benld was “absolutely amazing!”
Blue Knights from Chapter 13 and 14 in Illinois were in
attendance to support Jon. Several from Chapter 70 out
of Missouri made the trip also. And as it turned out, the
owner of the Benld Brew Haus, Lee Culp is also a retired
member of the Blue Knights, Chapter 13. Lee and his wife
Marty know Jon and Wendy, and many of the Blue Knights
that were in attendance, so the Benld Brew Haus seemed a
likely place to hold a benefit.
There were great door prizes to be had, some really good
fish cooking out back, and a rocking band that would get
anyone’s toe to tapping! Lee and Marty provided the band
for the event, while the Blue Knights hosted the door
prizes. The band, called Mondin, came up from the Alton
area, and are well worth listening to if you ever get the
chance.

It was a great event, and it was inspiring to see this man,
who has suffered and lost so much, yet he doesn’t look to
what he’s lost, he looks to the future, and to what he still
has. Jon and Wendy Brough are truly remarkable people,
and are blessed with a wonderful circle of family and
friends.
I too, will have to say that I feel as if my husband and I
met some people at this event, that we are quite honored to
now call friends. And I must add that we even found some
old friends again! When we went to this event, we had no
idea who owned the Benld Brew Haus. It turned out to be
Lee and Marty Culp, who were friends of ours that we had
lost touch with! So, by attending this benefit, we made
great new friends and found great old friends. So, get out
and wander around to some new places. You never know
who you are going to run into.
If you are interested in learning more about Jon Brough’s
chapter of the Blue Knights, you can log into their web site
at www.blueknightsilxiv.com. Even though the chapter
members are all law enforcement officers, their events
are open to the public, and you’d be welcome to drop by!
I guarantee you’ll have a good time with this wonderful
group of people.
If you are interested in checking out the Benld Brew Haus,
it’s on Rte. 138 in Benld, Illinois. Their hours are Mon
- Thurs 10AM - 2AM, Friday and Saturday 10AM - 3AM
and Sunday 10AM - 2AM. They have a great beer garden,
and Marty and Lee will show you a good time! And don’t
forget to pick up a copy of The Biking Life while you’re
there...Ride Safe...
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good for one sample. Over 3,800 tickets were sold which
raised a lot of money for the various charities. In addition
to voting for the best tasting chili, there also was a contest
for the best named chili. The names included: Bottom End
Blow Out, White Lightning, Hoozier Momma’s Chili and
Uncle Cuz’s Colon Cleansing Chili to name a few.

Ted’s Motorcycle World Chili Cook-Off
By John Skala
This year’s edition of the annual chili cook-off at Ted’s
found us with warmer weather than we have had in the last
couple of years. This was great for those that rode in, but
not as helpful for those with the hotter chilies.
The turn out was tremendous with 26 varieties of chili
and hundreds of tasters. It also proved there is a wide
range of ideas of what the best chili should be. The chili
was made by the various motorcycle organizations in the
bi-state area including: the Bush Pilots, ABATE, Dream
Weavers, Road Raptors, Shadow Riders, CMA, HOG and
many more. They sold tickets for 50 cents each that were

Cash was returned to the organizations for their favorite
charity based on the number of samples that they sold.
Plaques were presented based on both the tasters’ choices
and the chefs’ choices. This was another great event
sponsored by Ted’s that helped raise money for a number
of deserving charities. For more pictures from this and
other events, visit the photo section at www.thebikinglife.
com.

$1.50 lONGNECKS ON wEDNESDAY NIGHTS
wEDNESDAY IS BIKE NIGHT
KARAOKE WEDS, FRI AND SAT NIGHTS
TEXAS HOLD’EM POKER SATURDAY AT 4 NO BUY
IN AND $50 TO THE WINNER
www.myspace.com/double_ds_hangout
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ride was started, they set a goal of raising $100,000
in the first 5 years. Through the generous donations
of bikers and sponsors, this goal is expected to be
reached a year ahead of schedule. Unfortunately, the
events of the last year have made the need for the
BackStoppers even more urgent.

Bike & Badge Ride Reaches Five Year
Goal A Year Early
By John Skala
On the first Sunday in October each year, the Bike
& Badge Ride is the place to be. The Biking Life
magazine is proud to be sponsor of this great ride
that supports BackStoppers. The BackStoppers
provides needed support and financial assistance to
the spouses and children of all local and county police
officers, firefighters, publicly-funded paramedics and
EMTs and volunteer fire protection units, who have
lost their lives performing their duty. Their service
area covers a large number of counties in both Illinois
and Missouri.

For more information about the ride or the
BackStoppers, visit their web sites online at www.
bikeandbadge.org or www.backstoppers.org.

The ride started from Dave Mungenast’s St Louis
Honda. with a police escort to St Genevieve. While
I have been on escorted rides before, this is the first
time I was ever aware of a helicopter escort at the
beginning of the ride. The ride ended at the Lion’s
Club in St Genevieve with a very welcome reception
with great food, cold drinks and music by the Bonfire
Band.
This year was the fourth Bike & Badge Ride. When the

For more pictures from this and other events, visit the
photo section at www.thebikinglife.com.
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For more pictures from this and other events,
visit the photo section at www.thebikinglife.com.

Sam Wells Tribute Ride
By John Skala
On Sunday October 26, a large group of ABATE
brothers and friends turned out in Moscow Mills
for a fund raiser and tribute ride for Sam Wells.
Sam lost his life in a motorcycle crash when an
ambulance made a U-turn in front of him. The
group gathered in the strip mall that is home to
ride supporters, Chariots of Fire and Tattooed
Lady. They rode as a group through the back
roads to Kingdom City.

You may think that all there is to the
Biking Life is this fine magaine But you
would be wrong. There is also a fantastic website with more stuff and of
course our world famous dvds. We
invite you to visit often to see what is
going on and to click on those links.

After a delicious BBQ lunch at Panhead Billy’s it
was back to Tattooed Lady for music and more
great food.

Sunday & Tuesday Are Bucket
Days 5 Long Necks For $7
Come Try Our Hot Wings
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Bike Show Fights Hunger
By Pat Wilson
Saturday my family and I had the pleasure of attending the
1st Annual Motorcycle/ Hot Rod Show and Chili Cook Off
at No Jacks Bar & Grill in Smithton, IL. I didn’t make it
Sunday for the car show, but you know I was there Saturday
for the bikes. First let me introduce myself. My name is
Pat and this is my first show for Jim and the magazine. I
hope to do this more often because I had a blast! Junior
thanks for the good time! You know how to put together a
good party. I also appreciated the fact that though this was
a party, it was a party with a purpose. Junior and his staff
used this event as a way to get donations for the local food
pantry. During times like this these pantries are stressed
and they need our help. These fine folks recognized this
and did something about it.

S&S Custom. He took it well he is a nice guy.
First Place went to David Wright’s ‘06 Fat Boy with custom
flames, 2nd Place went to Randy Trentman’s Ridgeback
Big Dog Chopper, and 3rd Place went to Tom Camm’s ‘06
Softail with Springer front-end. This bike has an excellent
skull theme going on. Sadly Tom had to go, so he missed
the winner’s pictures. 4th Place went to Bob Cox’s 113ci
S&S Custom which he has raked and extended. And 5th
Place went to Fergie’s Flamed out Harley. (Hey Fergie,
was your wife pissed over the burn outs? WITH YOUR
BRAND NEW TIRE!!!) Special thanks to the Smithton
Fire Department and all the other contestants in the chili
cook off the finals were Sunday the 21st during the hot
rod car show. Also big shout out to American Performance
Motorcycle Co. for helping put on the show. I would like
to thank Joker for his running commentary, by the way
who gave Joker a megaphone!!! Junior and his staff for
having us, and treating us so well, (Junior I’ll be back
soon). Hope you all enjoy this and tell Jim that my wife
said that I’d like to do the show November 9th at Belle
Clair. My wife says it so it must be true.
Be Careful and Have Fun...

Saturday started out rainy and cool and I wondered about
going, but we got a break and the weather changed and it
turned out to be a beautiful day. Only 13 bikes entered the
contest but they were all well qualified for it. Proof that
it is more about quality than it is about quantity. There
was everything from American Iron Horse to Big Dog
Choppers and what everyone was teasing our 4th place
winner Bob Cox, about the only non-Harley entry, a 113ci
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Holiday Gift Guide for Bikers
By Staff
No matter which holiday you celebrate during this time of
the year, The Biking Life is here with some suggestions for
the biker on your gift list. You can also use this as a way to
send suggestions to others that might be buying a gift for
you. Just circle or highlight the items you are interested in
and leave it in a conspicuous place.
In addition to our regular advertisers, we have a special
section of gift ideas following this article. If you are not
sure of the specific size, model or color they may want,
most places offer gift certificates or gift cards. If you do
decide on a gift card, make sure you understand their time
limits and any additional costs that might be charged. Also
consider the stability of the company issuing the card.
If they should happen to file for bankruptcy, any unused
cards may become worthless. For a large number of items,
you don’t need to be limited to the shops that sell the same
brand of bike as the biker on your list. Many of the bike
shops in the area carry clothing and accessories that will
work with any brand of bike.
We have also asked our staff members for their personal
recommendations to give you some further ideas and here is
what they had to say. Killer suggests motorcycle DVDs like
“Flat Out: The Rollie Free Story”. Jennifer’s suggestions
are for some very practical roadside emergency items like
a SureFire flashlights or a first aid kit. Rich suggests your
biker can ride in comfort in cooler weather with electric
heated riding apparel or a Battery Tender to help keep the
battery up through the winter. He suggests you start with
heated gloves if you are getting one piece at a time. Just
make sure you plan to get compatible pieces if you buy
it a piece at a time. Of course Jim says a subscription to
The Biking Life would fit anyone on your list and is fully
compatible. Joy on the other hand, recommends biker
rain chaps as a handy item for any biker and they takes
up very little space. Dave recommends a throttle rocker to
help relieve the hand fatigue on longer rides. Dave’s wife
Kelly reminds us not to forget skin care when out riding
in the open weather and staying hydrated. Mary Kay and
others make a line of items for men so they don’t have to
worry about wearing some perfume smelling lotion while
saving their complexion. A CamelBak or similar hydration
system will help them carry water they can drink as the
ride down the road. Monty and his wife Beth suggest
electronics like a GPS, MP3 player or cruise control to
make the ride more enjoyable. John says there isn’t a better
way to show your concern for the biker on your list than
to consider a motorcycle safety course. There are beginner
and experienced rider courses given by local community

colleges and parks departments in St Louis and St Charles.
If you think the biker on your list already has everything or
you are not sure that what they might like, Fuzzy suggests
donating to one of the local food pantries or shelters in their
name. That is one idea that can really make the holidays
better for more that just the person on your list.
As always, we suggest that you support the advertisers that
support the magazine. It is only through their support that
we are able to keep the magazine “still a freebie”. And let
them know you saw it here in The Biking Life.

The Biking Life Holiday Gift Buying
Guide For Motorcyclists
Advertisers Listing
Doc’s Harley Davidson
930 Kirkwood Rd.
St. Lousi, MO
1-866-333-DOCS
www.docsharleydavidson.com
Alton Brown
Available at local book stores or online at Food
Network www.foodnetwork.com
www.altonbrown.com
Cardo Systems, Inc
Available at local bike shopss
100 High Tower Blvd.
Pittsburgh, PA 15205
(800) 488-0363
www.cardosystems.com
Wheels Through Time
62 Vintage Lane
Maggie Valley , NC 28751 (828) 926-6266
www.wheelsthroughtime.com

The Biking Life

PO Box 448
Troy, IL 62294
www.thebikinglife.com
Gateway Harley-Davidson
3600 Lemay Ferry RD
St. Louis, MO 63125
(314) 845-9900
www.gatewayhd.com

The Biking Life Holiday Gift Buying Guide For Motorcyclists
Each Gift Box is 2 3/8 inches
wide by 3 inches tall .
The standard picture size is 2 1/8
inches wide by inches tall by 1 ¾
inches tall 636 x 525 pixels
This allows for 7 lines of 10 pt
text below the item to describe
the item and list your store name.

Here is a gift idea any biker
would love the 2007 The
Biking Life DVD. Now
only $5 plus $3 S & H

A store directory in each issue
will list all stores with their
complete address, phone and
web site URL

SCALA RIDER Headsets with
Bluetooth connectivity for Bike-to-Bike
intercom, Rider to Passenger, mobile
phone and GPS voice instruction
communications. Available at local
bike shops or online retailers..
Cardo Systems, Inc.

A companion to the six-part Food
Network series airing in fall 2007,
Feasting on Asphalt: The River Run is
a travel diary and photo journal of the
motorcycle adventure, and, of course,
cookbook by Alton Brown.
Alton Brown

Visit the Wheels Through Time
Museum for apparel, DVD’s and other
great items for the vintage motorcycle
enthusiast on your gift list, online at.
www.wheelsthroughtime.com.
Wheels Through Time

The Gift Guide will run in both
the November and December
issues. You can be in either one
or both.

Another great idea and this
way you don’t miss an issue
of the magazine is a
subscription only $25

Is that old purse getting to look
a little ragged. Then perhaps you
should check out the fine selection
of bags and other accessories
available every day at Gateway
Harley Davidson. There are new
items coming in daily but the hot
one’sgo fast so visit us often.

Rates :
1 – 3 boxes $95 each box
4 - 6 boxes $85 each box
7 + boxes $75 per box
Number of boxes will be
combined in both issues for
discounted rates.
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Weekly Events

Tuesday Bike Night the Third Tuesday of the Month - at
Down on the Corner n Hwy 96 in Marcelline, IL
Tuesday Two Wheel Tuesday - at N0-Jacks on IL 159 in
Smithton, IL
Wednesday Bike Night - at Double Ds Hangout 9853 S
Broadway St Louis this is a fun group
Wednesday CTs Night Bike Ride - Call Paul at Dave
Mungenast Motorsports for info
Thursdays STUNNA Thursdays - At Paradise 1, 615
Missouri St East St Louis, IL (618) 482-5578 DJ
Thursdays Bike Night at Bikers Corner- at 1924 N
Vandeventer Ave in St Louis, MO
Thursdays Bike Night at Chuck-A-Burger St Charles 3150 Elm Pointe Industrial Dr., St Charles, MO 63301
Thursdays Hardriders - call their hotline (314) 340-2000 for
info
Thursdays Bike Night at Geos Wings and More - on West
Main in Belleville, IL from 6:30 to 10
Friday Bike Night - at Fatboys in DeSoto, MO

Want to find out what jim thinks about
stuff throughout the month then read
his blog and you can make your opinions known to the blog is available at
www.thebikinglife.com

December
6th Teds Motorcycle World Christmas Open House - at Teds
on Humboldt St in Alton, IL
6th ABATE Christmas Party - at see flyer
6th Christmas Open House - at Frieze Harley Davidson o
Greenmount Rd in OFallon, IL
7th The Biking Life Christmas Party and Bake Sale for the
Jefferson County Rescue Mission - at Fatboys in De Soto,
MO from 1:30 to 6 this is the original
13th Docs Customer Appreciation Day - at Docs Harley
Davidson 930 S Kirkwood St Louis, MO
13th Mr and Mrs Santa Are Coming - to Legacy Harley
Davidson in Effingham, IL
13th Bush Pilots Christmas Party - at the clubhouse at
Central and Union in Alton, IL
20th Chariots of Fire Customer Appreciation Day - at the
shop in Moscow Mills, MO
20th Vietnam Vets MC Christmas Toy and Food Drive - at
the their clubhouse 3223 Oseola St Louis, MO from 11 to 4 PM
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The Way It is -Are You a Golfer?
By Robert Barnhill
I fastened the last hook on the cargo net that intertwined
with the next, and
the next. A drunken
spider’s web holding
everything my mind
thought would be
needed when I left
for Sturgis. Now
discovering my needs
were not as elaborate
as my mind thought, I
carried far more than
was needed, even if I
had planned to camp.
Turning on the ignition switch I brought the bike to
life. Allowing the engine oil to warm, my boot dropped
the shifter into low gear. Slowly I rode the gravel path
leading to the county road, and into the traffic of the
North Georgia Mountains. As I headed out, my lungs
taking in the brisk mountain air, enjoying a bright
sunny morning something we all live for.

rush on a journey to nowhere.
Weeks went by, I searched for those chaps. The
search proved fruitless I found many things but no
chaps. I was sure they were unloaded, but the search
of the house proved me wrong. As luck would have it,
a friend needed a gift for her friend, and I had just the
vest she wanted. Friday was the day we chose to do
the exchange, as the weather man didn’t have much to
offer for the following week. She had the size chaps I
wore, still with the tags, and I had the vest to trade.
Knowing the cold of winter was just a few weeks
away, killing a little time here wouldn’t be a problem.
I wanted to find a couple of pawn shops, and then
maybe a diner to grab a burger. But truth be told I
was just killing time waiting for three o’clock to roll
around.
.
As I entered a pawn shop, I noticed a “going out of
business” sign. I found a cordless drill still in the box
for five bucks, and in the corner stood a full set of
quality golf clubs. The set was complete, and almost
new. For some odd reason I stored that information.

Leaving the five bucks, I rode across the highway to
Wearing my chaps had been a toss of the coin. My find the burger I had promised myself. Now carrying
decision had been a wise choice, as I crossed into the burger, fries and drink, I found a bright sunny seat.
Tennessee and searched the highway markers for I- Picking up a fry, a man asked “is that bike yours?”
24, and my route back to St Louis. Mid-morning had I nodded a yes. There standing in front of me, was
past as I neared the outskirts of Nashville, as I stopped a gentleman wearing a Milwaukee pride cap. Next
to him, was his wife who gave the appearance of
for fuel before continuing my journey.
knowing the rules of bridge, with the object to win.
I had left the mountains, and now I began to feel the
heat rising off the Tennessee roads. Riding alone I was “I’ve got a 2004 Low Rider, that’s a Dyna, you know.
nearing the five hundred mile mark of my ride. The I must have twenty five hundred miles on it now, but
late August heat was taking a toll, so I stopped for a your bike looks..... different”. I explained it was an
while, checked the spider’s web and found everything FXR. That’s when I noticed a confused look, as he
intact. Unzipping the sides of my chaps, they fell to said, “is that an 883 or what they call a 1200?”
the ground. Picking them up, I searched for a place to I smiled, and thought to myself, should I tell him
stow them, again the web would serve its purpose. So about a great buy on a nice set of golf clubs?”
I tucked them under a few strands of the burgeoning
web.

If you want to find the latest news

I finished fueling, downed my Red Bull, brought read Jim’s Blog at our website:
my engine to life, lifted the kickstand, and I headed
down the highway. I had to throttle hard to gain the www.thebikinglife.com visit often we
advantage on the traffic. Everyone seemed to be in a

are evolving and current kind of.
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An Inkling

This Tattoo belongs to Laura Collier of New
Baden, IL. The Japanese Dragon symbolizes
good luck and leadership. Some believe Dragons
also provide Power and Protection. The Blue
Dragon represents the East and relates to the
coming Spring (her favorite season). She had a
sunburst placed beneath the Dragon which also
relates to the East.(She loves sunrises). There is
a Conji in the center for Tranquility (Her favorite
mood :>) This Tattoo is courtesy of Donnie at
Inkwell Tattoos in Fairview Heights, IL (Her
Favorite Tattoo Artist :>)

If you think your tattoo bellongs here
then send us a pic plus some text especially who did it to tats@thebikinglife.com

The Biking Life is always looking for
good salespeople and writers. You
get to meet the best people bikers
and have a lot of fun. We are the
number one publication in the region. If this Sounds like you please
give me (jim) a call (314) 322 - 7883
and lets grow together
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