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Cover:This man is Santa and he was at the 
Annual ParklandToy Run where our very own 
Rocker Votrain, who has been kind of naughty this 
year caught up with him for this photo. Thanks Rock-
er and I hope you all have been good r naughty.
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Letter From The Publisher
By Jim Furey

Holy cow it is already 
December and almost time 
to hang up that new calendar. 
I know for many this has 
been a trying year. I know 
that I have attended to many 
funerals and memorials. 
Some for those who passed 
serving the nation, some who passed by following 
their passion to ride and some injury or illness caught 
up with. To all of you who lost someone you have my 
condolences.

I also know that this has been a rough year for many 
businesses. While talking heads may tell us that 
things are getting better just look around and you will 
see differently. I was out on Thanksgiving evening / 
Black Friday and while there was some initial buzz 
it soon slowed down. I have had friends tell me that 
this was the easiest Black Friday ever. What they did 
not realize they were telling me is that this was one 
of the toughest ones for their employers. I was out 
on Saturday and the exit for ILL 159 by the mall was 
running smoothly. That is not common especially this 
time of year.

This is the season to share with family and friends, 
so I hope you have lots of time to do that. I spent 
Thanksgiving visiting with my family and it was very 
nice. I hope to see many of my friends throughout the 
season. We at The Biking Life have always strived 
to help others. This year has been no different. We 
are holding two Christmas parties this year to help 
those less fortunate. Actually they are food and toy 
drive events. The first will be on Sunday December 
4th and will be held at the White Mule. The second 
will be December 18th at Geo’s Wings and More in 
Belleville, IL. During these trying times please come 
out and help us help those who need it.

That said while you are out or out shopping please 
patronize our or our former advertisers. Many of them 
are also experiencing tough times and they would 
truly appreciate your business. If you do this I would 
be thankful if you would tell them you saw their ad 

here or I told you about them. 

This has been another busy year for us at The Biking 
Life. We have been to a ton of events and though 
you haven’t read about yours yet. I promise you we 
have plenty of stories to last us through the upcoming 
colder months. We have seen a lot of friends this year 
and made many new ones. I thank all of you for your 
continued support of the magazine and ask you to 
continue to tell business owners which local magazine 
is your favorite. 

We held several swap meets this year and all were 
successful. Our year started in Hannibal last January 
and though we got a lot of snow, we also got a lot of 
intrepid souls who braved that snow storm to shop 
with our vendors. I left that event for a little while 
and from the traffic I saw elsewhere I was amazed at 
how many showed up at our vent. The April event at 
the Loading Dock was off the charts. In July we tried 
our first ever two day event, which was successful yet 
blistering.

The fall saw us hold our last event of the year at the 
Loading Dock and once again we had a nice event. 
We continue to get more and more vendors who want 
to attend our events. We have our Hannibal event 
scheduled for January 22 and we are looking forward 
to it.

I thank all of you for taking the time to read this and 
your continued support. I hope you get to spend the 
upcoming holidays with your family and friends. I 
also ask you to take a minute out and think of those 
who cannot spend the holidays with their families 
especially our service members. I also thank you for 
allowing us to be a part of your biking life.
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Apparel, Parts, Service 
Full Time Mechanic on Duty

Hours: Mon - Fri 10:30 - 7:00
Saturday 10:30 - 3:00

4274 Hwy 162
Pontoon Beach, IL
(618) 797-5477

See us for all your 
motorcycle needs

 We Have SOA Gear

   * JACKETS & CHAPS         * STUDS/SPIKES/CONCHOS
    * VIP CARD DISCOUNTS      * VESTS & ACCESSORIES 
    * 60 DAY LAYAWAY                * GIFT CERTIFICATES
    * DEALS ON CUSTOM SEAT WORK THRU DECEMBER

* 30% OFF ALL SUMMER STOCK

Festus HOG Benefit December 5 
Open Christmas Eve and Christmas at 4 PM

December 23  22nd Annual Christmas Jam 1:00 pm till  close 
New Year’s Eve $30.00 per couple, food, music by Crazy White Boys 

and  Champagne 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from the “Mule”



Hard Tail Humor

A cop stops a Harley for traveling faster than the 
posted speed limit, so he asks the biker his name.

‘Fred,’ he replies.
‘Fred what?’ the officer asks.
‘Just Fred,’ the man responds.
The officer is in a good mood and thinks he might 
just give the biker a break and, write him out a 
warning instead of a ticket. The officer then press-
es him for the last name.
The man tells him that he used to have a last name 
but lost it. The officer thinks that he has a nut case 
on his hands but plays along with it. ‘Tell me, Fred, 
how did you lose your last name?’
The biker replies, ‘It’s a long story, so stay with 
me.’ I was born Fred Johnson. I studied hard and 
got good grades. 
When I got older, I realized that I wanted to be a 
doctor. I went through college, medical school, in-
ternship, residency, and finally got my degree, so I 
was Fred Johnson, MD. After a while I got bored 
being a doctor, so I decided to go back to school.
Dentistry was my dream! Got all the way through 
School, got my degree, so then I was Fred Johnson, 
MD, DDS. 
Got bored doing dentistry, so I started fooling 
around with my assistant and she gave me VD, so 
now I was Fred Johnson, MD, DDS, with VD. 
Well, the ADA found out about the VD, so they 
took away my DDS. 
Then I was Fred Johnson, MD, with VD. Then the 
AMA found out about the ADA taking away my 
DDS because of the VD, so they took away my MD 
leaving me as Fred Johnson with VD.
Then the VD took away my Johnson, so now I am 
Just Fred.’

The officer walked away in tears, laughing.

We invite you to like us on Facebook 

or you can follow Jim on Twitter where 

his handle is tbldude. Check out our 

website as well where this is even 

more information of interest to the 

motorcycle riding community.
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Here is a gift idea any biker 
would love the 2007 The 
Biking Life DVD. Now 
only $5 plus $3 S & H

Another great idea and this 
way you don’t miss an issue 

of the magazine is a 
subscription only $25 

2101 US HWY 67 South
Festus, MO

636-937-TATS
10% off ink in Nov. and Dec

4315 Hwy 67
Suite 6

Farmington, MO

(573) 218 - 9552

Incense, Body Jewelry,
Posters, Stickers, Pins and

Patches, Clothing

sweetleafemporium.com



Ownership

I remember the day Kathy and I bought the Harley from 
Doc’s Harley Davidson.  We sat in the office and filled out 
the paper work.  Dave made sure all that the names on the 
papers were correct.  I was so proud to see our names on 
the title knowing that it meant that the bike belonged to us.  
After sixty payments the clear title came in the mail. The 
bank had released the lien on the title.  The bike title stated 
James and Kathy Waters were now the owners.

For us, in this world, we have to put our names on things 
so we don’t lose them. We put our names on our luggage, 
on our pet collars, on our backpacks, and in our Bibles. I 
even have a “page” button on my cordless phone so it can 
beep when I lose the phone in my house. I’ve also been 
known to lose my keys, my driver’s license, my cell phone 
and my wallet. (Scary!) Thankfully, God doesn’t have the 
same problem with losing things. He doesn’t need to put 
His name on anything. What’s His is His forever.

If you have placed your faith in Jesus Christ, take comfort 
in the fact that you can never be lost and that you are never 
out of God’s sight. There might be times when you feel 
invisible - times when you feel lost - times when you 
stubbornly choose your ways over His - or times when 
you feel alone, but the Bible tells us that your name is 
engraved on the palms of God’s hands, and that nothing 
can separate you from God’s love or snatch you from His 
hand.  Nothing!

“I’m absolutely convinced that nothing-nothing living 
or dead, angelic or demonic, today or tomorrow, high or 
low, thinkable or unthinkable-absolutely nothing can get 
between us and God’s love because of the way that Jesus 
our Master has embraced us.” Romans 8:38-39, MSG

“My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they 
follow me. I give them eternal life, and they will never 

perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand. My 
Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, and 
no one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand.” 
John 10:27-29, ESV

“All whom My Father gives (entrusts) to Me will come to 
Me; and the one who comes to Me I will most certainly 
not cast out [I will never, no never, reject one of them who 
comes to Me].” John 6:37, AMP

God knows your name. He knows where you live. He’s got 
your number. You’re never lost. Praise Him!

Please pray with me:  Heavenly Father, Thank you for 
engraving my name on the palms of your hands. Please 
help me to remember the way home when I get lost, 
distracted or confused. “Because Your love is better than 
life, and my lips will glorify you!” (Psalm 63:3, NIV)  
In Jesus’ Name,  
Amen

If you prayed this prayer, you need to contact us or another 
Christian friend.  You can call me at 314-434-2282 or e-mail 
me at h2osjk@att.net; or you can contact the CMA Missouri 
State Coordinator, Ray (Linda) Ward, wardscma@yahoo.
com, 636-274-0998 or the CMA Illinois State Coordinator 
who is Don (Vicky) Brown, 217-629-8938, vdBrown77@
aol.com. 

Jim & Kathy Waters
Good News Riders
Christian Motorcyclists Association
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FatBoy’s Saloon 
301 E. Main St. Desoto Mo

636-586-9339

Great Food and good times

come party at fatboys Now booking holiday parties 
Dec. 10 th Justus Country Band                                                                                  

Dec.24 th Christmas Eve closed at 5:00pm  
closed Christmas Day                                                                    
Happy New Year with 

The Happy HandgrenadesFri. Dec.31             
Still the coldest beer & biggest shrimp this side of the river   

bands or dj every weekend.
Leave Your Mark on the Dollar Wall 

Happy Holidays from Fatboys Saloon Desoto Mo               
Check us out on the web at www.fatboys-saloon.com



Things that go Bump in the night
By Rocker

By the time your reading this it will be 
December and I should be riding by then 
anyway. By the way I hope everyone has a 
MERRY Christmas and a VERY happy and 
prosperous New Year. I will be riding again 
when most people have put their bikes up 
for the season. When it’s cold and there 
is snow next to the roads we, The Patriot 
Guard Riders, will be out there doing what 
we do best...

But right now it’s the day before Halloween... 
Bellz and I do our bit ghost hunting and we 
have been fortunate enough to have caught 
a couple things with my camera. It’s kind 
of exciting to look at your pictures and 
discover something not in your eye sight. I 
double tap my camera a lot. That is I take 2 
or more pics one right after the other just as 
fast as the camera can fire at the very same 
object or area with out moving. Surprising 
what you sometimes get.

Sometimes as anyone who writes for a 
publication knows, it’s hard to continually 
come up with readable ideas when you have 

not been in the thick of things for a while. 
I have missed missions and not followed 
up as I should with the folks I ride with as 
to how the missions went. My bad. Soon (I 
hope) I will be back into the thick of things 
and be flooding the magazine with articles 
and pictures of missions again. Thank you 
for reading me and I hope to do better next 
year. I also hope you don’t mind my rants 
and the topics I believe in. Someone has 
to speak up and get folks motivated and 
somehow I feel that task has fallen on me. 
That is why I have been asking questions 
and hoping to get answers. You can reply 
to any article I write by sending e-mail 
to Rocker571@gmail.com let me know what 
the topic and I will respond to you. Let me 
know your feelings on anything.

In response to the Political rant A.S From 
Wyoming (yes we have a reader in Wyoming) 
wrote: Needless to say, you and I are totally 
in sync politically! God help us if we happen 
to get enough dumbass ignorant pukes 
to re-elect this Post Turtle in 2012.....we 
won’t last another four years......hell, we’ll 
be lucky if THIS term doesn’t totally sink 
the country! As far as the drug thing goes, 
today I totally agree! Years ago, as you well 
know, I wouldn’t have given an iota, but 
things change. I’m just glad you and I lived 
through the stupidity to be able to look 
back on it today! Thanks for sharing this 
buddy and we’ll be chatting with ya soon 
my friend

And in response to the Gay brother or sister 
question I received this:
Dear Rocker,

I read your article in which you posed the 
question “What would you do or how would you 
feel if you found out one of your biker brothers or 
sisters was gay?” As a gay male biker, I thank you 
for raising this question and opening the topic up for 
discussion. As an independent thinker and adult, I 
respect everyone’s opinion and their rights. I know 
that sexual preference is a subject that makes some 
people feel uneasy. I just want the readers to know 

continued on page 12 
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A Social Network for Bikers and Businesses



continued on page 14 

that every gay man is not “looking” at them with 
desire. I myself have a life partner and I just like 
motorcycling. I’m not looking for anything other than 
friendship and to be a part of something much larger 
than myself. My sexuality is a very small part of my 
life, yet, it’s something I won’t regret or dismiss. 
Thank you again for your thoughts on this matter. 
Friendship is priceless regardless of who your friends 
are. Please feel free to use this in your print.
Banjo

So … Here is the thing I have ridden with 
“Banjo” for a couple of years down here and 
for the life of me I cannot think of a bad 
thing to say about him. He has stood side 
by side with me during some of the worst 
of times. Like winter rains, snows and 
summer heat so hot it was buckling the 
concrete highways. I have seen him ride a 
250cc motorcycle (what he was riding when 
I first met him) From Farmington, Mo to St. 
Genevieve, Mo then on to Cape Girardeau, 
Mo to meet the plane bringing home a body 
of a fallen soldier. Then back with a wind 
chill of 22 below zero... So he is NOT a sissy 
boy. He is a true friend to his friends and 

someone we depend on. I hope all of you are 
so lucky as to have friends like this... Pretty 
brave of him to come out like this...

So again I ask what would you do if you 
found out a Brother or Sister was gay? 
Would you shun them like they had the 
plague or accept them as the same people 
they have always been?

In response to my war on drugs:
Rocker - 
I just wanted to take a moment to thank 
you for the courage to write your article. I 
loved your stance and your railing against 
drugs. Several members of our club are 
DEA and local law enforcement and can 
vouch for the horrors of drug addiction. 
Ride safe 
Bull 
Gunners LE/MC 
VP - St. Charles Chapter.

Thank you Bull. Someone has to stand up 
for the cause or we might not have a future. 
Our children are that future and I hope they 
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get to take over the spot of leadership with 
out the veil of drugs.
 
Recently the Remembering Our Fallen 
Of Missouri Mobile Wall came to Potosi. 
Area Patriot Guard escorted the Pickup 
transporting the wall into town. There are 
8 sections with pictures of Missouri’s fallen 
soldiers. Each picture has their names, age 
and home towns. This memorial is dedicated 
to the “Memory Of The Men And Women 
Who Have Died In The War On Terror” And 
thus completed their final missions in Iraq 
and Afghanistan. I personally recognized 
several names I helped to escort to their 
final resting places. Here is a website (www.
rememberingourfallen.org.) There is a 
schedule of appearances and information. 
All I can say is this memorial is very, very 
moving and everyone should take the time 
and make the effort to see it.

It’s getting colder now. The leaves were 
beautiful and my thoughts go to the men 
and women, boys and girls who are dying 
senselessly from doing dope. I have said 
it thousands of times. I wasn’t always 
an angel. I did things I am not proud of 
today. But then I woke up. I realized I was 
influencing my children and the children of 
friends. I didn’t ever want to go to a funeral 
of a child I knew. But in reality I have. To 
stand there hopelessly watching the pain my 
friends were going through. Because their 
son or daughter overdosed.... I am telling 
you, YOU NEVER want to go there...You 
feel mad and helpless... A horrible feeling... 

but not as horrible as the parents of this 
child are feeling... Help us put an end to 
this senselessness... As I have said before, 
either be part of the solution or you are a 
part of the problem and that means the next 
overdose, the next death could be your son 
or your daughter or someone else you know 
and love..

On a more positive note Bellz and I attended 
this years Parkland Toy run and again the 
out pouring of the motorcycle community 
was awesome. Braving a cold wet and steady 
wind about 80 bikes and riders came out to 
participate in the 18th annual toy run and 
food drive. It’s nice to see folks you don’t 
always get to see in your everyday life. Like 
Killer Miller and his lovely wife. After winding 
through the Parkland area we came to rest 
at the Desloge Elks Lodge.. Where we were 
met with a huge smile and some delicious 
chili and grilled hot dogs. Thank you to the 
Corvette club all the local Fire and Police for 
making this a safe and fun ride as always!! 

I suppose I will close now.. Merry Christmas, 
Happy Yule tidings and Happy New Year to 
all and too all a good night...

Closing... Ride safe Ride free.. See ya next 
year!!!
Rocker and Bellz
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Hottest Bartenders
Coldest Beer

Best Food Out Of Town
67 Bar and Grill

2105 US Hwy 67
Festus, Mo (636) 937 - 0067

Karaoke tuesday, friday and saturday
Join Us for Crazy crissy and donna totally 

twisted tuesday lady’s night
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HOG DOC Benefit
Craig Davis
AKA SANDMAN

 Beth and Joe Jones would like to thank everyone in 
attendance at the Hog Doc benefit at the Granite City 
Moose Lodge. A good time was had by all and these 
pics give testament! Now the REAL work starts…. 
Putting your lives and shop back together, GET 
BUSY! I got pics of you guys here partyin instead of 
workin!

It was a resounding success and if you didn’t attend….. 
ya missed it!

There was plenty of food and the drinks flowed freely, 
GREAT bartenders there and thanks for the buzz. 
Steel City played some great rock n roll classics and 
the field events were a hoot! Thanks for the pudding 
shots ladies, they were mmmm mmmm good and 
packed a little wallop (how da hell ya supposed to 
get that stuff out of those itty bitty cups… and i’m 
even good at    uh hmmm uhhhhhhhhhh       well …. 
NEVER MIND)!

 I want to personally thank all that came to our spot to 
meet my cousin Bill Davis, he was a little apprehensive 
before he got there but was determined to fulfill his 
word, as always he did! All of the people that had him 
sign were very respectful and most told him it was 
an honor to meet him, GREAT PEOPLE! And Joe, it 
meant a lot when you told him it was an honor he was 
there, you have friends that care buddy and you will 
probably get some more of my cash in the future!

Bill has never sought publicity for inventing the 
SOFTAIL but has done many signings in the past, 
some at Sturgis so this was a rare opportunity to 
meet a Harley legend! BUY THE BOOKS and 
learn! Those signed books and pics are now valuable 
Harley memorabilia! I know I sound biased because 
I am… any of you who met him would agree he is 
EVERYTHING I described in last months issue.

 One comment Bill made was that he was disappointed 
in seeing some of the SOFTAIL swingarms that were 
chrome plated, he said that it takes away from the 
design intent of looking like a one unit hardtail frame 
that he worked so hard to create, being a chrome 
guy myself (on the 8th day god created CHROME) 
I looked at one and agreed, it DOES take the effect 
away. Goes to show, sometimes there can be TOO 
MUCH chrome…. “did I just say that”????? Am I 
rethinking my use of too much chrome on my own 
bike??? YES! He LOVED the Harleys and I think he 
enjoyed meeting everyone!

To the gorgeous girl who gave us all 3 huge 
eyepopping flashes…… bless you and please contact 
me about our marriage plans, I may have to fight your 
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boyfriend but hell, worth it… HA! He was a great guy 
and it was all in fun!

The winners of the signed SOFTAIL street sign were 
the highlight, thanks to Gary and Mary, I will be 
looking forward to our ride this weekend! I have been 
told it is already proudly hanging in there living room, 
hell I wanted to buy it but really wanted someone that 
had never met Bill to get it! MORE great people!

Great pic’s, hats off to the photographers, Steve 
Sands and Terry Mason Shiny side up and knee’s in 
da breeze and all that bs

Craig Davis
AKA SANDMAN
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Continued on pg 24

Killer Plays With Matches
BY Killer Miller

As the leaves start to change, so does the riding season and 
for some it starts coming to an end. Of course no end to a 
riding season would be complete without a few send off 
events .The first of these being the Rat Run, this event did  
change locations this year from Jacks Ironhorse to Shady 
Jack’s. This is the largest one day event bike wise in the 
Midwest. 

This is one of those no BS runs that either you make it 
or you don’t and wished you did . As always in the past 
dang near every club around had reps there and a lot of 
independents showed up to and for the most part everyone 
jelled fine. The bands rocked, some cat on a sporty was 
doing stunt riding. The best thing about this run was the 
riding though, riding with my brothers like Fuzzy Fuji  
Reddawg and it was really cool to see Sidecar out on his 
Triumph chopper. Kind of harkens back to the day when 
the Rat Run was a new event, some 30 years ago.

It was great to see friends like Rose, Adam and Noid from 
Locall 24, were there also which was neat. All in all a 
another great Rat Run so mark it on the calendar for next 

year. Next on the list was the annual Killer and CFMA  big 
bonfire blowout(up) at the Killer, Joyce abode this year 
was above and beyond as the brush pile was extra big due 
to the storm that ravaged the neighborhood in the summer. 
Of course Joyce did a great job cooking and after dark 
once all the guest got restless Killer proclaimed himself 
the god of Hellfire and lit the match to a bunch of gas and 
diesel covered wood and it went boom.

I will let Joyce take it from here because I was kinda 
involved in the middle of it.  Well the night grew longer as 
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Christmas Party 
Sunday December 18

Geo’s Wing and More
4307 West Main Street

Belleville, IL
Everyone Needs a Christmas !!!

Wish List:
Food Donations and Toys

 

Live Auction

There will be a DJ All Day
Party 1 PM to 6 PM

Come Party With Us For a Great Cause: 

Local Food Pantry and Shelters

Look For Our Donation Barrel at
GEO’S Please Help US Help Others



did the flames and as they reached for the treeline that was 
being well manned by our friend Guzzi. You heard,  wait 
for it another, BOOM then somehow off in the distance 
there were another  set of lights as they approached closer 
all heads turned to see what they could be we all stood 
in wonderment as their lights got closer  everyone stood 
in amazement when all finally discovered that the  above 
mentioned lights were sitting atop a Hematite Fire Dept 
fire truck. Well maybe two or three  what the heck. Oh  
WOW before we knew it both county police and the whole 
fire dept were at our humble party.

All to tell Killer and crew and guest that well we were 
having way to much fun and as everyone stared in 
disbelief that they were going to haul him away. As they 
hauled Killer off in cuffs and his friends took up a collection 
to get him out of the pokey Guzzi pleading that he had it 
under control.  That is was all just an optical illusion.

Well ok let me fess up I may have played it up a bit ...ok 
FINE. But someone who didn’t get the memo may have 
called  the fire dept, they read the riot act but deservedly so 
and handed Killers some paper work on burning from the 

DNR. No one went to jail and thanks to Bobby Hipes ,who 
saw that we were very well prepared for the burn.

All was forgiven even though we had concerns about the 
weather and while our friend left with ashes on her car 
we had a blast in more ways than one, some even stayed 
for breakfast the next day. That’s one for the ages. . I 
would like to say that Volunter Fire Depts like Hematite 
do a great job risking their lives for the community for no 
money whatsoever even when that town is got dumbasses 
like me in it.

So thanks again to Bobby Hipes and all his crew for what 
you do you guys really are heroes. Now the only other 
thing left is the Saddletramps Halloween party that I have 
gone to for many years always as a guest. Once again this 
year it was a great time, the food was really good the beer 
ice cold and the band Tres Hombres really rocked the joint 
till almost dawn. Of course it was great to see my friends 
with the clubs like the host. The Statesmen, the Invaders, 
the Midwest Drifters, the Tribe of Judah. My old buddy 
Rick from the Road Saints was there and as always nice to 
see Rose.  Well this just about ends the riding and partying 
season so keep it up on two wheels have fun and go live 
life you only get one. Killer  so gone I was never here.

PS big thanks to all who attended the bonfire especially 
Evie for the pictures you see here, thanks again
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Geo’s Customer Appreciation Day
By Jim Furey

Earlier this year I wrote a story about Geo’s. In that 
piece I spoke of how the people that hang out here on 
their Thursday Bike Nights and then throughout the 
winter are like a family. Well that family got together 
in late October for their annual Customer Appreciation 
Day. This year once again it was huge hit, just like the 
bike nights.

This place gets all kinds of people, from the very 
young to the very old. They also get all kinds of bikers 
from those at the edge, to those whose organizational 
loyalty is based on Christianity or ethnic heritage. All 
are welcome here and all participate here. 

This was one of the best year’s ever for the bike nights. 
There were some new and different contests this year. 
Once a month we had a hot wing eating contest for 
prizes and I can tell you from personal experience 
those were some hot wings but it was fun. Also new 
for this year was the incorporation of a “Biker Idol” 
contest once a month. This went over surprising well 

and it is remarkable how many bikers think they can 
sing including myself. But there were some spirited 
contests and we thank all those who participated. 
A tip of the hat though goes to Cheesy for winning 
the hot wings finale and to Troy for being this year’s 
Biker Idol.

They are already cooking up new ideas for next year. 
This party though was a ton of fun. There were some 
vendors though the owners of this fine establishment do 
not think everything has to be a shopping opportunity. 
There was great music by Amberfade one of the top 
classic rock bands in the area. There was also some 
awesome mulligan stew our hosts served up for free.

I know many of you live in Missouri but next year 
don’t let that hold you back. You really owe it to 
yourself to come on a Thursdsay night enjoy some of 
the award winning wings Geo’s serves up. See what a 
bike night is really supposed to be like.
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Biker Biz Bits

I would like to take a minute to let all of you 
that long term supporter of The Biking Life 
magazine and the place that has the best 
deal on leathers around, Black Jack Leath-
ers has moved.

Their new location is 242 Fort Zumwalt 
Square O’Fallon Mo (just off of Veterans 
Memorial Parkway.)  They will also be open 
Sundays from 1 pm until 5 pm. They have 
some incredible deals for those who serve. 
Show your local club membership and re-
ceive 10% off your entire purchase. All first 
responders and military will receive 10% off 
their purchases.

We urge you to go and check out their new 
location for some great gift giving ideas dur-
ing the holidays.
Their new location is easy to get to and 
Dan,
Karen and their staff will go out of their way 
to insure you are well fitted and happy with 
your purchases.

Biker Biz Bits

While most of the time we devote this 
space to places that are undergoing posi-
tive changes. This time is a little different. 
This one is about one of the friendliest 
bars I have seen. The Sportsman Lounge 
in Flora, IL is the place. Jason and Chris 
did an excellent job of running a true biker 
friendly establishment. They knew how to 
do so because they themselves are bik-
ers, although Jason has a strange fasci-
nation with Sasquatches. Ask him about it 
some time.

Well unfortunately, because Jason is 
probably Irish or something, you will no 
longer be able to hit this joint on your way 
out east on Highway 50. I first met Jason 
when I was in town to talk to another busi-
ness owner. He asked why I did not take 
pictures of his bar and I explained the 
purpose of my visit. He said heck I’ll ad-
vertise and so he did from that day till the 
day he closed and the nice thing about 
Jason is he paid his bills, unlike the other 
business owner.

I am sure we will still see Jason and Chris 
they come and ride with us often and I 
know for a fact that he will now have more 
time to enjoy the things he likes, like rid-
ing his motorcycle. I wish Jason well in all 
his future endeavors and look forward to 
seeing him soon.

Vaya Con Dios my friend
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Bike and car painting
Automotive repairs

832 Bond ave             collinsville, il
(618) 223 - 1347

892 E Cherry Street
Troy, MO 63379
636-528-9999

www.cherrystreetgrill.com
 

Tuesday Night Bike Night
Half Price Appetizers 

and Domestic Beer Specials

Stop Here on your next run



As I Was Riding 
By Gary Orr

As I was riding recently I passed 
a spot... A spot that seemed to be 
made for two...

 I could easily imagine pulling 
off the road, going down the little 
path, to find the River’s edge... 
there to stretch our legs, you, my 
Lady Friend, and I, and perhaps have a smoke... we walk 
about, all the time hearing the tick-tick-tick of the cooling 
exhaust and seeing the flashes of light as the sun makes its 
way through the trees to flash off of the chrome...

 Spying a picnic table placed back amongst the trees we make 
our way over and sit with our backs to the table, enjoying the 
calm and peace that seemed inherent to the place, stretching 
our legs out before us, looking at the beauty of the river as it 
flows past...

Slowly the rustling of the leaves in the trees overhead 
replaces the sounds of the cooling bike exhaust, even as our 
perceptions change to notice the sun flashing on the ripples of 
the water over that of the artificial chrome...

 Closing our eyes for a moment we each tune in to the 
harmonies of nature, it is a perfect day, the warm sun, the 
gentle breeze, the perfect company...

My eyelids slowly slide open and I look over at you, as you 
enjoy the sheer bliss of this perfect moment... I find myself 
overwhelmed with the desire to kiss you, slowly, deeply, 
tenderly... It seems so natural to want to do so, a crime against 
nature not to... So I do...
 
As our lips touch there is no surprise in your reaction... It is as 
if you simply knew that it was the right moment for them to 
do so, and the doing of it merely fit within the harmony that 
surrounded us. At first they touch so softly that it feels as if 
the breeze blowing upon us had simply come to life.

As my hand slides along your face, fingers slipping ever 
backwards until they part your hair and I hold your head and 
neck gently but firmly, the pressure of the kiss mounts... your 
lips parting slightly... an endless moment later I draw away, 
sucking ever so softly on your lower lip as I do... afraid that I 
had overstepped our boundary as friends, but reveling in the 
sweet afterglow of having tasted those soft lips...
ut I find that your hand is on the back of my head as well, 
keeping me from pulling away... then drawing me back in for 
another... Thinking has instantly become a thing of the past... 
for both of us... as too has any concerns of where we are... we 
have become, in that instant, Lovers without concern except 

for the kiss, the touch, the experience of one another...

 As our lips touch yet again we feel as one with each other 
and with our surroundings... Still softly, yes... still tenderly, 
yes... but with a passion slowly growing from deep within 
each of us, each feeding from that of the other... As my 
passion grows, my ability to be satisfied with the sweet taste 
of your lips lessens... just in front of your left ear my parted 
lips make contact, closing softly into a kiss as I pull slightly 
away, repeating the kiss as I slowly travel down, down to 
your jaw line, then following it forward, softly sucking now 
as my lips come together...

You raise your chin, exposing the softness of your throat 
to my ever more passionate kisses... I follow the muscles 
downward, finding your collar bone... following that too... 
back toward your shoulder, then turning upward, softly 
sucking my way up the muscles at the back of your neck, as 
your face turns away from me to give me better access... just 
below your skull I find myself using my teeth as well... gently 
massaging with them as part of each kiss...

 As my kisses travel back down to the base of your neck it 
seems as if your shirt simply fades away... leaving my lips free 
to work along your shoulder... kissing, sucking, nibbling... As 
I revel in the tastes and textures of your body I realize a great 
pleasure emanating from my chest and realize that my shirt, 
too, has disappeared and your lips, your teeth, the tip of your 
tongue, are the cause of my pleasure...

 ...see the author for the full story at orrgjo@yahoo.com ...

 As our mutual gasps of pleasure escape...

 I remember...

This is just a fantasy...
 We’re not really there...

 It was just a spot that I saw along the road that made me think 
of you...
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Kountry Korners
5866 Floraville Rd.
Milstadt, IL 62260
(618) 476-1346

Biker Owned and Operated
A Great Place to Hang Out
Cold Beer and a Hot Staff

Make Us A Stop On Your Next Run



The Biking Life in Pictures
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Master Builder Paul Yaffe reads  ‘The Biking Life’ 
and you can be sure that you don’t miss an 

issue either by having it delivered directly to 
your home. Just send a check for $30 made out 

to Bi-State Biking LLC to insure you don’t miss a 
single quality issue, to the adress below:

Bi-State Biking LLC
PO Box 448

Troy, IL 62294
Please include the following information:

Name:__________________________________________________________

Address:_______________________________________________________

City:______________________________  St:_______ Zip:______________



Upcoming Events
Weekly Events

Tuesday Bike Night the Third Tuesday of 
the Month at Down on the Corner n Hwy 96 
in Marcelline, IL 
Wednesday Ryders Inn Bike Night at 
Ryders Inn in Highland, IL food and drink 
specials  
Wednesday Shannon’s Pub Bike Night at 
at Shannon’s i Tilden, IL 
Wednesdays Fallen Kings MC Bike Night 
at Mary Etta’s, 2902 Keokuk St Louis, MO 
Thursdays STUNNA Thursdays At 
Paradise 1, 615 Missouri St East St Louis, 
IL (618) 482-5578 DJ 
Thursdays Bike Night at Bikers Corner at 
1924 N Vandeventer Ave in St Louis, MO 
Thursdays Bike Night at Cousins 
Bar and Grill at 5301 Caseyville Ave in 
Washington Park, IL 
Thursdays Hardriders call their hotline 
(314) 340-2000 for info 
Thursdays Bike Night at Geos Wings and 
More on West Main in Belleville, IL from 
6:30 to 10 
Thursdays Crown Royals M/C Bikers 
Night Out Blues Alley 9053 Riverview St 
Louis 
Friday Bikes, Beers and Bonfires at 
Chasers on Dutch Hollow Rd. $1.50 Dom 
LN 
Saturday Scandalous Satrurday Bike 
Night at Fatboys in DeSoto, MO 

December
3 ABATE Christmas Party K of C Hall, 
Edwardsville, IL 7 to midnight 
3 Too Cold To Ride Dance at the American 
Legion Post in Elsberry, MO starts at 8 
4 The Biking Life Christmas Party and 
Bake Sale from 1:300 to 6 PM at the White 
Mule Saloon in DeSoto, MO this is a food 
and toy drive to benefit the Jefferson County 
Mission. 

10 Docs Customer Appreciation Day all 
day at the dealership in Kirkwood, MO 
17 Bush Pilot’s Christmas Party at their 
clubhouse in Alton, IL 
18 The Biking Life Christmas Party from 
1 to 6 PM at Geo’s Wings and More 4307 W 
Main st in belleville, IL this is a food and toy 
drive to benefit the local needy.

January
8 Snowball Run sign up from noon to 1:30 
at Rjs in Hartord, IL 
22 Midwest Motorcycle Swap Meet at 
the Admiral Coontz Rec Center on Warren 
Barrett in Hannibal, MO 

February

11 – 12  Wide Open Bike Show at the 
Family Arena in St Charles, MO 
25 Winter Barn Bash at the 100 MPH 
Clubhouse 
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Letters to the Editor
Jim,
 
I first must say that I have been a reader for many years, 
enjoyed every issue and just realized that I have not renewed 
my subscription.  That will be corrected shortly, but is not the 
reason for this letter.
 
In the October 2011 issue, your “Letter From The Publisher” 
referenced the “banking industry” and unjust service being 
given to their customers.  I agree that many wrongs are 
happening and bad business decisions were being made.  
Please do not include local community banks in this catch-all 
senerio.  I have worked for The First National Bank in Staunton 
for over 23 years and am 57 years old.  Our community bank 
has 10 locations  throughout Macoupin and Madison County.  
Our President has been with the Bank for close to 40 years 
and is also 57 years old.  Several other employees could 
retire but choose to work at our local bank because of our 
business beliefs and dedication to our customers.  Our Board 
of Directors is comprised of local individuals from various 
towns in our area.  I hope that says something very positive 
about our organization.  We pride ourselves on giving 
excellent service to our customers since 1934.  Our customers 
are considered to be family, neighbors and friends.  These 
are the  people that you see at the grocery store, church or at 
sporting events, etc. 
 
We did not accept any “TARP” money from the government.  
We, too, did not agree with this government program and 
disagree with many since.  We agree that change is due and 
all people need to contact their elected officials and voice 
their discontent with many decisions, uncontrolled spending 
and increasing regulatory burden on community banks.  To 
join us in this endeavor, please contact us and we will share 
our contacts and information with you.   
 
This brings me to my free additional information.  You stated 
that customers should move to “other banks or credit unions” 
if you are not satisfied with fees or services.  I agree that 
everyone has the right to bank where they choose and are 
owed the best service and services available.  My problem 
is with telling someone to move their accounts to credit 
unions.  The problem there is that originally the premis for 
credit unions was to serve their employees.  Thus, they were 
given a tax exempt status, freeing them from paying income 
taxes.  Today, if you breath, you can join a credit union.  
They are no longer limited to serving their employees and do 
not have the same regulatory oversights that banks endure.  
Banks have to pay income taxes just as you and I but at a 
rate of up to 38%.  That means for every dollar that a bank 
makes, 38 cents is paid in federal income tax.  Big deal?  It 
is when the credit unions income tax rate is   ZERO, NADA, 
ZIP, NOTHING.  The recent war against terrorism and all 
government operations are funded through taxes.  Want to 

guess who does not contribute to these operations?  The 
CREDIT UNIONS DO NOT PAY TO ANY GOVERNMENT 
PROGRAMS.
 
I now must get off my soap-box but invite anyone out there 
to call me if they are dissatified with their current banking 
relationship.  Our team can and will make your day.  If our 
bank is not your choice, then at least find your local community 
bank and talk to them. 
 
Thank you for listening to me; I just needed to add my two 
cents and add some free information.
 
My contact information is below:
First National Bank in Staunton
Rory C Makler
PO Box 59
Staunton, Il 62088

To Jim Furey; 
 
In regards to your October Letter From The Publisher, you 
state the banking industry made bad decisions and then went 
crying to Congress to bale them out.  You further state the 
banks want to charge more fees to access our money. 
 
You either are misinformed, uniformed or just ignoring the 
facts altogether. First, Congress, under President Clinton, 
amended the Reinvestment Act originally passed under 
President Carter, to make loans to people who were bad 
risks to start with, and the banks were not for it. Secondly, 
the reason the banks are charging a fee is because of the 
Dodd-Frank Wall Street financial reform bill. 
 
Signed into law in July 2010, the measure was intended 
to protect America from another financial meltdown, but 
in reality it placed a boatload of new burdens on financial 
institutions and their customers. The results? Increased risks 
to the financial system, increased regulations, and in this 
case, increased costs to anyone who uses a debit card. 
 
Under the Durbin Amendment--named for its backer 
Senator Dick Durbin (D-IL)--the federal government now 
limits the amount of money banks can charge merchants 
when you swipe your debit card, costing them an estimated 
$6.6 billion per year in revenue. Rather than recoup their 
costs from merchants, banks are looking to consumers to 
pay the bill. 
 
So lets place blame where it belong, with Congress. 
Jim

I thank you both for taking the time to write. I give all opinoions 
a chance to be aired as long as you do not call me a stupidhead 
or something. I do not claim to be right. I offer my opinions only 
to initiate thoughful discussion. Thanks again.
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An Inkling

The biking life the regions oldest and 

only independent biker magazine is 

constantly on the lookout for sales 

staff as well as those who would like 

to see their writing and photography 

featured in the magazineto find out 

more call jim @ 618-531-0432.

This tat can be seen if you are 

lucky on Mizz Nickie on it the artist 

is Chris Kelly. He lives in Nashville 

Illinois.  They have 20 plus hours 

in it between designing and doing 

the work.

The inspiration for the stars we will answer at lat-

er date lol.  Chris is an up and coming artist but 

dont have shop yet...Money or the lack of it is the 

cause lol... The artist has been doin it for 10 years 

taught himself  and he can probably help ya de-

sign something cool. His  number is 618 314 4427 

can call or text he would be happy to meet ya.
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