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Letter from the Editor

Swap Meet. Like they told us all in school so many years
ago, the actions of a few can cause hardships for all.

by Jim Furey
This month’s Letter is a collection of
my random thoughts regarding this
magazine’s past, present, and future.
We have often spoken about our
successes here and touted our strong
growth. This month, unfortunately, we
suffered a small setback. Our Biker
Beer Bash at Top Shooters in
Columbia, Illinois was not all that we hoped. Still, we did
get a chance to visit with the owners of the bar and met
the nice couple who came out to check it out and support
us. I think the problem was that there was not a really
good drawing card for the evening other than $1
longnecks. The staff at Top Shooters was great and we
will host another event there soon.
February’s main event will be the Schewe & Blake
Benefit on the 7th at the VFW in Wood River, Illinois.
This young couple were injured in a motorcycle accident
on October 12, and the benefit’s organizers hope to help
cover the costs of their hospitalization, rehabilitation, and
living expenses. Please come out and support this event
with all your generosity.
We are looking forward to our Bikes, Babes, and Beer
event at B & B Crehan’s the 28th of January. We have
some gifted builders and craftsman that will be
displaying their talents at this event. We are still
recruiting talent for the bikini contest, so this should be a
fun winter evening to come out, kick some tires, talk
about your rides, and meet some new and old friends.
The invasion of the B & G Swap Meet in Belleville on
January 4 by the several of 1%er clubs was troubling.
This is a very well attended event that a lot of people
bring their children to and that vendors like because of
the family atmosphere and general friendliness of the
crowd. Don’t get me wrong, everyone is welcome to
attend this event, but it is an event where the attitudes
should be left at home, and for the most part that is how
it has always been. There was a change this time, and I
think it does not bode well for the swap meet. Some
vendors’ booths were blocked by the members of various
clubs, just because of where they were located. If
attendees can’t get to the vendors’ booths, there is no
reason for the vendor to be there. No vendors, no swap
meet. Hopefully this will not happen again, otherwise I
believe there is a real danger of losing the Belleville

One of the first signs of the spring riding season, Bike
Week at Daytona Beach, Florida, starts at the end of the
month. Much like spring training to the baseball fan,
Bike Week is an event that starts many of us thinking
about the upcoming riding season and getting our rides
ready for the improving weather. We are not going to
Daytona this year (we’ll be covering some other events
instead), but if you are going and want to share a story
and some pictures with us, we would certainly consider
including it in the next issue.
We have several new advertisers this month: a real estate
agent (Cris Cravens), a roofing company (Parks
Construction), Class Act Tattoos and Piercing, and JMP
Cycle in Wood River. Stop in and see Joe at JMP and get
a great deal on a trailer or a bike (he doesn’t think he can
get a bike customer from us because of the models he
sells. Let’s prove him wrong...). We ask that you support
these and all our other advertisers; I cannot stress enough
that these are the people that make this magazine
possible. If we continue to show them value for their
money, we can continue to bring you the most current
event information in the area and add to your riding
experience. Thanks to all of our readers for your support
and we’ll be seeing you.

B & G Swap Meet
by Jim Furey
The first of B & G Promotions Swap Meets was held at
Belle-Clair Fairgrounds on Sunday Jan 4th. In addition to
B & G Promotions, Fog Hollow, Meyer Indian, Black
Jack Leather sponsored this event.

It was a great day to be indoors with all the rain that was
falling. This is a must see event there are many vendors
that come to this meet, selling anything from minichoppers, leather goods and t-shirts, stock and custom
motorcycles, all kinds of parts and accessories, jewelry
and this time there was also a booth in the back selling
golf clubs.
In addition to being a place where some great deals can
be had. This event also provides a great opportunity to
see some of your riding friends you may not have seen in
a while. You also get an opportunity to be able to talk to
several craftsmen who do the same type of work in the
same place and can make choices based on that
information much quicker than if you had to go to
several different places. The family oriented atmosphere
is another thing that makes this nice.
There was one disturbing aspect of this past Swap Meet,
one coalition of clubs decided this would be a good place
to display their attitude. While everyone is welcome here
that is not the type of behavior that should be on display
for a couple of reasons one as I mentioned previously
this is a family oriented event and to have the level of
tension between groups that there was certainly
diminishes that. Secondly from talking to some of the
vendors where these groups chose to congregate blocked
their booths from other swap meet

attendees. While this a is a nice meeting place for riders
it is the vendors that make it happen and activities like
this can make vendors leery of returning, and if that
happens enough then no more swap meets.

I have been at many of these meets and have always
enjoyed myself. It gives me an opportunity to renew old
acquaintances, make new friends and just in general
mingle with the crowds that attend. If you haven’t been
to one of these yet mark your calendar for April 4th that is
the date for the next regularly scheduled event.

Pics above the friendly staff from Meyer Indian in Belleville,
far right two employees of Shady Jack’s in Villa Ridge, Mo,
right the carved biker logo of Fog Hollow in Pacific, MO and
bottom lower Gary Tyler, the owner of Chooper Chairs in
Sauget, IL.

Generations a Story of Fathers &Sons & Sons
by Killer Miller

father’s straight pipes as he left and returned from work
on his orange Xlch, and I truly cannot remember when
either I or my dad didn’t have at least one bike.

In this day and age a lot of people have taken up riding.
This has caused the motorcycle to in effect become the
“little red sportscar” of our time. Most of these riders
began after family pressures and social attitudes about
riding finally eased up enough that they could follow
their dreams. This allowed them to become what I have
been for so many years. When I started riding 27 years
ago, I never thought that I would be some sort of sage
telling old-timer stories. No offense meant to any (and
thank God there are a bunch) of the old brothers and
sisters that have been riding longer than me, but in this
day and age 20-plus years in the saddle makes you
worthy (I guess) to tell stories.

My Dad—a man who drag raced, ran scrambles and
enduros all on either Harleys or Triumphs (with an
occasional BSA), won the steel helmet in 1958 on a Duo
Glide, and finished every 24-hour marathon (one man,
one bike) he ever entered—died around Christmas 2000.
I ride because he rode. I tune my son Kevin’s flatrack
equipment because he tuned mine. This was and always
will be a family involvement of ours. Two years ago my
son took up vintage racing on an xl350 that I used to use,
thus showing his appreciation of the history not only of
his family, but also of the sport in general.
Some say today is too hurried a time and complain that
they never got to do this or that because they were doing
other things. Ten years ago I had open-heart surgery and
lost three good friends of mine. Those events helped me
realize that our time here on earth is finite. Use it wisely.
If you want to ride, ride, ride all the time (like I do), you
don’t have to ride a Harley or something that you can’t
afford. Buy an older bike, learn its inner workings, and
ride it. Buy a dirtbike or two and take your kids riding.
Who knows, you may even start a another generation of
riders to carry on what you have started. Twenty-five
years from now, when they’re telling old-timer stories
with my son, they’ll be able to see your headlight behind
them, showing the way when they are in trouble, like I
do my dad’s and all my brothers’ that have gone before
me. Ride happy and safe, down the road.

These stories used to be told by guys like my dad,
Charles Miller. Unlike in a lot of families, my mom and
dad both rode, which made it socially normal for me to
ride when I got old enough to handle a machine. Dad
mustered out of the Navy in 1947 with $500. He bought
a used 1937 Indian Scout for $125 and rode from San
Diego to Kentucky, where his family lived. After that he
went to St. Louis to begin a 30-year career with Terminal
Railroad at Union Station. In 1949 he bought a new
Hydra Glide. Dad married Mom in 1951, and they
honeymooned on that bike. (My current wife Joyce and I
did likewise on my 1975 BMW in 1998.) People laugh
when I tell them that the first sound I remember was my

My First Poker Run
By Paul Hendricks
We all remember, “first’s” that have occurred in our
lives. I am 44 years old, and have some “first’s” to
remember. I remember the first time I taught my self to
ride my first bicycle. I would start at the top of the hill,
about three feet high, at the edge of our driveway. I
rolled down into the driveway, turned left, left again onto
the sidewalk and rode till I fell. I repeated the process
until I could ride the whole block.
I remember my first kiss, although my brothers and I had
her tied to a tree, it still was a kiss. (I was 9 or 10 years
old)
I remember my first attempt at sex, my first time having
sex, and the first time I had really good sex. (Yes there
was a girl, and she wasn’t tied up this time.)
But this summer I remember most of all, two other firsts.
My first motorcycle, and my first poker run.
I bought my first motorcycle in August. I started out on
back roads, till I got familiar with it, then graduated to
the main drags, after I got my license. After about a
month and a thousand miles of riding, I started riding it
everyday I could, to work and then some. I feel
something when I can’t ride and have to go get the truck.
But, the most memorable “first” this year was a poker
run. I rode in the “Evan’s Ride for Life” poker run,
November first. The ride started at Falling Springs Road
Tavern. I was lucky to meet up with two other friends,
Jim & Jim. Jim rides a 94 Harley Dyna Convertible. Jim
rides a 98 Honda Shadow. I ride an 02 Honda Shadow.
I remember standing in the registration line with my
zipper hanging open, and Melanie (I remember Melanie)
telling me to zipper up. (She called me zipper boy the
whole run)
I remember Michelle holding Evan at the beginning of
the run, telling us what this run was all about. About how
people sometimes need help paying hospital bills, so
children can have healthy hearts. I remember her
standing up there, the rain coming down harder, and the
group deciding to ride today or put it off till tomorrow. I
remember Michelle saying, “I think we should ride,
because that is what we do. We ride.” So that is what we
did, we rode.
I remember pulling into the Shell gas station and see
numerable bikes parked under the canopy. We had just
gone 5 miles maybe, and were soaked to the bone.
People talked about going back and getting four wheels
to finish. The three of us decided to ride to the first stop
then decide. So we rode. We were not alone.
Riding in the moderate to hard rain, I started to think. I
thought about my being a rookie. I thought about how to

do this safely. If I had not been with the two other more
experienced riders, I don’t know.
So we rode. I thought about those children, what we were
riding for. The ordeal they go through. Then the rain
didn’t seem so bad. I thought about the friends of mine
who lost their 2 year old daughter during a heart
operation 15 years ago. The rain just seemed to vanish.
We rode.
I remember, after the first stop the weather turned to our
favor. The more we rode the better it got.
I remember the second stop, sloshing to the door. My
pants dry but my boots spurting water with each step.
I remember pulling into each stop, amazed at the number
of people and bikes. The feeling of family. I felt I was
walking into someone’s home to a big feast. The food
along the way was warm and welcomed, not to mention
good.
I remember watching the group back at Falling Springs
Road. The auction, the food, the spirit still alive. I
remember having the time of my life that day. I
remember my “first” poker run.

Club Listings
Club listings
A.B.A.T.E
St. Clair Co meetings are held on the
2nd Thursday of each month - 7 p.m.,
at the Fairview Hts. Elks Club, corner
of Old Lincoln Trail and Hwy. 161,
Fairview Hts. IL.
Piasa-Gateway Chapter - chapter
meetings are held the 2nd Saturday of
every month starting at 7:00 p.m. Our
meetings are held at the Edwardsville
V.F.W. Post 1299. The Edwardsville
V.F.W. is located 7108 Marine Rd.,
Rte. 143 East, Edwardsville, Illinois.
Bikers Against Child Abuse: BACA
East Missouri Chapter meetings 2nd
Sunday of each month, 12:30 noon, at
the Knights of Columbus on
McMenny Dr. off of Mid-Rivers Rd.
and Hwy 70 in St. Charles all bikes
and bikers are welcome, hotline (314)
277-8905 or (314) 719-2928
EastMo@bacausa.com.
Bootleggers MC - of East Alton
Illinois, welcomes all brands of bikes
monthly meeting First Saturday of the
month usually at our SAA house.
Please call our Road Capt. Mandrake
at 618-466-5997 or our Secretary/
Lady Mandrake at (cell) 618-5317417 for more info.
Christian Motorcycle Assn: (CMA)
Good News Riders 2nd Thurs 7:30
PM Ryan’s 8925 Watson Crestwood,
MO. Call 636 296 3120 HTTP://
midwestrider.com/goodnews.jpg.
Chouteau Island Partners (Off
Road MC Group) 1st Thursday of
month HTTP://w.icss.net/~squirts/
island.htm Look for Tom Downing
through the web site.
CONCOURS Owners Group:
Monthly Breakfast Rides 3rd Sunday
of month Except April which is the
4th Sunday. Meet at Quick Trip on
South outer Road I-44 and MO. Hwy
W. Eureka, MO 636 278 2276 or
WWW.concours.org

Euro Motor Union of Greater St.
Louis: meetings 7:30 pm 1st Tues
Sports Page Inn. Old Rte. 3 South of
Dupo IL. 314 994 1257
Freedom Cruisers – Meetings are
the first Sunday of the month at
Dutch Hollow Barn in Belleville, IL
at 1:00 PM. Contact ‘Shades’
President of Chapter 17 at (618) 5708781 for more info.
Freedom of Road Riders:
Local 24 - meetings 1st Weds
of the month 7:30 PM at Charlack
Pub, 8344 Lackland Rd., St Louis,
MO (314) 521-6553
Local 25 - meetings the 4th
Rursday 7:00 PM at the American
Legion Hall in “Old Town St. Peters,
MO” (636) 278-5910
Local 38 - meetings the 1st
Sunday of the month 11:30 AM at
TJ’S Bar & Grill Hwys 61/67 & Z in
Pevely, MO (636) 464-2941
Local 42 - meetings the last
Weds of the month 6:30 PM at
Roadhouse 100, 2763 Hwy 100, Gray
Summit, MO (636) 271-9123
Gateway X-treme Riders Assoc STL MO area including Metro East
IL Club is primarily for owners/riders
of Honda VTX cruisers. All bikes are
welcome. Web site: http://
groups.yahoo.com/group/gatewayvtx
Gold Wing Road Riders
Association GWRRA Have various
meeting locations in the Metro St.
Louis Area. Check out the one
nearest you at
www.stlouisgwrra.homestead.com
Heartland WOW, meetings are the
4th Weds of the month at 7:00 PM at
the Prairie Commons Branch 915 Utz
Ln., St. Louis MO. For more info see
their website at
www.heartlandwow.org.
HELKATS MC -MIDWEST - An
all woman motorcycle club for more
info email helkats@aol.com or visit
their website at www.helkatsmc.com.
Honda Sport touring Assn. St Louis
area 1st Sat; South Central MO 2nd
Sat and KC Area 3rd Sat. Pleas join
us at any time home.kc.rr.com/

mosilhsta Warm weather meet at
Chesterfield Valley Power Sports off
hwy 40 West of Boone’s Crossing
Exit at 9am Kick stands up at 9:30
sharp for spirited ride of 150-200
miles. Garth Haubner at (636) 928
6939 Email: ghaubner@juno.com or
Tom Trieschmann at (314) 692 7463
E-mail ttriesch@inlink.com
Marion Roadrunners Riders Group
– an all bike, rider group that gets
together on Sundays and rides,
meetings are held on the 3rd Tuesday
of the month at 7pm at the Eagles
Hall in Marion,IL. The meetings are
open to every one. More info as well
as events are available on their web
site www.marionroadrunners.com.
Midwest Trail Riders Assn. Email
mtra@ridemtra.com
www.ridemtra.com Event hotline
(314) 314 434 5095
Midwest Cafe Racing AssnRide Line (314) 481 8078
Email
Rideline@mcraracing.com
or www.mcraracing.com
Outlanders – All motorcycle brand,
family oriented org promoting fun
events without negative attitudes,
drugs or alcohol. Meetings are the last
Sunday of the month at 1:00 PM at
the TRY Club, 655 Berkshire, East
Alton, IL.
River Road Riders, All Brand
Motorcycle Club meetings are held
the 2nd Weds of the month at the
Alton Sports Tap 7:00 PM
Road Raptors Riding Club meets at
Fairview Heights, IL VFW Hall on
Rte. 159 at 7:00 PM first Wednesday
of the month all bike brands
welcome.
Servant Riders – meetings
on the 3rd Saturday of the
month at 9:00 AM at
Kingdom Treasures
Bookstore on Highway 50 in
O’Fallon, IL.This is the
corner oh Hwy 50 and Old
Collinsville Rd. All are
welcome.

My/Our Bads: Hey we did better this month or you guys weren’t as alert.
We apologize to William ‘Killer’ Miller one of the latest contributors to this magazine for leaving his name
off the rules to ride by as he wrote that. He also wrote the generations piece in this months issue and we
would like to welcome him aboard and thank him for his efforts.
And to Dan Aykroyd we apologize for misspelling his name two months in a row. My sister as well as
Mike Stout pointed this out to me and we are truly sorry. Thanks to all for keeping us on our toes.

Joke of the Month
A little boy was sitting on the curb with a gallon of turpentine and shaking it up and watching all the bubbles.
A little while later a Priest came along and asked the little boy what he had.
The little boy replied, “This is the most powerful liquid in the world, it’s called turpentine.”
The Priest said, “No, the most powerful liquid in the world is Holy Water. If you take some of this Holy Water and
rub it on a pregnant women’s belly, she’ll pass a healthy baby.”
The little boy replied, “You take some of this here turpentine and rub it on a cat’s ass and he’ll pass a Harley
Davidson

Shadow Riders Greater St. Louis MO. WWW.Shadowriders- stl.com meet on 4th Tues of month at Manchester
Elks lodge at 7pm (314) 477 9976 ext 772.
Southern Cruisers Riding Club – An all brand riding club, for more info about the club as a whole or the
Collinsville, IL Chapter you can contact the club by email scrcdragon@yahoo.com or by phone at (618) 972-4951 or
(618) 344-4543 or visit the national website www.southerncruisers.net.
Southwest Illinois Ronin Riding Club 1st Saturday of each month at Noon at various area locations. Ride follows
monthly meeting. This is an all-brand riding club. Call Bonedaddy @ 618-696-7768 or Trainwreck @ 618-973-6405
for meeting location or more information. http://autos.groups.yahoo.com/group/SW_Illinois_Ronin_RC/
Southern Illinois Star Riders meet the first Sunday of each month in Collinsville, IL. Contact
wizardandangel@yahoo.com or visit autos.groups.yahoo.com/group/southernillinoisstarriders/

Harley Owners Groups HOG
Alton, IL. HOG Chapter 4th Thurs of month 7:30 PM at Alton Sports Tap Route 140 & Route 3 Alton, IL..... Ladies
of Harley 4th Thurs also at Alton Sports Tap, Banquet room.
Bellville, IL HOG Chapter 3rd Wed of month, 7:30 PM at the ELKS club at corner of Route 161 and Lincoln Trail
in Fairview Heights, IL. Call dealership if you have questions (618) 277 8864. WWW.Friezeharley-davidson.com .
Festus Mo. HOG Chapter 1st Wed of month, 7:30 at Surdyke Harley Davidson 2435 highway 67, Festus, MO.
Call dealership if you have questions (636) 931 8700.
Kirkwood Mo. Chapter 2nd Tuesday at VFW POST #6211 at 10430 Liberty, Overland, Missouri. The LOH meeting
is held at Culpeppers, 312 S Kirkwood, Kirkwood, MO on the first Thursday of month. Everyone is welcome.
Contact (314) 544 HAUG or www.Kirkwoodhog.com.
St Charles HOG Chapter: 3rd Tues of the month 7 pm at St. Charles Moose Lodge 2705 Interstate 70 (South
Service Road by Chucky Cheese) (636) 723-9365. stcharleshog@primary.net.
If your club or organization would like to be listed here please send an email to clubs@thebikinglife.com

Something Completely Different
by Rich Aubuchon
This month, my beautiful wife and I celebrate 13 years of
marriage. It’s amazing how much people can change over
time. If she met me today—fat, bald, and lazy—she’d
run screaming from the room, but back then I was quite a
catch. You see, as a younger, single man, I developed a
finely honed ability to woo women. Some will tell you
that women want strength, confidence, and passion.
Others claim the key to a girl’s love is humor, or
kindness, or firmly clenched buttocks. These are all nice
theories, but none of them ever worked for me. Instead, I
discovered the fascinating power of something I like to
call “pity.” If you can showcase just the right amount of
pathetic desperation, you’ll have access to the heart and
loins of just about any woman on Earth.
If you have too much self-respect to play the pity card,
then I’m sorry, but I can’t help you. If, on the other hand,
you’re willing to troll the muck and mire of humiliation
in return for some red hot monkey lovin’, then start
taking notes...
There’s no greater hindrance to a successful relationship
than honesty. If you’ve met a woman whose smile
captivates you, whose laugh intoxicates you, whose
personality enraptures you, and whose soul delights you,
your first instinct will be to share your most private,
personal feelings and desires. You’ll want to put a muzzle
on that kind of thing. Instead, fabricate some intensely
painful personal tragedy. My mother is currently a very
spry 70 years old, but that didn’t stop me from once
telling a sweet-faced blonde girl named Theresa that
Mom had died of cancer a few days before. Theresa had
her blouse off faster than you can say “shameful and
offensive.” A close friend, I’ll call him Jason Thurman of
Crestwood, Missouri, used to tell women that his service
in Viet Nam had left him with a bullet lodged in his
heart. “I could drop dead any minute,” he would whisper,
“and I would love for your eyes to be the last thing I see
on this Earth.” Pathetic, yes, but it worked.
Pity is a powerful tool when used properly, but if you’re
not careful, it can backfire. Do you know how hard it is
to have sex with a woman after you’ve falsely claimed to
have two prosthetic legs? If your fiancee believes that
your parents are on death row, seeing them at your
wedding will be more than a bit awkward. If I had a
nickel for every time my wife has screamed “I only
married you because I thought you had leprosy!”, I’d be

a very wealthy man. When looking for love, make a
friend of pity, but once things turn serious, the game
changes drastically. At some point, you’ll be expected to
demonstrate sincerity and true caring.
Which brings us to Valentine’s Day.
Contrary to popular belief, Valentine’s Day is not the
result of a conspiracy between Hallmark, Helzberg, and
Victoria’s Secret. The day exists to honor the Christian
martyr St. Valentine, who was arrested by the Roman
government for buying his wife a cheap box of
chocolates and a plastic rose from 7-11. Valentine was
imprisoned, tortured, then beaten to death—a fate that is
decidedly preferable to having to actually endure
Valentine’s Day.
It’s not that I don’t believe in romance, because I do. It’s
not that I take my wife’s affection for granted, because I
don’t. It’s not that I’m unwilling to make an effort,
because I am. Rather, the problem with Valentine’s Day
is that so much is expected. It’s not enough to just
scribble “I love you” or “I noticed that your ankles have
stopped swelling” on a card. Women expect every
Valentine’s Day to be a Cherished! Memory! That!
We’ll! Both! Treasure! Forever!
Unless you’re a glutton for punishment or a closeted gay
man, do yourself a favor and refrain from purchasing
clothes for your wife or girlfriend. For starters, your taste
sucks. Deal with it. Secondly, you don’t know her size.
Even if you sneak into her closet or dresser and write her
size down, you’ll still get it wrong. Apparently, there is
no industry-wide standard for women’s clothing sizes. As
I understand it, the system was devised by the female
equivalent of Navajo Wind Talkers, and no man has ever
successfully cracked the code. If you buy something too
small, you’re an inconsiderate clod who wishes he had a
more petite woman. If you buy something too big, you’re
an insensitive jerk who thinks she’s so fat she has to wear
this monstrosity!
At some point, you’ll be tempted to purchase lingerie for
the woman in your life. Don’t! Aside from the fact that
some ladies think it’s a selfish act—dressing her up like a
hooker is really a present for you, not her—you’ll almost
certainly buy the wrong thing. That feminine baby-doll
nightie will remind her of something a toddler would
wear... Spend several hundred dollars on a leather bustier,
and she’ll ask if this is what the Gimp wore in Pulp
Fiction... Also, do yourself a huge favor, and eliminate
the word “crotchless” from your vocabulary right now...

If you absolutely have to spend your money on delicate
underthings, there are some basic rules to follow. Your
first move is to look in her lingerie drawer, and observe
what she’s already got. Resist the temptation to try the
garments on yourself. If everything in her drawer is
black, buy her something black. If she has a lot of lace,
buy her something lacy. Further, don’t make the mistake
of purchasing a particular outfit just because it looked
hot on Tyra Banks or Stephanie Seymour in the catalog.
Tyra Banks would look great in feces and goat’s blood.
The idea is to give your sweetie an ensemble that plays
to her comfort, not to your auto-erotic fantasies.
The only safe, guaranteed Valentine’s gift is jewelry. The
lady wasn’t kidding. Diamonds really are a girl’s best
friend. Jewelers will try to bamboozle you with all their
talk about cut, carat, and clarity. Ignore them. There are
three things you have to remember when shopping for
jewelry:
1) Gold is better than silver.
2) Simple and elegant is always better than elaborate and
tacky.
3) If it’s not expensive, it’s crap.
Your other option, if purchasing ladies’ underpants
makes you woozy and you don’t feel like selling your
kidneys for extra cash, is the personal approach. When
we were first married, I had no money, so I gave my wife
a poem. The verse was powerful, the words carefully
chosen, and the sentiment heart-achingly perfect. She
still doesn’t know that I copied it from a plaque I saw at
the mall in Quincy, IL.
Another time, I bought my lovely bride a series of
sessions with a massage therapist named Chris. As an
RN, she’s on her feet a lot, and has a history of back
problems, so this seemed like a brilliant and thoughtful
move on my part. Sadly, Chris turned out to be a guy, a
very attractive guy, who gave a great massage and
listened to her when she talked. I had to terminate that
situation when she told me, “Our marriage may or may
not have a happy ending, but my massage always does.”
If there’s one consolation to be had in all of this, it’s the
knowledge that Valentine’s Day only happens once per
year. October brings a dreadful clone, in something
called Sweetest Day, and of course any man in a
relationship is bound to forget an anniversary or two, but
once Valentine’s Day is past, you’re free for the next 12
months. Of course, St. Valentine only had to hang by his
thumbs for a few hours, but we can’t all be that lucky,
right?

Biker Friendly Establishments
Biker Friendly Establishments
Illinois
Alton/Grafton
Cellar Room Tavern, 2704 E.
Broadway, Alton, IL (618) 4659874
Danny’s Lounge, 118 W. 4th St.,
Alton, IL (618) 462-6787
Fast Eddie’s Bon-Air, 1530 E. 4th
St., Alton, IL (618) 462-5532
Harris’s Tavern, On The Great
River Road, (618) 466-9791
The Loading Dock, 400 Front St,
Grafton, Grafton, IL (618) 7863494
Woodstock Lounge, 638
Broadway, Alton, IL
Wild Goose Saloon, 1505 W.
Main St, Grafton, IL, (618) 7868888
Belleville
B & B Crehan’s, 6413 W. Main
St. (618) 394-1300
H’s Biker Bar, 1310 Dutch
Hollow Rd (618) 398-3668
Robin’s Nest, 1614 Mascoutah
Ave. (618) 234-7432, karaoke
every Fri-Sat 9:30 to 1:30 AM
TR’S Place 4901 Concordia Rd.,
(618) 277-7135 ask about ‘Good
Nite Dic’
Carmi
Danny’s Pool Room: 119 E Main
Street in Carmi, IL (618) 3829987
Granite City
Big Duga’s Restaurant, 699 State
Road 203, Granite City, IL, 618875-5800 always likes to be a
stop on poker runs or host
groups.
Maryville
Sharkey’s Restaurant and Bar,
2537 Vandalia, (618) 344-0826
Mt. Vernon
Players: 300 S 9th - 1 block off
the square(rt.37&rt.15) in Mt.
Vernon, IL
New Baden
Outside Inn, 423 W. Hanover (Hwy
161), (618) 588-4672
Old Shawneetown
Hogdaddys Saloon: Main St in
Old Shawneetown, IL (618) 9221389
Southwestern Illinois

Falling Springs Conservation
Top Quality rock bands Fri and Sat nights
Club, 2200 LePere Ln. Dupo,
starting at 9:00 PM (314) 423-8119
IL (618) 286-4440, music on
Fenton
weekends with Sunday jam
That One Place: 1005 Majestic
sessions.
Dr in Fenton, MO (636) 861Gallagher’s Get-A-Way, 102 S.
1902
Richland, Freeburg, IL (618)
Florissant
539-5208
Class Act Tattoo and Body
Georgia’s Place, Eldred, IL (if
Piercing, 11629 West Florissant
you have more info on this place
Rd., Florissant, MO (314) 972let us know and we’ll include it)
0707. Great quality work done
Good Tymes Bar and Grill, 200 N.
by folks who ride and know
Main St. Dupo, IL (618) 286-9693
bikes.
Just Sue’s Tavern, Evansville, IL
Fredericktown
(618) 853-4425
Little Joe’s Bar and Grill, 1317
Lisa’s Bar and Grill, Prairie
Hwy OO (573) 783-5452
DuRocher, IL (618) 284-3374
Gray Summit
Lou and Michelle’s Tavern,
Roadhouse 100, 2763 Highway
Waterloo, IL (618) 939-8300
100 (636) 451-2007
Mary’s Bar and Grill, Ruma, IL
Hazelwood
(618) 282-7944
Cadillac Jack’s: 12950 St Charles
Rick’s Corner, 201 S Union St
Rock Rd in Hazelwood, MO
Staunton used to be the Twisted
(314) 298-8232
Spoke (618) 635-3088
Pacific
S & J Main Street, 608 N. Main St.
Sheffield’s Restaurant & Bar,
Columbia, IL, (618) 281-9997 live music 564 E. Osage, (636) 271-4834
on the weekends and Thursday night biker owned and operated.
Karaoke.
Pevely
Sporto’s Pub & Grill, 211 S. Main Street, TJ’s Bar & Grill: HWY Z &
Red Bud, IL (618) 282-7956
61-67, For Bike Show date
The Corner Pub, 602 Meyer
information call (636) 475Dr, Valmeyer, IL (618) 9353648.
8209 call for info on their
St. Louis
specials.
DockRockers, 7425 S.
The Dawg Haus 102 S. Main St.
Lindbergh happy hour MonNew Douglas, IL. 217-456-7072
Fri, libve music on the
Willie’s Corner, 128 W. Market,
weekends and ladies night is
Red Bud, Ill 62278
Weds, check out their great
Springfield
food deals too.
Grman’s Harley Davidson
Smokin Al’s BBQ: 1216
Repair: 310 W. Browning Rd in
Hampton Ave., St. Louis, MO
Springfield, IL (217) 522-2557
(314) 781-8008 fax 781-8118
Hangout Unwind Dance Saloon:
The House of Rock, Ronnie’s
1630 N 11th in Springfield, IL
Plaza featuring the best in live
62702 (217) 525-8591
music Thursday – Saturday.
Knuckleheads, 2000 Peoria Rd.,
Shady Jack’s Café: 1440 N
Springfield, IL 62702 (217) 789Broadway
1488
Blue Hen Trading Co, Leather
Pony Keg Leathers: 2026 S 11th
and Authentic American Art,
St in Springfield, IL (217) 544(314) 865-1500
3774 Harley repair/Leather
www.bluehentrading.net
goods
Southeast Missouri
The Playdium, (across from
Missouri
Houck Stadium), 1127
Charlack
Broadway, Cape Girardeau,
John & Judy’s Charlack Pub: 8334
Missouri (573) 335-9830
Lackland Rd. (& St. Charles Rock Road) Players, 632 Broadway, Cape
Girardeau, MO

Danny’s Place, 1102 Linn Street, Sikeston, Missouri
(573)-471-9984
St Charles County
D’s Hawg Trawf, 300 Sonderen St, O’Fallon, MO
(636) 240-0483
Villa Ridge
Shady Jack’s Saloon & Inn: 3417 Hwy O in Villa
Ridge, MO (636) 451-HOGG
Ohio
Toledo
Riders Edge located at 531 Oak St is the place to go
in Toledo, Ohio Phone # is (419)698-9582. Come in
and have fun.
Your establishment or one that you dig on could
be listed here if you tell us about it at
bikerfriendly@thebikinglife.com or call us at (618)
628-2911.

Upcoming Events
January
28th Bike Display and Bikini Contest - B & B
Crehan’s, 6400 West Main St, Belleville, IL come out and
party with “The Biking Life.”
31st Easyriders Bike Show – in Memphis, TN at the
Cook Convention Center this show will feature creations
from some of the best known builders show will go from
noon to 11:00 PM
31st Cabin Fever Ride & Party – Put on By TJ’s Bar &
Grill in Pevely, MO. WE will leave at noon for a short ride
then back to the bar for music and all sorts of prizes.
The ride will take place weather permitting but the party
goes on no matter what. Hope to see you there for more
info call (636) 475-3648.
February
7th Schewe & Blake Benefit – this event will take place
at the VFW Hall, 231 Edwardsville Rd, Wood River, IL
Mike and Erica were injured in a motorcycle accident on
Oct 12th, this is to help them cover some of their medical
expenses and get them home to their infant son Coby.
Music will be provided by the Stand there will also be
auctions, 50/50 and other events as well. For more info
contact Christy Crider at (618) 466-8704 or visit the web
site at www.geocities.com/scheweblake/.
7th Leather, Lace and Lingerie – at David’s Banquet
Center on Hwys 61/67 in Pevely, $20 per person/$30 per
couple, this event will consist of a fashion show, thong
contest, dancing , auction, cash bar and food. This event
will benefit the 04 Rolla Rally. Tickets available at TJ’s
Bar and Grill or visit the upcoming events at
www.thebikinglife.com to view flyer.
7th Mid-Winter Biker Bash Benefit – at the Herrin’s
ELK, upstairs 200 N. 14th St., in Herrin, IL. The cost is $5
per person with doors opening at 6:00 and live music
beginning at 9:00 this party will go till 1:00 AM here.
There will also be a silent and a live auction, wheel toss,
1 leg stand at midnight and many more. For more info
call (618) 988-1250, come out have fun but leave your
attitudes at home.
22ND Swap Meet and Motorcycle Show – presented by
A.B.A.T.E of Illinois at the Prairie Capital Convention
Ctr., 9th and Adams St., Springfield, IL. Vendor spots are
available for $30 in advance and $35 at the door and
bike show entry is $20 admission is $6 or free for those
12 and under for more info call (800) 87-ABATE.
If your club or organization has an
upcoming event you would like listed here
please contact Jim Furey at (618) 531-0432
or at events@thebikinglife.com.

Gold Elegance
by Brian Dillender
The motorcycle you see before you isn’t just one man’s
idea of a dream custom. It has also proven to be the
means with which I have made a good friend and
customer. I met Kevin (the proud owner of this bike) in
November of 2002 while he was searching for someone
to build his dream bike. Since that meeting I have had the
opportunity to really get to know Kevin and his twowheeled family. They all ride bikes of one sort or
another. Where Kevin goes you will usually find his wife
Gwen right there beside him....or should I say passing
him? You see, Gwen isn’t satisfied to ride on the back.
She rides her own Fatboy, and from what I’m told she
can keep up with best of them. Their two young sons
Jacob and Jordan are sure to carry on the tradition but are
satisfied to ride their dirtbikes for now.
When describing Kevin’s bike I think the word elegant is
fitting. It applies to the gold House of Kolor paint with
gold leaf throughout the graphics applied by Steves
Custom Paint & Airbrush, as well as to the P.M. wheels
and controls. The bike has a nice long low flow you just
can’t deny. It features a Rolling Thunder frame, 100”
Revtech motor, 6-speed transmission, 3” BDL open
primary, Arlen Ness bars, Dakota Digital speedo/tach,
Legend Air suspension, custom cut fenders, custom
license/taillight bracket, custom ignition mount, and so
much more. I think most would agree that elegant best

describes the feel you get when looking at this bike.
Enjoy.

Glass Creations
by Brian Dillender
While attending the January 4 Motorcycle Swap Meet in
Belleville, I stumbled upon a booth ran by some friends
of mine, Dennis and Suzanne Fischer. This wasn’t your
typical booth for a motorcycle swap meet. This booth got
its shine not from chrome parts but from sculpted glass
figurines. I have known for some time that Suzanne
worked with glass, but I had never had the opportunity to
check out some of her work. Let me tell you, these were
true pieces of art. Suzanne says she didn’t consider
herself artistic as a child; I would have to say that she
was dead wrong. All I walked out of there with that day
were two of Suzanne’s sculptures.
A few days after the swap meet I contacted Suzanne to
see if I could come by and talk with her and maybe get
some info and a few pictures for this ever-growing
publication we know as The Biking Life. After arranging
a day and time, I made the treacherous 10-minute trip.
Once again I was impressed by the craftsmanship that I
saw. Suzanne creates figurines of all types—motorcycles,
eagles with gold-tipped wings, foot-tall sailboats,
unicorns, dolphins set on real coral, roses in countless

different colors, turtles, cats, bears, and crabs in real
seashells. Hell, Suzanne will even write your name in
glass if that’s what you’re looking for! Maybe you want
something besides those generic plastic figurines for the
top of your wedding cake? Suzanne has figurines for
every holiday or special occasion! And she will
wholesale or do custom work at great prices.
Since first trying her hand at glass sculpting in 1982,
Suzanne has grown in skill and creativity as an artist.
You can see some of Suzanne’s work on display at your
local Harley dealer or at the next Belleville swap meet on
April 4. You can also give her and Dennis a shout at
(636) 677-0826.

Holiday Benefit Shows Biker Brotherhood
by Jim Furey
Bikers showed their generosity and brotherhood in a
variety of ways over the holiday season, from taking part
in toy runs to helping to feed less fortunate people. The
work of individuals to get some bikes out and the people
who showed up to support the Variety Choral
presentation are especially appreciated. In another sign of
this brotherhood and generosity, on the cold, snowy night
of December 13, many folks braved the icy roads and
headed out to the Shamrock Inn in New Athens, Illinois,
for a benefit for the children of Holly Ohlendorf and
Pulley. The children are Amber and David Ohlendorf, Jr.
Holly passed away in September from an undetected
heart condition. Many funeral expenses needed to be
covered, and the benefit’s organizers also hoped to set up
a trust fund for the children’s education. For a paltry $5
charge, participants enjoyed great food, a silent and live
auction, and the music of the Illinois Central band.
Did I mention that Pulley is one of the Hell’s Angels
Illinois Nomads, and that it was this club’s hard work
that made this event a success? The auction went very
well, with a leather-bound and autographed edition of
Sonny Barger’s autobiography and a movie poster from
Hell’s Angels Forever drawing the most interest. The

silent auction went well, and a lot of the participants
came away with one of the many donated attendance
prizes. All in all this event raised more than $7400 to
help the kids. Murphy, a member of The Biking Life’s
staff, won the 50/50 drawing and donated the $180 back
to the event. The next time you see him, thank him for
his generosity.
The Nomads did a great job in putting on this benefit
event and the whole evening was a huge success. The
next time you see a flyer or an event listing in this
magazine for one of their events, go and check it out. I’m
sure you’ll be glad you did.
If you would like to make a donation to help the
Ohlendorf family, an account was set up at Citizens
Community Bank, 311 S. State St., Freeburg, IL 62243
under the name of Julie Frisby and Sheila Gallagher for
the benefit of Amber and David Ohlendorf, Jr.

Requests
The Biking Life is only as good as its readers. We want
as much input from you as possible. Here are some ways
you can get your name up in lights, contribute to the
glory that is The Biking Life, make the world safe for
democracy, and save our overworked staff from having
to come up with more content—it’s a win-win situation.
Sure, we can’t actually pay you, but is money really all
that important weighed against the adulation of the
reading public?
We’re always looking for new writers. Want to tell the
world about a great road trip? Care to share with others
your tips on bike maintenance? Do you have strong
opinions on a new product and want to write a review?
Have you written a short piece of fiction relating to the
biking life? Send those puppies in. If we like what we
see, we’ll edit it and work it into one of our issues. You’ll
be famous!

When any of you biking couples reproduce, send us a
baby announcement. We’ll put it in “Headlights.” A
picture of the baby decked out in leathers is optional.
Conversely, we also want to memorialize members of the
local biking community who have passed on. Please send
any obituaries for our “Taillights” section.
Few communities support the troops as much as the
biking community. Please send us a few lines about any
family members you have who are serving in Enduring
Freedom or Iraqi Freedom and we’ll list them in our roll
of honor. Pictures of Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen, and
Marines with their rides would also be appreciated.
Submissions can be sent to The Biking Life by e-mailing
us at staff@thebikinglife.com. Don’t send photos as email attachments. You can send them to our mailing
address:
The Biking Life
attn: submissions
807 Coral Dr.
Fairview Heights, IL 62208
Please provide a self-addressed stamped envelope if you
want your photos returned.
—Jennifer Furey

Bikes For Sale
2001 Special Construction Hardtail. 100 Revtech,6spd trans. 200
series tire, 8K miles, dependable! $15,800 Go to
www.stonecustomcycles.com for pics & specs or call (636) 677-5040

2003 Special Construction Softail, 100 Merch,6spd Baker Trans.
Rolling Thunder frame, World of Wheels "BEST" Custom 2003!
$29,500 .Go to www.stonecustomcycles.com for pics & specs or call
(636) 677-5040

You can have you bike here and on our website
www.thebikinglife.com for only $20/month
The Biking Life is always on the lookout for:
Great stories and story tellers
Events of local or regional interest
Advertisers
And of course your comments and suggestions.
You should send all of the above to staff@thebikinglife.com or mail to
The Biking Life, 807 Coral Dr, Fairivew Heights, IL 62208
Thank you for your support.

