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Letter From the Editor

by Jim Furey

Happy New Years readers, if I am not

the first to wish you one I hope I am

among the first. I think 2005 is going

to be great year and around June this

magazine will turn two years old

thanks to the support of you our

readers and the fine folks who spend

their money advertising with us. As always I ask you to

patronize them; for one reason they make this magazine

possible but for an even more important reason; they are just

plain good folks all the business owners that advertise here

have become friends and I consider them to be along with you

part of “The Biking Life” family no matter how corny that

sounds.

I would very much like to thank everyone who came out to

Jack’s Ironhorse Bar & Grill on December 12th to support

our “Forget the Ribbons Show the Green to Support Our

Troops” benefit. Through the participation of those that came

out and numerous other donors we were able to raise more

than $2800 for the James McDonnell USO. To those of you

who didn’t make it out, I am sorry for you. You missed out on

some great music provided by Xcessive, this band rocked the

house after driving all night from Salinas Kansas to play for

us and they did it for free. After these modern rockers we got

more into some classic rock from John McCartney and

Casual Labor and then a good mix was provided by Buck

298. All three bands were very good and we thank them for

donating their talents. We also want to send a shout out to, to

Mickey from KSHE 95 for giving this event some love,

along with Dave Glover from 97.1. There were a couple of

disappointments: we tried to get some more well known bands

but their people chose not to return emails or phone calls. That

is okay I know who was willing to do their part to support the

troops and they will be rewarded. Many area bike shops stood

up and went far and beyond to help us especially Case’s

Custom Cycles in Pontoon Beach, IL and Gateway Big Dog

who was most generous in their donations. Then to balance

these folks out there were the large dealers that couldn’t afford

to give anything to help support our troops. Any way those of

you who didn’t make it missed out on some excellent deals on

some great stuff, like there were 10 $10 potshots sold on a

$500 set of Billet lower legs, about $50 on a leather jacket and

some of the prices on the silent auction items were unreal. I

also want to thank the “fine” ladies of the Helkats MC –

Midwest these awesome ladies and some other associated with

their club were very helpful and did the lions share of seeking

donations. This event would not have been the success it was

without their participation. So in the end we raised a goodly

amount of cash for the USO and had a good time doing it.

Thanks again for your support, just think next month we will

all start getting ready for our trips to Daytona and the

upcoming riding season. I am so pumped. Take care and until

next month keep the shiny side up.
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Bikers Turn Out to Support the Troops

by Kay Mullen

You’ve seen them everywhere around town: the “Support

Our Troops” ribbons on people’s cars and trucks. They’re

okay as far as they go—at least they keep the troops in

people’s minds. However, instead of making money for

the inventor of the magnets, The Biking Life and Jack’s

Ironhorse Bar and Grill wanted to make a real difference

for the troops by supporting the James S. McDonnell

USO. With the help of the Helkats MC-Midwest, two

great local bands, and the generosity of the biking

community, the first annual “Forget the Ribbons, Show

the Green to Support Our Troops” benefit was a rousing

success.

The event was held on December 12 at Jack’s Ironhorse

Bar and Grill in Bridgeton, Missouri. A $5 donation to

the USO got guests in the door for an afternoon filled

with great live music provided by Buck 298 and Casual

Labor. Both groups generously donated their time to this

worthy cause; keep an eye out for them and be sure to

show them the same support they’ve shown us. In

addition to providing the venue for the event, Jack’s also

donated a portion of the bar proceeds. Jack’s is a friendly

place and a great venue for big or small parties. Their

food rocks, too, and they were a big part of the event’s

success. The Helkats also went all out for this event,

helping out at the door, selling 50/50 tickets, and

donating a large share of their sales to the USO. The

event wouldn’t have been nearly as successful without

their help. Ladies, if you’re looking for a club that lives

to ride, be sure to check them out.

Many local vendors donated items for the silent auction,

including chrome wheel covers, a Harley-Davidson

dartboard, a sweet bike cover, and a smoker. All the

guests came away with a door prize, including Biking

Life t-shirts, as well as other clothing items and

accessories. Well over 100 bikers turned out to party for

the cause, and it was their generosity that truly made the

event a success. At the end of the day, The Biking Life,

Jack’s Ironhorse Bar and Grill, and the Helkats were able

to present a check for more than $2500 to Navy Captain

Mike Nolan (Retired), a member of the James S.

McDonnell USO Board of Directors. The money will go

to truly support the troops, providing those traveling

through Lambert St. Louis Airport with snacks, internet

access, entertainment, and a comfortable place to relax.

Thanks to everyone, and especially to the biking

community, that helped to make this benefit the huge

success that it was.





Creative Steel

by Rob ‘bobo’ Belinski

Here I am driving like a bat out of hell down Hwy 67

towards Poplar Bluff, MO. It should come to no surprise to

those of you who regularly read this publication that I was

once again running late for a meeting. I passed by this shop

with boats and trucks out front, all of which looked like

they were built for speed almost in a blur I thought the sign

said Ballew’s Boats, Bikes and Trucks. I made a mental

note figuring that I would come back out here after a quick

stop at McDonalds for something to eat because I was

starving and I would ask them where Ballew’s South Central

Customs was located. Because those were the folks I was

running late to meet.

I filled my belly and headed back out of town. I had met

Mike Ballew the owner of this shop about a month before

at Doc Bikefest Midwest in Granite City. IL. He seemed

like a nice young man with a flair for twisting metal into

unique designs. Actually my mother was the first person to

tell me I should talk to Mike. She had seen him on the local

television station in Cape Girardeau and told me I should

go talk to him. I told her I would but as with so many other

things hadn’t found the time. So I was really looking

forward to getting there and talking to him some more.

I arrived and caught up with Mike and Sherri Whitehead

our reporter in Poplar Bluff. They told me that Mike’s dad

had been the Harley dealer in PB for many years and that

in fact Mike had almost used a motorcycle tire for a teething

ring.  In fact patrons of the dealership often found a young

boy amongst the bikes and parts. This was before the Harley

boutique days. Mike fed his inquisitive nature by asking

questions and watching the shop wrenches work. Soon he

was helping them and learning hands on how to repair and

build motorcycles. At the age of 17 he built his first bike

and in 97 he constructed his first custom bike.

On the day we were there he was starting on a bike that a

gentleman from Iowa wanted him to build. Mike had created

the frame that was going to house 124 in S & S motor that

would power this sharp beast. Since Mike built his first

custom his outstanding abilities have been recognized in

the media with two of his bikes being featured on the front

cover of American Iron magazine and there was a feature

about him on the Speed Channel and I’m sure you will see

even more of his work on TV in the not too distant future.

The ridable rolling art that is created in this shop in the

Missouri Bootheel is a regular winner at the bike shows

held in conjunction with Sturgis. This year a Ballew South

Central Custom took third place in the Metzeler tire

unlimited class there. Having Mike and his right hand man

Lucas Eddington create one of these masterpieces for you

is almost like in the Middle ages when the wealthy

commissioned artists to create art for them. Mike then draws

up sketches of the bike and then goes to work to fabricate

the frame and sheet metal to meet his vision. There is

nothing store bought about the metalwork on these beauties

they take the raw metal and mold it into the shapes they



want. Since they are built like this there is no possible way

for there ever to be two exactly alike bikes.

So if you are ever in the Poplar Bluff area you must check

out this shop. There is always some very cool bikes here

finished and in various stages of development. If you like

things that o fast this shop is definitely the place for you.

Check out the motor these guys put on john boat. I know

that baby rock. Mike Ballew and his bikes are a Missouri

treasure yet this young man with so much going for him

remains just a down home guy and it was a pleasure to visit

with him.
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Opposite page a very sharp Ballew creation above Mike

working on his latest project.

Above Mike talking to admirers about his creations below his

trademark insignia the sign of SCC



Nothing But the “Worst Intentions”

Take an old piece of scooter-trash. Mix in some

photographers, computer techs, a wardrobe specialists,

and other assorted   neer-do-wells. Fold in about a

hundred twenty thousand dollars worth of High

Performance and Custom Motorcycles.  Sprinkle with

some college girls, waitresses, and exotic dancers. Stuff

it all inside “The Brick” on Broadway, and you’ve got

something that would only appeal to the Bad of the biker

community.

The end result is to make a calendar, with all the

proceeds to go to “Bikers Helping Bikers.” Sure it’s nice

to make some bread for The Hartbauer/ McBride

Foundation. We also intend to send a bunch of free

copies to the troops in Afghanistan and Iraq!  But this

bunch of hooligans shouldn’t be allowed to play with all

that High Tech equipment. They had nothing but the

“WORST INTENTIONS!” We did it for the party.

Hopefully we will have copies available at any venue

that supports Bikers Helping Bikers, by the 20th of

December. There should be some available at the Jan. 2nd

Bellville “Swap-Meet“.   It should also be available on

the Hartbauer/ McBride web-site as soon as they get it

up. (Yo… Mark are ya sure you don’t need some help.)

For Ten Bucks a copy, there’s no reason you can’t make

them a great stocking stuffer.

A special thanks to all those involved, too numerous to

mention, but you know who you are. And thanks for

supporting the charity that supports you, Hartbauer/

McBride!

Bruce G. Ponce



11



Midwest Bikefest

by Al ‘slow Talker’ Wilson

Doc’s Bikefest Midwest was held Oct 15th – 17th at Gateway

International Raceway in Granite City, IL. This was the

inaugural year for this event and is so often the case there

were some growing pains. That said though these small

things were far outshadowed by the raves of the attendees

of this event.

From the onset Friday evening with a Happy hour followed

up by an exhibition of the Streetfighterz and ending with a

ride-in movie presentation of Easy Rider to its conclusion

with a Poker Run on Sunday. This weekend was packed

with activities.

Saturday was the busiest of the days with people able to

run down the strip in test and tune sessions. The air was

constantly filled with the roar of motorcycles and the smell

of burning rubber, ain’t nothing better is there. There was

also live music always in the air from several very good

bands. If you weren’t ready to run the ¼ mile there was a

swap meet as well as a bike show. We offer our

congratulations to Larry Majeski on his winning entry. The

highlight of the day though was the crowning of Miss

Bikefest.

Though the weather didn’t cooperate as well as it could

have, I did run into a lot of friends and everyone seemed to

be enjoying themselves. I know that changes are being

planned for next years Bikefest, so with the start that it got

off to this year. I can truly envision this becoming one of

the Midwest can’t miss events in the near future.
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Club listings

.A.R.M  (Association Of Recovering

Motorcyclists) Chapter 13 - Support and

brotherhood for bikers in recovery.

Meeting and event dates vary.  For info

contact GO at 618-521-5499 or

Gofurfarm@peoplepc.com

A.B.A.T.E

St. Clair Co meetings are held on the 2nd

Thursday of each month - 7 p.m., at the

Fairview Hts. Elks Club, corner of Old

Lincoln Trail and Hwy. 161, Fairview Hts.

IL.

Piasa-Gateway Chapter - chapter

meetings are held the 2nd Saturday of

every month starting at 7:00 p.m. Our

meetings are held at the Edwardsville

V.F.W. Post 1299. The Edwardsville

V.F.W. is located 7108 Marine Rd., Rte.

143 East, Edwardsville, Illinois. 

Bikers Against Child Abuse: BACA East

Missouri Chapter meetings 2nd Sunday of

each month, 12:30 noon, at the Knights

of Columbus on McMenny Dr. off of Mid-

Rivers Rd. and Hwy 70 in St. Charles all

bikes and bikers are welcome, hotline

(314) 277-8905 or (314) 719-2928

EastMo@bacausa.com.

Bootleggers MC - of East Alton Illinois,

welcomes all brands of bikes monthly

meeting First Saturday of the month

usually at our SAA house.  Please call our

Road Capt. Mandrake at 618-466-5997 or

our Secretary/ Lady Mandrake at (cell)

618-531-7417 for more info.

BROTHERS OF THE THIRD

WHEEL, GATEWAY CHAPTER meets

the Second Saturday of the month at

2:30Pmat Good Times Tavern, 200 N

Main St, Dupo, IL; please check the web

site for details. http://groups.yahoo.com/

group/BTW-STL-MO/

Christian Motorcycle Assn: (CMA) 

Good News Riders 2nd Thurs 7:30 PM

Ryan’s 8925 Watson Crestwood, MO. 

Call 636 296 3120 TTP://

midwestrider.com/goodnews.jpg.

Servant Riders – meetings on the 3rd

Saturday of the month at 9:00 AM at

Kingdom Treasures Bookstore on

Highway 50 in O’Fallon, IL.This is the

corner oh Hwy 50 and Old Collinsville Rd.

All are welcome Roger Snyder (618-233-

3443) e-mail:  cmariders@compu-

type.net.

Chouteau Island Partners  (Off Road

MC Group) 1st Thursday of month 

HTTP://w.icss.net/~squirts/island.htm

Look for Tom Downing through the web

site.

Cycle Disciples St.Louis Chapter – for

more info please visit the following

websites

http:/ /www.geocities.com/grizs50/

CycleDisciplesSTL.html

http://www.cycledisciples.com/html/

st_louis.html

Euro Motor Union of Greater St. Louis:

meetings are held at 7:30 pm 1st Tues

Sports Page Inn, Old Rte. 3 South of Dupo

IL.  (314) 994 1257

Freedom of Road Riders:

Local 24 - meetings 1st Weds of

the month 7:30 PM at Charlack Pub, 8344

Lackland Rd., St Louis, MO (314) 521-

6553

Local 25 - meetings the 4th

Thursday 7:00 PM at the American Legion

Hall in “Old Town St. Peters, MO”

(636) 278-5910.

Local 38 - meetings the 1st

Sunday of the month 11:30 AM at TJ’S

Bar & Grill Hwys 61/67 & Z in Pevely,

MO

(636) 464-2941.

Local 42 - meetings the last

Weds of the month 6:30 PM at Roadhouse

100, 2763 Hwy 100, Gray Summit, MO

636-586-4298.

Freedom Riders – welcomes all bikers

and bikes to come ride with them email to

Ride4JC1@aol.com for more info.

Gateway X-treme Riders Assoc - STL

MO area including Metro East IL Club is

primarily for owners/riders of Honda VTX

cruisers. All bikes are welcome. Web site:

h t t p : / / g r o u p s . y a h o o . c o m / g r o u p /

gatewayvtx

Gold Wing Road Riders

Association GWRRA Have various

meeting locations in the Metro St. Louis

Area.  Check out the one nearest you at

www.stlouisgwrra.homestead.com

Heartland WOW, meetings are the 4th

Weds of the month at 7:00 PM at the

Prairie Commons Branch 915 Utz Ln., St.

Louis MO. For more info see their website

at www.heartlandwow.org.

HELKATS MC –MIDWEST – An all

woman motorcycle club, for more

information contact then by email at

helkats@aol.com or visit their website

www.helkatsmc.com.

Honda Sport touring Assn. St Louis

area 1st Sat; South Central MO 2nd Sat

and KC Area 3rd Sat.  Pleas join us at any

time home.kc.rr.com/mosilhsta Warm

weather meet at Chesterfield Valley Power

Sports off hwy 40 West of Boone’s

Crossing Exit at 9am Kick stands up at

9:30 sharp for spirited ride of 150-200

miles.  Garth Haubner at (636) 928 6939

Email: ghaubner@juno.com or Tom

Trieschmann at (314) 692 7463 E-mail

ttriesch@inlink.com 

Marion Roadrunners Riders Group –

an all bike, rider group that gets together

on Sundays and rides, meetings are held

on the 3rd Tuesday of the month at 7pm

at the Eagles Hall in Marion, IL. The

meetings are open to every one. More info

as well as events are available on their web

site www.marionroadrunners.com.

Midwest Trail Riders Assn.  Email 

mtra@ridemtra.com www.ridemtra.com

Event hotline (314) 314 434 5095

Midwest Cafe Racing Assn-Ride Line

(314) 481 8078 Email

Rideline@mcraracing.com  or 

www.mcraracing.com

Outlanders – All motorcycle brand,

family oriented org promoting fun events

without negative attitudes, drugs or

alcohol. Meetings are the last Sunday of

the month at 1:00 PM at the TRY Club,

655 Berkshire, East Alton, IL.

Pharaoh’s M.C. – 7510 Old Missouri RD,

Centreville, IL for more info contact Big

Daddy (618) 593-2955.

River Road Riders, All Brand

Motorcycle Club meetings are held the

2nd Weds of the month at the Alton Sports

Tap 7:00 PM

Road Raptors Riding Club meets at

Fairview Heights, IL VFW Hall on Rte.

159 at 7:00 PM first Wednesday of the

month all bike brands welcome.

Shadow Riders of Greater St. Louis

MO.  WWW.Shadowriders- stl.com meet

on 4th Tues of month at Manchester Elks

lodge at 7pm  (314) 477 9976 ext 772.

Road Rebels Riding Club – An all brand

riding club, for more info about the club

email President Rick”Grumpy”White

roadrebelgrump@yahoo.com or 618-972-

4951

Southwest Illinois Ronin Riding Club –

meets the 1st Saturday of each month at

Noon at various area locations.  Ride

follows monthly meeting.  This is an all-

brand riding club, call Bonedaddy @ 618-

696-7768 or Trainwreck @ 618-973-6405

for meeting location or more



http://autos.groups.yahoo.com/group/SW_Illinois_Ronin_RC/

Southern Illinois Star Riders meet the first Sunday of each

month in Collinsville, IL.  Contact wizardandangel@yahoo.com

or visit autos.groups.yahoo.com/group/southernillinoisstarriders/

St Louis Motorcycle Club meets the 2nd Thursday of the month

at Goff-Moll American Legion Hall, 2721 Collier, Brentwood,

MO. Meeting time is 7:30 PM and all are welcome call  (314)

771-7100 or visit www.yahoo.com/group/STLMC for more info.

Vietnam Veterans M/C – for more information on this club

email them at vnvmcillusa@yahoo.com

  

 Harley Owners Groups  HOG

 

Alton, IL. HOG Chapter 4th Thurs of month 7:30 PM at Alton

Sports Tap Route 140 & Route 3 Alton, IL..... Ladies of Harley

4th Thurs also at Alton Sports Tap, Banquet room. 

Bellville, IL HOG Chapter  3rd Wed of month, 7:30 PM at the 

ELKS club at corner of Route 161 and Lincoln Trail in Fairview

Heights, IL.  Call dealership if you have questions (618) 277

8864. WWW.Friezeharley-davidson.com.

Bourbeuse Vally HOG Chapter 2nd Sunday of the month, 10:30

AM at Borbeuse Valley Harley-Davidson 1418 Hwy AT, Viila

Rodge meets inside the old store call (636) 451-0106 for more

info or directions.

Festus Mo.  HOG Chapter 1st Wed of month, 7:30 at Surdyke

Harley Davidson 2435 Highway 67, Festus, MO.  Please call

the dealership for more info (636) 931 8700.

Gateway to the West HOG Chapter 3rd Thurs of the month

8:00 PM at Gateway to the West Harley Davidson, 3600 Lemay

Ferry Rd., St. Louis, MO, LOH meets the 4th Tuesday of the

month at the Blarney Stone 4333 Telegraph Rd. at 7:30 PM for

more info go to www.gatewayhog.org.

Kirkwood Mo. Chapter 2nd Tuesday of the month at Goff-

Moll American Legion Hall, 2721 Collier, Brentwood, MO. The

LOH meeting is held at Culpeppers, 312 S Kirkwood, Kirkwood,

MO on the first Thursday of month. Everyone is welcome.

Contact (314) 544 HAUG or www.Kirkwoodhog.com.

St Charles HOG Chapter:  3rd Tues of the month 7 pm at St.

Charles Moose Lodge 2705 Interstate 70   (South Service Road

by Chucky Cheese) (636) 723-9365. stcharleshog@primary.net.

  

If your club or organization would like to be listed here please

send an email to clubs@thebikinglife.com
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Bike of the Month

This months Bike of the Month feature is a little different

than most. Instead of the normal stuff we are going to hear

how it came about as told by Lisa Gould. Jason Gould’s

40th birthday was approaching and she wanted to do

something special for him. Well it seems Jason was an avid

watcher of American Choppers and like Wayne he said that

oh yes someday one would be his Lisa started doing

research. But as it so happened Big Boyz Custom Cycle

was building a bike for one of Jason’s frame. The two of

them went there to see his friend’s bike.

Well DJ had a frame that fit Jason so he was measured for

the frame. After this though Lisa told DJ that Jason couldn’t

be allowed to see it. DJ who loves this sort of intrigue was

more than happy to accommodate. Jason being the man

that he is tried sending in spies and all other types of

manipulations to find out about his bike. The bike was

specifically created for Jason to down to the paint which

included his dragon tattoo.

Finally the bike was finished but still Lisa and DJ continued

on in keeping the finished bike from Jason. Then one night

Lisa had a cocktail party, Jason thought that was all there

was to it but no there were larger plans in the mix. It was

storming when DJ pulled up with the bike in a trailer. Still

Jason was clueless okay you are right there is nothing new

about that. Lisa gave Jason a picture saying something along

the lines of okay this is what your bike looks like. He was

thunderstruck but not near as much as when he heard the

roar of a motorcycle emanating from his garage and rocking



the house. He ran to the garage to check it out and wanted

to ride it but between the weather and other circumstances

his boss convinced him that would not be wise. So being

the mature man that lurks in all of us with penises, he got a

blanket and a pillow and slept in the garage with his most

prized possession. And that my friends is kind of the story

of the Dragonslayer, which you can see most days at

Gould’s Automotive, 4571 Gravios Rd. in House

Springs, MO.
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Biker Friendly Establishments
Illinois
Alton/Grafton/Wood River
Cellar Room Tavern, 2704 E.
Broadway, Alton, IL (618)
465-9874
Danny’s Lounge, 118 W. 4th

St., Alton, IL (618) 462-6787
Fast Eddie’s Bon-Air, 1530 E.
4th St., Alton, IL (618) 462-
5532
Georgie’s Pitchers, 217 W 3rd

St. Alton, IL (618) 462-8801
Harris’s Tavern, On The Great River
Road, (618) 466-9791
The Loading Dock, 400 Front
St, Grafton, Grafton, IL (618)
786-3494
Porky’s, 1543 E Edwardsville
Rd, Wood River, IL (618) 254-
9380
Scotty’s, 4 Front St., Alton, IL.
(618) 463-1065
Woodstock Lounge, 638
Broadway, Alton, IL
Wild Goose Saloon, 1505 W.
Main St, Grafton, IL, (618)
786-8888
Belleville
B & B Crehan’s, 6413 W. Main
St.  (618) 394-1300
H’s Biker Bar, 1310 Dutch
Hollow Rd (618) 398-3668
Mitch and Nancy’s League Lounge,
1501 W Main St (618) 277-3643
Robin’s Nest, 1614
Mascoutah Ave. (618) 234-
7432, karaoke every Fri-Sat
9:30 to 1:30 AM
Sheridan’s Frozen Custard,
5326 N Illinois St, Fairview
Heights, IL
The Antique House, 3701 W.
Main St. (618) 235-3434,
great Wednesday Specials
TR’S Place 4901 Concordia
Rd., (618) 277-7135
Cahokia
Brandy Inn: 103 Water St.
(618) 337-1101 Fine Food
and Drinks always Biker
Friendly
Derby Al’s Diner: 2845 Camp
Jackson Rd.
Carmi
Danny’s Pool Room: 119 E
Main Street in Carmi, IL (618)
382-9987

Caseyville
Caddyshack Saloon 2865 N.
89th St.(618) 397-4704 Nice
bar with very friendly
bartenders.
Granite City
Big Duga’s Restaurant, 699
State Road 203, (618) 875-
5800.
Gabby’s Bar & Grill, 1800
State St. (618) 452-2009
Maryville
Sharky’s Sports Bar, 2537
Vandalia, (618) 344-0826
good food at great prices
Mt. Vernon
Players:  300 S 9th - 1 block
off the square(rt.37&rt.15)
New Baden
Outside Inn, 423 W. Hanover (Hwy
161), (618) 588-4672
Old Shawneetown
Hogdaddys Saloon: Main St in
Old Shawneetown, IL (618)
922-1389
Southwestern Illinois
Falling Springs
Conservation Club, 2200
LePere Ln. Dupo, IL (618)
286-4440, music on
weekends with Sunday jam
sessions.
Fountain Inn, 1912 Fountain
Rd. Valmeyer, IL (618) 935-
2266
Frog’s Sports Club, 707 Davis
St. Ferry Road, East
Carondolet (618) 286-9988
Gallagher’s Get-A-Way, 102
S. Richland, Freeburg, IL
(618) 539-5208
Georgia’s Place, 415 Vine St,
Eldred, IL
Gert’s Place Bar and Grill Ill
Rtes 3 & 149 Gorham, IL (618)
763-9254
Good Tymes Bar and Grill, 200 N.
Main St. Dupo, IL (618) 286-9693
Heartland Bar and Grill, 6180 Rte 3,
Waterloo, IL (618) 939-6670
Horton’s Place, 2503 Main St.
Fayetteville, IL, (618) 677-3348
friendly folks and cold beer
Just Sue’s Tavern, Evansville,
IL (618) 853-4425
Karban’s Knotty Pine, 4569
Buss Branch Rd., Waterloo, IL
(618) 473-9954

Lisa’s Bar and Grill, Prairie
DuRocher, IL (618) 284-3374
Lou and Michelle’s Tavern,
Waterloo, IL (618) 939-8300
Mary’s Bar and Grill, Ruma, IL
(618) 282-7944
Old Shamrock Tavern, Hwys
13 & 156, New Athens, IL
(618) 475-9263
“Papa” Wheelie’s, Old Rte
50, Trenton, IL (618) “ A full
throttle sports bar”
Rick’s Corner, 201 S Union
St Staunton used to be the
Twisted Spoke (618) 635-
3088
S & J Main Street, 608 N. Main St.
Columbia, IL, (618) 281-9997.
Sporto’s Pub & Grill, 211 S. Main
Street, Red Bud, IL (618) 282-7956
The Corner Pub, 602 Meyer
Dr, Valmeyer, IL (618) 935-
8209
The  Dawg Haus 102 S. Main
St. New Douglas, IL 217-456-
7072
Willie’s Corner, 128 W.
Market, Red Bud, Ill 62278
Springfield
Blu Ox Tavern 2724 Peoria
Rd (217)  544-7133 Always
something fun happening
Grman’s Harley Davidson
Repair:  310 W. Browning Rd
(217) 522-2557
Hangout Unwind Dance
Saloon:  1630 N 11th  (217)
525-8591
Knuckleheads, 2000 Peoria
Rd., 62702 (217) 789-1488
Pony Keg Leathers:  2026 S
11th St (217) 544-3774 Harley

repair/Leather goods

The Cove 1616 N Dirksen
Pkwy (217) 753-1760
 
Missouri
Arnold
21 Rock, #1 Meramec
Heights (636) 282-7228
featuring live music every
weekend and special bike
parking area.
Barnhart
Your Payday Advance Co.,
7125 Metroploitan Blvd, Ste
106 (636) 467-5447
Charlack



John & Judy’s Charlack Pub: 8334 Lackland Rd. (& St.
Charles Rock Road) Rock Bands Fri and Sat Nights (314)
423-8119
Defiance
Terry and Kathy’s - Defiance, MO.on Hwy. 94 about 9 miles
south of Hwy 40
Fenton
That One Place: 1005 Majestic Dr in Fenton, MO
(636) 861-1902
Florissant
Class Act Tattoo and Body Piercing, 11629 West
Florissant Rd., Florissant, MO (314) 972-0707.
Great quality work
Fredericktown
Little Joe’s Bar and Grill, 1317 Hwy OO (573) 783-
5452
Gray Summit
Roadhouse 100, 2763 Highway 100 (636) 451-
2007
Hazelwood
Jack’s Iron Horse Bar and Grill: 12950 St
Charles Rock Rd in Hazelwood, MO (314) 209-
1280
Louisiana
Eagles Nest Bistro, Hwy 79 (573) 754-9888
Pevely
TJ’s Bar & Grill: HWY Z & 61-67, For Bike Show
date information call (636) 475-3648.
St. Louis
The House of Rock, Ronnie’s Plaza featuring
the best in live music Thursday – Saturday.
Iron Horse Saloon, 7928 S. Broadway, Saint
Louis, MO (314) 631-3141 Thurs Bike Night
starting in March
Kelly’s 841 Wachtel St Louis 63125 (314)638-3022
 
The Little Bar, 6343 Alabama (314) 481-1665
Scott and Beverly’s Some Other Place Other Place
1500 Lemay Ferry Rd.  St. Louis 63125. (314)892-
6969
Zeke’s Lemay Sports Bar and Grill, South
Broadway St. Louis, Mo
Southeast Missouri
Bullwinkle’s Pub Hwy T off Hwy 60 E Poplar Bluff,
MO (573) 778-9278 www.bullwinklespub.com also
The Rustic Lodge
Danny’s Place, 1102 Linn Street, Sikeston,
Missouri  (573)-471-9984
Jim & Jerry’s Restaurant, Pub & Billiards 336 Vine
St. Poplar Bluff, MO (573) 686-2006
Marbles Restaurant and Sport Bar, Bus Hwy 60,
Dexter, MO (573) 624-8662
The Playdium, (across from Houck Stadium), 1127
Broadway, Cape Girardeau, Missouri   (573) 335-
9830
Players, 632 Broadway, Cape Girardeau, MO
63701 (573) 335-9915

Villa Ridge
Shady Jack’s Saloon & Inn: 3417 Hwy O in Villa
Ridge, MO (636) 451-HOGG
 
Ohio
Toledo
Riders Edge located at 531 Oak St is the place to
go in Toledo, Ohio Phone # is (419) 698-9582..
 
Your establishment or one that you dig on could be
listed here if you tell us about it at
bikerfriendly@thebikinglife.com or call us at (618) 628-
2911.
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Belleville Benefit Honors Fallen Rider

by Killer Miller

On November 13, the 100 mph Club honored one of its

fallen, Matt Ferguson, with a benefit for his family at

B&B Crehans Pub in Belleville, Illinois. It has often

been said that the true wealth of a man is his friends and

family, and although I didn’t personally know Matt, he

indeed must have been a wealthy man. No matter how

lonely a person might think he is in life, he may in fact

have friends who will come to his aid when the chips are

down. I can barely understand the hardships that might

be on his wife and children, but if the turnout at this

benefit was any indication, Matt’s family is truly blessed

by the brotherhood that is motorcycling. Along with the

100 mph Club, another group in attendance was the

Boozefighters. I talked to their member Casper and saw

an article-worthy Sporty he was riding. The Illinois

Nomad Chapter of the Hell’s Angels showed the deep

respect they have for their lifestyle by being there for a

fallen member of another club. Also present were

members of BACA, the Illinois Motorheads, the Rat

Pack, Illinois ABATE, and Missouri ABATE, as well as

many independent riders. One of the most well-thought-

out and put-together choppers I have seen in a while was

there; it is the Shit for Luck bike built by Squirt from

Illinois, and as you can tell by the photos, it is one clean

ride. I really dug the simple but striking 8-ball theme

carried throughout the ride. The beer supplied by

Crehans was good, as was the food; the music by

Posemist and Power by Howard also rocked the house.

Although I didn’t stay for as long as I would have liked, I

would like to thank all those involved for their

hospitality toward me and The Biking Life (hello again to

Sportster Rick). In ending this article, I would like to

state that even though I am sure that his brother and his

family as well as the ILl. Air National Guard will always

feel the loss, the 100 mph Club did well in the way that

they honored him in this benefit for his family. No matter

what you ride or who you are as bikers, we are all really

a family and should always take care of our own. Later

for now, Killer.





A biker and his wife are traveling on their Harleys from Key West to Boston. After almost twenty-four
hours on the road, they’re too tired to continue, and decided to stop for a rest. They stop at a nice
hotel and take a room, but they only plan to sleep for four hours and then get back on the road. When
they check out four hours later, the desk clerk hands them a bill for $350.
The biker explodes and demands to know why the charge is so high. He tells the clerk although it’s
a nice hotel, the rooms certainly aren’t worth $350. When the clerk tells him $350 is the standard
rate, the biker insists on speaking to the Manager.
The Manager appears, listens to the biker and then explains that the hotel has an Olympic sized pool
and a huge conference center that were available for the husband and wife to use.
“But we didn’t use them,” the biker complains. “Well, they are here, and you could have,” explains the
Manager.
He goes on to explain they could have taken in one of the shows for which the hotel is famous. “The
best entertainers from New York, Hollywood and Las Vegas perform here,” the Manager says. “But
we didn’t go to any of those shows,” complains the biker again.
“Well, we have them, and you could have,” the Manager replies. No matter what facility the Manager
mentions, the biker replies, “But we didn’t use it!”
The Manager is unmoved, and eventually the biker gives up and agrees to pay. He writes a check
and gives it to the Manager. The manager is surprised when he looks at the check. “But sir,” he says,
“this check is only made out for $100.”
“That’s right,” says the biker. “I charged you $250 for sleeping with my wife.”
“But I didn’t!” exclaims the Manager.
“Well,” the biker replied, “she was here, and you could have!”

Joke of the month returns

Heard a good joke send it in to us at joke@thebikinglife.com



Donors to Forget the Ribbons
The following members of IBEW Local 1
Saint Louis:

Mike Muckler, Angela Petri, Bob Mucker,
Tom Zadara, Mark Green, Tony Schafer, Bob
Taylor, Rob dussold, Dave Sachse, Tom
George, Larry Bausola, Eric Miller, Gery Keil,
Tom Brown, Steve Phillips, Gary Weber, Bill
Weber, Hank Bollinger and Gordon Wright.

Big Boys Toys, St Charles Rock Road
Frank Solitysiak, Ady  Smith, Mike
Solitysiak, James Solitysiak, Earl Bond, Don
Koovalsske, Dominico’s at the Lake, Broad-
way Truck Stop, The Garage at the Lake,
Jack’s IronHorse, Dr James Schneider.

House of Rock in Ronnie’s Plaza
Gateway Harley Davidson
Hardriders, the Stonewall Jackson,
Mad Dogs MC of Central Illinois
Bikers Choice, Chopper Chairs, road Rebels
RC, Edwardsville Heating and Plumbing,
Mid-West Motorcycle Parts, Forum Fitness,
Grey Eagle Distributor, V-Twin,
Case’s Custom Cycles, Susie Bearers, Jim
Furey, Patricia Furey, Becks Car Care in
Granite City, IL, Jo’s Hog Doc in Pontoon
Beach, J & G Cycle in Chester, IL. and I’m
sure there are some I have missed if so
please let me know and I’ll make sure you
get your proper recognition in the coming
issues. Also once again we would like to
thank the bands Xcessive, John McCartney
and casual Labor and Buck 298 for donating
their talents and bringing their followers,
Rene Korte for all her help. The Helkats MC-
Midwest without whose help this event
would never have been as successful as it
was. My sister Jennifer for coming out and
writing about it. Dave ‘Murphy’ Murphy and
Sheila for coming out and taking pictures,
Kent Meisseman for taking pictures. Monty’s
Planning services for all their help and for
those of you who chose not to help out may
your Karma catch you soon. Thanks to all
who donated or particpated.

Kevin and Killers MC yard sale.

 1997 Kawasaki Klx 372 good TT or hare scramble

bikes extra woods plastic bike has been raced but is

well cared for 2000 dollars 1973 xl 350 vintage

short track or flat track bike good plastic small dent

in tank and megaphone good tires with extra set of

dunlop ft tires no title damm fast but needs better

brake #2 bike in district 18 for the past three years.

is AHRMA legal with some safety wire . $2000 ,

1970 GMC three quarter ton pickup 402 BB motor

,from factory ,second owner original Arizona truck

,very little rust ,truck is in half primer $3000,or best

offer or will trade lot plus 2000 enclosed doolittle

trailer for good muscle car or bomber stock car and

trailer call 636-937-0266 for more info.
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Classifieds

“
“black bitch” for sale:“black bitch” for sale:“black bitch” for sale:“black bitch” for sale:“black bitch” for sale:

1st PLACE BEST STREET CUSTOM
2003 EASYRIDERS SHOW, MEMPHIS, TN

   TOO MANY FEATURES TO LIST HERE.  HIGHLIGHTS ARE:

   HEAVILY MODIFIED ROLLING THUNDER 250 HARD TAIL FRAME; MERCH 131 STAGE 3
   billet/chrome premium polished; 48 mm POLISHED MIKUNI; BAKER 6-SPEED; bdl 3”
   open belt drive w/on-board oil filter;  CUSTOM ONE-OF-A-KIND EXHAUST; Big boyz
   custom cycles SKULL LINKAGE ; 2 hp powermaster chrome starter; jaybrake controls;
   21” JESSE JAMES “DOOM” FRONT WHEEL; 18” WELD CHROME SMOOTHIE REAR
   WHEEL; YAFFE “CHOPPER” GAS TANK; YAFFE LED TAILLIGHT; CHOPPERS INC .44
   MAG RISERS; NESS BILLET GRIPS; HEAVILY MODIFIED YAFFE REAR FENDER.

$34,900., call steve @ 314/280-5504
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The Biking Life Interview: Jim Pomeroy

by Killer Miller

If you are into the classic bike scene in St. Louis, then you know about

Classic Motorcycles on Gravois in The Hill area. It is the original car

dealership that Dave Mungenast ran, and about 5 years ago he and his

crew of Becky, Russ, and Dave Larsen converted it into a high-quality

museum. On September 29, they brought in a legend of MX racing

from the 1970s, Jim Pomeroy. He was a factory Bultaco rider from

back in the day when European and Spanish two-stroke bikes held

their own against the onslaught of the Japanese big four. A quick résumé

of his career includes the following highlights:

· First American to win a Grand Prix MX race

· Third overall

· First American rider in the Interam series

· 250-cc MX Rider of the Year (2 years in a row)

· First American rider in the MX de Nations

· 1975 Belgian Grand Prix winner

· Motorcycle Magazine’s Rider of the Year for 1976

While he was signing autographs at Classic Motorcycles, the Yakima

Flash sat down for a quick interview with your humble scribe.

The Biking Life: Jim, it’s a pleasure to have you here. I always rooted

for you as a kid because you weren’t riding a Japanese bike and you

were a USA rider. Thanks for giving us kids back then someone to yell

for.

Jim Pomeroy: Oh man, you’re welcome.

TBL: Now, what was your biggest win?

JP: Well, of course the first one, then the one in Spain where they

didn’t think I had won and gave me the second-place trophy instead,

even though we were on Bultaco’s home track. Then I’d have to say

that even though Belgium was big, beating the foreign riders on a 370-

cc bike at Carlsbad, California, was right up there.

TBL: What was the toughest race you ever ran?

JP: All the ones overseas, because they might race on a 2- or 3-mile

course while most of these were maybe a mile or a mile and a half and

their tracks (with the exception of a few) weren’t really prepped at all.

TBL: Who was the toughest US rider of your time?

JP: Brad Lackey, without a doubt. Even though Pierre Kassmaker trained

more, Brad was just so gung ho to win that on any given day he could

beat you from way back.

TBL: Who was the best foreign rider you faced?

JP: Hekki Mikkola, especially when he was on the factory Yamahas.

Decoster was always tough, but he knew when to ride hard and when

not to. Hekki was always trying so hard to beat him and the rest of us

that he deserved the title The Flying Finn. The dirtiest rider, though,

was either Falta or Toven Mosev—those guys never saw a fair race in

their lives.

TBL: In these days of big-money contracts, factory eighteen-wheelers,

and pampered riders, could a Stewart or Carmichael make it in the

world you raced in?

JP: Probably not, not just on pure talent. I know these kids train, but

the races these days are either 30- or 45-minute motos. There’s not a

second moto like there used to be, and outdoors we use to race three

45-minute or 1-hour motos a day. Overseas it was 1-hour races in some

horrible conditions. I just don’t think they are in as good a shape as

they would like to convince everyone they are. But I will say that for

the fans the new supercross is one heck of a show, just purely from that

standpoint.

TBL: Who’s the best racer you ever saw, beside yourself?

JP: Brad Lackey, Decoster, Aberg, Joel Roberts, Mikkola. In the years

I raced, any one of these riders on any given day was good enough to

be world champion. Today you don’t have that many in the field who

could do that.

TBL: Well, Jim, I would like to take the time to thank you for this

interview. I’m sure it will give our readers an insight into what MX

was before it became all big jumps and flashy show.

JP: Well, thanks for letting me talk.

I would like to thank both of the Daves, Becky, and Russ for the

wonderful time I had at Classic Motorcycles, as well as for the chance

to interview this MX legend. For now, this is Killer, signing off.
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Need a fun part time job

think about working for the

biking life, you’ll get paid for

hanging out with folks like

you.

Do you like to write or take pictures
or preferrably both for fun, then The
Biking Life magazine may have some
opportunities for you for more info
call (618) 531-0432.



Tattoo of the MonthTattoo of the MonthTattoo of the MonthTattoo of the MonthTattoo of the Month

This months tat of the month belongs to John

Church of J.C. Custom Colors in Pontoon

Beach, IL. The tat was done by Eric who I

believe is currently at Flaming Don’s in Granite

City. This ink represents Eric’s interpretation of

John’s inner child and if it is I think we can see

that John has some demons to deal with but

don’t we all. This was done a year ago Sept

11th but has no significance to that date.

Do you have a cool tattoo or one with a good

story behind it? If so send us a pic and a de-

scription to tats@thebikinglife.com.
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