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Letter from the Publisher
by Jim Furey
A New Year begins and with
it comes new hopes, dreams,
and aspirations. So it is with
this magazine. I am looking
forward to 2006. Dedicated
readers have seen how we
have been constantly growing
in size as well as in the
numbers of magazines we
distribute. I am sure that trend will continue in the year
ahead with your support. It means a lot to me when your
organizations invite us to share time with you.
The past year has been rewarding, and once again the
publication was blessed. These blessings came in several
areas—first, we welcomed Henbo to our staff. He does a
great job covering the Lake of the Ozarks area for us, and I
hope you have enjoyed reading his stories as much as I
have. Near the end of the year, we welcomed Nicole and
Greg Shafer into the small family that is The Biking Life as
staff writers. During the past year we have also published
stories from several of our readers, including Mike Bertolini
and Gary Peco from the Missouri Mules. We appreciate
those submissions no end, and we like to give our readers a
voice to express themselves. So please, continue to send in
your stories, and remember: just because you don’t see them
right away doesn’t mean we won’t print them. Although it
may take us a while, we almost always print readers’ stories.
The magazine was able to grow through your readership,
coupled with the many businesses that have entrusted us
with their advertising dollars. I hope you like the magazine.
I’m pretty sure many of you do, because that is what you
tell me when I’m out. I once again ask you to continue to
patronize our advertisers. As the New Year dawns, we have
new advertisers coming on board, including Yucko’s (heck,
Debby is famous, and we are honored). If you run a business
or offer a service, please consider us as a way to reach your
fellow bikers.
Although the past year has been good, there have been some
sad times as well. I lost a couple of friends this year, and I
know many of you lost friends and family as well. If you
would like, we will memorialize these folks—just send us
a picture and what you would like to be said. I also urge all
of you to be vigilant this year. I do this in the hope that
none of us loses someone near to us in the coming year. To
all of you I offer our staff’s best wishes for a safe, happy,
and prosperous year ahead, and I look forward to seeing
you out on the road or at some event during 2006.
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Hard Riders Christmas Party Continues Tradition of
Good Times
by Al “Slow Talker” Wilson

though it was one of the nastiest days of the year, several
bikes could be seen parked out front.
The Hard Riders host a Fall Fling, which I’ve also
attended. It’s one hell of a party as well. That is what this
group likes to do: party and ride. With all that said, this
story is actually about their annual Christmas party. This
year’s party was held at the VFW hall in Arnold,
Missouri. The Hard Riders provided food and music by
My Other Brother Darrell, and the VFW operated a cash
bar. Although there weren’t huge numbers at the party, it
was a fun group with lots of familiar faces. I visited with
many of the friends I’d met through the Hard Riders and
enjoyed the good tunes played by the band.

What is one of the things bikers look forward to every
week? Well, if you are like many St. Louis area riders,
Thursday night means time to check out the Hard Riders
Hotline and find out where this group of kindred spirits is
meeting this week. This hardy group of bikers gets
together almost every week of the year, although at some
times only a few brave souls actually ride their
motorcycles to the gatherings. In addition to their weekly
outings, they also host several fun events throughout the
year. During one outing last spring at Helen Fitzgerald’s,
the skies just opened up, but a large group still gathered
there for the event and its huge 50/50 payout. Even

Numerous attendance prizes were donated by the Hard
Riders and given away, and many of them were pretty
darn nice. The group is a non-profit organization: for a
mere $5 a year, you get a card that—in addition to
getting you into their events either free or at reduced
cost—entitles you to discounts and special deals at some
of the sponsors of the group and its Hotline.
Throughout 2005, I was busy on most Thursday
evenings, so I was not able to get to many of the rides,
although I did take part in a couple near the end of
October. These are fun: a great way to meet other riders
and see many of St. Louis’s sharpest motorcycles. The
Hard Riders include riders of all skill levels and bike
types; several of the area’s bike builders and wrenches
like D.J. Weil from Big Boyz attend the events as well.
This gives you an opportunity for the price of a beer to
pick their brains on ideas to upgrade the performance or
looks of your bike. I urge all of you who enjoy riding to
come out and see for yourselves what the Hard Riders
are all about. For more information, call (314) 340 –
2000.
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CUSTOMS ON THE STRIP
By Henbo

When thinking of custom builders, one tends to think about
guys like Kim Suter, the Teutels, Jesse James, Rick Fairless
and all of the others on TV or at the big bike shows. How
about the famous J.D. Kudart from Missouri? Well maybe
not famous, but if you didn’t know he had built a bike, you
would think it was a bike from one of the big name guys.
J.D. and his wife Jan are the owners of CUSTOM
MOTORCYCLE CREATIONS in Lake Ozark, MO, on the
strip. In business since 2000, J.D. has built some damn nice
bikes from ground to finish. The only thing he doesn’t do
is the seat. From Ottumwa, Iowa, where at the age of 14 he
started screwing around with a Cushman scooter, then a
BSA, Triumph and a Sportster, J.D. then began working
on bikes for his buds in his garage. He moved to the lake
in 1982 after leaving Iowa and his job at John Deere. In
addition to owning a boat rental business, J.D. worked on
street rods and bikes before deciding to go into the bike biz
full time.

The custom build is J.D.’s main business with about 5 a
year going out the door. The time in the shop also goes to
service, refits and customizing. He employs 2 full-time

guys that do work in those areas as well as help him in the
build as needed. If you drive buy the shop, you can see
some of the work in the front showroom. As of this writing,
he has a big custom chopper on the table that is about 30%
done. When complete, it will have a devil theme, 300 rear
tire, 50% rake with 9% in the tree, and the frame set up
with the oil running through it. We will keep you updated
on the build progress in the next several issues. J.D. has
won best of show at the K.C. Easy Rider show and rides
his own orange chopper around when time permits. Jan,
his wife, also rides and they have a beautiful softail for
sale in the back of this issue. Check it out.
Obviously, you have to know what the hell you are doing
to be able to think up, design, create and then build an idea
from the ground up, take a look at J.D.’s bikes and you will
see that he does just that. He has been a busy guy and his
shop on the strip is a gathering point for rides, benefits,
barbeques and a stop for me coming into town after working
up a thirst driving or riding into town. If you out-of-towners
take a trip to the Lake of the Ozarks, stop and see what he
has going on. It is a cool place to take a break and see his
latest creation while walking around on the strip. So if you
want a hand-built bike that is a completely in-house custom,
don’t think that our good ol’ boys from Missouri via Iowa
can’t do the job. CUSTOM MOTORCYCLE CREATIONS
can build a nice toy for you without the big name price.
LOMA TOY DRIVE Dec 3, 2005
LAKE OF THE OZARKS MOTORCYCLE
ASSOCIATION had a barbeque and toy collection for
Candyland which gives toys to needy lake area children.
The Rotary Club of Lake Ozark sponsors Candyland and
LOMA wanted to help out. Numerous toys were collected

or purchased by LOMA members and donated to the cause.
As always, it was another good reason to get together, hang
out and have a good time. Founding members Bill and
Terry Beezely, Jan and J.D.Kudart and Jim Modic, have
seen the association grow and help out the area in various
ways.
LOMA is currently at about 70 members and has monthly
meetings to discuss business, plan activities and of course,
enjoy some adult libations. Thanks to all that attended,
thanks to J.D. for use of the shop and thanks also to those
who brought the goodies.
WONDERFUL JANUARY
HAPPY NEW YEAR and good riding to those who have
thick enough skin to hit the pavement, one big thing I like
about biking over boating is that those damn boats get put
to bed and do not get up till the chance for a freeze is over.
However, I will crank up my Harley if it gets over 45 and
the wind ain’t blowin’ too hard. Then back in the shed. No
worries about a cracked block, re-winterizing and stale gas.
The bad thing is I don’t get to see all those little city girls
drinking up the magic potion and getting the courage to
show those brand new hoots to the horn dogs out there.
They are sooo proud of em, ain’t they?? I must say that
I’m glad that they are proud of them things. But the ladies
don’t seem to think that January is a good time for that
kind of exposure. A little cold air won’t hurt ‘em girlies, so
let dem puppies out in January too! Maybe a bike show or
two will open up the imagination of the females in the crowd
and they’ll realize that it is a slow time right now. We biker
and boater guys need some excitement, if even for only a
brief moment in time. Oh, guys, maybe buying a few drinks
will help.
..
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Local Troops Make It Home in Time for Christmas
by Jim Furey

December 16 was a great day for the 145 members of the
892nd Transportation Company from Belleville, Illinois. The
reason for this? Unlike their counterparts from WWII who
said they’d be home for Christmas if only in their dreams,
these brave folks didn’t have to dream about it. They were
finally allowed to join their friends and families at home
for Christmas. These true American heroes left Belleville
53 weeks ago to serve their country, as so many of us have
done before.
Last year they spent Christmas in Iraq, delivering supplies
and necessary materials throughout that country so we could
enjoy the holiday with our friends and families. Is it part of
their job as reservists? Absolutely, but it is a job fewer and
fewer are willing to pick up. If one looks back in history, it
was the nobility, the landed gentry that defended their
nations. Today, that task falls to courageous young men
and women from the middle class and below who accept
the challenge.

These soldiers were welcomed back home with a very nice
turnout at Southwest Illinois College. In attendance were
dignitaries such as Thomas Holbrook, the local state
representative, and Mark Eckert, the mayor of Belleville,
Illinois. These gentlemen, along with the Battalion
Commander and Units Commander, lauded the efforts of
the young veterans. In all they logged more than one million
miles without a casualty or an accident. There were
numerous incidents where their lives were in danger, but
miraculously none were injured.
The speakers all kept their remarks brief so that the family
reunions could finally take place. The emotions of the day
affected all who were there that day. I saw some other locals
waving the flag, including John Waldron, the owner of
Caddy Shack in Caseyville, Illinois, and Papa Wheelies
in Trenton, Illinois. It is people like John who put teeth
into the phrase “We Support the Troops”—something that
is so easy to say and more difficult to put into action. When
I was on active duty from September 2001 to September
2002, I heard stories of citizens buying meals at restaurants
for troops who were grabbing a bite to eat after a day of
protecting us all. During this holiday season and throughout
the New Year, I ask you to thank those who are veterans or
still currently serving, and to look for some way to truly
support the troops, who do so much. The conditions they
face during the current conflict are very primitive and there
are so many simple things that can help so much, so please
do what you can.
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Bikers Step Up for March of Dimes
by Jim Furey

For major events you plan and coordinate all year long.
You go to meetings and talk to business leaders and all
manner of groups to get the word out about what you are
trying to pull off. So it was this year for the March of Dimes
Ride, formerly known as Bikers for Babies. You try to
mitigate the effects of so many things with contingency
plans, but some things, like the weather, aren’t under human
control. I have taken part in this event for years and the
weather has always cooperated, but this year the event was
dampened by the after-effects of Hurricane Rita.
The immediate effects of such natural disasters can be seen
on TV, but you cannot imagine the ripples caused by these
weather events. I got up on the morning of September 25
and decided that Joy and I would go, but that we would
drive and not ride. On the way over we saw many accidents
and were held up in traffic as they were cleared. Finally we
arrived at the Family Arena in St. Charles, Missouri; I was
truly impressed by all the people there, particularly the
volunteers. We signed up and then checked out the
grounds—although the weather was awful, many riders still
came out to show their support.
We checked out the vendor area and saw our friends from
Fog Hollow. Gary Meyer and his family and staff are among
the biggest supporters of bikes and all things motorcycleoriented around. In addition to that they have some of the
best prices every day at their store in Pacific, Missouri; if
you can’t make it out there, visit their web site. Black Jack
Leathers was there as well, and DJ from Big Boyz Custom
Cycles (builders of the Baddest Bike Around) was trying
to decide whether to set up his area. The Professor was
there as well, with his large line of glasses and other
accessories. Food and great live music were available for
all those who braved the weather to show up.
The announcements and other events took place on stage.
As the skies cleared briefly, I thought, “Maybe the weather
gods will smile on us and we’ll get this in despite the earlier

gloomy conditions.” However, as the riders were preparing
to mount up, the skies opened up again and officials from
MODOT asked that the ride be canceled. The event
organizers went along with this recommendation, and more
food and adult beverages were made available.

I spoke with the main organizer, who took these obstacles
particularly hard. I told her that the number of people who
showed up at all was an awesome testament to all the hard
work she had put in to benefit the Ride. Though the Ride
was canceled, the unfortunate thing is that the need wasn’t—
it is as alive as it was before. Birth defects don’t care that
hurricanes strike. I ask you here and now to visit the March
of Dimes web site at www.marchofdimes.com/missouri to
make a donation. The March of Dimes needs to make up
the shortfall the weather caused, so please remember it is
for the babies.
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A New Resolution
by Jim Waters, President
Good News Riders, St. Louis, Missouri
As I was out in the garage, looking over the
condition of my bike, I started thinking about how many
miles we’d ridden this year, the people we’d met, and the
places we’d been. I thought about how God has blessed
this year with ministry opportunities and how excited I am
and looking forward to next year’s riding season. I also
remembered my brothers and sisters who won’t ever ride
with me again on this Earth, that are with the Lord and
riding on those streets of gold.
To prepare for riding each spring, I always put my
bike up on the jack and check the tires, brakes, and lights,
making sure everything’s in good condition. At this time, I
also prepare myself spiritually for the next riding season. I
need this quiet time to refresh myself. Just as we must
prepare our bikes, we must prepare ourselves and be ready
for a New Year.
At the start of this and every year, we make new
resolutions and plan what we want to accomplish or renew.
It sometimes becomes our “To Do List” for the months to
come. We reflect on what changes we need to make in order
to better our lives or the lives of those we love. We need to
take a hard look at what should be first on our list—what is
the top priority. Some of us have tried drugs, alcohol,
marriage, money, friends, bikes, sex, etc. as ways to
happiness. These may help temporarily, but they never last.
They either leave us needing more or with an empty feeling.
I ask you to make Jesus your top priority this year. Only
Jesus’ love changes us from the inside out. When we accept
Jesus, He takes away the old and gives us a new outlook:
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the
old has gone, the new has come” (2 Corinthians 5:17 NIV).
All we have to do is ask. We are all very special to
God. God has made each of us unique, and we are each
created for Him and for each other. He tells us: “For we are
God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good
works, which God prepared in advance for us to do”
(Ephesians 2:10 NIV). We just have to ask Him to help us.
Please consider asking Jesus into your life and starting 2006
as a new person in Him.
If you’re not sure how to do this, ask any Christian biker at
your next rally or contact one of us. The State Coordinator
for Missouri is Jim (Becky) Oliver, 636-332-6814,
oliver8050@aol.com; and the Illinois State Coordinator is
Don (Vicky) Brown, 217-629-8938, vdBrown77@aol.com.
For more information about CMA, you can contact either
of the above or call me at 314-434-2282.

home of the hottest bartenders
and the coldest beer
get your tail(gator) here
this is a great appetizer
tues 11 - 7 $1.75 longnecks
Happy hour 4 -7 mon - fri
appetizer specials 5 - 7 mon - fri
keno and lottery available
texas hold’em saturdays
at 12, 3 and 6 PM
karaoke fri and sat at 9 Pm
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The Chicken Dance—It’s Not Just for Weddings
Anymore
by Jim Furey

The Road Raptors Riding Club (based in Fairview Heights,
Illinois) invited me to the Chicken and Beer Dance they
were hosting in conjunction with their meeting place—the
Fairview Heights VFW. I had never been to a Chicken and
Beer Dance before, so I readily accepted. Although this type
of dance was new to me, I am well acquainted with the
Road Raptors: they are a very active riding club and lots of
fun.
The appointed night arrived, so Joy and I got ready and off
we went. The parking lot at the VFW hall was full by the
time we got there. Apparently everyone knew how exciting
this evening was going to be. We said ‘Hello’ to all our
friends and acquaintances. Included in these folks were
members of several local clubs, including our good friends
the Motorheads. We found a place to sit, and I got us a
couple of beverages.

The live music was provided by a blues band that laid down
some pretty tight tunes. A lot of the partiers were dancing
and really enjoying the band. I apologize for not being sure,

but I think the name of the band was Shaky Ground. After
the band played for a while, the chicken was served. It was
very good, although I did learn something: you need to
bring side dishes if you want them. Still, between the
chicken and the light rye bread that was served, I got filled
up. After the initial serving of the chicken, the band picked
up again.

We joined the dancers for several numbers, and like
everyone else generally had a great time. Whenever the
band took a break, members of the Road Raptors drew
numbers for all the attendance prizes that had been donated,
some of which were truly awesome. I had a great time, and
so did all the other attendees I talked to. I thank Rich, Don,
and all the other members of the Raptors for inviting us,
and I’m already looking forward to this event next year.
One last thing that impressed me was the ‘Thank You’ note
sent out by Rich (the group’s president) to all those who
attended; the note listed all the donors and urged us to
patronize them. So, if you are looking for a good time,
watch for next year’s Road Raptors/VFW Chicken and Beer
Dance.
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Something Completely Different
by Rich Aubuchon
Because I’m out of ideas, I’ve decided to write this
month’s column in the style of the great Larry King.
So, while reading, picture me with Coke-bottle glasses,
suspenders, and a raspy tobacco-laden voice.
I’m not a big fan of soup, yet somebody’s buying it. I
wish I could understand why soup is so popular... If
given a choice between healthy testicals and a million
dollars cash, I’d take the good ‘nads every time... It
must be really tough for midgets to find clothes at a
thrift store.. I might be going out on a limb, but I don’t
think “Osama” is going to be a very popular baby name
this year... Sometimes I have to remind myself- all
that glitters is not gold, and all that squirms and begs
for its life isn’t that drifter I picked up outside Tahoe...I
saw Bella Abzug at the Rainbow Room over the
weekend, and let me tell you, she still knows how to
wear those hats... Here’s an idea whose time has
come: edible Q-Tips... It’s become my latest
obsession. For the past few weeks, I can’t quit
wondering whatever happened to the guy that played
Horshack... For my birthday, my friends pitched in and
got me a sweater. I would have rather had a moaner
or a screamer, but you take what you can get... I don’t
have to tell you that Yo Yo Ma is a wonderful cellist,
but I can’t help thinking he doesn’t get much tail. I
think he should make a rap album. He could call
himself Yo Ma Ma... Call me a softy, but there’s nothing
I like better than going to the park and watching the
children jump and scream. They don’t know I’m using
blanks...I just can’t get enough nougat... I saw the
newest Star Wars movie. If the world is ever taken
over by Wookies, remind me to invest in a shampoo
company... You heard it here first, friends: there was
more to the Kennedy assassination than meets the
eye... It sure would be nice if Pete Townshend would
put down the kiddy porn for a few months and record
a new album... I had a dream I was eating a giant
marshmallow. When I woke up, my pillow was
gone...Anybody heard from Joaquin Andujar lately?
Speaking of baseball, how about them Expos? I think
this might finally be their year... If you’ve never had
really good tilapia, you’re missing out... Whichever
side of the Evolution/Creationism debate you are on,
you have to admit there’s no explaining Carrot Top...
They say sex is like chili, and they’re correct. The best
part of each is passing gas afterwards... There’s no
denying that Jane Fonda still looks terrific, but her
book is a steaming pile of camel dung... Mark my

words, folks: I’ve solved the energy crisis, and the
answer is simple: burning the fat of executed
prisoners... If I get drafted, I hope it’s by the Swiss
Army. They never run out of can openers... I like what
I see out of Pope Benedict, but if they ever decide to
have an American Pope, I hope it’s one of the
“Wazzup” guys... Here’s a puzzler for you. Ralph
Waldo Emerson’s advice for living was “simplify,
simplify”. Why didn’t he just use one “simplify”... For
my money, there’s only one newscaster worth a darn
and his name is Jack Van Impe... There’s only one
word for a brilliant, talented actress like Angelina Jolie,
and that word is: Melons... Say what you like about
crystal meth, it’s the best drug value around... Next
time you’re downtown, count the number of people in
suits. It will help you pass the time while you’re being
panhandled... If I’m ever gunned down and left to die
in a pool of my own blood, I think a funny prank to
play on the police would be to scrawl “The killer is__”,
and let them go nuts thinking about how close I came
to telling them... Take it from me, gang. When you’re
in the mood for elephants, there’s no better place than
the Zoo... Somebody should invent a skin cream that
doubles as pancake syrup... Andy Warhol once said
that in the future, everybody will be famous for 15
minutes. Andy had it wrong. In the future, everybody
will have their own bobblehead... Could somebody
please tell me why nobody has shot the Blue Man
Group... I started taking one of those prescription diet
pills. The commercial said side effects include frequent
bowel movements and an inability to control them.
Since I’ve already got that problem, I might as well be
thin... Do you suppose Clown College has a good
philosophy department?

Veteran’s Day P
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Swap Meet to Return to Belleville
by Al “Slow Talker” Wilson

Ever wonder where to get that part for your latest
motorcycle project or where to find some of the best prices
on leathers and accessories? Well, you can find the answer
to both of those questions several times a year at the B & G
Promotions Swap Meets at the Belle-Clair Fairgrounds in
Belleville, Illinois. This past September 24 was the final
meet for 2005, and it didn’t disappoint. The usual awesome
array of vendors was there. Popular vendors include Fog
Hollow, with their selection of new and used parts to help
you with all your customizing needs, and Black Jack
Leathers—Dan and Karen offer the best prices on all things
leather and they will make sure it fits you perfectly. Both
vendors take pride in their customer service. I would also

be remiss if I didn’t mention Tony Rusteberger, owner of
American Performance Motorcycles. Not only does Tony
offer the best prices around on bikes as well as a staff always
working to help you get the best performance possible from
your scoot, but he also runs the bike shows that accompany
the meets.

Barry of B & G Promotions, who brings this popular event
here, moved the date to Saturday last September. The reason
for this was that Barry tries to work with everyone, so he
changed the swap meet date to accommodate Bikers for
Babies, which moved their event into September, affecting
numerous other events. The swap meet as always was a
success both from the numbers of riders I saw there and
from vendor reports of good sales. The crowd as always
was very well behaved. Barry prides himself on making
this a family-oriented event, and although a diverse mix of
people attends, he has been very successful.
If you haven’t been to the
B & G Promotions Swap
Meet, or if you haven’t
been in a while, I heartily
suggest you come and
check it out. I assure you,
you will not be
disappointed. As luck
would have it, you’ll have
a chance to do just that
very soon because
January 8, 2006, is when
the next one occurs. Hey,
it’s a Sunday in the
middle of winter, so come
on over to check out all
that is available. I’m sure
you’ll run into some of
your riding acquaintances
while you are there, and I

guarantee you will enjoy it. One last thing: if you have
things to sell, I’m pretty sure there may still be some vendor
spaces available. If interested, call (217) 864-9540 or visit
www.barrysmotorcycles.com for information.

Frank’s First Alarm Bar
7800 Virginia
(314) 638- 9272
Happy Hour Mon - Sat 11 to 6 PM
$1.25 Long Necks
Wednesday Bike Night
$1.25 Long Necks
Karaoke Sat Nights 9 - 1 AM
Always Biker Friendly with a great
wait staff to ser
ve you
serve

Oh and of course all happy swap meet goers are big fans of
The Biking Life magazine like these fine folks here. Does
anyone know who that lady in the back is? She always
tries to get in pictures.
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Club listings
.A.R.M (Association Of Recovering
Motorcyclists) Chapter 13 - Support and
brotherhood for bikers in recovery. Meeting
and event dates vary. For info contact GO at
618-521-5499 or Gofurfarm@peoplepc.com
A.B.A.T.E
Backroads Chapter - Meetings are held the
2nd Sunday of the month at 1:00 p.m. at Popa-Tops in Ellis Grove, IL. on Rt. 3 for more
information please email shev@egyptian.net
Freedom By Choice Chapter – Macon
County area our monthly chapter meetings are
held the 2nd Sunday of every month starting
at 1:00 p.m. at the DAV (unless otherwise
noted)
Great River Chapter – Meetings the second
Sunday of the month at 2:00 PM sites vary for
more info email greatriverabate@msn.com.
Missouri Chapter – Meetings are held the 3rd
Wednesday of the month at 7:00 PM at the
V.F.W. 10817 Midland, St. Louis, MO for more
info email webmaster@abateformissouri.com.
Peo-Taz Chapter – visit www.peo-taz.org for
more info
Piasa-Gateway Chapter - chapter meetings
are held the 2nd Saturday of every month
starting at 7:00 p.m. Our meetings are held at
the Edwardsville V.F.W. Post 1299 the V.F.W.
is located 7108 Marine Rd., Rte. 143 East,
Edwardsville, IL.
Prairieland Chapter - meetings are held the
3nd Sunday of every month starting at 1:00
p.m at the Prairieland ABATE Building located
at 1901 N. Railroad Av., Decatur, Illinois
St. Clair Co meetings are held on the 2nd
Thursday of each month - 7 p.m., at the
Fairview Hts. Elks Club, corner of Old Lincoln
Trail and Hwy. 161, Fairview Hts. IL.
American Cruisers - meetings are held on
the 1st Saturday of the month at Bobeck’s in
Waterloo,IL. at 9:00 a.m email tats@htc.net
for more info
Association MC Jonesboro, AR visit
www.associationmc.com for info
Bikers Against Child Abuse: East Missouri
Chapter Meets on the third Sunday of every
month At the Knights of Columbus hall on
McMenamy road, off of HWY 70 and
MidRivers Mall Drive At 10:00 am, all bikers
and bikes are welcome Call toll free 877-7738790 or visit our website www.bacausa.com
Bootleggers MC - welcomes all brands of
bikes monthly meeting First Saturday of the
month Lon Bishop (Pup) Pres 251-6160.
Please call this number for further information.
BROTHERS OF THE THIRD WHEEL,
GATEWAY CHAPTER meets the Second
Saturday of the month at 2:30 PM at Good
Times Tavern, 200 N Main St, Dupo, IL; please
check the web site for details. http://
groups.yahoo.com/group/BTW-STL-MO/
Christian Motorcycle Assn: (CMA) 2nd
Thurs 7:30pm, Fire Mountain, 8925 Watson

Rd., Crestwood, MO. Call Jim at 314-4342282
Cross Road Riders Meetings on the 2 nd
Sunday of every month at the Union, MO
public library, just off of Highway 50. Contact
Lonnie Stallmann at 636-583-4871,
llscmaer@hotmail.com or Phil Tolliver at 636239-4055 or ptolliver001@charter.net
Good News Riders 2nd Thurs 7:30 PM Ryan’s
8925 Watson Crestwood, MO. Call 636 296
3120 TTP://midwestrider.com/goodnews.jpg.
Servant Riders – meetings on the 3rd Saturday
of the month at 10:00 AM at St. Clair Bowl,
5950 Old Collinsville Road
Fairview Heights, IL. All are welcome Roger
Snyder
(618-233-3443)
e-mail:
cmariders@compu-type.net.
Semo Son Riders - www.cmausa.org
Steelhorse Prophets – www.cmausa.org
Chouteau Island Partners (Off Road MC
Group) 1st Thursday of month HTTP://
w.icss.net/~squirts/island.htm Look for Tom
Downing through the web site.
Cycle Disciples St.Louis Chapter – for more
info please visit the following websites
www. g e o c i t i e s . c o m / g r i z s 5 0 /
C y c l e D i s c i p l e s S T L . h t m l
www.cycledisciples.com/html/st_louis.html
Dream Weavers Motorcycle Club – meetings
1st Thursday of the month at the Woodriver
VFW at 7 PM visit geocities.com/
dreamweavers for more info.
Euro Motor Union of Greater St. Louis:
meetings are held at 7:30 pm 1st Tues Sports
Page Inn, Old Rte. 3 South of Dupo IL. (314)
994 1257
FOG MC – Freaking Old Guys Motorcycle
group must be 45+ to join all bikes are
welcome for info or to join email
budtrk@hotmail.com there will soon be a
website also fogmc.com.
Freedom of Road Riders:
Local 20 – meetings last Sunday of
the month 1 PM at Dexter, MO Eagles Hwy
25 North www.angelfire/mo2/road riders
Local 24 - Meetings 2nd Weds of
the month, 7:30pm at VFW Hall,
10817 Midland, St. Louis, MO
Local 25 - meetings the 4th Thursday
7:00 PM at the American Legion Hall in “Old
Town St. Peters, MO”
(636) 278-5910.
Local 32 - Meetings first Sunday of
the month 1 pm, at LeeBo’s Roadhouse
Highway 84 East, Caruthersville, MO
Local 34 – meetings third Weds of
the month at Bullwinkle’s Pub Hwys T and
60 East Poplar Bluff, MO www.forr34.org
Local 35 – Meetings on the 3rd Sat
of the month at the American Legion Hall in
Artesian Park Clinton, MO at 5:00 PM
Local 38 - meetings the 1st Sunday
of the month 11:30 AM at TJ’S Bar & Grill
Hwys 61/67 & Z in Pevely, MO
(636) 464-2941.

Local 42 - meetings the last Weds
of the month 6:30 PM at Roadhouse 100, 2763
Hwy 100, Gray Summit, MO
636-629-1390.
Freedom Riders – welcomes all bikers and
bikes to come ride with them email to
Ride4JC1@aol.com for more info.
Gateway X-treme Riders Assoc - STL MO
area including Metro East IL Club is primarily
for owners/riders of Honda VTX cruisers. All
bikes are welcome. Web site: http://
groups.yahoo.com/group/gatewayvtx
Gold
Wing
Road
Riders
Association GWRRA Have various meeting
locations in the Metro St. Louis Area. Check
out
the
one
nearest
you
at
www.stlouisgwrra.homestead.com
Honda Sport touring Assn. St Louis area 1st
Sat; South Central MO 2nd Sat, Please join
us at any time Warm weather meet at
Chesterfield Valley Power Sports off hwy
40 West of Boone’s Crossing Exit at 9am Kick
stands up at 9:30. Garth Haubner at (636) 928
6939 Email: ghaubner@juno.com or Tom
Trieschmann by E-mail ttriesch@inlink.com
Illinois Motorcyclists Rights Association - an
organization that concentrates on the street
riders’ rights Website is ilmotorcyclists.org
LOMA (Lake Ozark Motorcycle
Association) Events/Rides Hotline (573) 4807433
Marion Roadrunners Riders Group – an all
bike, rider group that gets together on Sundays
and rides, meetings are held on the 3rd Tuesday
of the month at 7pm at the Eagles Hall in
Marion, IL. The meetings are open to every
one. More info as well as events are available
on
their
web
site
www.marionroadrunners.com.
MidSouth Riders - Northwest Tennessee
www.midsouthriders.com
Midwest Trail Riders Assn. Email
mtra@ridemtra.com www.ridemtra.com Event
hotline (314) 314 434 5095
Midwest Cafe Racing Assn-Ride Line (314)
481 8078 Email Rideline@mcraracing.com
or www.mcraracing.com
Missouri Road Dogs - Sikeston, MO, e-mail
Moroaddog@aol.com for more information
Norton Owners Club -Interested parties can
contact me directly at my address
shurst01@mail.win.org or
http://
groups.yahoo.com/group/gnoa
Outlanders – All motorcycle brand, family
oriented org promoting fun events without
negative attitudes, drugs or alcohol. Meetings
are the last Sunday of the month at 1:00 PM at
the TRY Club, 655 Berkshire, East Alton, IL
Patriots MC Paragould AR call Don (870) 240
– 3925.
Reelfoot Lake Night Riders - Tipton, TN
www.reelfootlakenightriders.com
River Road Riders, All Brand Motorcycle
Club meetings are held the 2nd Weds of the
month at the Alton Sports Tap 7:00 PM

Road Raptors Riding Club meets at Fairview Heights, IL VFW Hall
on Rte. 159 at 7:00 PM first Wednesday of the month all bike brands
welcome, for additional club information. http://www.r3c.org
Road Riders for Jesus Chapter 5 - Meetings 3rd Thursday of each month
at Alphonzo’s 2 Schibert Ct. in Maryville IL. We eat at 6:30 PM and
start meeting at 7:00 PM. All bikes welcome. Web site: http://
www.roadridersforjesus.org/
Road Riders for Jesus Belleville Chapter- Belleville Chapter, meets
every 2nd Tuesday, 6:30pm, Meeting starts at 7:00pm. at Crehan’s Irish
Pub 6413 West Main Street Belleville, Illinois For more info contact
Glenn “Hogdaddy” Grigsby at 618-972-5875
Road Riders for Jesus (RRJ) Warterloo Chapter meets 1st Tuesday
of each month at Arby’s, 721 N. Market St. Waterloo IL. We eat at
6:00 p.m., meeting starts at 7:00 p.m. For more information see website
www.roadridersforjesus.org
Road Rebels Riding Club – An all brand riding club, for more info
about the club email President Rick”Grumpy”White
roadrebelgrump@yahoo.com or 618-972-4951
Shadow Riders of Greater St. Louis MO. WWW.Shadowridersstl.com meet on 4th Tues of month at Manchester Elks lodge at 7pm
(314) 477 9976 ext 772.
Southern Breed Kennett, MO Chapter – For info visit
www.southernbreed.com.
Southern Cruisers Chapter 47 – St Louis, MO E-Mail john.platten@swbell.net for more info.
Columbia Chapter – visit the website www.southerncruisers.net or
email midlam69@aol.com
Southern Illinois Star Riders meet the first Sunday of each month in
Collinsville, IL. Contact wizardandangel@yahoo.com or visit
autos.groups.yahoo.com/group/southernillinoisstarriders/
Southwest Illinois Ronin Riding Club – meets the 1st Saturday of
each month at Noon at various area locations. Ride follows monthly
meeting. This is an all-brand riding club, call Bonedaddy @ 618-6967768 or Trainwreck @ 618-973-6405 for meeting location or more
information.
http://autos.groups.yahoo.com/group/
SW_Illinois_Ronin_RC/
St Louis Motorcycle Club meets the 2nd Thursday of the month at
Goff-Moll American Legion Hall, 2721 Collier, Brentwood, MO.
Meeting time is 7:30 PM and all are welcome call (314) 771-7100 or
visit www.yahoo.com/group/STLMC for more info.
Vendetta’s M/C, Bootheel Chapter - P.O. Box 831,Doniphan, MO
63935 Kzkat1420@gmail.com
Veterans of Vietnam M/C-VoVMC Membership is open to all
Honorably Discharged Vietnam Era Veterans.
http://www.vovma.org/VOVMA.html
Vietnam Veterans M/C – for more information on this club email
them at vnvmcillusa@yahoo.com
Vietnam Vet’s M/C USA MO (314) 440-1033
Women On Wheels Heartland Chapter meetings are the 4th Weds of
the month at 7:00 PM For the meeting location see their website at
www.heartlandwow.org.

Decatur IL HOG Chapter meetings are held on the second Tuesday
of each month at 6:30pm in the dealership.
Festus Mo. HOG Chapter 1st Wed of month, 7:30 at Surdyke Harley
Davidson 2435 Highway 67, Festus, MO. Please call the dealership
for more info (636) 931 8700.
Gateway to the West HOG Chapter 3rd Thurs of the month 8:00 PM
at Gateway to the West Harley Davidson, 3600 Lemay Ferry Rd., St.
Louis, MO, LOH meets the 4th Tuesday of the month at the Blarney
Stone 4333 Telegraph Rd. at 7:30 PM for more info go to
www.gatewayhog.org.
Kirkwood Mo. Chapter 2nd Tuesday of the month at Goff-Moll
American Legion Hall, 2721 Collier, Brentwood, MO. The LOH
meeting is held at Culpeppers, 312 S Kirkwood, Kirkwood, MO on the
first Thursday of month. Everyone is welcome. Contact (314) 544
HAUG or www.Kirkwoodhog.com.
River Roads HOG Chapter 1st Wednesday of the month. 6pm
Social / 7pm Business Meetings alternate between TNT Action
Sports (Chapter Sponsor at 5101 Oak Street, Quincy) and Tri-State
area establishments. For more info www.rrchog.com or call
217.224.1004
Springfield IL HOG Chapter Meetings are held the second
Wednesday of each month @ 7:00 pm, at Breaktime
St Charles HOG Chapter: 3rd Tues of the month 7 pm at St.
Charles Moose Lodge 2705 Interstate 70 or visit
www.stcharleshog.com or email webmaster@stcharleshog.com .

If your club or organization would like to be listed here please send
an email to clubs@thebikinglife.com

Harley Owners Groups HOG
Alton, IL. HOG Chapter 4th Thurs of month 7:30 PM at Alton Sports
Tap Route 140 & Route 3 Alton, IL..... Ladies of Harley 4th Thurs also
at Alton Sports Tap, Banquet room.
Belleville, IL HOG Chapter 3rd Wed of month, 7:30 PM at the ELKS
club at corner of Route 161 and Lincoln Trail in Fairview Heights, IL.
Call dealership if you have questions (618) 277 8864.
WWW.Friezeharley-davidson.com.
Bourbeuse Vally HOG Chapter 2nd Sunday of the month, 10:30 AM at
Borbeuse Valley Harley-Davidson 1418 Hwy AT, Villa Ridge meets
inside the old store call (636) 451-0106 for more info or directions.

Do you go to motor
cycle events and like to
motorcycle
take pictur
es or maybe write a little bit. If
pictures
you would like to see yourself published
then send it in to The Biking Life. If interested send us an email and we can tell you
our guidelines.
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Biker Friendly
Establishments
Illinois
Alton/Grafton/Wood River
Cellar Room Tavern, 2704 E.
Broadway, Alton, IL (618) 465-9874
Danny’s Lounge, 118 W. 4th St., Alton,
IL (618) 462-6787
Fast Eddie’s Bon-Air, 1530 E. 4th St.,
Alton, IL (618) 462-5532
The Loading Dock, 400 Front
St, Grafton, IL (618) 786-3494
Porky’s, 1543 E Edwardsville
Rd, Wood River, IL (618) 2549380
Woodstock Lounge, 638
Broadway, Alton, IL
Wild Goose Saloon, 1505 W.
Main St, Grafton, IL, (618)
786-8888
Belleville
Crehan’s Irish Pub, 6413 W.
Main St. (618) 394-1300
Dutch Hollow Barn, 533
Dutch Hollow Rd. (618) 2355868
Linda Lou’s 1310 Dutch
Hollow Rd (formerly H’s
Bar)
Mitch and Nancy’s League Lounge,
1501 W Main St (618) 277-3643
Robin’s Nest, 1614
Mascoutah Ave. (618) 2347432, karaoke every Fri-Sat
9:30 to 1:30 AM
Sheridan’s Frozen Custard,
5326 N Illinois St, Fairview
Heights, IL
The Antique House, 3701 W.
Main St. (618) 235-3434
TR’S Place 4901 Concordia
Rd., (618) 277-7135
Cahokia/Sauget/Dupo
Brandy Inn: 103 Water St.
(618) 337-1101 Always Biker
Friendly
Chooper Chairs (618) 531 3222
Derby Al’s Diner: 2845 Camp
Jackson Rd.
Carmi
Danny’s Pool Room: 119 E
Main Street in Carmi, IL (618)
382-9987
Caseyville
Caddyshack Saloon, 2865 N. 89th St,
(618) 397-4704 Friendly bartenders

Collinsville/Edwardsville
American Pride Collision 427 East
Main St, C’Ville (618) 345-7872, We
can fix your bike too.
Good Times, 834 S Morrison, C’Ville,
IL
Our Place, 704 Henry St, Edwardsville,
IL (6187) 655-1255
Granite City
Gabby’s Bar & Grill, 1800
State St. (618) 452-2009
Jacksonville
Don’s Place, 207 W Morgan
St, (217) 243-2112
Maryville
Sharky’s Sports Bar, 2537
Vandalia, (618) 344-0826
Granite City/Pontoon Beach
The Village Inn, 4015 Pontoon
Rd., Pontoon Beach (618) 9314497
Mt. Vernon
Players: 300 S 9th - 1 block
off the square(rt.37&rt.15)
New Baden
Outside Inn, 423 W. Hanover (Hwy
161), (618) 588-4672
Old Shawneetown
Hogdaddys Saloon: Main St
in Old Shawneetown, IL (618)
922-1389
Quincy, IL/Hannibal, MO
area
Booters 112 W Main St, Mt
Sterling, IL (217) 773-2381
Hard Times II 305 S Ohio,
Camp Point, IL (217) 5937733
Kelly’s (A fun Place to Eat
and Drink), 2902 Broadway
(217) 222-5579
Long Branch Saloon, New
Canton, IL (217) 426-2022
River House Restaurant and
Bar 238 North Front St. (217)
224-6888
Sparky’s, 221 N 5th St, (217)
224-7527
Sportsman’s Club 111 N
Capitol Ave., Mt Sterling, IL
(217) 773-9096
The Other Place, 105 S Main
St, Hannibal, MO (573) 2214114
The Back Porch, 715 Oak,
Quincy, IL (217) 223-8800
The Office, 717 Mortimer,
Barry, IL (217) 335-3193

Southwestern Illinois
Falling Springs Club, 2200
LePere Ln. Dupo, IL (618)
286-4440, music on weekends
Fountain Inn, 1912 Fountain
Rd. Valmeyer, IL (618) 9352266
Freda’s Bar, 2071 Main St
Renault, IL.
Frog’s Sports Club, 707 Davis
St. Ferry Road, East Carondolet
(618) 286-9988
Gallagher’s Get-A-Way, 102
S. Richland, Freeburg, IL
(618) 539-5208
Georgia’s Place, 415 Vine St,
Eldred, IL
Gert’s Place Bar and Grill Ill
Rtes 3 & 149 Gorham, IL (618)
763-9254
Good Tymes Bar and Grill, 200 N. Main
St. Dupo, IL (618) 286-9693
Just Sue’s Tavern, Evansville,
IL (618) 853-4425
Karban’s Knotty Pine, 4569
Buss Branch Rd., Waterloo, IL
(618) 473-9954
L & D Patio, Bar & Grill Hwy
3 McClure, IL 62957 618-6619106
Lisa’s Bar and Grill, Prairie
DuRocher, IL (618) 284-3374
Old Shamrock Tavern, Hwys
13 & 156, New Athens, IL
(618) 475-9263
“Papa” Wheelie’s, Old Rte
50, Trenton, IL (618) “ A full
throttle sports bar”
Rick’s Corner, 201 S Union St
Staunton (618) 635-3088
S & J Main Street, 608 N. Main St.
Columbia, IL, (618) 281-9997.
Sporto’s Pub & Grill, 211 S. Main
Street, Red Bud, IL (618) 282-7956
The Dawg Haus 102 S. Main
St. New Douglas, IL 217-4567072
Willie’s Corner, 128 W.
Market, Red Bud, Ill 62278
Springfield
Grman’s Harley Davidson
Repair: 310 W. Browning Rd
(217) 522-2557
Knuckleheads, 2000 Peoria
Rd., 62702 (217) 789-1488
Pony Keg Leathers: 2026 S
11th St (217) 544-3774 Harley
repair/Leather goods

The Cove 1616 N Dirksen Pkwy (217) 753-1760
Missouri
Arnold
21 Rock, #1 Meramec Heights (636) 282-7228
featuring live music every weekend Barnhart
Your Payday Advance Co., 7125 Metropolitan Blvd,
Ste 106 (636) 467-5447
Charlack
John & Judy’s Charlack Pub: 8334 Lackland Rd., Rock Bands
Fri and Sat Nights (314) 423-8119
Defiance
Terry and Kathy’s - Defiance, MO on Hwy. 94 about 9 miles
south of Hwy 40
Fenton
That One Place: 1005 Majestic Dr in Fenton, MO
(636) 861-1902
Florissant
Class Act Tattoo and Body Piercing, 11629 West
Florissant Rd., Florissant, MO (314) 972-0707
Fredericktown
Little Joe’s Bar and Grill, 1317 Hwy OO (573) 7835452
Gray Summit
Roadhouse 100, 2763 Highway 100 (636) 451-2007
Hazelwood
Jack’s Iron Horse Bar and Grill: 12950 St Charles
Rock Rd in Hazelwood, MO (314) 209-1280
Lake of the Ozarks Area
Backwater Jacks Lakeside Bar & Grill Lake Rd. to
Beach Dr (573) 348-6639
Cheeks Bar & Grill at the Square, Camdenton, MO
(573) 346-5400
Filling Station Pub & Grill, Hwy 54 Osage Beach, MO
(573) 348-4796
Gasoline Alley 324 W Main St, Warsaw, MO (660) 4384170
IM Tirebiters Bar & Grill, across from Shoney’s in Oage
Beach(573) 348-1177
Risky’s Sports Bar, Hwy 54 West of Square
Camdenton, Bike Night first Wed of month (573)
346-9740
Rock Island Line, “The Dam Bar” Bagnell Dam
Strip Lake Ozark (573) 365-8911
Salty Dog Lakeside Bar & Grill, Lake Rd 54-37 (Jeffries
Rd) (573) 348-9797
The Rail Sports Bar & Grill, Hwy 54 West of Osage
Beach (573) 348-1431
Town and Country Motel, 5451 Hwy 54, Osage Beach
(800) 251 - 5677
Louisiana
Eagles Nest Bistro, Hwy 79 (573) 754-9888
Pevely
TJ’s Bar & Grill: HWY Z & 61-67, For Bike Show
date information call (636) 475-3648.
St Ann
Lindy’s – 10471 St Charles Rock Rd (314) 427-2822
St Charles/St Peters/O’Fallon

Porky’s Restaurant and Bar, 1203 5th St, St Charles,
(636) 940-0142
St. Louis
The House of Rock, Ronnie’s Plaza featuring the
best in live music Thursday – Saturday.
Frank’s First Alarm 7800 Virginia (314) 638-9272
Iron Horse Saloon, 7928 S. Broadway, Saint Louis, MO
(314) 631-3141
Night Sky 13154 Tesson Ferry Rd.
Scott and Beverly’s Some Other Place Other Place 1500
Lemay Ferry Rd. (314)892-6969
Shady Jack’s Saloon and Deli, 1432 N Broadway (314)
241-Hogg fax (314) 241-TITS
Southeast Missouri
Bootheel Saloon -Highway 142 Poplar Bluff, MO
Bullwinkle’s Pub, Hwy T off Hwy 60 E Poplar Bluff,
MO (573) 778-9278
County Ice House,H Highway, Benton, MO (573) 545-9988
Danny’s Place, 1102 Linn Street, Sikeston, Missouri
(573)-471-9984
Farmer’s Bar & Grill, Highway 62, Risco, MO (573)
396-5572
Jim & Jerry’s Restaurant, Pub & Billiards 336 Vine St.
Poplar Bluff, MO (573) 686-2006
LeeBo’s Road House & Bait Shop - Highway 84 East,
Caruthersville, MO (573)359-4493
Marbles Restaurant and Sport Bar, Bus Hwy 60, Dexter,
MO (573) 624-8662
Mona’s Clymax II - 215 Ward Ave., Caruthersville, MO
(573)333-3003
Scotty’s Sports Bar & Grill - 4802 West Village (PP Hwy.) Poplar
Bluff, MO (573-686-9300)
Stevie P’s, 207 Second St. Qulin, MO, Call 573-328-9963 for
more information
Players, 632 Broadway, Cape Girardeau, MO 63701
(573) 335-9915
Wheels Sports Bar & Grill, Highway 25 and Highway
62,Malden, MO (573) 276-5512
Wild River Pub & Grill, 3765 Hwy W, Farmington,
MO
Your establishment or one that you dig on could be listed
here if you tell us about it at bikerfriendly@thebikinglife.com
or call us at (618) 628-2911.
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Leather and Lace Dance Heats up St. Louis
by Jim Furey

represented, too. The attendees were not limited to
H.O.G. members—the Vietnam Vets MC and the
Illinois Motorheads were there as well.
We were all entertained on this evening by
one of the region’s most popular bands, Butch
Wax and the Hollywoods. This great band
plays a wide variety of music and covers it all
very well. Butch Wax and the Hollywoods
isn’t just a great band to listen to—if you like
to dance, they will definitely get you up on
the floor. They got me and a whole bunch of
other folks on the floor and kept us there. In
fact, at one point Joy and I as well as a whole
bunch of folks (including Pat Bush) were up
on the stage boogieing. I know I was at the
dance to cover it for the magazine, but hell:

Each year I can’t wait for November. “Why,”
you ask? Isn’t the riding getting a little
chancy or—worse yet—cold? Well, yes it is,
but that isn’t why. The reason I can’t wait for
November is the Annual Leather and Lace
Dance hosted by the membership of the
Kirkwood H.O.G. This event is held at the
Casa Loma Ballroom at the corner of
Cherokee and Iowa Streets in St. Louis. This
is a fantastic setting for the dance. It is an
old-style ballroom with a raised stage, huge
dance floor, and lots of seating both on the
floor and in the balcony, providing prime
spots for watching all the revelers.
Although the event was hosted by the Kirkwood
H.O.G., I also saw friends from the Belleville and
Alton H.O.G. chapters; other chapters were

one of the great things about this job is that I get to
enjoy myself, too.
One of the reasons I look forward to this event is to
see the outfits the guests will be wearing. Once
again, I was not disappointed—the outfits were very
sharp and showed off their owners’ best assets.
During the band’s breaks, the Kirkwood H.O.G. held
contests, including a men’s leather contest that
appealed a lot more to Joy than to me. Other breaks,
though, featured the contests I enjoy: the ladies’
leather and then the ladies’ lace contest. The
contestants were all good sports for taking part and
adding to others’ enjoyment of the evening. It is a
cliché, but it is a shame that they couldn’t all win
because they all deserved to. In my eyes they were

all winners.
This is a hard ticket to get, but one that is well worth
the price. If you like to have fun, enjoy great music
with friends, and have your spirits (as well as maybe
some other body parts) lifted on a fall night, I urge
you to attend next year’s rendition of this annual
event. Thanks to the Kirkwood H.O.G. for staging
another excellent party.
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Upcoming Events
December
31st Gallagher’s Getaway New Years Eve Party – at Gallaghers in Freeburg, IL 8 to mid-night music by Kevin
Heim wings, jello shots and fun.
31st TJ’s Bar and Grill New Years Eve Party – at TJ’s Bar and Grill Hwys 61/67 and Z in Pevely, MO call (636)
475 – 3648 for info.
January
8th B & G Swap Meet - at the fairgrounds in Belleville, IL
14th Freedom By Choice ABATE Chapter Party - at DAV starts at 6:00 pm visit their website for more info
15th Piasa-Gateway ABATE Snowball Poker Run – sign up from 11:30 to 1 at R.J.’s Place 418 Delmar in Hartford,
IL
February
11th Leather, Lace and Lingerie Fashion Show - David’s Banquet Center Hwys 61/67 and Z in Pevely, MO
19th ABATE swap meet Springfield, IL
March
25th Leather & Lace Dance - Sponsored by FORR Local 42 and held in Pacific, MO watch for ticket info. This is
one of the best events of the year
If your club or organization has an upcoming event you would like listed here please contact Jim Furey at
(618) 531-0432 or at events@thebikinglife.com.

Joke of the Month
An old man in Mississippi was sitting on his front porch watching the sun rise. He sees the neighbor’s kid walk by
carrying something big under his arm. He yells out.. “Hey boy, whatcha got there?”
Boy yells back “Roll of chicken wire.”
Old man says “What you gonna do with that?”
Boy says “Gonna catch some chickens.”
Old man yells “You damn fool, you can’t catch chickens with chicken wire!”
Boy just laughs and keeps walking.
That evening at sunset the boy comes walking by and to the old man’s surprise he is dragging behind him the chicken
wire with about 30 chickens caught in it.
Same time next morning the old man is out watching the sun rise and he sees the boy walk by carrying something kind
of round in his hand. Old man yells out.. “Hey boy, whatcha got there?”
Boy yells back “Roll of duck tape.”
Old man says “What you gonna do with that?”
Boy says back “Gonna catch me some ducks.”
Old man yells back, “You damn fool, you can’t catch ducks with duck tape!”
Boy just laughs and keeps walking.
That night around sunset the boy walks by coming home and to the old man’s amazement he is trailing behind him the
unrolled roll of duck tape with about 35 ducks caught in it.
Same time next morning the old man sees the boy walking by carrying what looks like a long reed with something fuzzy
on the end. Old man says..
“Hey boy, whatcha got there?” Boy says “It’s a pussy willow.”
Old man says “Wait up.... I’ll get my hat
Weekly Events
Mon American Choppers on the Discovery Channel
Tues Two Wheel Tuesday on the Speed Channel
Thurs Hard Riders weekly ride call their hotline for starting point (314) 340-2000
Sat
Ride starting at Mini Ha-Ha Beach on Old Gravois in Fenton meet at 11 AM
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HogRockToberfest—Mardi Gras in the Fall
by Nicole Shafer
Wow, 115 acres on the Ohio River in Southern Illinois
makes a perfect place for a weekend of fun at HogRock!
You didn’t have to be a biker to enjoy this rally.

live band, great food, dancing on the bar, and a strand of
bras and panties that past customers have left behind. Make
sure you bring a Sharpie with you if you plan to visit—you
can leave your signature on the walls or tables.
After our ride, we returned to camp, loaded up the cooler,
and headed down to the party. The HogRock grounds
provides a huge open area where all the visitors gather to
listen to live bands and join in on all the contests. In this
area you’ll find vendors, food, free mechanical bull rides
(clothing optional), burn out pits, and lots of contests to
watch. Some of the fun contests this time included a chaps
contest, Sexiest Bald Man competition, wet t-shirt contest,
and Hogdaddy’s thong contest.

There is nothing better than looking across a campfire and
seeing all your friends laugh and party together. Our
weekend was packed full of good times, great riding, and
several memorable moments.

The gates opened Thursday, October 13, and many people
arrived early to find a prime camping spot. My husband
Greg and I arrived early Friday afternoon and were shocked
to see how many people were already there.
On Saturday morning, we gathered all of our crew together
and fired up the bikes (or jumped in the van) to begin our
adventure. The weather was perfect as we rode to our first
stop, Cave-in-Rock State Park. We stood in awe at the
breathtaking view of the Ohio River from inside the
enormous cavern tucked beneath the rocky bluffs. Fall is a
perfect time of the year to see this area.
From there, we had a smooth ride into Old Shawneetown
for some burgers and beer at Hogdaddy’s Saloon. This is
a one-of-a-kind building overlooking the Ohio River, and
the place is built for bikers. In its two levels you’ll find a

Visit HogRock.com to learn more about their June rally.
This is an excellent place to bring your bunch and chill.
They have tons of space for RVs, tents, you name it, and
there is something for everyone.
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Shady Jack’s Rides Again
by Jim Furey

Like a Phoenix rising from the ashes…no, truly, this was
the Phoenix rising from the ashes. What am I talking about?
Well, of course I’m describing the new Shady Jack’s Café
on North Broadway. When last seen, the proprietor—Shady
Jack—was heading out on his motorcycle, vowing to ride
out his days on an epic road trip. Well, after a few months
on the road, Jack decided he needed a new challenge, so
back to St. Louis he came.

Jack surveyed what he had, and decided to open a new bar.
What he had was two burnt-out hulls of buildings, along
with a host of friends and family members. He enlisted
their aid and services, and together they began the task of
assessing the damage and cleaning out the wreckage left
by the previous owners. The working conditions were
Spartan, it was often cold, and the work was hard, but little
by little Jack’s vision of his new bar started to take shape.
It took more than 9 months to get it set up, and there were
peaks and valleys along the way, but always this group of
dedicated workers persisted.

The hard work continued as the winter turned into spring
and then to summer, and with each passing month the place
continued to shape up. I stopped in several times during
the process and was always amazed at the amount of work
that had been accomplished. As the café took shape I would
ask Jack when he thought he would open. For a long time
he would say, “Around the 4th of July,” and the place was
very close at that time, but as with all new businesses, there
were city inspections that needed to be passed. The
inspectors would come and tell Jack what needed to be
done, he would get the work done, they would reinspect,
and—lo and behold—these same inspectors would then
inform him of other changes that needed to be done. After
all his hard work, this had to be very frustrating, but still
Jack continued to follow his dream.
Fair St. Louis and the 4th of July came and went, and the
bar was not open yet. No doubt this caused Jack a great
.
hardship, but he never complained, and just kept taking
the
next step he needed to take. Finally, all the
hoops were cleared and St. Louis’s only bikeraccommodating establishment opened. A lot of places out
there claim to be biker-friendly, but sometimes that just
means biker money–friendly. That is not the case here. For
one thing, Shady Jack’s Café offers free indoor bike parking.
Jack had tons of concrete poured and ramps built so that
bikes can roll into the indoor parking area. This area will
also provide a place for bands to perform: the bands will
play from a loft above the parking area.

Inside both the parking garage and the bar itself are all
kinds of motorcycle memorabilia collected from a lifetime
of riding and from friends and patrons. I have been there
several times since it opened and have always enjoyed it;
Kim, Tammy and the many other fine-looking members of
Jack’s staff make it a pleasure. This past November 5, Shady
Jack’s Café staged its grand opening celebration. This was
one helluva party—there was live music, dancing, and a
performance by the St. Louis Party Girls. If you ever need
entertainment for a party or any type of gathering, you need
to check these fine-looking girls out. If you haven’t been

downtown to check out this fine establishment you need
to. If you haven’t been there lately, what’s stopping you?
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Bike of the Month
I heard from Killer Miller and Kent about an extremely
sharp bike they both saw at TJ’s Bike Show this year.
They told me I needed to call the creator, Kevin Easton,
and talk to him about his bike. When I first spoke to
Kevin, he told me that he had an upcoming photo shoot
of his bike and invited me to come out as well. I told
him that would be cool and went about my business.
Time passed, and then Kevin called and told me that
the shoot was set up. It would be at Tony Twist’s new
place in St. Charles, Twister’s Bar and Grill on
Wolfrum Rd.
When Kent and Killer told me I needed to talk to Kevin,
the name was familiar but I couldn’t figure out why.
Later it dawned on me—there’s an Easton who has
been turning out some of the sharpest custom made
frames around. When I spoke to him on the phone I
asked him if he was the same guy, and he said he was.
Kevin told me that he had been building bikes all along,
but that recently he had started creating his own designs
for sheet metal, bars, and controls and then fabricating
these parts. This bike is a testament to his skills.

Samson pipes, and the Bullshift Heavy Duty 5-speed
transmission, Kevin fabricated almost every part used
in creating this masterpiece. That’s right: this builder
crafted the softail frame (which allowed him to run
the wires internally for that ultra-clean look he wanted),
the ignition, the fenders, and a lot of the other
accessories. A lot of folks will assemble various parts
for you, but Kevin isn’t an assembler: he is a craftsman.

One would think 127 cubic inches would be enough
Other than the 127 CU ULTIMA engine, the S & S horsepower for most mortals, but not for this bike—
Shorty 2½ in Super G with velocity stacks carb, the

the owner wanted a bigger kick. Hmmm…how could
he get that? Oh yeah, through the Edelbrock Double
Trouble Nitrous Oxide system. So, Kevin incorporated
that into this high-powered scoot that will definitely
get you down the street in a hurry.

The bike featured here is just one of many that Kevin
has built, and in the very near future, he is going to
unveil his line of bars, fenders, and controls. Watch
our pages for more information on this upcoming event.

I would be remiss if I didn’t mention what a cool place
the Twister has opened in St. Charles. It is located right
off Highway 94 on Wolfrum Rd. The day we were
there, this establishment was serving a lot of lunches.
I got some lunch there and can see why—the food is
excellent. Several of the patrons were lucky enough
to have Tony deliver their food to the table. Tony was
very gracious, visiting with us and ensuring that his
customers were well satisfied. It is rare to see a man
of his stature taking such great care of his clientele.
Oh, and the staff here is made up of some of the hottest
babes around and they were very pleasant, including
the one pictured with the bike. Next time you’re in the
area, check it out. Heck, why not make a special trip
to this fine establishment?
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Park Land Toy Run
by Killer Miller

Hello all my fellow bikers, I hope the holidays found
you and yours all in tune. As we all know my real
whoopee is I get to go riding with the season lasting
from about St. Pat’s day to the first of Nov. which is
usually capped off by the Park Land Toy Run as it
was once again this year. This year though was
special because not only accompanying me was the
lovely Mrs. Killer, Joyce, but my son Kevin on his
new ride a 1981 Japanese classic a Yamaha 650
twin. Though he has plenty of off road experience
this was one of his first tentative steps into the big
bike world. Thank God it didn’t rain that first Sat in
Nov. and because of the good weather and fairly
mild temperatures there was a huge turnout. Our ride
down to CiCi’s in Farmington was good with Kevin
getting the feel of the Vibes a 650 cc motor can put
out, the weight and how to ride in the wind (no
shield and 65mph a lot different than the dirt) We
arrived about 10 am and after looking around the
parking lot and all the different style of rides, this is
one of the few rides that Harley riders, patcholders,
CMA, Goldwingers and sport riders all enjoy
together. We mounted up for the Parade through the
cities. Kevin was a little apprehensive so I made
sure that he was along side me and that we were
near the back of the pack. To me the parade is the
coolest part with everybody waving from their

porches and cars pulling over to give bikes the right
of way. Then all of us arrived at the Hall for the chili
dinner. This is the first year I can remember that all
the riders couldn’t fit into the dining room and a
bunch were left eating outside (ourselves included)
Our Rednecks, and Monster garage toys felt right at
home with the huge stack of toys that were put
under, around and on the fire place, this will
definitely bring some joy to the underprivileged kids
in this area. This run is always special and even
more so this year because of the previously
mentioned reason, Kevin does his old man proud
both on and off a bike. He didn’t mess up and run
into anything and it’s always great to be able to say
that now I have one more person I feel good riding
with and that’s my son, and Joyce his Step Mom is
even more proud than me because she knows how
much it means to me for him to carry on these
traditions that I hand down to him. Well I hope the
winter treats you well and remember spring is
always one day closer this is biker Santa Doing
Maintenance and riding dirt bikes.
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Tom Holtmann the owners of Hortons
Taver
n in F
ayetteville, IL would like
avern
Fayetteville,
to thank all the motor
cyclists that
motorcyclists
patr
onized his establishment particupatronized
larly the Illinois Motorheads for their
om ran a nice place unforsupport. T
Tom
tunately for all of us events occur
ed
occured
that have caused him to close. He will
be missed he was a friend.

Big Boyz Goes to the Dogs
by Rob “Bobo” Belinsky

success. The Weils and their friends (I don’t think this
shop considers its patrons customers: they treat
everyone like friends) really made a difference.
The folks at Big Boyz wanted to pass on the thanks
they were given by their furry and human friends at
Pet Search of St. Louis. The human friends were
Grandma Pat, Karen, Buck, Debbie, and Ruby(???).
They received half the food donated and $1160. If you
are interested in adopting a pet or wonder what you
can do to help, visit their web site at
www.adoptapetstl.com for more information. The other
half of the food and $500 were given to Stray Rescue
of St. Louis and was earmarked for the New Orleans
pet shelters.

Well, no one ever accused me of getting everything
into this rag in a timely fashion, so I offer my apologies
to DJ and Trish from Big Boyz Custom Cycles. Not
only do these folks build the baddest bikes in St. Louis,
and not only is their shop the only home of the “Bike
on a Pole,” but they also always look for ways to give
back to the community. Their favorite way to do this
is with their annual Putts for Mutts Run. This year’s
event was held in September—on the same Sunday as
the Missouri H.O.G. Rally. In spite of all the other
events that took place that day, the run was still a major

As I said before, the Weils wanted to pass on the thanks
they were given, because they understand that the
participants are always the ones who make events a
success. I invite you to stop by their shop on Gravois
Road in “Olde Towne” Fenton, Missouri, and check
out DJ’s glassed-in build room—there’s always
something exciting taking shape in it. Also, DJ is a
great one to provide advice on what can be done to
transform your bike into being as bad as it can be. He
certainly had some great ideas when we were putting
my bike together.

45

Tattoo of the Month

This months tattoo is of W
itchblade.
Witchblade.
The pr
oud owner of this fine piece of
proud
ink, yet another that we saw at the
Rat R
un belongs to Brian “Buzzie”
Run
Robertson of Gateway to the W
est
West
Harley Davidson. The artist was T
y
Ty
ain Station and if this
Latiolais of P
Pain
piece is rrepr
epr
esentative he does gr
eat
epresentative
great
work.
Send in a pictur
e of your tattoo with a
picture
little info to tats@thebikinglife.com.

The Biking Life Magazine is always
looking for customer service oriented
salespeople/contributors
Currently there are openings for:
Springfield/Branson MO area
Springfield/Decatur IL area
If you live here or elsewhere email us
jobs@thebiking life.com

