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Letter From the Publisher
by Jim Furey
Happy New Year! I had an idea (okay I know some of you
think it died of loneliness, but I digress) of what I was going
to write about this month, but at the last minute I changed
my mind. First off I want to apologize to all of you for the
delay in getting last month’s issue out to you, our dedicated
readers. There were several reasons for that, including my
last minute involvement with the DVD and the DVD debut
parties. Then just when I got the magazine finished, we
lost power at the office because of the ice storm and it stayed
off for the better part of a week but finally we were able to
get the magazine to the printer.
We are very proud of the interview we featured with DJ
Starscream from SlipKnot, and the fact that our friends from
Molly Hatchet wore our t-shirt on stage. That is pretty cool
and not something a lot of other folks can say. Oh speaking
of Molly Hatchet reminds me of Roctoberfest and I want
to give a shout out to Bob Sparkman of St. Louis who took
home the top prize from the money show. Bob has an
awesome bike and that is consistently one of the top
finishers in the area. Tim Kohl from Mayham was also well
represented and one of the finalists for the big prize.
This past month has been action filled for us here at the
magazine though the pace of events has slowed down, the
snow/ice storm combined with the Christmas holidays made
for yet another busy month. Speaking of Christmas, I hope
you and yours had a good one, and for those of you who
celebrate other holidays, I hope they were filled with family
and well wishes as well.
The DVD parties have been fun and the way it has been
received is gratifying, much like the magazine. All who
see the DVD seem to enjoy it and most have purchased it.
Our sales from the website are picking up with one of our
first sales being to someone from North Carolina, just
another testament to how big an area we truly reach. There
are still some copies left so if you didn’t get what you
wanted for Christmas, there is still time to get yourself a
copy. There is an order form in this month’s issue of the
magazine as well.
The slowing of the pace of events during the winter gives
us a great opportunity to run stories from some of the places
we were earlier in the year that haven’t made it onto our
pages yet. I think these articles provide us with a reminder
of the fun the last riding season brought us all and what
this year promises too. We hope that 2006 was a good year
for you and that 2007 will be even better.
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Bikers Celebrate Spirit Of Christmas With Three Toy
Runs
by Killer Miller

According to the riding calendar, the beginning of
November is toy run time. Well, this year’s riding schedule
allowed The Biking Life crew to play “Biker Claus” several
times—before it was all over, we’d had three toy-giving
opportunities.
The first one was the 12th Annual Parkland Toy Run in
Park Hills, Missouri. It was a little chilly as Joyce and I got
on the Bagger to head down Highway 67, but that didn’t
keep the crowds from coming. From dressers to old-style
choppers to a Cushman Eagle scooter, all sorts of rides and
riders showed up. Participating groups ranged from the
CMA clubs to the Statesmen and the Saddle Tramps:
everyone was represented on this fine run. As they have
done previously, the Park Hills area fire and police
departments did an excellent job of blocking things off so
the approximately 117 bikes and classic cars could parade
through the towns. The run ended at the Elks Lodge, where
the riders put the toys under the tree and enjoyed a cold or
warm beverage and some food. As always, the groups that
put this together did a great job, and Joyce and I are already
looking forward to next year.
The second run took place the following weekend, when
Surdyke Harley-Davidson held its H.O.G. chapter’s first
toy run in the twin cities of Festus and Crystal City,
Missouri. Deer season kept attendance down, but Kevin,
Joyce, and I had decent weather again as we enjoyed the
short ride back over to the Elks Lodge to distribute the
toys for the needy kids in this area. I hope this run grows to
be as big as the Parkland run in the future, with as many
groups and clubs making it an event not to be missed on

the local calendar.
The third and final installment in our trilogy was the run

on Thanksgiving weekend up to Widman’s Cycle Sales in
St. Louis (Victory, Suzuki, and Harley-Davidson
improvement since 1946), as the Viet Nam Vets Motorcycle
Club held its annual toy drive. Even though it was the last
event on the calendar, the weather was better than on the
other two runs. We had a great time visiting with Tom and
Ron and listening to them talk about the shop, which goes
all the way back to their father Earl selling BSAs and
Vellocettes right after WWII to their racing successes that
continue to this day. The run was great, as was the turnout.
We were only able to stay for a couple of hours, but
observing the glass blowing and watching the lovely Ms.
Holiday do her thing were really cool. We would like to
thank our friend Kathy for the toys. Until next year, “Ho
Ho Ho,” and we hope your holidays were great. Bye for
now…Killer and the Biker Claus crew.
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Bo You Bleed Blue?
by Jim Furey and Steve Strain
Most of us are sport fans of one type or another, whether it
is motorcycle racing, NASCAR, baseball, football or
hockey; however, very few of us follow these pursuits with
the passion of Steve Strain. His passion has earned him
and his bike an article in this month’s magazine.
Steve and I have been working on getting together since
last year’s Wide Open Bike Show in Wentzville where his
bike was on display at the Gateway Thunder booth. And
with good reason—this bike began its incarnation as a 2005
Big Dog Ridgeback. As such it features a 117 cubic inch
polished S&S engine, Big Dog balanced drive system, a
Baker 6-speed transmission, Mean Mother exhaust, right
side belt drive, 300mm rear tire, 40 degree rake, hidden oil
tank and an LED tach. The folks at Gateway Thunder Big
Dog led by owner Greg and his staff of Tommy, Tim, Brian,
Josh, Ryan & Kim are acknowledged on Steve’s website
for their help with the bike.
Paint like this is done by only one shop in this area, Liquid
Illusions. Darren Williams of Liquid Illusions is a very
talented artist that takes your ideas and breathes life into
them. This bike is just another example of the awesome
work that he and Radical Randy do.
While this bike belongs to Steve, we would be remiss if we
didn’t acknowledge his wife, Carol, who shares his love of
the Blues. In fact their license plates were featured in the

Blues 2002 “Do you bleed Blue?” billboards, and that same
year Steve was one of the 10 finalists in the Blues Seventh
Man contest. In fact not only does this bike have a Blues
theme, but so does his whole garage.
The laser tattooing on the bike was done by MarkKings
and provides some excellent highlights. Carol wanted some

sparkle to the bike to help celebrate their 30th anniversary,
so Steve always the gentleman, had the cylinders and heads
diamond cut by Diamond Heads. The finishing touch on
this very sharp ride was the custom seat created by High
End Seats. If you want to see know more about this bike,
feel free to visit Steve and Carol’s website which is
www.steveandcarolsbike.com.
Like Steve told me when I asked about his favorite place to
ride:
2005 Big Dog Ridgeback
$30,000
Liquid Illusions Custom Paint
$??????
A Sunday morning ride with your heroes Priceless
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Classifieds

1993 FXR H.D. TITLED CHOPPER.
Show pol. engine and 6 speed tranny 89 c.i.- only 2500 actual miles - Motor
by Truitt & Osborne - Amer. Suspension
frontend - 180 rear tire - Custom candy
red paint w/ graphics - Texas spoke
wheels - Sturgis HD show winner Sacrifice only $15,995. (573)348-5982

Sold

Classifieds
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Mt. Vernon Parties for a Cause
by Jim Furey

required upping the ante in order to be the highest bidder.
Joy and I did some bidding and won several items. In
addition to the silent auction, there was also a live auction.
I don’t know who arranged the items donated for this event
but they did a fantastic job, however, that is nothing new
for the fine folks that run this dealership.
The very spirited bidding for all the auction items just goes
to show that the attendees knew that in addition to having
fun, this evening was about raising funds for a worthwhile
cause. I have been to this event for the past three years and
have seen it grow, and I expect it to continue because the
folks who put it on strive to make it the best it can be.
However, the Leather and Lace dance was just the tip of
the iceberg for the weekend. There was even more

There are several great Leather and Lace events that take
place every year; one we always try to hit is the one put on
by Dale’s Harley Davidson of Mt. Vernon, IL. The folks at
Dale’s always do a great job in planning this charitable
event, and they rotate the charities that will benefit from
the event. Last year it was the Amy Center, a really
deserving children’s ombudsman service, and this year was
an equally deserving charity, the Muscular Dystrophy
Association.
This fun-filled evening was September 29th and Joy and I
made the drive to the Holiday Inn in Mt. Vernon. The
dealership provides an evening of good fun, food and drink
for a very reasonable cost. One of the highlights this year
was a copy of Captain America’s bike from Easyrider. That
garnered lots of attention and almost everyone there got
there picture taken on it, even yours truly. There was also
dancing to the excellent band lined up for the evening. The
band played a great mix of music and had people of all
ages out there dancing and having fun.

There was a silent auction with a lot of great items that

Saturday—an MDA Party and bike raffle at the dealership.
Although we couldn’t stay for Saturday’s proceedings, I
heard from the folks who did that it was the same quality
event for which this community-oriented shop has been
known.
If you live anywhere near the Central Illinois region or just
love to have a great time, I urge you to check out the next
event put on by these folks that you see listed in our
magazine. It almost assuredly guarantees a good time and
you can also bet it will benefit the area too.
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Our Wedding Story
by Joy Furey

Jim and I recently celebrated our 6-month anniversary, and
my daughter Mindy created a wonderful wedding album
for us as a Christmas present. Both made us think about
our wedding day so we thought we’d share some memories
with you this month.
I chose to have our wedding on the day of my mom’s
birthday in her memory. Our wedding day should have been
a typical warm summer day in June. Instead it began rainy
and chilly. Bummer! The morning and most of the afternoon
hours were spent filling small silver gazebos and baskets
with red hot candies and heart-shaped mints, arranging
yards of tulle over red tablecloths, floating rose-shaped
candles in bowls filled with water and hanging swags of
rose garland. Finally, the gazebo and reception hall were
finished except for a few final touches. Whew!
Following a very short, very frantic time getting ready for
the ceremony, it was time for me to make that walk among
our family and friends who had gathered. By that time, the
rain had stopped, the sky had lightened up with the sun
occasionally peeking out from the clouds, the temperature
was just right and the gazebo overlooking the little lake
was the ideal setting. Jim and his attendants (a friend, his
brothers and his nephew) waited at the gazebo as my
attendants (my daughters and granddaughter) walked down
the grassy path. Finally, it was my turn. I held the hand of
my grandson who was my escort and also the ring bearer.
Officiating the ceremony was Steve Carr, a member of the
Road Riders for Jesus, and he did a super job. Jim and I
had both written some sentiments and vows to say to each
other. Jim’s words were perfect for the occasion, but when
it was my turn, I had to try to tell everyone I had lost my
voice which was not exactly possible with no voice!
However, since I was trying to talk and not much was

coming out, everyone soon realized my problem. My maid
of honor, Alyssa, read the paragraph I had prepared to say
to Jim and I whispered a shortened version of my vows. In
no time at all, we were married and everyone adjourned to
the reception hall for some food (Beacon Inn Catering)
including a beautiful and remarkably delicious cake (made
by Jeannie, the manager of Falling Springs), drink,
conversation, dancing and fun.

We thank Vi, Kimmie, Sarah, Mindy, Alyssa, Hayley, Colin,
Steven and Amy for all their hard work helping to get all
the decorating done; Chris for arranging the roses in the
vases in the gazebo; Andy for serving as bartender and all
our attendants. We also want to thank the women with the
band who so graciously offered to put roses on all the tables;
what a last minute lifesaver they were! The band Off the
Record did a great job of entertaining everyone and we
really rocked out! Thanks guys! Thank you Dave
Monachella for providing the band! And lastly, we want
to thank everyone who helped us celebrate our wedding
including members from the Road Raptors and the
Motorheads. You made our day truly special by offering us
your good wishes!

Joy and I would like to thank all of our readers who we
consider to be a part of our extended family for your
well wishes, thoughts and prayers. We know these
will help us when times get tough and living with me
they certainly will. Thanks again until we see all of
you on down the road some time.
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WINTER MAINTENANCE
As much as I love riding my bike, I look forward
to the winter months for some needed rest. It is the time of
year when I put the bike on the lift and do some needed
maintenance. When I had the old bike, I would disassemble
it and check out the brakes, tires, put on new chrome, and
go over it really well and then fix whatever was broken or
worn out. Kathy and I bought a new bike in 2005, so I
guess I will look over it, clean it really good, and call the
H-D shop if it needs further maintenance. (The warranty
is the only good thing about making payments on a new
bike.)
We all live busy lives; we play as long and hard as
we can. Then the holidays come around and it adds hectic
schedules and stress. We get back to work after the holidays
and find we are exhausted. We need rest; sometimes the
best thing we can do for ourselves, our families and friends
is to take a break and regather our strength.
The Bible has a lot to say about rest and rebuilding
of the body and soul. Matthew 11:28 tells us: “Come to
me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give
you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I
am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for
your souls.”
Perhaps the words of Jesus, promising rest, are so
convincing because of our desire and search for rest — not
just to rest our body, but to rest our heart, to find peace,
and to find contentment.
Do you know where to find rest? Where you find
a clean conscience? Where you find the ability to sleep at
night and live with yourself? It is by living in the pleasure
of the Father who made you. If you want to bring your
fast-paced life-style under control, you must eliminate the
unnecessary; if you want to be where God wants you to be,
you must concentrate on the necessary.
If you’re not sure how to pray or ask for His help,
ask any Christian biker at your next rally. You can call me
at (314) 434-2282 or e-mail me at h2osjk@prodigy.net. If
you’re from the Illinois area, the Illinois State Coordinator
is Don (Vicky) Brown, (217) 629-8938,
vdBrown77@aol.com. Our Missouri CMA website address
is: http://cmascr4.org/MO/GOODNEWSRIDERS
Jim Waters, President - Good News Riders, St. Louis, MO
(excerpts from “The Inspirational Study Bible” by Max
Lucado)

Biker Friendly Establishments
Illinois
Alton/Grafton/Wood River
Cellar Room Tavern 2704 E Broadway Alton(618) 465-9874
Danny’s Lounge, 118 W. 4th St., Alton (618) 462-6787
Fast Eddie’s Bon-Air, 1530 E. 4th St., Alton (618) 462-5532
Kopp’s Korner 838 E 7th St Alton (618) 465-9833
The Loading Dock, 400 Front St, Grafton (618) 786-3494
Porky’s 1543 E Edwardsville Rd Wood River(618) 254-9380
Woodstock Lounge, 638 Broadway, Alton
Wild Goose Saloon 1505 W Main St Grafton(618) 786-8888
Belleville
Crehan’s Irish Pub, 5500 North Belt West 618) 234-6500
Dutch Hollow Barn, 533 Dutch Hollow Rd. (618) 2355868
Linda Lou’s 1310 Dutch Hollow Rd
Mitch and Nancy’s League Lounge, 1501 W Main St
(618) 277-3643
Robin’s Nest, 1614 Mascoutah Ave. (618) 2347432Sheridan’s Frozen Custard, 5326 N Illinois St
The Antique House, 3701 W. Main St. (618) 235-3434
TR’S Place 4901 Concordia Rd., (618) 277-7135
Cahokia/Dupo
Brandy Inn: 103 Water St. (618) 337-1101
Chopper Chairs (618) 531 - 3222
Derby Al’s Diner: 2845 Camp Jackson Rd.
Carmi
Danny’s Pool Room: 119 E Main Street in Carmi (618) 3829987
Caseyville
Dog House Bar and Grill, 601 N Main St (618) 344 -9781
Caddyshack Saloon, 2865 N. 89th St, (618) 397-4704
Collinsville/Edwardsville
American Pride Collision 427 East Main St, C’Ville (618)
345-7872, We can fix your bike too.
Good Times, 834 S Morrison, C’Ville
Our Place, 704 Henry St, Edwardsville (6187) 655-1255
Jacksonville
Don’s Place, 207 W Morgan St, (217) 243-2112
Maryville/Glen Carbon
Judy Inn, 3730 S Hwy 157 (618) 288 - 9182
Sharky’s Sports Bar, 2537 Vandalia, (618) 344-0826
Granite City/Pontoon Beach
Diamond’s Bar and Billiards 4020 Pontoon Rd, Poktoon
Beach (618) 797-7110
Kopp’s Korner Too 1369 Edwardsville Rd Granite City
(618) 798-9152
Smokey Joe’s, 3998 Lake St, (618) 931-2279
The Village Inn, 4015 Pontoon Rd., Pontoon Beach (618)
931-4497
Mt. Vernon
The Crossing: 300 S 9th - 1 block off the square(rt.37&rt.15)
New Baden
Outside Inn, 423 W. Hanover (Hwy 161), (618) 588-4672
New Memphis
Sit-N-Bull 31 S Mill Street (618) 588 - 3003

Old Shawneetown
Hogdaddys Saloon: Main St in Old Shawneetown (618)
922-1389
Quincy, IL/Hannibal, MO area
Booters 112 W Main St, Mt Sterling, IL (217) 773-2381
Hard Times II 305 S Ohio, Camp Point, IL (217) 593-7733
Kelly’s (A fun Place to Eat and Drink), 2902 Broadway (217)
222-5579
Long Branch Saloon, New Canton, IL (217) 426-2022
Sawyer’s Creek Riverview Cafe and Saloon 11011 Hwy 79
South Hannibal (573) 221 - 8221
Sparky’s, 221 N 5th St, (217) 224-7527
Sportsman’s Club 111 N Capitol Ave., Mt Sterling, IL (217)
773-9096
The Other Place, 105 S Main St, Hannibal, MO (573) 2214114
The Back Porch, 715 Oak, Quincy, IL (217) 223-8800
Southwestern Illinois
Bobeck’s Sports Bar & Grill, 1324 Jamie Ln Waterloo,
IL (618) 939-8300 fax(618) 939-2901
Crawdaddy’s, 121 W Main St, Mt Olive, IL (217) 999-2090
Falling Springs Club, 2200 LePere Ln. Dupo, IL (618)
286-4440
Fountain Inn, 1912 Fountain Rd. Valmeyer, IL (618) 9352266
Freeda’s Bar, 2071 Main St Renault, IL.
Gallagher’s Get-A-Way, 102 S. Richland, Freeburg, IL
(618) 539-5208
Good Tymes Bar and Grill, 200 N. Main St. Dupo, IL (618)
286-9693
Jody’s, 1301 9th St, Highland, IL (618) 651 - 9301
Just Sue’s Tavern, Evansville, IL (618) 853-4425
Karban’s Knotty Pine, 4569 Buss Branch Rd., Waterloo, IL
(618) 473-9954
L & D Patio, Bar & Grill Hwy 3 McClure, IL 62957 618-6619106
Lisa’s Bar and Grill, Prairie DuRocher, IL (618) 284-3374
“Papa” Wheelie’s, Old Rte 50, Trenton, IL (618) “ A full
throttle sports bar”
Rick’s Corner, 201 S Union St Staunton (618) 635-3088
S & J Main Street, 608 N. Main St. Columbia, IL, (618)
281-9997
Smitty’s at the Marina, New Athens
Sporto’s Pub & Grill, 211 S. Main Street, Red Bud, IL (618)
282-7956
The Dawg Haus 102 S. Main St. New Douglas, IL 217456-7072
Sports Page Inn, 2635 Old State Rte 3, East Carondolet
(618) 286-5628
Thirsty’s, 415 Vine St, Eldred, IL
Willie’s Corner, 128 W. Market, Red Bud, Ill 62278
Springfield
Knuckleheads, 2000 Peoria Rd., 62702 (217) 789-1488
Pony Keg Leathers: 2026 S 11th St (217) 544-3774
The Cove 1616 N Dirksen Pkwy (217) 753-1760
Missouri

Arnold
21 Rock, #1 Meramec Heights (636) 282-7228 live music
every weekend
Barnhart
Your Payday Advance Co., 7125 Metropolitan Blvd, Ste 106
(636) 467-5447
Charlack
John & Judy’s Charlack Pub: 8334 Lackland Rd., Rock
Bands Fri and Sat Nights (314) 423-8119
Defiance
Terry and Kathy’s - Defiance, MO on Hwy. 94 about 9 miles
south of Hwy 40
Fenton
That One Place: 1005 Majestic Dr in Fenton, MO (636)
861-1902
Fredericktown
Little Joe’s Bar and Grill, 1317 Hwy OO (573) 783-5452
Gray Summit
Roadhouse 100, 2763 Highway 100 (636) 451-2007
Hazelwood
Jack’s Iron Horse Bar and Grill: 12950 St Charles Rock
Rd (314) 209-1280
Lake of the Ozarks Area
Backwater Jacks Lakeside Bar & Grill Lake Rd. to Beach
Dr (573) 348-6639
Cheeks Bar & Grill at the Square, Camdenton, MO (573)
346-5400
Filling Station Pub & Grill, Hwy 54 Osage Beach, MO (573)
348-4796
Gasoline Alley 324 W Main St, Warsaw, MO (660) 4384170
IM Tirebiters Bar & Grill, across from Shoney’s in Oage
Beach(573) 348-1177
Risky’s Sports Bar, Hwy 54 West of Square Camdenton,
Bike Night first Wed of month (573) 346-9740
Rock Island Line, “The Dam Bar” Bagnell Dam Strip Lake
Ozark (573) 365-8911
Salty Dog Lakeside Bar & Grill, Lake Rd 54-37 (Jeffries
Rd) (573) 348-9797
The Fish Tank on Hwy W
The Rail 2 Sports Bar & Grill, Hwy 54 West of Osage
Beach (573) 348-1431
Town and Country Motel, 5451 Hwy 54, Osage Beach (800)
251 - 5677
Louisiana/Clarksville
Eagles Nest Bistro, Hwy 79 (573) 754-9888
Lighthouse Inn and Restaurant – just across the river
from Lousiana, MO (217) 437-2500
Steamboat Restaurant and Lounge on scenic Hwy 79
(573) 242 - 3225
Pevely
TJ’s Bar & Grill: HWY Z & 61-67, For Bike Show date
information call (636) 475-3648.
St Charles/St Peters/O’Fallon/Wentzville
Porky’s Restaurant and Bar, 1203 5th St, St Charles, (636)
940-0142
Crazy Horse Saloon, 405 Bus Hwy 61, Wentzville,
MO 636-327-9614

St. Louis
Double D’s Hangout, 9853 S. Broadway, 314-615-9100
Frank’s First Alarm 7800 Virginia (314) 638-9272
House of Rock, Ronnie’s Plaza featuring the best in live
music Thursday – Saturday.
Iron Horse Saloon, 7928 S. Broadway, Saint Louis, MO (314)
631-3141
Night Sky 13154 Tesson Ferry Rd.
Scott and Beverly’s Some Other Place Other Place 1500
Lemay Ferry Rd. (314)892-6969
Shady Jack’s Saloon and Deli, 1432 N Broadway (314) 241Hogg fax (314) 241-TITS
Southeast Missouri
BoonDock Bar & Grill,-22712 US Highway 61 Morley
(573)262-8899
Bootheel Saloon -Highway 142 Poplar Bluff
Branding Iron BBQ,763 Maple Valley Dr,
Farmington (573)756-1100
Branding Iron BBQ,1903 E Jackson Blvd, Jackson,
MO (573)243-0007
Bullwinkle’s Pub, Hwy T off Hwy 60 E Poplar Bluff (573)
778-9278
County Ice House,H Highway, Benton (573) 545-9988
Danny’s Place, 1102 Linn Street, Sikeston (573)-471-9984
Farmer’s Bar & Grill, Highway 62, Risco (573) 396-5572
Jim & Jerry’s Restaurant, Pub & Billiards 336 Vine St. Poplar
Bluff (573) 686-2006
LeeBo’s Road House & Bait Shop - Highway 84 East,
Caruthersville (573)359-4493
Mona’s Clymax II - 215 Ward Ave., Caruthersville (573)3333003
Pockets, 1444 Independence Cape Girardeau (573) 3352233
Scotty’s Sports Bar & Grill - 4802 West Village (PP Hwy.)
Poplar Bluff (573) 686-9300
Stevie P’s, 207 Second St. Qulin
Wheels Sports Bar & Grill, Highway 25 and Highway
62,Malden (573) 276-5512
Wild River Pub & Grill, 3765 Hwy W, Farmington
Cuba/Rolla
Joe and Linda’s Tater Patch, off I-44 Exit 186 (573) 3683111
Branson/Springfield
Midnite Rose, 18942 State Hwy 13, Branson West

Club listings
.A.R.M (Association Of Recovering Motorcyclists) Chapter
13 - Support and brotherhood for bikers in recovery. Meeting
and event dates vary. For info contact GO at 618-521-5499 or
Gofurfarm@peoplepc.com
A.B.A.T.E
Backroads Chapter - Meetings are held the 2nd Sunday of the
month at 1:00 p.m. at Pop-a-Tops in Ellis Grove, IL. on Rt. 3 for
more information please email shev@egyptian.net
Freedom By Choice Chapter – Macon County area our monthly
chapter meetings are held the 2nd Sunday of every month starting
at 1:00 p.m. at the DAV (unless otherwise noted)
Great River Chapter – Meetings the second Sunday of the
month at 2:00 PM sites vary for more info email
greatriverabate@msn.com.
Missouri Gateway Chapter – Meetings are held the 3rd
Thursday of the month at 7:00 PM at the V.F.W. 10817 Midland,
St.Louis,MO for info email webmaster@abateformissouri.com.
Peo-Taz Chapter – visit www.peo-taz.org for more info
Piasa-Gateway Chapter - chapter meetings are held the 2nd
Saturday of every month starting at 7:00 p.m. Our meetings are
held at the Edwardsville V.F.W. Post 1299 the V.F.W. is located
7108 Marine Rd., Rte. 143 East, Edwardsville, IL.
Prairieland Chapter - meetings are held the 3nd Sunday of
every month starting at 1:00 p.m at the Prairieland ABATE
Building located at 1901 N. Railroad Av., Decatur, Illinois
St. Clair Co meetings are held on the 2nd Thursday of each
month - 7 p.m., at the Fairview Hts. Elks Club, corner of Old
Lincoln Trail and Hwy. 161, Fairview Hts. IL.
American Legion Riders, Chapter Two - Meeting: Fourth
Wednesday, at 7:30pm, at American Legion Post 162 For More
Info Call: Rich-314.832.2469
Association MC Jonesboro, AR visit www.associationmc.com
for info
Bikers Against Child Abuse: East Missouri Chapter Meets on
the third Sunday of every month At the Knights of Columbus
hall on McMenamy road, off of HWY 70 and MidRivers Mall
Drive At 10:00 am, all bikers and bikes are welcome Call toll
free 877-773-8790 or visit our website www.bacausa.com
Bootleggers MC - welcomes all brands of bikes monthly meeting
First Saturday of the month Lon Bishop (Pup) Pres (618) 2516160. Please call this number for further information.
Christian Motorcycle Assn: (CMA) 2nd Thurs 7:30pm, Fire
Mountain, 8925 Watson Rd., Crestwood, MO. Call Jim at 314434-2282
Cosmic Riders Motorcycle Association - a new chapter in
Waterloo,Illinois. our Website is www.cosmicriders.com or call
Moondog 618-363-6614 email: moondog@htc.net
Cross Road Riders Meetings on the 2nd Sunday of every month
at the Union, MO public library, just off of Highway 50. Contact
Lonnie Stallmann at 636-583-4871, llscmaer@hotmail.com or
Phil Tolliver at 636-239-4055 or ptolliver001@charter.net
Good News Riders 2nd Thurs 7:30 PM Ryan’s 8925 Watson
Crestwood, MO. Call 636 296 3120 TTP://midwestrider.com/
goodnews.jpg.
Servant Riders – meetings on the 3rd Saturday of the month at
10:00 a.m. at Treasures of the Kingdom Christian Bookstore,
525 Lincoln Hwy, Fairview Heights, Illinois. All are welcome.

For info contact Roger Snyder 618-233-3443 or e-mail
cmariders@charter.net.
Semo Son Riders - www.cmausa.org
Steelhorse Prophets – www.cmausa.org
Chouteau Island Partners (Off Road MC Group) 1st
Thursday of month HTTP://w.icss.net/~squirts/island.htm Look
for Tom Downing through the web site.
Dream Weavers Motorcycle Club – meetings 1st Thursday of
the month at the Woodriver VFW at 7 PM visit geocities.com/
dreamweavers for more info.
Euro Motor Union of Greater St. Louis: meetings are held at
7:30 pm 1st Tues Sports Page Inn, Old Rte. 3 South of Dupo IL.
(314) 994 1257
The Fat Boys ‘Ride with Pride - every Third Sunday to ride.
We meet from 11:00am - 12:00pm, then roll at 12:12. Meeting
spots change each month, so check the website each month. This
is a Fat Boy only Ride, for info e-mail Trick at
www.thefatboys@charter.net
FOG MC – Freaking Old Guys Motorcycle group must be 45+
to join all bikes are welcome for info or to join email
budtrk@hotmail.com there will soon be a website also
fogmc.com.
Freedom of Road Riders:
Local 20 – meetings last Sunday of the month 1 PM at
Dexter, MO Eagles Hwy 25 North www.angelfire/mo2/road
riders
Local 24 - Meetings 3rd Sun of the month 6 PM at
VFW Hall, 10817 Midland, St. Louis, MO
Local 25 - meetings the 4th Thursday 7:00 PM at the
American Legion Hall in “Old Town St. Peters, MO” (636) 2785910.
Local 28 - Meetings the 1st Fri of the month, 7 pm at
the Pulaski County Shrine Club, Hwy 17 South, Buckhorn, MO.
For info email local28@earthlink.net or visit http://
home.earthlink.net/~local28/
Local 32 - Meetings first Sunday of the month 1 pm, at
LeeBo’s Roadhouse Highway 84 East, Caruthersville, MO
Local 34 – meetings third Weds of the month at
Bullwinkle’s Pub Hwys T and 60 East Poplar Bluff, MO
www.forr34.org
Local 35 – Meetings on the 3rd Sat of the month at the
American Legion Hall in Artesian Park Clinton, MO at 5:00 PM
Local 38 - meetings the 1st Sunday of the month 11:30
AM at TJ’S Bar & Grill Hwys 61/67 & Z in Pevely, MO
(636) 464-2941.
Local 42 - meetings the last Weds of the month 6:30
PM at Roadhouse 100, 2763 Hwy 100, Gray Summit, MO
636-629-1390.
Freedom Riders – welcomes all bikers and bikes to come ride
with them email to Ride4JC1@aol.com for more info.
GATEWAY River Rats meets the Second Saturday of the month
at 11 AM at Good Times Tavern, 200 N Main St, Dupo, IL;
please check the web site for details. –HYPERLINK “http://
groups.yahoo.com/group/gateway_river_rats/” —http://
groups.yahoo.com/group/gateway_river_rats/
Gateway X-treme Riders Assoc - STL MO area including Metro
East IL Club is primarily for owners/riders of Honda VTX

cruisers. All bikes are welcome. Web site:
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/
gatewayvtx
Gold
Wing
Road
Riders
Association GWRRA Have various
meeting locations in the Metro St. Louis
Area. Check out the one nearest you at
www.stlouisgwrra.homestead.com
Honda Sport touring Assn. St Louis
regularly-scheduled ride is First Saturday,
which starts at the Eureka MO Quick Trip
at 9 am (summer) or 10 am (winter). Visit
http://autos.groups.yahoo.com/group/
MO-SIL-HSTA for info
Illinois
Motorcyclists
Rights
Association - an organization that
concentrates on the street riders’ rights
Website is ilmotorcyclists.org
In Country Vets Motorcycle Club members are all Vietnam Veterans who
served in-country. Must own motorcycle
of at least 500cc., any typefor info visit
www.icvmc.com, or phone 618-910-3698
Knights Of The WORD MM – for more
info
visit
http://
www.knightsoftheWORDmm.com
LOMA (Lake Ozark Motorcycle
Association) Events/Rides Hotline (573)
480-7433
Marion Roadrunners Riders Group –
an all bike, rider group that gets together
on Sundays and rides, meetings are held
on the 3rd Tuesday of the month at 7pm
at the Eagles Hall in Marion, IL. The
meetings are open to every one. More info
as well as events are available on their web
site www.marionroadrunners.com.
MidSouth Riders - Northwest Tennessee
www.midsouthriders.com
Midwest Trail Riders Assn. Email
mtra@ridemtra.com www.ridemtra.com
Event hotline (314) 314 434 5095
Midwest Cafe Racing Assn-Ride Line
(314)
481
8078
Email
Rideline@mcraracing.com
or
www.mcraracing.com
Missouri Mules Motor Club Inc - Meets
every Thursday at 7:00PM at: Judy’s
Fireside
2128 Woodson RD Overland Mo. 63114
314 429 0555
Missouri Road Dogs - Sikeston, MO, email Moroaddog@aol.com for more
information
Norton Owners Club -Interested parties
can contact me directly at my address
shurst01@mail.win.org or http://
groups.yahoo.com/group/gnoa

Outlanders – All motorcycles, family
oriented org promoting fun events without
negative attitudes, drugs or alcohol.
Meetings are the last Sunday of the month
at 1:00 PM at the New Horizons Park, 205
W. McArthur, Cottage Hills, IL. http://
www.outlandersweb.com
Patriots MC Paragould AR call Don
(870) 240 – 3925.
Reelfoot Lake Night Riders - Tipton, TN
www.reelfootlakenightriders.com
River Road Riders, All Brand
Motorcycle Club meetings are held the
2nd Weds of the month at the Alton Sports
Tap 7:00 PM
Road Raptors Riding Club meets at
Fairview Heights, IL VFW Hall on Rte.
159 at 7:00 PM first Wednesday of the
month all bike brands welcome, for
additional club information. http://
www.r3c.org
Road Riders for Jesus Alton IL meets
the 4th Thu each month 6:30pm Golden
Corral 2723 Corner Court Parkway Tom
314-922-5670
Road Riders for Jesus Belleville IL
Meets the 2nd Mon each month 6:30pm
Amarillo Tex’s 4240 W Main Glenn
(Hogdaddy) 618-972-5875
Road Riders for Jesus Decatur IL Meets
the 3rd Tue each month 6:30pm Round
Table Restaurant 2959 N Oakland Dr Bob
217-620-4196
Road Riders for Jesus Effingham IL
meets the 3rd Mon each month at 6:30 pm
Ponderosa 131 N. Keller Drive Fred 217342-6430
Road Riders for Jesus Joplin MO meets
the 4th Sat each month 8am Petro Truck
Stop I-44 & Hwy 43 Ron 417-843-3965
Road Riders for Jesus Kingdom City
MO meets the 1st Sat each month 8am
Petro Truck Stop 3304 Gold Ave Randy
573-564-6167
Road Riders for Jesus Lincoln IL meets
the 3rd Fri. each month 6:30pm Wendy’s
2815 Woodlawn Rd Cleo 309-562-7370
Road Riders for Jesus Litchfield IL
meets the 4th Sat each month at 11am
Maverick 1403 Stamer Rd David 217324-2467
Road Riders for Jesus Montgomery
City MO meets the 3rd Sat each month
5pm Maggie’s Truck Stop New Florence
Jct Randy 573-564-6167
Road Riders for Jesus Mount Vernon
IL meets the 3rd mon each month 6:30pm

Ryan’s 4615 Broadway St. Ron 618-2667129
Road Riders for Jesus North St Louis
County MO meets the 2nd Sat each
month 9:30am Grace Church St Louis
2695 Creve Coeur Mill Rd Maryland Hts
Mike 636-940-9033
Road Riders for Jesus Peoria IL meets
the 2nd Mon each month 6:30pm Pizza
Works 3221 N Prospect Peoria Heights,
IL Terry 309-231-1670
Road Riders for Jesus Saint Charles
MO meets the 3rd Sat each month 8am
Holiday Inn 4221 Veteran’s Memorial
Parkway Jack 636- 447-8138
Road Riders for Jesus Saint Louis MO
meets the 2nd Sat each month 3pm
Ponderosa Delores Dr & Hwy 30 Fenton
MO John 314-631-5690
Road Riders for Jesus Shelbyville IL
meets the 2nd Mon each month 6:30pm
Mcdonald’s 1012 W Main St Jerry 217774-5405
Road Riders for Jesus Sullivan, IL meets
the 1 st Tue each month The Spot
Restaurant 10 E Harridon St.Pete 217728-7566
Road Riders for Jesus Troy IL meets the
3rd Thu each month 6:30pm at Burger King
700 Edwardsville Rd Mike 618-346-2462
Road Riders for Jesus Vandalia IL
meets the 4th Mon each month 6:30pm
Ponderosa 2727 Veterans Ave Darrell 618283-4141
Road Riders for Jesus Wright City MO
meets the 1st Sat each month 5pm Church
of the Nazarene Hwy 70 exit 200 Rod 636745-3901
Road Rebels Riding Club – An all brand
riding club, for more info about the club
email President Rick”Grumpy”White
roadrebelgrump@yahoo.com or 618-9724951
Shadow Riders of Greater St. Louis
MO. WWW.Shadowriders- stl.com meet
on 4th Tues of month at Manchester Elks
lodge at 7pm (314) 477 9976 ext 772.
Southern Breed Kennett, MO Chapter
– For info visit www.southernbreed.com.
Southern Cruisers Chapter 47 – St
Louis,
MO
E-Mail
john.platten@swbell.net for more info.
Columbia, MO Chapter – visit
the website www.southerncruisers.net or
email midlam69@aol.com
Southern Illinois Star Riders meet the
first Sunday of each month in Collinsville,
IL. Contact wizardandangel@yahoo.com

or visit autos.groups.yahoo.com/group/
southernillinoisstarriders/
Southwest Illinois Ronin Riding Club –
meets the 1st Saturday of each month at
Noon at various area locations. Ride
follows monthly meeting. This is an allbrand riding club, call Bonedaddy @ 618696-7768 or Trainwreck @ 618-973-6405
for meeting location or more
information.
http://
autos.groups.yahoo.com/group/
SW_Illinois_Ronin_RC/
St Louis Motorcycle Club meets the 2nd
Thursday of the month at Goff-Moll
American Legion Hall, 2721 Collier,
Brentwood, MO. Meeting time is 7:30 PM
and all are welcome call (314) 771-7100
or visit www.yahoo.com/group/STLMC
for more info
Star Touring and Riding Chapter 275Meetings 1pm 1st Sunday of month at
Victory Lane Power Sports in Swansea.
A family organization of all bikes.
Contact chapter president Jeff Smith,
cmsro1@sbcglobal.net , 618-977-2184, or
visit www.star275.org
Tribe of Judah Motorcycle Ministry –
St Louis Meets 3rd Saturday at 7PM Jack
Sims
636-398-8488
www.tribeofjudah.com
Vendetta’s M/C, Bootheel Chapter P.O. Box 831,Doniphan, MO 63935
Kzkat1420@gmail.com
Veterans of Vietnam M/C-VoVMC
Membership is open to all Honorably
Discharged Vietnam Era Veterans.
http://www.vovma.org/VOVMA.html
Vietnam Veterans M/C – for more
information on this club email them at
vnvmcillusa@yahoo.com
Vietnam Vet’s M/C USA MO (314) 4401033
Women On Wheels Heartland Chapter
meetings are the 4th Weds of the month at
7:00 at Color-Art Integrated Interiors,
1325 North Warson Rd., St. Louis, MO
visit www.heartlandwow.org. for info
Harley Owners Groups HOG
Alton, IL. HOG Chapter 4th Thurs of
month 7:30 PM at Alton Sports Tap Route
140 & Route 3 Alton, IL..... Ladies of
Harley 4th Thurs also at Alton Sports Tap,
Banquet room.
Belleville, IL HOG Chapter 3rd Wed of
month, 7:30 PM at the ELKS club at
corner of Route 161 and Lincoln Trail in

Fairview Heights, IL. Call dealership if
you have questions (618) 277 8864.
WWW.Friezeharley-davidson.com.
Bourbeuse Valley HOG Chapter 2 nd
Sunday of the month, 10:30 AM at
Borbeuse Valley Harley-Davidson 1418
Hwy AT, Villa Ridge meets inside the old
store call (636) 451-0106 for more info
or directions.
Decatur IL HOG Chapter meetings are
held on the second Tuesday of each month
at 6:30pm in the dealership.
Festus Mo. HOG Chapter 1st Wed of
month, 7:30 at Surdyke Harley Davidson
2435 Highway 67, Festus, MO. Please
call the dealership for more info (636) 931
8700.
Gateway to the West HOG Chapter 3rd
Weds of the month 8:00 PM at Gateway
to the West Harley Davidson, 3600 Lemay
Ferry Rd., St. Louis, MO, LOH meets the
4th Tuesday of the month at the Carusso’s
in Oakville, MO. at 7:30 PM for more info
go to www.gatewayhog.org.
Kirkwood Mo. Chapter 2nd Tuesday of
the month at Goff-Moll American Legion
Hall, 2721 Collier, Brentwood, MO. The
LOH meeting is held at Culpeppers, 312
S Kirkwood, Kirkwood, MO on the first
Thursday of month. Everyone is welcome.
Contact (314)
544
HAUG
or
www.Kirkwoodhog.com.
Ozark Mountain HOG of Lebanon,
MO. meetings are held the tird Sunday
of each month @ 1 pm, at Ozark HarleyDavidson , 2300 Evergreen Parkway,.
During the months of May-Sep, meeting
are held @ 11 pm. For info contact
www.ozarkharley-davidson.com or 417532-2900
River
Roads
HOG
Chapter
1st Wednesday of the month. 6pm Social
/ 7pm Business Meetings alternate
between TNT Action Sports (Chapter
Sponsor at 5101 Oak Street, Quincy) and
Tri-State area establishments. For more
info www.rrchog.com or call
217.224.1004
Springfield IL HOG Chapter Meetings
are held the second Wednesday of each
month @ 7:00 pm, at Breaktime
St Charles HOG Chapter: 3rd Tues of
the month 7 pm at St. Charles Moose
Lodge 2705 Interstate 70 or visit
www.stcharleshog.com or email
webmaster@stcharleshog.com .

Upcoming Events

January
1st Road Raptors Snowball Run starts
at VFW in Fairview Heights, IL
8th Belle-Clair Swap Meet
14th ABATE Snow Ball Poker Run
sign up at Berkshire Inn in East Alton,
IL618-258-8680
20th Mardi Gras Ball sponsored by
the Eastside Mardi Gras Assc. at the
Swansea Improvement Hall from 8 to
midnight call (618) 207-0361 for info
February
10th Mardi Gras Ball sponsored by
Gateway to the West HOG at Arnold
Elks in Imperial, MO doors open at 7
music from 8 to 12.
17th Hot, Sweet & Sticky Dance at the
Alton Moose Lodge 526 E Delmar
Alton, IL doors open at 7 music starts at
8 party till midnight

Joke of the Month
Skills Test...
You are driving in a car at a
constant speed. On your right
side is a valley and on your left
side is a fire engine traveling
at the same speed as you.
In front of you is a galloping
pig which is the same size as
your car and you cannot
overtake it.
Behind you is a helicopter
flying at ground level. Both the
giant pig and the helicopter
are also traveling at the same
speed as you.
What must you do to safely
get out of this highly
dangerous situation?
Answer below*

Get your drunk ass
off the merry-goround!!!

SHADY JACK’S 10 TH ANNIVERSARY your mouth water. The place was packed everyone was
CELEBRATION
having a hell of a good time, so I bellied up to the bar and
ordered a cold one. Of course the “angels” behind the bar
By David Camden
were waiting to fulfill your every need. I sat there and
watched the bikes roar in and the people just keep coming
through the doors. The band was rocking with some down
home back street blues, which just gave you chills.

“The biker gods really smiled on us today” I remember
thinking as I strapped my rolled up leather jacket to my
apes and hooked my lid to my sissy bar,( Hey I might wear
it……It could happen) pointed my bike toward the river
and fired it up. My next stop was to be a piece of biker
heaven, known as Shady Jack’s Saloon’s for their 10th
anniversary celebration in St. Louis, Mo.
If you have never been to Jack’s, you need to put it at the
very top of your must do list. Jack and his staff are very
down to earth friendly people. They make you feel like
family as soon as you hit the door. It’s rare to find a place
like that now days.
The party was all ready rock’n by the time I rolled in and
it wasn’t even noon yet. The bikes where stacked up out
front….and the side lot was filling up fast. People were
gathered on the walk, checking out the bikes, meeting new
friends and catching up with old ones. Inside the smell of
two hogs roasting in some homemade BBQ sauce made

I was lucky enough to get the chance to talk with Jack and
his sister for a bit. They took time to show me around his
place. This place just isn’t a bar; it’s an all-in-one stop for
bikers. Of course you have the bar with Tammy and girls
behind it. Then right across from it is Old School Choppers.
Need some parts or wrenching? Then they can hook you
up. They had some fine looking old school choppers sitting
around. Right up stairs tucked away in a corner is Karen’s
Leather Repair. Got a rip in that jacket or need a patch
stuck on? Then Karen’s the girl for you. Right across from
Karen’s you have Rick’s Roadhouse Biker wear. A cool
little shop with everything you need. T- Shirts, hats, maybe
a sexy thong for that little lady of yours, pretty much
anything you could need but just can’t find at the store
down the road. On the other side of the building is North
Broadway Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu. They put on a heart pounding
martial arts fighting exhibition. Coming soon on the same
floor is Raven’s Tattoo Corner. I am sure they will be
slinging some stylish ink before the snow flies. I am looking
forward to checking them out and adding some fresh ink to
the ones I already have.
The celebration raged on. The bikes thundered in and out
but the people never left. Maybe they were waiting for the
wet t-shirt contest. Lord knows I was. But like any good
day on the bike, time flew by. So I fought my way through
the crowd looking for the door. I caught up with Jack and
thanked him for a great time and a hell of a celebration.
There is something to be said about treating people like
friends and not just customers. And that’s what Shady Jack’s
is all about. “Good times is like good sex……..you never

forget where you got it. “ –Shady Jack- . So stop in and
have a cold one, buy Jack one and tell him the “The Biking
Life” sent ya!!!
Shady Jacks 314-241-HOGG
Ricks Roadhouse Bikerwear 314-629-3572

Frank’s First Alarm Bar
7800 Virginia
(314) 638- 9272
Happy Hour Mon - Sat 11 to 6 PM
$1.50 Long Necks
Wednesday Bike Night
$1.00 Long Necks 8 - 11 PM
Karaoke Sat Nights 9 - 1 AM
Always Biker Friendly with a great
wait staff to ser
ve you
serve

Jingle Bells and Rumbling Pipes
by Killer Miller

In December, right before Christmas, Pat Bush and
her crew at Doc’s Harley-Davidson decided they
would play Santa for all of their loyal customers. As
usual, they pulled out all the stops and their party
was a real blowout, with a Santa almost too real for
words, the elf Cher taking photos of all the good
little kids, a chili cook-off by the Ladies of Harley,
and deals galore. It was such a good time that the
city of Kirkwood had to do traffic control on some
of the side streets because of the number of people
looking for parking. Deals were made, bikes and tshirts and doodads were sold, and photos were
taken. All in all, a great time was had by everyone. If
you’re in the St. Louis area and want to do business
with good people, Pat and her gang at Doc’s HarleyDavidson are among the best, and they’ve got the
customers to prove it. Well, I’m off, waiting for
warmer weather…Killer.

We Are Not On Main Street But We

Are A Nice Ride From Anywhere
Iron Hog has great financing
plans available regardless of
history. We also offer the
Midwest’s Best prices on ‘06
Harleys, there is a two year
warranty on all new customs
and Harleys. We have bikes
available as low as $2,000, EVOs,
Pans, Shovels & Ironhead

We are still building dreams but we also feature a full line of parts and accessories
from NOS systems, bars, rolling chasis and of course we always feature Iron Hog
Custom Motorcycles, if you want to make sure you are getting the best deal you
must check us before you buy. We guarantee the rider in your house would love
something under the tree from Iron Hog Cycles.

Putting on the Ritz Is Always a Hit
by Al ‘Slow Talker’ Wilson

well as write a bit too. To be entirely truthful, we didn’t
just visit with friends since some of the attendees wanted
their own copies of the DVD. As luck would have it, we
just happened to have a few copies with us so we did
perform a few transactions. Then we joined other attendees
like Wild Bill from Ted’s Motorcycle World and Pat Bush
of Doc’s Harley Davidson on the dance floor.

During the evening, there is a display of all the latest in
leather and lace fashions on some of the hottest looking
women in the region. That is enough to ignite my interest!
However, while this night is a celebration of sensuality, it
also benefits local charities—the charities which benefit
rotate with the year. This year’s beneficiary is one of my
favorites, the Hartbauer McBride Foundation which is
perhaps better known as “Bikers Helping Bikers.” The
foundation uses our donations to help other bikers and their
families. They help anyone in the Missouri and Illinois area
that has a true need, regardless of what you ride or anything
else that makes one different.

The event to be seen at every year in St. Louis is the Annual
Leather and Lace Dance at the Casa Loma Ballroom in
south city. This is a fantastic place to see old friends and
make new ones. There is always awesome entertainment
both by the featured bands and also by a large number of
the attendees who participate in the evenings adult-oriented
contests. If you haven’t ever attended one of these dances,
these tickets are some of the most difficult in town to get.
The dance held on Nov 18th was a welcome respite after
three nights of our DVD Debut parties throughout the metro
area and moving the final few items out of my house and
into Joy’s. We took a night off and just visited with friends.
We did bring a camera, but we already had the magazine’s
photographic needs being tended to by Jim Harvey and
David Camden, two of our very talented photographers who
are always able to provide me with pictures I can use as

One of the things I like about this foundation is that all of
its board of directors and organizational liaisons are unpaid
volunteers so all monies raised go to needy people. It was
very fortuitous that this was their year to receive the
proceeds because it hasn’t been the best of years for them.
Their dance was cursed with rain which held down
attendance and then when the time rolled around for their
annual poker run, the weather gods once again interceded
against them. The proceeds from the Annual Leather and
Lace Dance at the Casa Loma will go a long way toward
helping them to recover from these setbacks.
The need Hartbauer McBride Foundation services is not
just one that goes on during the riding season; it is a need
that exists all year. They are a charity that is recognized by
the IRS which means your contributions are tax deductible.
It is possible to increase the size of your gift if the company
you work for matches charitable giving by its employees.
Usually it’s a very easy process to initiate the matching
gift. Please contact Wildman at (636) 227-7591and tell him
you’d like to help out.

But back to the contests, there are two for female
participants, one being the leather contest and the other the
lace contest. These are the ones that get the interest of all
of the males in attendance! The ladies go all out to win
these contests apparently sparing no expense to purchase
garments that will showcase their most appealing physical
attributes. Once on stage their task is to entice the judges
to vote for them; the judges seem to enjoy this especially. I
will digress for a moment here, but I think as the publisher
of the leading motorcycle publication in the area, I should
be one of the judges; however, apparently no one else does
yet. The competition is good-natured while still being hotly
contested if you know what I mean.
After these contests there is a contest for the ladies’
enjoyment, the men’s leather competition. Well, I think this
contest is for the ladies pleasure, but from where I view
these things I think the men get a lot better deal. The women
involved in the leather and lace contests have much more
visually appealing characteristics; I am not sure the same
can be said about the male participants. But I must admit, I
am no good judge of that so must let the ladies decide!
As at all motorcycle events we are all equals, united
by the passion of cruising down life’s roads on two wheels.
We can’t wait till next year for some more of the same type
of merriment to kick off the holiday party season!

Killer and Joyce’s Rocky Mountain Adventure
by Killer Miller
Part Two: Into (and Out Of) Dodge
“…and starring James Arness as Marshal Matt Dillon.”
For most of you this doesn’t mean anything, but readers of
my generation know this as the sign on for Gunsmoke, the
TV Western that took place in the cattle town of Dodge
City, Kansas. This town was first on Joyce and my list of
things to see on the Rocky Mountain trip, and we arrived
there after one and a half days on the road.
Marshal Dillon was fictional, but the real characters who
lived here are just as legendary: names like Wyatt Earp,
Doc Holliday, and Bat Masterson all ring in the legends of
the Old West. Dodge City keeps these legends alive on its
front street, where we met the current marshal (one of the
last active mounted U.S. marshals), Charlie Meade. He has
been either a marshal or deputy since the 1960s and really
looks the part. Of course, what would a visit to Dodge City
be without a trip to Miss Kitty’s Long Branch, and yes, I
had a beer (I did, too: a root beer—Joyce). After taking in
some shows, we visited where the Real West was buried:
the Boot Hill cemetery. Later, we took the tour and felt
what a buffalo stampede would have felt like and heard the

talking bull (and that’s no bull, folks).
By then, the day was waning and it was time to move, as
more of Kansas loomed ahead. We stopped in Pratt, Kansas
(home of the Pratt in Pratt and Whitney plane engines of
WWII fame), to visit the world’s deepest hand-dug well:
120 feet deep and 30 feet across. It was dug in 1887-1888
at the cost of $45,000, and like so many other things in
Kansas, it reminded us of The Wizard of Oz. As we crossed
from Kansas into Colorado, we met Jim, a Tribe of Judah
member on his way to meet his wife in Denver on his 1984
Lowrider. It’s always nice to talk to other riders and hear
their stories.
For those readers who don’t know, the Rockies don’t start
right when you get into Colorado. For the most part, the
first day of Colorado riding looked just like Kansas, except
the color of the asphalt on Route 50 changes, as does the
color of the cop cars. After getting a room in Lamar, we
had dinner at a restaurant attached to the gas station. They
had good food, which surprised me because road food
usually goes one of three ways:
1. Good
2. Fair or indifferent, and
3. Oh my God, what is this crap?!
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The next morning we gassed up, ate up, and rolling we
went though Lamar (there is a famous Detroit Tigers pitcher
from here, but I can’t remember who) and La Junta before
taking the turn toward Pueblo. This was the first large city
we rode though. It’s the gateway to the Rockies—you can
really start to see the mountains’ outline from here and you
know you are getting close.
Pueblo would prove time-consuming, as a 10-minute gas
stop took over an hour and a half as Joyce and I had our
first on-the-road accident, and we weren’t even on the bike.
Instead, the bike got run into and knocked down on the
parking lot while we were inside the mini mart. The poor
kid who hit it probably thought I was going to kill him (as
did I—Joyce) as a string of words not fit to print came out
of me. But geez, it was a brand-new, unscarred bike there
laying on the ground. After I convinced him that it would
be in his best interest to help me get it on its tires again
(thank God for the crash bars), we exchanged paperwork
and calmed down.
It was after this that Joyce and I decided we were tired of
cramming stuff into the bags. A trip to the Rockies—even
in the summer—demands both summer and fall clothing,
so we went off to find a tank bag (yes, they’re goofylooking, but they work). My son has my original that I
bought on our honeymoon in Nashville. We found such a
bag at the country’s sixth-oldest Honda dealership, Timme
Honda in Pueblo, Colorado. In addition, they had a really
cool museum featuring old Indians that AMA Hall of Famer
(and one of the founders of the Sturgis Rally) Walter Timme
started. The museum’s exhibits included a 1915 Powerplus,
bikes from the 1920s (including a 101 Scout), a lineup of
all the important Hondas, a Vincent Rapide, and a BSA
Gold Star. It is so cool to stumble on stuff like this on a
trip, and my thanks go out to the manager for letting us
look around.
Well loaded up with the new tank bag (thanks, Joyce), we
motored ever higher on roads and scenery that we will visit
in Part Three as Joyce, I, and the big TC motor our way to
the 2-Mile-High Club. Next time, Killer.
Edityor’s note: Many thanks to Killer for this travel piece
I apologize to him if I’m not including the right pictures
though.

Tattoo of the Month

Well, our travels throughout the year took us to
Decatur, IL, for the Rally in the Valley and what a fun
time it was! While I was there, I spied Ed Elizondo’s
tat, and I thought it was sharp so I asked him to tell me
a little bit about it. Like I said we were in Decatur and
Ed told me this was his home town. The ink was done
by Little Frank at Just a Little Prick on Eldorado.
As you can see the tat is of Mary with Jesus. Ed told
me he chose the design as a tribute to his grandmother.
That is certainly something to which I can relate. To
get to this stage of completion, the artist had spent
numerous hours, and the tat was still going to require
another 8.5 hours of coloring! If you want to check
this out a little closer, you can usually find Ed at work
at Viking Customs in Decatur.
Got some sharp ink send it in to us you may
find yourself immortalized.

The Biking Life Magazine is always
looking for customer service oriented
salespeople/contributors
Currently there are openings for:
Springfield/Branson MO area
Springfield/Decatur IL area
If you live here or elsewhere email us
jobs@thebiking life.com

