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Letter from the Editor

by Jim Furey

Once again, our states’ Motorcycle

Rights Organizations—A.B.A.T.E. and

F.O.R.R— have been busy and

successful. F.O.R.R. has seen the

successful passage of a bill in the

Missouri House of Representatives

making the wearing of helmets by

anyone over 21 years old an act of choice. Their (and

our) work isn’t done yet, though. The Senate version was

derailed at the end of the session when attention was

drawn from this issue to that of gay marriage, among

others. Through the efforts of F.O.R.R., this bill came

close to passage this year. Maybe with your support they

will get it done next year. If F.O.R.R. calls for your

support in this endeavor, please stand up and give it to

them. On the other side of the river, A.B.A.T.E. staged a

successful call-in program to keep Illinois legislators

from adding a rider to a bill making it mandatory to wear

a helmet while operating an ATV. It seems like that might

be an insidious way to backdoor the whole helmet issue.

We hope that you were able to come to our anniversary

celebration at Gallagher’s GetAWay in Freeburg,

Illinois. As always, we saw a lot of friends of The Biking

Life there and we appreciate your support. We are

planning another celebration this month at The Brick

Bistro on Watson Road in St. Louis, because we don’t

want to leave our Missouri readers out of the fun.

We finally did it, folks: there is a short story in this issue

about the East Side Party Run 2004, a sport bike poker

run. We have always wanted to provide coverage to our

sport bike riding readers. We would like for this

magazine to appeal to all motorcycle riders, although it

may not always appear that way. Our man Killer Miller

has also given us our first racing coverage—another

spoke we have wanted to add to the wheel. You will read

more about sport bike events in subsequent issues. We

are also on the lookout for our first-ever bike of the

month from the sport bike ranks, so if you think yours is

worthy, send us an e-mail and we’ll certainly check it

out. There will also be more racing coverage in our

coming issues. These are topics we have heard you

would like to see, so as we grow we will try to deliver

more to you. We have also heard your request to bring

back the jokes. We intended to have jokes in every issue,

but sometimes they have been bypassed so that we might

present other information. We won’t do that again.

The staff of The Biking Life tries to get to as many places

and events as we can, but unfortunately we can’t be

everywhere. There are some friends that I haven’t seen in

 a while, but I guarantee you, I will fix that because we

appreciate all the friends this publication has and treasure

all of you. If you see us at your event but don’t find a

related article in the magazine, check out the photo

gallery at www.thebikinglife.com; you may at least see

some pictures there.



MON - THURS 10:30 - 6:30

FRIDAY              10:30 - 7:30

SATURDAY       10:00 - 6:00

TOLL  FREE

1-888-827-5560
GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

NEW CLOTHING LINES FROM:
Playboy

Orange County Chopper

Monster Garage

Check Out Our rally wear , our new

light weight summer riding wear and

the Latest Styles in Sunglasses

10566 Page Avenue

St. Louis, Missouri 63132

Phone: (314) 429-4551

www.blackjackleather.com

blackjackleather@charter.net

10% OFF WITH THIS AD

7



Hog Rock, the Party Goes on

By Jim Furey

There are some parties that just can’t be stopped, one of

those is obviously the Hog Rock Rally held every year in

southeastern Illinois. This year’s event took place from

June 3rd to June 6th, despite floods of near biblical

proportions that caused people that had put their

campsites on dry land on Thursday to move them later in

the weekend as the waters of the Ohio River continued to

rise. The owner of the land and leader of the party Tim

York and his wife Theresa had to constantly be making

changes as the day of the event neared and the water

continued to rise. In spite of dealing with this very fluid

situation (no pun intended) they threw one of the best

parties I have ever attended. As the major events have

grown and the communities that host them become more

and more restrictive in what is appropriate behavior in

their streets. It is events like this that continue the

tradition of freedom that riding is supposed to embrace.

Some of the many campers at Hog Rock

I arrived at the campsite near Cave In Rock, Illinois on

Thursday evening. After setting up camp I walked the

grounds to see what all there was available to me there.

There were vendors of all types there everything food

and beverages, t-shirts, leather and other items of

interest. There were also vendors offering their services

there was a palm reader, tattoo artist, wrenches and some

folks doing airbrushing and painting as well. I talked to

several of the vendors throughout the course of the event

and they all said they did very good. I know that by the

end of the night on Saturday some of the food vendors

had run low but there were plenty of other options for

food available.

The rain did wash out some of the RV parking and there

was a rumor going around that because some of the RV

parking was cancelled, that the vent was cancelled but

even rumors like this couldn’t dissuade the thousand of

folks who came to “The Hottest Little Party in the

Midwest”. There was live music provided every night

until 3:30. Among the bands that played over the course

of the 3 nights were: Cottonmouth, Minx, Ross and

Rotten, Plain Strange, 5 O’clock Shadow, 64 East, the

Last Call Band and more. In addition to the

entertainment provided by these bands there were some

pretty wild contests each and every night and while we

would love to show you pictures of these, I am afraid

you’ll have to go to Hog Rock next year or visit the

companion festival Hog Rocktoberfest this fall.

On Saturday the Shawnee Hills A.B.A.T.E. Chapter ran

the field events among them were the Weinie bite, the

slow race, the plank race, balloon toss and many more.

These are always fun to watch and to participate in also.

If watching field events isn’t your bag,

There are several very cool and interesting places to ride

within an hour of the campgrounds. One place you

certainly have to go is of course Hog Daddy’s Saloon in

Old Shawneetown, IL. This is Tim and Theresa’s

establishment, they have live music on the weekends and

a visit here would be worthwhile any time one has a

weekend without any plans. Nearby there is also Cave In

Rock, the Garden of the Gods (which has some really

excellent rock formations), Crab Orchard Lake is another

nice place and there is also the large cross at Alto Pass

that is the site of one of the biggest bike blessings every

year.

The campers digging on the music

I spent some of my time on Friday visiting some of the

local sites. I of course had to buy t-shirts commemorating

my trip. I also did some day trips on Saturday ending up

in Mt. Vernon for a little while. I was having some

voltage regulator issues and when I went to start my bike

upon leaving Dale’s Harley Davidson nothing happened.

I went in and talked to the staff and with the help of a

young man named Jarrod we got my bike into the service



area and then he charge/jumped it. This was the first of

many jumps I got over the next two days but am glad to

report the bike is running much better now. I limped back

to the campgrounds and settled in for a night of hell

raising and enjoying the tunes. Oh I also took a bunch of

pictures some of which are included here but many of

which are on our website. I talked several times with Tim

and Theresa and thank them for their hospitality. They

also throw one hell of a shindig that neither hell nor high

water can slow down. I encourage all of you to make it to

either Hog Rocktoberfest this fall or Hog Rock next year.

I guarantee if you love fun then you won’t be

disappointed.

Hog Daddy’s Saloon in Old shawneetown, IL
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Something Completely Different

by Rich Aubuchon

I seriously wonder sometimes about the future of

this country. No, I’m not one of these fire-and-

brimstone types who believes Satan is conspiring

with Disney to perpetrate unspeakable evil. I believe

that we, one by one, are destroying the fabric of our

society. It’s not the big things, it’s the little things.

Things we used to be able to count on. The little

human decencies that now escape us.

I try to be a friendly and helpful guy. If you’ve got

an armful of boxes, I’ll hold the door for you. If you

drop something, I’ll pick it up. If you need to change

lanes, I’ll let you in. Yes, generally speaking, I’m

pretty accommodating. I believe that we should help

everybody who needs it whenever they need it. The

only thing I ask in return is a brief “Thank you,”

sincere or otherwise. Just make an effort to be

grateful, and please show me the same concern.

And another thing, while I’m at it... Don’t take every

possible inconvenience as a personal attack on you.

Things happen. Problems arise. People goof up. I

recently read about a guy in Des Moines, Iowa, who

received the wrong order at Taco Bell. You and I

might have quietly and politely explained the

problem and asked for the correct food, but this guy

chose to assault the counter girl with a chalupa. I

can’t imagine any set of circumstances that would

lead me to violate somebody with a chalupa. I can’t

even bring myself to eat one of those things, never

mind hurt somebody with it.

All we need to get this country out of the dumper is

a little common courtesy. I’ll give you an example. I

work for a living. I have two children and a wife. I

haven’t sat down or taken a nap in nearly a decade.

As a result, I’m lucky if I can find 10 minutes a

month to spend on yard work and other important

chores. And yet, there are people in my

neighborhood who actually mow their lawns, trim

their shrubs, water their flowers, and rake their

leaves. How insensitive and uncaring is that? If

those people had any sense of decency or

community, they would spend at least as much time

on my property as their own.



My daughter recently turned 8 years old. Her friends

came to the party, there were many gifts, and

afterward we instructed her to write thank-you cards

to all of her guests. She did so. My wife asked me to

mail them, so like a good husband I gathered them

up, put them in my car, and 3 weeks later they’re

still sitting in my glove compartment. I blame the

parents of those children. Was it really necessary to

send my daughter a gift? Think, people, think! Y’all

get so caught up in “being nice to the children” that

you don’t show any consideration for how it will

affect the parents. Thank-you cards? We let your kid

come to the party, shouldn’t that be enough? Selfish,

selfish, selfish.

I think we can lay the blame for all this self-

absorbed behavior squarely on the shoulders of

television advertising. For decades now we’ve been

led to believe that we deserve the best, that we can

have it all, and so on. It’s all nonsense. Most people

deserve a kick in the crotch, and if we’re lucky we

can have some of it.

Think you’re special? Okay, then. Why? Have you

cured cancer? Fed the hungry? Clothed the naked?

Probably not. You and I are just schlubs like all the

rest, lucky to make it through the day without

accidentally setting ourselves on fire. It’s a popular

myth that America is full of people like Bill Gates

and Henry Ford and Jonas Salk—people who work

hard, constantly achieve, and strive for excellence.

Nope. We’re fat, we’re lazy, we’re stupid, and we’re

proud of it. God knows I love NASCAR, but ain’t

nobody in that crowd curing nothing.

I guess what I’m getting at is that we’re not that

fantastic, as individuals. I’m sure you’re a nice

person with great taste and a fabulous sense of

humor, but be honest—we’re all pretty mediocre.

With all we’ve accomplished, think how much more

we would accomplish if everybody would stop

patting themselves on the back and start looking out

for each other. And, by “each other,” I mean me.

Stop what you’re doing, step back, and honestly ask

yourself, “What have I done to make Rich

Aubuchon’s life better today?” If the answer is

“nothing,” then I’d say it’s time to get to work. If

you need some hints, I look best in blue, I like

Chinese food, and I need to replace the air

conditioning in my house.

And another thing... If your job requires you to make

change, pay attention to what you’re doing and think

of the customer. Give the correct change, and

always, always, always put the coins in the

customer’s hand before the bills. He/she’s less likely

to drop the coins on the floor if you’re not dropping

them on top of the bills. A little pride in your work,

people.

I know all this sounds crazy, but I want you to

remember another guy who had some crazy ideas.

He walked around in a robe and sandals with long

hair and an untrimmed beard, telling people his

“crazy” ideas about love and peace and Heaven and

Hell. When you’re having a bad day, remember how

everybody called him a trouble-maker and a crazy

person... Yeah, when times get tough I want you to

remember Crazy Larry and the way he got arrested

for fondling a park ranger. Don’t let that happen to

you!

I’m kidding, of course. But I stand by the basic

principle. Do something nice for somebody,

especially somebody who isn’t expecting it. Help

somebody change a tire. If you’re weed-whacking

your yard, do your neighbor’s yard too. If you get

panhandled, buy the guy a hamburger. Go to the

children’s hospital and read to kids. Do something.

No matter how rough we think we’ve got it, there’s

somebody who’s got it worse. Even if all you can do

today is not yell at the cashier who gives you the

wrong change, that’s something. And something is a

lot better than nothing.

You can always contact Rich with your comments or

suggestions at rich@thebikinglife.com.
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Surdyke Supports the Troops

by Jim Furey

The Surdyke family of motorcycle dealerships stood

up in a big way on the weekend of May 22 and 23 to

show their support for the USO and the United States

Armed Forces. On Saturday they had bike shows at all

their dealerships, along with radio personalities and other

contests. Sunday’s events started off with the Gypsy

Rendezvous group ride and culminated with the

presentation of a check to the USO, the raffling off of a

2004 Fatboy, and the announcement of the overall

winner of the bike show.

Gateway to the West Dealership

Gary Surdyke, the owner of the dealerships and a

veteran himself, first approached the USO with the idea

last year. That event was a huge success, but this year’s

event was even more successful. The James S.

McDonnell USO, located at Lambert Field in St. Louis,

provides services free of charge to more than 114,000

service members and their families every year. I am

proud to say that my sister and the magazine’s editor,

Jennifer Furey, has volunteered her time at the USO for

the past 3 years.

We went over to the Gateway to the West dealership on

Saturday afternoon. The weather was great, and a bunch

of friendly folks were out enjoying the day, visiting with

KSHE 95 radio personality Katy Kruze, checking out the

really sharp bikes, and saying “Hello” to friends old and

new. Among the new friends we met were Ivy Trosclair

Jr. and his son, Ivy Trosclair III, the creative geniuses

behind Metry Custom Cycles. These talented builders

have a connection to St. Louis, that being that not only

did they build Rams tackle Kyle Turley’s bike but he is

also a partner in their company. Kyle showed up after

minicamp to visit and took time with all who approached

him. The Trosclairs will be appearing on the Discovery

Channel soon (watch for a more detailed article about

them and their fine machines in an upcoming issue). We

also had a chance to speak once again with Paul Yaffe,

whose super-sharp bikes have already graced these

pages.

Paul Yaffe and friend signing autographs

The hosts of this event—the staff members of the

dealership—were kept very busy, but with the help of

some of St. Louis County’s finest, the event had no

issues at all. Sunday dawned with the weather looking a

little ominous; undaunted, the riders from the three

dealerships made some small concessions to the weather

and rode on. I rode with the group that started at

Gateway to the West Harley-Davidson, while the

others departed Surdyke Harley-Davidson in Festus,

Missouri, and Dale’s Harley-Davidson in Mt. Vernon,

Illinois. It seemed like the line of motorcycles went on

forever as the 343 bikes that set off from Gateway left

the parking lot. Channel 2 was there, filming them all as

they left. The ride down to Fort Kaskaskia was fun. This

is really a beautiful spot overlooking the Kaskaskia

River, and I suggest you check it out. Lunch was

available, and off in the distance you could see the

lightning flash as the weather continued to threaten. It

rained a little while we were there, but not enough to

dampen the riders’ spirits. Paul Yaffe was on the ride

with our group and he traded stories with the other riders

and was very friendly and approachable.

The riders, more than 600 in all, from the three

dealerships then stopped at the National Veteran’s

Cemetery at Jefferson Barracks. If you have never been

there, it is a very moving place, with row upon row of

grave markers for those who have served our country.

The riders paused for a brief check presentation of

$2,000 and military volleys from the Missouri Military

Funeral Honors Team before receiving a police escort



members who guide new recruits at the airport—SGT

Pike and SPC Bernier. To see the joy that this

presentation gave them brought to life the words of

dealership owner Gary Surdyke: “This event stands for

everything that makes our country great. It’s about

freedom; it’s about supporting our troops, raising money

for the USO, and having a good time in the process.”

The three dealerships that together put on this event are:

Gateway to the West Harley-Davidson/Buell

3600 Lemay Ferry Rd

St. Louis, MO 63125

(314) 845-9900

http://www.gatewayhd.com

Surdyke Harley-Davidson/Buell

2435 Highway 67 South

Festus, MO 63028

(636) 931-8700

http://www.surdykeharley-davidson.com

Dale’s Harley-Davidson/Buell

205 North 44th Street

Mount Vernon, IL 62864

(618) 244-4116

http://www.dales-hd.com

Please support them with your patronage.

The scene at the National Veteran’s Cemetery and

Hooters Girls above.

back to the Gateway to the West dealership. There, music

was provided by the Good Time Oldies and the Little

Berry Jam bands. Food was served free of charge by

Hooter’s Restaurants and free beer was provided by the

good folks at Grey Eagle Anheuser-Busch Distributing.

The winners from the bike shows at the various dealers

were gathered at Gateway to the West to determine who

had the best bike. This was done by popular ballot, with

ballots being sold to raise more money for the USO. As

the event was drawing to a close, the winner of the Best

of Show for the three dealerships was announced. The

winner was Skip Nace; this proud owner of the winning

1949 Pan Head is also a member of the Festus HOG

Chapter.

The Fatboy winner Dawn Cissell.

Tickets were also sold for a chance to win a 2004 Harley-

Davidson Fatboy that was to be raffled off that day as

well. The excitement built as the time grew closer to

draw for this sharp piece of Milwaukee steel. The winner

of the bike, Dawn Cissell, was thrilled as her name was

called and she rushed up to the stage to claim her prize,

which was generously donated by the dealerships. At this

time the Gateway to the West HOG Chapter presented

their donation of $400 to the USO.

The highlight of the day, and what was the driving force

behind this, the largest dealer-sponsored event in the

Midwest, was the presentation of the check for the

$13,000 raised during this event to USO Development

Director Janice Raeber and the two Army service
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Club listings

.A.R.M  (Association Of

Recovering Motorcyclists)

Chapter 13 - Support and

brotherhood for bikers in recovery.

Meeting and event dates vary.  For

info contact GO at 618-521-5499 or

Gofurfarm@peoplepc.com

A.B.A.T.E

St. Clair Co meetings are held on

the 2nd Thursday of each month - 7

p.m., at the Fairview Hts. Elks Club,

corner of Old Lincoln Trail and Hwy.

161, Fairview Hts. IL.

Piasa-Gateway Chapter - chapter

meetings are held the 2nd Saturday

of every month starting at 7:00 p.m.

Our meetings are held at the

Edwardsville V.F.W. Post 1299. The

Edwardsville V.F.W. is located 7108

Marine Rd., Rte. 143 East,

Edwardsville, Illinois. 

Bikers Against Child Abuse: BACA

East Missouri Chapter meetings 2nd

Sunday of each month, 12:30 noon,

at the Knights of Columbus on

McMenny Dr. off of Mid-Rivers Rd.

and Hwy 70 in St. Charles all bikes

and bikers are welcome, hotline

(314) 277-8905 or (314) 719-2928

EastMo@bacausa.com.

Bootleggers MC - of East Alton

Illinois, welcomes all brands of bikes

monthly meeting First Saturday of

the month usually at our SAA house.

 Please call our Road Capt.

Mandrake at 618-466-5997 or our

Secretary/ Lady Mandrake at (cell)

618-531-7417 for more info.

BROTHERS OF THE THIRD

WHEEL, GATEWAY CHAPTER

meets the Second Saturday of the

month at 2:30PM. Locations vary;

please check the web site for details.

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/BTW-

STL-MO/

Christian Motorcycle Assn:

(CMA) Good News Riders 2nd

Thurs 7:30 PM Ryan’s 8925 Watson

Crestwood, MO.  Call 636 296 3120

HTTP://midwestrider.com/

goodnews.jpg.

Chouteau Island Partners  (Off

Road MC Group) 1st Thursday of

month  HTTP://w.icss.net/~squirts/

island.htm Look for Tom Downing

through the web site.

CONCOURS Owners Group:

Monthly  Breakfast Rides 3rd

Sunday of month Except April which

is the 4th Sunday.  Meet at Quick

Trip on South outer Road I-44 and

MO. Hwy W.  Eureka, MO  636 278

2276  or WWW.concours.org

Cycle Disciples St.Louis Chapter –

for more info please visit the

following websites

http://www.geocities.com/grizs50/

CycleDisciplesSTL.html

http://www.cycledisciples.com/html/

st_louis.html

Euro Motor Union of Greater St.

Louis: meetings are held at 7:30 pm

1st Tues Sports Page Inn, Old Rte. 3

South of Dupo IL.  (314) 994 1257

Freedom of Road Riders:

Local 24 - meetings 1st

Weds of the month 7:30 PM at

Charlack Pub, 8344 Lackland Rd., St

Louis, MO (314) 521-6553

Local 25 - meetings the 4th

Thursday 7:00 PM at the American

Legion Hall in “Old Town St. Peters,

MO”

(636) 278-5910.

Local 38 - meetings the 1st

Sunday of the month 11:30 AM at

TJ’S Bar & Grill Hwys 61/67 & Z in

Pevely, MO

(636) 464-2941.

Local 42 - meetings the last

Weds of the month 6:30 PM at

Roadhouse 100, 2763 Hwy 100,

Gray Summit, MO

(636) 586-4298.

Freedom Riders – welcomes all

bikers and bikes to come ride with

them email to Ride4JC1@aol.com

for more info.

Gateway X-treme Riders Assoc -

STL MO area including Metro East IL

Club is primarily for owners/riders of

Honda VTX cruisers. All bikes are

welcome. Web site: http://

groups.yahoo.com/group/gatewayvtx

Gold Wing Road Riders

Association GWRRA Have various

meeting locations in the Metro St.

Louis Area.  Check out the one

nearest you at

www.stlouisgwrra.homestead.com

Heartland WOW, meetings are the

4th Weds of the month at 7:00 PM at

the Prairie Commons Branch 915

Utz Ln., St. Louis MO. For more info

see their website at

www.heartlandwow.org.

HELKATS MC –MIDWEST – An all

woman motorcycle club, for more

information contact then by email at

helkats@aol.com or visit their

website www.helkatsmc.com.

Honda Sport touring Assn. St

Louis area 1st Sat; South Central

MO 2nd Sat and KC Area 3rd Sat. 

Pleas join us at any time

home.kc.rr.com/mosilhsta Warm

weather meet at Chesterfield Valley

Power Sports off hwy 40 West of

Boone’s Crossing Exit at 9am Kick

stands up at 9:30 sharp for spirited

ride of 150-200 miles.  Garth

Haubner at (636) 928 6939 Email:

ghaubner@juno.com or Tom

Trieschmann at (314) 692 7463 E-

mail ttriesch@inlink.com 

Marion Roadrunners Riders

Group – an all bike, rider group that

gets together on Sundays and rides,

meetings are held on the 3rd

Tuesday of the month at 7pm at the

Eagles Hall in Marion, IL. The

meetings are open to every one.

More info as well as events are

available on their web site

www.marionroadrunners.com.

Midwest Trail Riders Assn.  Email 

mtra@ridemtra.com

www.ridemtra.com Event hotline

(314) 314 434 5095

Midwest Cafe Racing Assn-Ride

Line (314) 481 8078 Email

Rideline@mcraracing.com  or 

www.mcraracing.com

Outlanders – All motorcycle brand,

family oriented org promoting fun

events without negative attitudes,

drugs or alcohol. Meetings are the

last Sunday of the month at 1:00 PM

at the TRY Club, 655 Berkshire, East

Alton, IL.

River Road Riders, All Brand

Motorcycle Club meetings are held

the 2nd Weds of the month at the

Alton Sports Tap 7:00 PM

Road Raptors Riding Club meets

at Fairview Heights, IL VFW Hall on

Rte. 159 at 7:00 PM first Wednesday

of the month all bike brands

welcome.

Road Riders for Jesus - For more

information see website

www.roadridersforjesus.org



Maryville, IL Chapter meets 3rd Thursday of each

month at Alphonzo’s Restaurant, 2 Schibert Ct. Maryville

IL meeting starts at 7:00 p.m.

Warterloo, IL Chapter meets 1st Tuesday of each

month at Arby’s, 721 N. Market St. Waterloo IL meeting

starts at 7:00 p.m.  For more information see website

www.roadridersforjesus.org

Servant Riders – meetings on the 3rd Saturday of the

month at 9:00 AM at Kingdom Treasures Bookstore on

Highway 50 in O’Fallon, IL.This is the corner oh Hwy 50

and Old Collinsville Rd. All are welcome.

Shadow Riders of Greater St. Louis MO. 

WWW.Shadowriders- stl.com meet on 4th Tues of month

at Manchester Elks lodge at 7pm  (314) 477 9976 ext

772.

Southern Cruisers Riding Club – An all brand riding

club, for more info about the club as a whole or the

Collinsville, IL Chapter you can contact the club by email

scrcdragon@yahoo.com or by phone at (618) 972-4951

or (618) 344-4543 or visit the national website

www.southerncruisers.net.

Southwest Illinois Ronin Riding Club – meets the 1st

Saturday of each month at Noon at various area

locations.  Ride follows monthly meeting.  This is an all-

brand riding club, call Bonedaddy @ 618-696-7768 or

Trainwreck @ 618-973-6405 for meeting location or

more information.    http://autos.groups.yahoo.com/

group/SW_Illinois_Ronin_RC/

Southern Illinois Star Riders meet the first Sunday of

each month in Collinsville, IL.  Contact

wizardandangel@yahoo.com or visit

autos.groups.yahoo.com/group/southernillinoisstarriders/

St Louis Motorcycle Club meets the 2nd Thursday of

the month at Goff-Moll American Legion Hall, 2721

Collier, Brentwood, MO. Meeting time is 7:30 PM and all

are welcome call  (314) 771-7100 or visit

www.yahoo.com/group/STLMC for more info.

Vietnam Veterans M/C – for more information on this

club email them at vnvmcillusa@yahoo.com

 

 

 Harley Owners Groups  HOG

 

Alton, IL. HOG Chapter 4th Thurs of month 7:30 PM at

Alton Sports Tap Route 140 & Route 3 Alton, IL..Ladies

of Harley 4th Thurs also at Alton Sports Tap, Banquet

room. 

Belleville, IL HOG Chapter  3rd Wed of month, 7:30 PM

at the  ELKS club at corner of Route 161 and Lincoln

Trail in Fairview Heights, IL.  Call dealership if you have

questions (618) 277 8864. WWW.Friezeharley-

davidson.com.

Bourbeuse Vally HOG Chapter 2nd Sunday of the

month, 10:30 AM at Borbeuse Valley Harley-Davidson

1418 Hwy AT, Viila Rodge meets inside the old store call

(636) 451-0106 for more info or directions.

Festus Mo.  HOG Chapter 1st Wed of month, 7:30 at

Surdyke Harley Davidson 2435 Highway 67, Festus,

MO.  Please call the dealership for more info (636) 931

8700.

Gateway to the West HOG Chapter 3rd Thurs of the

month 8:00 PM at Gateway to the West Harley

Davidson, 3600 Lemay Ferry Rd., St. Louis, MO, LOH

meets the 4th Tuesday of the month at the Blarney

Stone 4333 Telegraph Rd. at 7:30 PM for more info go to

www.gatewayhog.org.

Kirkwood Mo. Chapter 2nd Tuesday of the month at

Goff-Moll American Legion Hall, 2721 Collier,

Brentwood, MO. The LOH meeting is held at

Culpeppers, 312 S Kirkwood, Kirkwood, MO on the first

Thursday of month. Everyone is welcome. Contact (314)

544 HAUG or www.Kirkwoodhog.com.

St Charles HOG Chapter:  3rd Tues of the month 7 pm

at St. Charles Moose Lodge 2705 Interstate 70   (South

Service Road by Chucky Cheese) (636) 723-9365.

stcharleshog@primary.net.

 

If your club or organization would like to be listed here

please send an email to clubs@thebikinglife.com
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Bike of the Month

by Jim Furey

If you have ridden much in the southwestern Illinois

area, you have no doubt heard of the Washausens. This

family has a long riding history in the area and were the

originators of the Washy Run, which after a long run

came to an end with last year’s event. The reason for that

bit of history is to introduce you to the owner of this

month’s bike of the month. He is none other than Bryan

Washausen, who, after spending most of his days

working on and building other people’s bikes, took some

time to tear down and rebuild his own, along with adding

a spiffy new paint job from Easy Ed. This bike started its

life as an ’85 FXR before Bryan started tearing it down

to the frame in January. He had the frame powder coated,

modified the swing arm, and added a 5% rake triple

trees. When he rebuilt the engine, he used Screamin

Eagle heads and pistons, and to that potent combination

he added a Woods Performance Cam. That done, he

finished this sharp piece of machinery off with some

Carlini Bars and Vance and Hines Short Shots for just the

right sound. Bryan is getting ready to move into a new

building right next to his current Full Throttle

Performance Shop in Waterloo, Illinois. This new

building should be open in about a month. Stop on in,

check out this bike, and see what Bryan can do for you.
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Biker Friendly Establishments

Illinois

Alton/Grafton

Cellar Room Tavern, 2704 E.

Broadway, Alton, IL (618)

465-9874

Danny’s Lounge, 118 W. 4th St.,

Alton, IL (618) 462-6787

Fast Eddie’s Bon-Air, 1530 E.

4th St., Alton, IL (618) 462-

5532

Harris’s Tavern, On The

Great River Road, (618) 466-

9791

The Loading Dock, 400 Front

St, Grafton, Grafton, IL (618)

786-3494

Woodstock Lounge, 638

Broadway, Alton, IL

Wild Goose Saloon, 1505 W.

Main St, Grafton, IL, (618)

786-8888

Belleville

B & B Crehan’s, 6413 W. Main

St.  (618) 394-1300

H’s Biker Bar, 1310 Dutch

Hollow Rd (618) 398-3668

Mitch and Nancy’s League

Lounge, 1501 W Main St (618)

277-3643

Robin’s Nest, 1614

Mascoutah Ave. (618) 234-

7432, karaoke every Fri-Sat

9:30 to 1:30 AM

TR’S Place 4901 Concordia

Rd., (618) 277-7135 ask about

‘Good Nite Dic’

Cahokia

Brandy Inn: 103 Water St.

(618) 337-1101 Fine Food and

Drinks always Biker Friendly

Derby Al’s Diner: 2845 Camp

Jackson Rd.

Carmi

Danny’s Pool Room: 119 E

Main Street in Carmi, IL (618)

382-9987

Caseyville

Caddyshack Saloon 2865 N.

89th St.(618) 397-4704 Nice bar

with very friendly bartenders.

Granite City

Big Duga’s Restaurant, 699

State Road 203, Granite City,

IL, 618-875-5800 always likes

to be a stop on poker runs or

host groups.

Maryville

Sharkey’s Restaurant and

Bar, 2537 Vandalia, (618)

344-0826 good food at great

prices

Mt. Vernon

Players:  300 S 9th - 1 block

off the square(rt.37&rt.15) in

Mt. Vernon, IL

New Baden

Outside Inn, 423 W. Hanover (Hwy

161), (618) 588-4672

Old Shawneetown

Hogdaddys Saloon: Main St in

Old Shawneetown, IL (618)

922-1389

Southwestern Illinois

Falling Springs Conservation

Club, 2200 LePere Ln. Dupo,

IL (618) 286-4440, music on

weekends with Sunday jam

sessions.

Fountain Inn, 1912 Fountain

Rd. Valmeyer, IL (618) 935-

2266

Gallagher’s Get-A-Way, 102

S. Richland, Freeburg, IL

(618) 539-5208

Georgia’s Place, 415 Vine St,

Eldred, IL

Gert’s Place Bar and Grill Ill

Rtes 3 & 149 Gorham, IL (618)

763-9254

Good Tymes Bar and Grill, 200 N.

Main St. Dupo, IL (618) 286-9693

Horton’s Place, 2503 Main St.

Fayetteville, IL, (618) 677-3348

friendly folks and cold beer

Just Sue’s Tavern, Evansville,

IL (618) 853-4425

Karban Knotty Pine, 4569 Buss

Branch Rd., Waterloo, IL (618)

473-9954

Lisa’s Bar and Grill, Prairie

DuRocher, IL (618) 284-3374

Lou and Michelle’s Tavern,

Waterloo, IL (618) 939-8300

Mary’s Bar and Grill, Ruma, IL

(618) 282-7944

Old Shamrock Tavern, Hwys

13 & 156, New Athens, IL

(618) 475-9263

Pop-A-Top Lounge 601

Eggemeyer Plaza, Ellis

Grove, IL 8 mi N. of Chester

(618) 859-5505

Rick’s Corner, 201 S Union St

Staunton used to be the

Twisted Spoke (618) 635-3088

S & J Main Street, 608 N. Main St.

Columbia, IL, (618) 281-9997 live

music on the weekends and Thursday

night Karaoke.

Sporto’s Pub & Grill, 211 S. Main

Street, Red Bud, IL (618) 282-7956

The Corner Pub, 602 Meyer Dr,

Valmeyer, IL (618) 935-8209.

The  Dawg Haus 102 S. Main

St. New Douglas, IL. 217-456-

7072

Willie’s Corner, 128 W.

Market, Red Bud, Ill 62278

Springfield

Grman’s Harley Davidson

Repair:  310 W. Browning Rd

in Springfield, IL (217) 522-

2557

Hangout Unwind Dance

Saloon:  1630 N 11th  in

Springfield, IL 62702    (217)

525-8591

Knuckleheads, 2000 Peoria

Rd., Springfield, IL 62702

(217) 789-1488

Pony Keg Leathers:  2026 S

11th St in Springfield, IL (217)

544-3774 Harley repair/

Leather goods

The Cove: 1616 Dirksen

Pkwy, (217) 753-1760

 

Missouri

Arnold

21 Rock, #1 Meramec Heights

(636) 282-7228 featuring live

music every weekend and

special bike parking area.

Charlack

John & Judy’s Charlack Pub: 8334

Lackland Rd. (& St. Charles Rock

Road) Top Quality Rock Bands Fri and

Sat Nights Starting at 9:00 PM (314)

423-8119

Defiance

Terry and Kathy’s - Defiance, MO.on

Hwy. 94 about 9 miles south of Hwy.

40(at the “s” curve) Bands Sat. & Sun.

during the summer.

Fenton

That One Place: 1005 Majestic

Dr in Fenton, MO (636) 861-

1902

Florissant

Class Act Tattoo and Body

Piercing, 11629 West

Florissant Rd., Florissant,

MO (314) 972-0707. Great



quality work done by folks who ride and know

bikes.

Fredericktown

Little Joe’s Bar and Grill, 1317 Hwy OO (573) 783-

5452

Gray Summit

Roadhouse 100, 2763 Highway 100 (636) 451-2007

Hazelwood

Cadillac Jack’s: 12950 St Charles Rock Rd in

Hazelwood, MO (314) 298-8232

High Ridge

B & D’s at The Hot Spot on high Ridge Blvd.

Pacific

Sheffield’s Restaurant & Bar, 564 E. Osage, (636)

271-4834 biker owned and operated.

Pevely

TJ’s Bar & Grill: HWY Z & 61-67, For Bike Show

date information call (636) 475-3648.

St. Louis

The House of Rock, Ronnie’s Plaza featuring the

best in live music Thursday – Saturday.

Iron Horse Saloon, 7928 S. Broadway, Saint Louis,

MO (314) 631-3141 Thurs Bike Night starting in

March

The Little Bar, 6343 Alabama (314) 481-1665

Shady Jack’s Café: 1440 N Broadway

Zeke’s Lemay Sports Bar and Grill, 9853 South

Broadway (314) 631-3612

Southeast Missouri

The Playdium, (across from Houck Stadium), 1127

Broadway, Cape Girardeau, Missouri   (573) 335-

9830

Players, 632 Broadway, Cape Girardeau, MO

Danny’s Place, 1102 Linn Street, Sikeston, Missouri 

(573)-471-9984

Villa Ridge

Shady Jack’s Saloon & Inn: 3417 Hwy O in Villa

Ridge, MO (636) 451-HOGG

 Ohio

Toledo

Riders Edge located at 531 Oak St is the place to go

in Toledo, Ohio Phone # is (419)698-9582.  Come in

and have fun.

 

Your establishment or one that you dig on could

be listed here if you tell us about it at

bikerfriendly@thebikinglife.com or call us at (618)

628-2911.
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Sport Bikers Enjoy Speedy Poker Run

by Jim Furey

Okay, I know a lot of you thought this would never

happen, but (finally!) here is some coverage of a sport

bike event. One of the fastest, at least speed-wise, poker

runs we’ve ever seen around here took place on Saturday,

May 22. Also known as the “East Side Party Run 2004,”

this event (which benefits St. Louis Children’s Hospital)

was sponsored by Victory Lane, Midwest Motor Sports,

Rocket Sport Bike, Collinsville Yamaha, and Cousins

Bar and Grill. These sponsors were also the stops along

the run.

Unfortunately, we didn’t make the run for a couple of

reasons—number one being that all those speedy sport

bike riders would have probably been at Cousins sipping

on a cold one by the time we got to the first stop. We did

show up at Cousins, though, for the demonstration by the

StreetFighterz: that was way cool. Those are definitely

some talented riders. I’ve done some of those stunts…but

it was usually by accident. There was a great group of

folks out there and, like at all motorcycle events,

everyone was really friendly. Various businesses donated

a bunch of attendance prizes; there were some awesome

door prizes as well, and the cash prizes paid out for the

best hands were significant, too.

Being true to its name, this poker run was definitely a

party, with two bands playing well into the morning.

Inside was Cloud 9, and outside, rocking the patio with

their mix of rock, power, and soul, was Killing Vegas. I

had a great time at the East Side Party Run 2004. The

next time I hear about one of these poker runs, I think I’ll

ride along and see whether I can’t at least keep the

taillights in sight; come along—you might enjoy it, too.



21

GREAT FOOD!

Live Music Sundays

in the Beer G
arden

D
O

N
’S

 S
P
E
E
D
 S

H
O

P
 R

IV
E
R
 R

U
N

JU
LY

 18TH

TJ’S
 B

IK
E

S
H
O

W

JU
LY

 25TH

H
w

y
 6

1
/6

7

I-5
5

TJ’S

PEVELY EXIT

HAPPY HOUR

MON-FRI 4-7
   Hwy Z



Upcoming Events

 June

26th Poker Run – starts at and is

sponsored by the Creal Springs, IL

VFW sign up from 11 to noon.

26th – 2nd Annual Poker Run – sign

up at noon at Mowie’s Cue 1277

Toronto RD., Springfield, IL

proceeds go to Ronald McDonald

House.

27th Poker Run – sponsored by the

Piasa Gateway A.B.A.T.E. Chapter

sign up from noon to 2 at the Cellar

Room 2704 E. Broadway, Alton, IL

for more info call Legs (618) 224-

9108 or Theresa (618) 251-9108.

27th – Borbeuse Valley HOG

Chapter 13th Annual Mystery

Points Ride – sign up from 10:30 to

noon at Bourbeuse Valley Cycle

Center contact Dave Fleming (636)

742-2707.

27th Bike Show – at TJ’s Bar and

Grill, Hwys 61 & 67 Pevely, MO

for more info call (636) 475-3648.

 July

3rd Keith Hetzel 4th Annual

Graveyard Run – sign in from

10:30 to noon at the Dew Drop Inn

Teutopolis, IL sponsored by Scott

Hetzel & friends and proceeds go to

Funkhouser Cemetery Trust Fund.

3rd Outlanders Poker Run – sign up

at Try Club in Alton, IL from noon to

2 .

10th – 11th Iron Sleds MC 26th

Annual Bash – field events, live

music BYOB but there will be a beer

shuttle, location take Ill Rt 4 south of

Nilwood to Richie Rd. turn right go

about 6 miles to Gun Club Rd turn

left party site about ½ mile down

events is outside Carlinville, IL.

11th Salty Dawgs Poker Run – sign

up at the Pub Room in Alton, IL

from noon to 2 PM.

11th Shake Rattle and Roll Ride –

Hi-Lo dice game run starts at Doc’s

HD, 930 S Kirkwood, St. Louis

between 9 and 10:30 presented by

Kirkwood LOH to benefit the Susan

G. Komen Foundation for more info

call (314) 429-6362.

15th – 17th Old Shawneetown Street

Rally – Live music, vendors and ice-

cold beer a real party in the street

and only 12 miles from Little

Sturgis, KY.

17th A.B.A.T.E. M.S. Poker Run –

sign up from noon to 2 PM at Jody’s

in Highland, IL.

18th Century of the Automobile/

Century of the Motorcycle Car

and Bike Show – Presented by

Doc’s Harley Davidson and

coordinated y the Archway Olds

Chapter and  FORR Local 24.

Registration is from 9 till noon and

judging at 2:00, entry fee is $20 for

cars, $10 for bikes and $5 just to

display a bike for more info contact

Dr. Jim Logan (314) 382-2202, Mike

Doedli (314) 524-1904 or John

Walsh at (314) 568-3612.

18th The Biking Life 1st Anniv Bike

Show – at The Brick Bistro 7950

Watson RD St. Louis MO,

registration from noon to 2 awards at

3 proceeds will benefit the

Hartbauer/McBride Foundation.

18th Dream Weavers Poker Run –

sign up from noon to 2 PM at Ted’s

Motorcycle World, 4103 Humbert

Rd. in Alton, IL.

18th Vietnam Vet’s MC Annual

Poker Run – sign up at Doc’s HD

from 10 to noon commemorative

pins for the first 150 to sign up for

more info contact Fast Jack (314)

966-2264.

18th Don’s Speed Shop River Run

- sing up at TJ’s Bar & Grill, Hwys

61/67 & Z in Pevely, MO run is

sponsored by Don’s Speed Shop for

sign up info call (636) 475-3648.

24th Benefit for Amy Schultz

Center – at the Last Call Tavern in

Ashley, IL sponsored by A.B.A.T.E.

chap 27 of So ILL, field events,

raffles, live music and much more

for info

24th Ladies of Harley Night Poker

Run – sign up from 5 to 7 at Ted’s

Motorcycle World, 4103 Humbert

Rd. in Alton, IL proceeds to benefit

the Ainad Shriners.

24th – 2nd Annual Benefit

Motorcycle Show – sign up at AC

Computers 109 E. 1st St., O’Fallon,

IL from 10 to noon judging at noon,

proceeds go to the Pediatric Brain

Tumor Foundation for more info call

(618) 632-5045.

25th Red Knights Poker Run – sign

up at the Firehouse Bar in Alton, IL

from noon to 2 PM.

25th Bike Show – at TJ’s Bar and

Grill, Hwys 61 & 67 Pevely, MO

for more info call (636) 475-3648.

31st Moonlight Madness Poker Run

– Sponsored by Union-Jack

A.B.A.T.E. of So Ill sign in from 5 to

6:30 at Da-Nite 803 N. 14th St

Murphysboro, IL for more info

contact Chris (618) 924-0242 or

Debbie (618) 684-3684.

Aug

8th Poker Run - sponsored by the

Piasa Gateway A.B.A.T.E. Chapter

sign up from 11 to 1 at Phyl’s Chet

& Rose’s in Marine, IL for more info

call Legs (618) 224-9108 or Theresa

(618) 251-9108

20th – 21st  - 4th Annual Root Hog

Rally – at Arrowhead

Campground on Caster River at

grassy, MO live entertainment,

vendors, field events and camping

this event benefits the Shepard’s

Cove Children’s Home for more

info call (573) 934-5820 or (573)

624-5321 or (573) 624-2934.

28th Sedalia Grand National Races

– Bike Show from 10 to 3 qualifying

races at 6 PM with racing at * PM

for more info call Yeager’s HD at

(660) 826-2925.

If you are your group have an

event coming up send us an

email at events

@thebikinglife.com and let us

help you make it a success.
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Weekly Events

Mon – 1st and 3rd Monday is Two-Wheel Night at Sheridans Frozen Custard, 5326 N. Illinois S, Fairview

Heights, IL, American Choppers on the Discovery Channel

Tues – Two Wheel Tuesday on the Speed Channel watch for a new event starting in August on Tuesday nights

Weds –

Thurs – Hard Riders weekly ride call their hotline  for starting point (314) 340-2000

Bike Night at Iron horse Saloon 7928 S Broadway free  wings

Fri – Fist Friday of the month Park and Brag Night at Big Boyz Custom Cycles

Sat –

Sun —

Joke of the Month

Deathbed Confession - Jake was dying. His wife, Nancy, was maintaining a vigil by his side. She held his

fragile hand in the weak light, tears running down her face. Her praying woke him from his slumber. He

looked up, pale lips moving slightly. “Nancy my darling,” he whispered. “Hush my love,” she said. “Rest,

don’t talk.” He was insistent.  “Nancy,” he said in his tired voice, “I have something that I must confess.”

“There’s nothing to confess,” replied the weeping Nancy, “everything’s all right, go to sleep now.” “No, no.

I must die in peace, Nancy. I,I,I slept with your sister, your best friend, her best friend and your mother.” “I

know sweet one” whispered Nancy, “Now just let the poison work.”

A dietitian was once addressing a large audience in Chicago. “The material we put into our stomachs is

enough to have killed most of us sitting here, years ago. Red meat is awful. Soft drinks erode your stomach

lining. Chinese food is loaded with MSG. Vegetables can be disastrous, and none of us realizes the long-

term harm caused by the germs in our drinking water.But there is one thing that is the most dangerous of all

and we all have, or will, eat it. Can anyone here tell me what food it is that causes the most grief and

suffering for years after eating it?” A 75-year-old man in the front row stood up and said, “Wedding cake”



Off the Beaten Path

with Sportster Rick

Well folks, it’s that time again, so

let’s get right to it. When I blasted

off this time I wasn’t sure which

way I wanted to go, but since I was

doing this on a weekday and it was

just me and my girl, we decided to just pick a direction

and see where it took us. So we headed east on Highway

177 in Illinois. As we rode through Mascoutah we

stopped in for a short visit with Jamie and Jeff at the

Juicy Peanut to see what was up. They have really been

working hard on that place. It looks great; make sure you

check it out. After saying our goodbyes we continued

east to see what was beyond Mascoutah. The first place

we came to was the Driftwood Inn, just outside

Okawville, Illinois. No sooner had we walked in then we

were greeted with a smile from the bartender, Angela,

who was as helpful as she was pretty. I told her who I

was and she took me to meet her leader, Bob Nocito.

Turns out Bob was there that day working on the

addition that will be a full-service kitchen by mid-

summer. The Driftwood Inn also features live music

every weekend. We said goodbye to Angela and Bob and

headed off down the road.

Our next stop was Addieville because I had heard about a

place that has great food there. We left Okawville on

Route 160 and followed it to Addieville. This is a town

that can’t get much farther Off the Beaten Path, but it is

not hard to find. Our destination here was a place called

the Eagles Nest, and it is the only bar in town. It is

situated right next to the grain elevator. One of the

interesting things about this place is that owner Todd

Boeschem cuts his own meat for the restaurant, and the

place smells great—you will definitely get hungry just

walking in the door. After sampling some of Tom’s

hospitality it was time to see what else the road held for

us. We headed out on Route 15 through Nashville to

Route 127. There we turned north toward New Minden

and a very old place called the Blue Room. Now, for as

long as this place has been there I would bet that just

about all of us have been there at one time or another. It

has been a bar for more than 100 years and is now owned

by Rick and Julie Matherlee who are members of

A.B.A.T.E. themselves. They also own three other bar-

and-grill type places out this way. If you do make it to

the Blue Room, make sure you get a chance to strike up a

conversation with an old guy named Reinholdt Sprehe.

This man is a living history lesson as well as a super nice

guy.

After our visit there it was once again time to hit the

road, so we continued on to Carlyle and the Flamingo,

which is owned by the same fine folks who own the Blue

Room. This historical building is the very first bar you

see on the right as you roll into town, and it is much

more modern than the Blue Room. Delsa the bartender is

definitely worth mentioning, everyone there was very

nice to us, and the food was great. You’ve got to make

sure you stop here on your next ride out this way.

For the best scenery on our ride back we decided to take

old Route 50 (which is Monroe St.), which is half a block

south of the Flamingo. A right turn takes us to Breese,

where we stopped in at a place called Jimmy T’s. At first

glance this place looks like a yuppie bar, but don’t let

that fool you. The people are great and they have a full-

service kitchen with all the fish you can eat on Fridays

and all-you-can-eat chicken on Sundays. I met a dude

there named Daryl Voss who should be on the comedy

tour somewhere. If you get the chance, stop in and check

this place out. Finally we pulled ourselves away from

Daryl’s barstool comedy act. It was getting dark so we

cruised into Lebanon for a quick stop at Brewers, which

everybody knows is famous around these parts for its

beautiful bartenders. I also don’t think there is anything

cooler than the historic look of downtown Lebanon with

its brick streets, especially at night. If you’ve never been

there we invite you to come see what this town has to

offer. From there it was back to our starting point in

Belleville, only a hop, skip, and a jump away. This was

another great ride, so until next time stay cool and Live to

Ride.
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Recently we started a new feature in the magazine, this

was a listing of weekly or recurring events. We have

gone to a couple of these and thought we would tell you

about them. The first we went to was the “Park-N-Brag”

night at Big Boyz Custom Cycles in Fenton, MO. This

event invites all bikers to come down show off their rides

and do a little bragging. You can check out a lot of cool

bikes here and also check out the progress on DJ’s latest

creation in his glassed in build room. This also gives you

a good place to park your bike if you want to go check

out the classic car display across the street that goes on at

the same time, in the old Wal-Mart parking lot. This

makes for a fun evening and a good opportunity to see

some pretty cool metal on both two and four wheels.

Another new recurring event takes place in Fairview

Heights, IL. Sheridan’s Frozen Custard has initiated two-

wheel Mondays on the first and third Monday of each

month. This event like the “Park-N-Brag night is gaining

more popularity with each passing time. In fact in talking

to some of the folks who were in attendance at the one on

June 7th, the number of bikes there that night was 41 up

from 18 just a couple of weeks before. This is another

fun event and one that combines two of my more favorite

things Ice cream and bikes. Why don’t you join us in

July.

New Weekly Adventures
by Al ‘Slow Talker’ Wilson



BET Races Into a New Season

by Killer Miller

“Most people go though life doing nothing well. I do this

very well, better than most. To us racing is life and

everything else is just spending time waiting to race, to

be alive.”

The above quote is from the movie Lemans, starring

Steve McQueen. Racers, whether they are weekend

warriors or paid professionals, are a different breed, and

while the Miller family has been riders for three

generations, we have also been racers. For us the opening

day of a season is like a rebirth, a time when all the hard

and not-so-hard prep work of the winter months gives

way to scrimping and saving to do what we love: spend

time with each other and our fellow racers. So, opening

day at BET (Belleville Enduro Team) saw Kevin and I

hoping to improve on last year’s results, which were a

2nd in points in vintage pre-74 and a 5th in 4-stroke.

BET has been doing this for more than 30 years and they

do a good job. If you like fun, grass-roots racing, then

this is your place. They run MX, TT (what we race), and

hill climbs throughout the year. A schedule can be found

at www.betdirt.com.

Kevin is unique in that he is a third-generation rider, and

all three of our generations have raced here. Another

rider who can say that is Norm Widman, the son of Tom

Widman. Both his Uncle Ron and Grandpa Earl were

national flat trackers and have ran Widman Motorcycles

for as long as it’s been there. Our friends Becky and Russ

from St. Louis Classic Cycle were there, and it was fun

to see the enjoyment Becky got from her first race of this

kind.

I ran the Vet class and did fair (okay, folks he got beat,

but he didn’t fall and he didn’t tear up stuff and they are

faster and on bigger bikes than you, Dad—Kevin [the

fast one]), while Kevin did well against our old vintage

foe, Brett Halemeyer’s super fast SC in the 4-stroke

class. Once again, our Klx Kawasaki, while fast, just

isn’t light or quick enough to run with

450s. Don Minx took that class, while

Kevin finished 9th. So, the Millers won

a 9th, a 3rd, and well, let’s just say it took

them the whole race to lap me (11th,

Dad—Kevin). But, as far as the fun and

alive factor goes, well, on that scale we

won. So, until the next time, here are the

results of riders better than I. Kevin and

I will see you on the starting line.

XR50—Travis Zapfe

TT50—Lauren Davis (who also won TT

Shaft)

TT Super Mini—Landon Anderson

TT60—Gary Jones, Jr.

Playbike Auto—Roger Volner

TT50—Ryan Fitzgerald (8 years old)

80cc—Dustin Olson

Class C—Dave Helm (also 70 single)

Vintage 74—B. Halemeyer

75—Chad Wellen

81—J. Lewis

125B—Jonhatan Klein

125C—Kyle Wiedeau

to name a few of the winners
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Freedom of Road Riders 18th Annual Rev. Bud Ball

Bike Blessing

by Killer Miller

Once a year, as sure as spring

comes, so too does the annual

Rev. Bud Ball Bike Blessing put

on by the St. Louis local of the

F.O.R.R. and held for most of

the past 18 years at Falling

Springs in Dupo, Illinois. The

bike blessing is named for my

good friend Rev. Bud Ball, a minister who never met a

biker he didn’t care for or about—he married us and he

buried us. Long ago he went to his reward, but the bike

blessing is done to honor him. The Tribe of Judah,

along with many other groups, now does the honors,

and this year it was done well enough that Bud would

be proud. An addition this year was the reading of the

names of fallen brothers and sisters. I was proud to be

asked to be part of that reading, along with my friend

Dion. The blessing, in addition to being a religious

undertaking, is also a time to visit with friends. This

year I rode part of the way with my friend Sidecar, who

just that morning put the head back on the FLH; of

course Joyce (Mrs. Killer) also rode with me. This

event is special for both of us because Falling Springs is

the spot where I asked Joyce to marry me. We also got

to visit with our friends Midget and Gidget and see his

new Triumph Chopper

and their family as they

brought their daughter

Heather and her 1-year-

old baby. Before I left, I

saw my old friend Fuzzy

Al and his no ness mess

chopper that he has rode

for years. Fuzzy is a

good friend and a real

rider. He is like me—if

you see his bike on a

trailer, it’s either broke

or dial 911 because

someone’s taking it. I

hope to see everyone

that I missed this year

(Guzzi) next time, as

well as all those I saw

this year. For now, dig

on the photos, and may

all the blessings be

yours.
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