COME JOIN US FOR OUR 2ND ANNIVERSARY
PARTY AND BIKE SHOW AT THE BRICK BISTRO
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Letter From the Publisher
by Jim Furey

American Made.
American Owned.
For fifty years, Doc’s has been
making riding dreams come true.
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930 S. Kirkwood Road
Kirkwood, MO 63122
314-965-0166 866-333-DOCS
Shop a great selection of Harley-Davidson ®
merchandise online 24/7.
www.docsharleydavidson.com

May was a fun packed month;
I went to Quincy, IL for Hot
Bike of Quincy’s Open House.
They had the new Big Dog
bikes on display and a lot of
other fun stuff going on. The
next day I was in the Cape
Girardeau, MO area checking
out the Vets and Friends Poker
Run, Bike Blessing and Bike
Show. The Vietnam Vets MC did a great job in putting on
this event. As we get more into the summer there are more
and more events every weekend day. I promise my friends
in the Alton area clubs that I will be at one of your events
very soon.
We have welcomed some new advertisers in the past two
months, some from the Lake of the Ozarks area. This is a
great place to ride and Henbo is doing a good job of keeping
us posted about fun upcoming things going on there. It is
not far from wherever you are and I encourage you to visit
the lake and tell them where you read about them. Another
area that a lot of the same comments can be made about is
the Quincy, IL region. There is some awesome riding up
there along with some very fun places to hang out like
Kelly’s, or The Back Porch, take a weekend and go visit
some of what this area has to offer.
Since we are definitely in the riding season now, I urge all
of you to be safe out there. The drivers often don’t see us
and that can lead to some very bad things happening. That
said there are also some very fun rallies and events coming
up soon check one or more of these out. If you only hit the
big ones you are missing out on the fun that can be had at
the more regional ones. Things are a little more on the edge
at some of these. Hog Rock is a personal favorite of mine.
We also had some new contributors lately included in that
group is a piece from Catfish this month, if you don’t know
him stop in at his place the Brandy Inn in Cahokia, IL and
tell him what you think of his writing. Be safe, keep the
shiny side up and visit our advertisers they do make this
possible.
Got a different take on things drop us a line and let us
kmow we are always open to others viewpoints.
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Vets and Friends Run
By Jim Furey
May 1st I had the pleasure of heading to Cape Girardeau, it
is a pleasure for several reasons: one my folks live near
there, also I have some good friends down there as well
and while I got an opportunity to see both, the real reason
for my visit was to support the Vets and Friends Poker Run,
Bike Blessing and Bike Show. This extravaganza is put on
by the Vietnam Vets MC to support the Veteran’s Home in
Cape Girardeau. It is tragic the way the government doesn’t
provide for the needs of these brave souls who risked all
for the same government. This year the Elks are raffling
off a Fat Boy to try and raise money for some oxygen
machines because the government chooses not to provide
one. They are only going to sell 3500 tickets at $10 a piece,
if anyone is interested call the Cape Elks Club at (573)
335-9294 for details on how to purchase a ticket.
The day started with a poker run that began at L & D Patio
in McClure, IL and it wound up at the Vet’s Home, the
stops in between were Bill’s Place, Henman Winery and
the Cape Eagles Aerie. This was a great day for a run
although it did start out a little on the chilly side. They
decided to add a Bike Blessing to this year’s festivities and
also moved the date so that it wasn’t on the same day as the
Bike Blessing at Bald Knob. Many local businesses and
people had donated goods and services and these were
auctioned off as everyone waited for the judging of the
bikes. We were also treated to an exhibition by the Capaha
Car Club of some of their Vintage rides, these are so cool.
Once again the Vets MC and others were very nice and
showed the residents their bikes. This year as is the custom
some of the residents were also the judges. It is a very
touching site to see the care the Vets display as they tell
their resident about the various bikes on display. This years
judges were Bobby Pierce, Faye ‘Peachy’ Wadeking, and
Everett Milligan. The winners were as follows: Dresser

Class – Bobby Brosey, Custom Class – Butch Newby, Sport
Class – Tom Mitchell, Antique Class – Harold Sanders,
and Trike Class – Richard ‘Mailman’ Ford, he also won
Best of Show.

This year’s event was the largest ever with vehicles having
to be parked on the grounds for the first time and they got
some local media coverage. Additionally Kirby Ray DJ with

99.3 Real Rock broadcasted live from the site. Once again
Tom ‘Harvey’ McGowan and his legion of volunteers put
on a super day to help the Vets and raised a lot of money to
boot. Some of the major donors were the Elks Club whose
members to do the cooking. They provided chips, hot dogs,
ice cream and beverages that were all donated by local
businesses. Tom/Harvey is a member of the Vietnam Vets
MC and they are the ones who put this event on, he got a
tremendous amount of support from his club brothers in
St. Louis and Kentucky.
This is a great day of motorcycle fun
so I ask that you watch for it and
attend next year. There is some great
riding down in this area and this is a
tremendous cause. Once again it is
right around Memorial Day and I
know you are busy as we all are but if
you could take some time to thank the
Vets that have served this Nation so
devotedly from WW II to the current
Global War on Terrorism these folks
who have given so much would
certainly appreciate it. Take care and
I hope to see you here next year.
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The Bellefontaine Place Run
By Catfish
Hello bikers and babes, my name is Catfish. Most of
y’all probably never heard of me because this is my first
time writing for The Biking Life mag. As such it is an
honor to tell everyone about the fabulous time my
daughter and I had selling 50/50 tics and just partyin’
with good people and riding for the Bellefontaine Place
Benefit Run. Bellefontaine Place is a home for adult
mentally challenged people. These folks would enjoy
field trips, picnics, but the home doesn’t have funding for
such events.

Therefore Tammy Wors, her sister, Patty Whaley and
Vicki Cabillas set up this run, the proceeds of which will

allow these people to enjoy these types of outings. Oh
and yeah the guys helped too!! The run was a huge
success raising an astonishing $2300, the very first
timeout, very good Aaah. The run started at the Brandy
Inn Bar & Grill in Cahokia, IL, our next stop was the
Fountain Inn. This is always a good stop when you’re
cruising down the Bluff Rd heading south. From there
we went to Lisa’s in Prairie Du Rocher for the third draw
of cards, with my hand almost in the trash. After a
beverage or two we headed for the fourth stop, which
was Just Sue’s in Evansville on the Kaskaskia River. The
Bloody Maries here are the best.

After mingling for a while and another beer or two we
thought we had better head for dinner, which was served
at Walsh’s
Restaurant and Bar in Burksville, IL, The all you can eat
spread was all about yard bird and ribs with all the
trimmings, they did a wonderful job of feeding us. All in
all the run was an enjoyable and safe one, and I pray
every run or event is the same this year and in the future.
The coordinators, Bellefontaine Place and I would like to
give special thanks to everyone who participated in this
event that was for a very good cause. Ride safe, shiny
side up and eyes peeled.
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TBL Review: The 2005 BMW R1200RT
by “Killer” Miller

This review may be a first for The Biking Life, and (can
you believe it?) it’s not a Harley. The Ghost needed a set of
fork seals, so I moseyed up to BMW of St. Louis, and
doggone if they didn’t let me test ride a bike. Here are my
thoughts.
Once again, BMW has proven that you don’t need a touring
rig that can’t handle and is as big as the QE2 to be able to
ride down the road quickly and in comfort. The new 2005
BMW R1200RT takes up where the 1150 left off. In turn,
the 1150 took over from my bike (the 1000), which started
the niche market of sport touring 20 some-odd years ago.
My first impression was that although this bike isn’t nearly
as small as mine, it’s not huge, either, and it handles its
weight (which is 57 pounds lighter than last year’s) really
well.
This bike is definitely more suited to back-road riding than
previous models, and with even more horsepower (over
100) on tap, getting from one turn to another is a snap. It
doesn’t trundle along in the basement of the rev range as
well as the classics, but it will bang off the rev limiter long
after the old ones run out of steam. The ABS brakes work
great, although they take some getting used to, as does the
ESA, which allows you to set your shock up on the move
(from one up to two up with luggage from soft to hard).
The fuel injection is spot on, and the electric windscreen
will help keep all the nasties off you while the seat warmer
and heated grips keep you comfy on cool nights. The bike
I rode was the full-boat model, and the stereo CD player
was as loud as that found in any car.

The Club at Falling Springs
2200 LePere Lane, Dupo, IL
(618) 286-4440
Live Sunday Afternoon Jams
Stop in After your Ride
Lunch Served on Weekends
Hall Available Free for Meetings and Parties

All of this quality comes at a price—20 large, to be exact.
However, considering that you’re getting a bike that can
do almost anything short of extremes and keep you and
yours comfy while doing it, you just about can’t or shouldn’t
ask for more for the money.
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A Clean Ride
by Jim Waters, President
Good News Riders, St. Louis, Missouri
At a bike show I watched a friend polishing a beautiful
70’s Sportster—it is a rolling work of art. She shined the
bike for about an hour or so before entering it in the show.
I couldn’t help but wonder how many people would
overlook the beautiful paint job and see an old bike instead.
Our lives often mirror our old bikes. Sometimes the messes
are small and can be cleaned up easily, but at other times
even a good cleaning still leaves marks or stains on us.
Call them whatever you wish: disappointment, rejection,
bitterness, or anger; every one of them has a special name
and face for each of us. We all have them. Some of us have

gotten good at cleaning the outside so we look good to
others, but we carry the hurts and disappointments deep
inside. None of us is perfect; we all disappoint and hurt
others and not always intentionally. Sometimes I wish it
were as easy as taking polishing rags and cleaner to wipe
up the messes we’ve made in our lives and the lives of
those we love.
But it really is! 1 John 1:19 tells us, “If we confess our
sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and cleanse
us from all unrighteousness.” Jesus is waiting to forgive
us. Asking Jesus to forgive us is the first step in getting our
inner selves clean. When Jesus forgives us, then we must
forgive other people for hurting us. Our act of forgiving
others is a way He helps us get clean on the inside.
Don’t let your life’s disappointments destroy your life any
longer. Let Jesus clean up your life’s messes. He’s waiting—
all you have to do is ask.
If you’re not sure how to do this, ask any Christian biker at
your next rally or contact one of us. The State Coordinator
for Missouri is Jim (Becky) Oliver, 636-332-6814,
oliver8050@aol.com; and the Illinois State Coordinator is
Don (Vicky) Brown, 217-629-8938, vdBrown77@aol.com.
For more information about the CMA, you can contact
either of the above or call me at 314-434-2282.

Keeping you lake riders updated, be safe and see you at
Riskys in June.
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available, live music provided by St Louis Blues Cruisers
, and the great prices and friendly service that BC Cycle
is rapidly becoming known for. In addition to the
motorcycle parts that were being traded, there was also a
demo of the skateboards that the shop is now selling
from Relentless Skate Works. The stunts these people can
do on skate boards are remarkable but like the stunts the
Streetfighterz perform a little too far out on the edge for
these old bones. If you haven’t had an opportunity yet to
check out on of the areas newest motorcycle shops you
owe it to yourself to visit BC Cycle and see what ideas
they have for your scoot

Local Boys Swap Meet
by Jim Furey

April 10th there was a different sort of event that
occurred. A local boys swap meet, this event was held at
BC Cycle on Old Hwy 21 in Otto, MO. This was a lot
different than those put on by B & G Promotions in
Belleville. At those there are tons of vendors but very
little true swapping going on. The owners of BC
Cycle, Bill Pait and Bill Christenson, wanted to bring
back the flavor of an old time swap meet and that idea
spawned the local boys swap meet. They got a very nice
crowd there, and they should have there was great food

KNOW ANY BOARDERS THEN CHECK OUT OUR BOARDS
AND ACCESSORIES FROM RELENTLESS SKATE WORKS

BC CYCLE

5714 OLD HWY 2
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TT
O, MO 63052
21
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Club listings
.A.R.M (Association Of Recovering
Motorcyclists) Chapter 13 - Support and
brotherhood for bikers in recovery.
Meeting and event dates vary. For info
contact GO at 618-521-5499 or
Gofurfarm@peoplepc.com
A.B.A.T.E
St. Clair Co meetings are held on the 2nd
Thursday of each month - 7 p.m., at the
Fairview Hts. Elks Club, corner of Old
Lincoln Trail and Hwy. 161, Fairview Hts.
IL.
Piasa-Gateway Chapter - chapter
meetings are held the 2nd Saturday of
every month starting at 7:00 p.m. Our
meetings are held at the Edwardsville
V.F.W. Post 1299. The Edwardsville
V.F.W. is located 7108 Marine Rd., Rte.
143 East, Edwardsville, Illinois.
Missouri Chapter – Meetings are held
the 3rd Wednesday of the month at 7:00
PM at the V.F.W. 10817 Midland, St.
Louis, MO for more info email
webmaster@abateformissouri.com.
Great River Chapter – Meetings the
second Sunday of the month at 2:00 PM
sites vary for more info email
greatriverabate@msn.com.
Bikers Against Child Abuse: East
Missouri Chapter Meets on the third
Sunday of every month At the Knights of
Columbus hall on McMenamy road, off
of HWY 70 and MidRivers Mall Drive At
10:00 am, all bikers and bikes are welcome
Call toll free 877-773-8790 or visit our
website www.bacausa.com
Bootleggers MC - welcomes all brands
of bikes monthly meeting First Saturday
of the month Please call for location.
Please call our Vice President Mandrake
at 618-466-5997 or our Secretary Lady
Mandrake at 618-593-6589 for more info.
We are a family oriented club and
welcome new members.
BROTHERS OF THE THIRD
WHEEL, GATEWAY CHAPTER meets
the Second Saturday of the month at 2:30
PM at Good Times Tavern, 200 N Main
St, Dupo, IL; please check the web site
for details. http://groups.yahoo.com/
group/BTW-STL-MO/
Christian Motorcycle Assn: (CMA)
Good News Riders 2nd Thurs 7:30 PM
Ryan’s 8925 Watson Crestwood, MO.
Call
636
296
3120
TTP://
midwestrider.com/goodnews.jpg.

Servant Riders – meetings on the 3rd
Saturday of the month at 10:00 AM at
Kingdom Treasures Bookstore on
Highway 50 in O’Fallon, IL.This is the
corner oh Hwy 50 and Old Collinsville Rd.
All are welcome Roger Snyder (618-2333443) e-mail: cmariders@computype.net.
Semo Son Riders - www.cmausa.org
Chouteau Island Partners (Off Road
MC Group) 1st Thursday of month
HTTP://w.icss.net/~squirts/island.htm
Look for Tom Downing through the web
site.
Cycle Disciples St.Louis Chapter – for
more info please visit the following
websites
http://www.geocities.com/grizs50/
CycleDisciplesSTL.html
http://www.cycledisciples.com/html/
st_louis.html
Euro Motor Union of Greater St. Louis:
meetings are held at 7:30 pm 1st Tues
Sports Page Inn, Old Rte. 3 South of Dupo
IL. (314) 994 1257
Freedom of Road Riders:
Local 20 – meetings last Sunday
of the month 1 PM at Dexter, MO Eagles
Hwy 25 North www.angelfire/mo2/road
riders
Local 24 - meetings 1st Weds of
the month 7:30 PM at Charlack Pub, 8344
Lackland Rd., St Louis, MO (314) 5216553
Local 25 - meetings the 4 th
Thursday 7:00 PM at the American Legion
Hall in “Old Town St. Peters, MO”
(636) 278-5910.
Local 32 - Meetings first Sunday
of the month 1 pm, at LeeBo’s Roadhouse
Highway 84 East, Caruthersville, MO
Local 34 – meetings third Weds
of the month at Bullwinkle’s Pub Hwys
T and 60 East Poplar Bluff, MO
www.forr34.org
Local 35 – Meetings on the 3rd
Sat of the month at the American Legion
Hall in Artesian Park Clinton, MO at 5:00
PM
Local 38 - meetings the 1 st
Sunday of the month 11:30 AM at TJ’S
Bar & Grill Hwys 61/67 & Z in Pevely,
MO
(636) 464-2941.
Local 42 - meetings the last
Weds of the month 6:30 PM at Roadhouse
100, 2763 Hwy 100, Gray Summit, MO
636-629-1390.

Freedom Riders – welcomes all bikers
and bikes to come ride with them email to
Ride4JC1@aol.com for more info.
Gateway X-treme Riders Assoc - STL
MO area including Metro East IL Club is
primarily for owners/riders of Honda VTX
cruisers. All bikes are welcome. Web site:
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/
gatewayvtx
Gold
Wing
Road
Riders
Association GWRRA Have various
meeting locations in the Metro St. Louis
Area. Check out the one nearest you at
www.stlouisgwrra.homestead.com
Heartland WOW, meetings are the 4th
Weds of the month at 7:00 PM at the
Prairie Commons Branch 915 Utz Ln., St.
Louis MO. For more info see their website
at www.heartlandwow.org.
Honda Sport touring Assn. St Louis
area 1st Sat; South Central MO 2nd Sat
and KC Area 3rd Sat. Pleas join us at any
time home.kc.rr.com/mosilhsta Warm
weather meet at Chesterfield Valley Power
Sports off hwy 40 West of Boone’s
Crossing Exit at 9am Kick stands up at
9:30 sharp for spirited ride of 150-200
miles. Garth Haubner at (636) 928 6939
Email: ghaubner@juno.com or Tom
Trieschmann at (314) 692 7463 E-mail
ttriesch@inlink.com
LOMA (Lake Ozark Motorcycle
Association) Events/Rides Hotline (573)
480-7433
Marion Roadrunners Riders Group –
an all bike, rider group that gets together
on Sundays and rides, meetings are held
on the 3rd Tuesday of the month at 7pm
at the Eagles Hall in Marion, IL. The
meetings are open to every one. More info
as well as events are available on their web
site www.marionroadrunners.com.
MidSouth Riders - Northwest Tennessee
www.midsouthriders.com
Midwest Trail Riders Assn. Email
mtra@ridemtra.com www.ridemtra.com
Event hotline (314) 314 434 5095
Midwest Cafe Racing Assn-Ride Line
(314)
481
8078
Email
Rideline@mcraracing.com
or
www.mcraracing.com
Norton Owners Club -Interested parties
can contact me directly at my address
shurst01@mail.win.org or http://
groups.yahoo.com/group/gnoa
Outlanders – All motorcycle brand,
family oriented org promoting fun events
without negative attitudes, drugs or

17

alcohol. Meetings are the last Sunday of the month at 1:00 PM
at the TRY Club, 655 Berkshire, East Alton, IL.
Pharaoh’s M.C. – 7510 Old Missouri RD, Centreville, IL for
more info contact Big Daddy (618) 593-2955.
Reelfoot Lake Night Riders - Tipton, TN
www.reelfootlakenightriders.com
River Road Riders, All Brand Motorcycle Club meetings are
held the 2nd Weds of the month at the Alton Sports Tap 7:00 PM
Road Raptors Riding Club meets at Fairview Heights, IL VFW
Hall on Rte. 159 at 7:00 PM first Wednesday of the month all
bike brands welcome, for additional club information. http://
www.r3c.org
Road Riders for Jesus Chapter 5 - Meetings 3rd Thursday of
each month at Alphonzo’s 2 Schibert Ct. in Maryville IL. We
eat at 6:30 PM and start meeting at 7:00 PM. All bikes welcome.
Web site: http://www.roadridersforjesus.org/
Road Riders for Jesus Belleville Chapter- meets 2nd Tues. of
the month, 6:30 PM at Bully’s Smoke House, 4204 W. Main St.
Belleville, IL For more info call 618-972-5875.
Road Riders for Jesus (RRJ) Warterloo Chapter meets 1st
Tuesday of each month at Arby’s, 721 N. Market St. Waterloo
IL. We eat at 6:00 p.m., meeting starts at 7:00 p.m. For more
information see website www.roadridersforjesus.org
Shadow Riders of Greater St. Louis MO.
WWW.Shadowriders- stl.com meet on 4th Tues of month at
Manchester Elks lodge at 7pm (314) 477 9976 ext 772.
Road Rebels Riding Club – An all brand riding club, for more
info about the club email President Rick”Grumpy”White
roadrebelgrump@yahoo.com or 618-972-4951
Southwest Illinois Ronin Riding Club – meets the 1st Saturday
of each month at Noon at various area locations. Ride follows
monthly meeting. This is an all-brand riding club, call
Bonedaddy @ 618-696-7768 or Trainwreck @ 618-973-6405
for meeting location or more information.
http://
autos.groups.yahoo.com/group/SW_Illinois_Ronin_RC/
Southern Illinois Star Riders meet the first Sunday of each
month in Collinsville, IL. Contact wizardandangel@yahoo.com
or
visit
autos.groups.yahoo.com/group/
southernillinoisstarriders/
St Louis Motorcycle Club meets the 2nd Thursday of the month
at Goff-Moll American Legion Hall, 2721 Collier, Brentwood,
MO. Meeting time is 7:30 PM and all are welcome call (314)
771-7100 or visit www.yahoo.com/group/STLMC for more info.
Vendetta’s M/C, Bootheel Chapter - P.O. Box 831,Doniphan,
MO 63935
Kzkat1420@gmail.com
Vietnam Veterans M/C – for more information on this club
email them at vnvmcillusa@yahoo.com

Harley Owners Groups HOG
Alton, IL. HOG Chapter 4th Thurs of month 7:30 PM at Alton
Sports Tap Route 140 & Route 3 Alton, IL..... Ladies of Harley
4th Thurs also at Alton Sports Tap, Banquet room.
Bellville, IL HOG Chapter 3rd Wed of month, 7:30 PM at the
ELKS club at corner of Route 161 and Lincoln Trail in Fairview

Heights, IL. Call dealership if you have questions (618) 277
8864. WWW.Friezeharley-davidson.com.
Bourbeuse Vally HOG Chapter 2nd Sunday of the month, 10:30
AM at Borbeuse Valley Harley-Davidson 1418 Hwy AT, Viila
Rodge meets inside the old store call (636) 451-0106 for more
info or directions.
Festus Mo. HOG Chapter 1st Wed of month, 7:30 at Surdyke
Harley Davidson 2435 Highway 67, Festus, MO. Please call
the dealership for more info (636) 931 8700.
Gateway to the West HOG Chapter 3rd Thurs of the month
8:00 PM at Gateway to the West Harley Davidson, 3600 Lemay
Ferry Rd., St. Louis, MO, LOH meets the 4th Tuesday of the
month at the Blarney Stone 4333 Telegraph Rd. at 7:30 PM for
more info go to www.gatewayhog.org.
Kirkwood Mo. Chapter 2nd Tuesday of the month at GoffMoll American Legion Hall, 2721 Collier, Brentwood, MO. The
LOH meeting is held at Culpeppers, 312 S Kirkwood, Kirkwood,
MO on the first Thursday of month. Everyone is welcome.
Contact (314) 544 HAUG or www.Kirkwoodhog.com.
River Roads HOG Chapter 1st Wednesday of the month. 6pm
Social / 7pm Business Meetings alternate between TNT Action
Sports (Chapter Sponsor at 5101 Oak Street, Quincy) and TriState area establishments. For more info www.rrchog.com or
call 217.224.1004
St Charles HOG Chapter: 3rd Tues of the month 7 pm at St.
Charles Moose Lodge 2705 Interstate 70 (South Service Road
by Chucky Cheese) (636) 723-9365. stcharleshog@primary.net.

If your club or organization would like to be listed here please
send an email to clubs@thebikinglife.com

and many others that can’t all be listed her
e thanks to all of you
here
who have helped to support us thr
ough your gener
osity
through
generosity
19

Something Completely Different
by Rich Aubuchon
Because I’m out of ideas, I’ve decided to write this
month’s column in the style of the great Larry King.
So, while reading, picture me with Coke-bottle glasses,
suspenders, and a raspy tobacco-laden voice.
I’m not a big fan of soup, yet somebody’s buying it. I
wish I could understand why soup is so popular... If
given a choice between healthy testicals and a million
dollars cash, I’d take the good ‘nads every time... It
must be really tough for midgets to find clothes at a
thrift store.. I might be going out on a limb, but I don’t
think “Osama” is going to be a very popular baby name
this year... Sometimes I have to remind myself- all
that glitters is not gold, and all that squirms and begs
for its life isn’t that drifter I picked up outside Tahoe...I
saw Bella Abzug at the Rainbow Room over the
weekend, and let me tell you, she still knows how to

wear those hats... Here’s an idea whose time has
come: edible Q-Tips... It’s become my latest
obsession. For the past few weeks, I can’t quit
wondering whatever happened to the guy that played
Horshack... For my birthday, my friends pitched in and
got me a sweater. I would have rather had a moaner
or a screamer, but you take what you can get... I don’t
have to tell you that Yo Yo Ma is a wonderful cellist,
but I can’t help thinking he doesn’t get much tail. I
think he should make a rap album. He could call
himself Yo Ma Ma... Call me a softy, but there’s nothing
I like better than going to the park and watching the
children jump and scream. They don’t know I’m using
blanks...I just can’t get enough nougat... I saw the
newest Star Wars movie. If the world is ever taken
over by Wookies, remind me to invest in a shampoo
company... You heard it here first, friends: there was
more to the Kennedy assassination than meets the
eye... It sure would be nice if Pete Townshend would
put down the kiddy porn for a few months and record
a new album... I had a dream I was eating a giant
marshmallow. When I woke up, my pillow was
gone...Anybody heard from Joaquin Andujar lately?
Speaking of baseball, how about them Expos? I think
this might finally be their year... If you’ve never had
really good tilapia, you’re missing out... Whichever
side of the Evolution/Creationism debate you are on,
you have to admit there’s no explaining Carrot Top...
They say sex is like chili, and they’re correct. The best
part of each is passing gas afterwards... There’s no
denying that Jane Fonda still looks terrific, but her
book is a steaming pile of camel dung... Mark my
words, folks: I’ve solved the energy crisis, and the
answer is simple: burning the fat of executed
prisoners... If I get drafted, I hope it’s by the Swiss
Army. They never run out of can openers... I like what
I see out of Pope Benedict, but if they ever decide to
have an American Pope, I hope it’s one of the
“Wazzup” guys... Here’s a puzzler for you. Ralph
Waldo Emerson’s advice for living was “simplify,
simplify”. Why didn’t he just use one “simplify”... For
my money, there’s only one newscaster worth a darn
and his name is Jack Van Impe... There’s only one
word for a brilliant, talented actress like Angelina Jolie,
and that word is: Melons... Say what you like about
crystal meth, it’s the best drug value around... Next
time you’re downtown, count the number of people in
suits. It will help you pass the time while you’re being
panhandled... If I’m ever gunned down and left to die
in a pool of my own blood, I think a funny prank to
play on the police would be to scrawl “The killer
is__”, and let them go nuts thinking about how close
I came to telling them... Take it from me, gang. When

you’re in the mood for elephants, there’s no better
place than the Zoo... Somebody should invent a skin
cream that doubles as pancake syrup... Andy Warhol
once said that in the future, everybody will be famous
for 15 minutes. Andy had it wrong. In the future,
everybody will have their own bobblehead... Could
somebody please tell me why nobody has shot the
Blue Man Group... I started taking one of those
prescription diet pills. The commercial said side effects
include frequent bowel movements and an inability to
control them. Since I’ve already got that problem, I
might as well be thin... Do you suppose Clown College
has a good philosophy department?
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Biker Friendly Establishments
Chains
Show-Me’s in Fairview Heights, IL, St
Louis, MO, St Charles, MO and Cape
Girardeau,MO
Illinois
Alton/Grafton/Wood River
Cellar Room Tavern, 2704 E.
Broadway, Alton, IL (618) 465-9874
Danny’s Lounge, 118 W. 4th St., Alton,
IL (618) 462-6787
Fast Eddie’s Bon-Air, 1530 E. 4th St.,
Alton, IL (618) 462-5532
The Loading Dock, 400 Front St,
Grafton, Grafton, IL (618) 7863494
Porky’s, 1543 E Edwardsville
Rd, Wood River, IL (618) 2549380
Scotty’s, 4 Front St., Alton, IL.
(618) 463-1065
Woodstock Lounge, 638
Broadway, Alton, IL
Wild Goose Saloon, 1505 W.
Main St, Grafton, IL, (618) 7868888
Belleville
B & B Crehan’s, 6413 W. Main
St. (618) 394-1300
Dutch Hollow Barn, 533 Dutch
Hollow Rd. (618) 235-5868
Mitch and Nancy’s League Lounge,
1501 W Main St (618) 277-3643
Robin’s Nest, 1614 Mascoutah
Ave. (618) 234-7432, karaoke
every Fri-Sat 9:30 to 1:30 AM

Sheridan’s Frozen Custard, 5326
N Illinois St, Fairview Heights,
IL
The Antique House, 3701 W.
Main St. (618) 235-3434, great
Wednesday Specials
TR’S Place 4901 Concordia Rd.,
(618) 277-7135
Cahokia
Brandy Inn: 103 Water St.
(618) 337-1101 Fine Food and
Drinks always Biker Friendly
Derby Al’s Diner: 2845 Camp
Jackson Rd.
Carmi
Danny’s Pool Room: 119 E Main
Street in Carmi, IL (618) 3829987
Caseyville
Caddyshack Saloon, 2865 N. 89th St,
(618) 397-4704 Nice bar with very
friendly bartenders
Collinsville/Edwardsville
American Pride Collision 427 East
Main St, C’Ville (618) 345-7872, We can
fix your bike too.
Good Times, 834 S Morrison, C’Ville, IL
Our Place, 704 Henry St, Edwardsville,
IL (6187) 655-1255
Granite City
Big Duga’s Restaurant, 699 State
Road 203, (618) 875-5800.
Gabby’s Bar & Grill, 1800 State
St. (618) 452-2009
Jacksonville
Don’s Place, 207 W Morgan St,
(217) 243-2112
Maryville
Sharky’s Sports Bar, 2537
Vandalia, (618) 344-0826 good
food at great prices
Granite City/Pontoon Beach
The Village Inn, 4015 Pontoon
Rd., Pontoon Beach (618) 9314497
Mt. Vernon
Players: 300 S 9th - 1 block off
the square(rt.37&rt.15)
Old Shawneetown
Hogdaddys Saloon: Main St in
Old Shawneetown, IL (618)
922-1389
Quincy, IL/Hannibal, MO area
Kelly’s (A fun Place to Eat and
Drink), 2902 Broadway (217)
222-5579
Long Branch Saloon, New
Canton, IL (217) 426-2022

River House Restaurant and Bar
238 North Front St. (217) 2246888
Sparky’s, 221 N 5th St, (217) 2247527
That Other Place, 105 S Main
St, Hannibal, MO (573) 2214114
The Back Porch, 715 Oak,
Quincy, IL (217) 223-8800
The Office, 717 Mortimer,
Barry, IL (217) 335-3193
Southwestern Illinois
Falling Springs Conservation
Club, 2200 LePere Ln. Dupo,
IL (618) 286-4440, music on
weekends with Sunday jam
sessions.
Fountain Inn, 1912 Fountain Rd.
Valmeyer, IL (618) 935-2266
Freda’s Bar, 2071 Main St
Renault, IL.
Frog’s Sports Club, 707 Davis St.
Ferry Road, East Carondolet
(618) 286-9988
Gallagher’s Get-A-Way, 102 S.
Richland, Freeburg, IL (618)
539-5208
Georgia’s Place, 415 Vine St,
Eldred, IL
Gert’s Place Bar and Grill Ill Rtes
3 & 149 Gorham, IL (618) 7639254
Good Tymes Bar and Grill, 200 N. Main
St. Dupo, IL (618) 286-9693
Heartland Bar and Grill, 6180 Rte 3,
Waterloo, IL (618) 939-6670
Horton’s Place, 2503 Main St.
Fayetteville, IL, (618) 677-3348 friendly
folks and cold beer
Just Sue’s Tavern, Evansville, IL
(618) 853-4425
Karban’s Knotty Pine, 4569 Buss
Branch Rd., Waterloo, IL (618)
473-9954
Lisa’s Bar and Grill, Prairie
DuRocher, IL (618) 284-3374
Lou and Michelle’s Tavern,
Waterloo, IL (618) 939-8300
Mary’s Bar and Grill, Ruma, IL
(618) 282-7944
Old Shamrock Tavern, Hwys 13
& 156, New Athens, IL (618)
475-9263
“Papa” Wheelie’s, Old Rte 50,
Trenton, IL (618) “ A full
throttle sports bar”

Rick’s Corner, 201 S Union St Staunton used to be
the Twisted Spoke (618) 635-3088
S & J Main Street, 608 N. Main St. Columbia, IL, (618) 2819997.
Sporto’s Pub & Grill, 211 S. Main Street, Red Bud, IL (618)
282-7956
The Corner Pub, 602 Meyer Dr, Valmeyer, IL (618)
935-8209
The Dawg Haus 102 S. Main St. New Douglas, IL
217-456-7072
Willie’s Corner, 128 W. Market, Red Bud, Ill 62278
Springfield
Grman’s Harley Davidson Repair: 310 W. Browning
Rd (217) 522-2557
Knuckleheads, 2000 Peoria Rd., 62702 (217) 789-1488
Pony Keg Leathers: 2026 S 11th St (217) 544-3774
The Cove 1616 N Dirksen Pkwy (217) 753-1760
Missouri
Arnold
21 Rock, #1 Meramec Heights (636) 282-7228
featuring live music every weekend and special bike
parking area.
Barnhart
Your Payday Advance Co., 7125 Metropolitan Blvd,
Ste 106 (636) 467-5447
Charlack
John & Judy’s Charlack Pub: 8334 Lackland Rd., Rock Bands
Fri and Sat Nights (314) 423-8119
Defiance
Terry and Kathy’s - Defiance, MO on Hwy. 94 about 9 miles
south of Hwy 40
Fenton
That One Place: 1005 Majestic Dr in Fenton, MO
(636) 861-1902
Florissant
Class Act Tattoo and Body Piercing, 11629 West
Florissant Rd., Florissant, MO (314) 972-0707
Fredericktown
Little Joe’s Bar and Grill, 1317 Hwy OO (573) 7835452
Gray Summit
Roadhouse 100, 2763 Highway 100 (636) 451-2007
Hazelwood
Jack’s Iron Horse Bar and Grill: 12950 St Charles
Rock Rd in Hazelwood, MO (314) 209-1280
Lake of the Ozarks Area
Backwater Jacks Lakeside Bar & Grill Lake Rd. to
Beach Dr (573) 348-6639
Cheeks Bar & Grill at the Square, Camdenton, MO
(573) 346-5400
Filling Station Pub & Grill, Hwy 54 Osage Beach, MO
(573) 348-4796
Gasoline Alley 324 W Main St, Warsaw, MO (660) 4384170
IM Tirebiters Bar & Grill, across from Shoney’s in Oage
Beach(573) 348-1177

Risky’s Sports Bar, Hwy 54 West of Square Camdenton,
Bike Night first Wed of month (573) 346-9740
Rock Island Line, “The Dam Bar” Bagnell Dam Strip
Lake Ozark (573) 365-8911
Salty Dog Lakeside Bar & Grill, Lake Rd 54-37 (Jeffries
Rd) (573) 348-9797
The Rail Sports Bar & Grill, Hwy 54 West of Osage
Beach (573) 348-1431
Louisiana
Eagles Nest Bistro, Hwy 79 (573) 754-9888
Pevely
TJ’s Bar & Grill: HWY Z & 61-67, For Bike Show
date information call (636) 475-3648.
St Ann
Lindy’s – 10471 St Charles Rock Rd (314) 427-2822
St Charles/St Peters/O’Fallon
Porky’s Restaurant and Bar, 1203 5th St, St Charles,
(636) 940-142
St. Louis
The House of Rock, Ronnie’s Plaza featuring the
best in live music Thursday – Saturday.
Frank’s First Alarm 7800 Virginia (314) 638-9272
Iron Horse Saloon, 7928 S. Broadway, Saint Louis,
MO (314) 631-3141 Thurs Bike Night starting in
May
Night Sky 13154 Tesson Ferry Rd.
Scott and Beverly’s Some Other Place Other Place 1500
Lemay Ferry Rd. St. Louis 63125. (314)892-6969
The Little Bar, 6343 Alabama Ave, (314) 481-1665
Southeast Missouri
Bootheel Saloon -Highway 142 Poplar Bluff, MO
Bullwinkle’s Pub, Hwy T off Hwy 60 E Poplar Bluff,
MO (573) 778-9278
Danny’s Place, 1102 Linn Street, Sikeston, Missouri
(573)-471-9984
Jim & Jerry’s Restaurant, Pub & Billiards 336 Vine St.
Poplar Bluff, MO (573) 686-2006
LeeBo’s Road House & Bait Shop - Highway 84 East,
Caruthersville, MO (573)359-4493
Marbles Restaurant and Sport Bar, Bus Hwy 60, Dexter,
MO (573) 624-8662
Mona’s Clymax II - 215 Ward Ave., Caruthersville, MO
(573)333-3003
Scotty’s Sports Bar & Grill - 4802 West Village (PP Hwy.) Poplar
Bluff, MO (573-686-9300)
Players, 632 Broadway, Cape Girardeau, MO 63701
(573) 335-9915
Wild River Pub & Grill, 3765 Hwy W, Farmington,
MO
Ohio
Toledo
Riders Edge located at 531 Oak St is the place to go
in Toledo, Ohio Phone # is (419) 698-9582..
If your establishment or one that you dig on could
be listed here if you tell us about it at
bikerfriendly@thebikinglife.com or call us at (618)
628-2911.
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Upcoming Events - June
3rd – 5th Big Hands for Little Giants Motorcycle Rally – in Marion, IL I-57 and Rte 13 W, Custom chopper show
vendors, music swap meet poker run and more sponsored by Roadrunners Riders Group call Chopper John (618)
997-5377 for info
3rd – 4th 9th Annual District 6 FORR Rodeo – at the River rat Resort, 541 Shorehaven Dr Hwy 30 & Pond Ford Rd. St
clair, MO B.A.C.A 5TH Annual Kids Rodeo with field events, music, vendors, food and fun for details call (636) 6291390
5th Ride for a Cure Poker Run – sign up from 11 to noon at Main St Bar in Hardin, IL all proceeds go to the American
Cancer Society call (618) 576-2396 for info.
5th Kenny Hoffmann Memorial Poker Run – sponsored by the Illinois Motorheads MC sign up at Phyl’s in Marine, IL
from 11 to 1.
5th SEMO HOG POKER RUN – Starts at Minor’s Harley-Davidson Cape Girardeau, MO right off I-55 at Exit 91 at 19 AM
there will be food, music, 50/ 50 and Fat Boy Raffle( Fat Boy will be given away at State Rally) for more info call (573)
334-7716.
9th – 11th King City BBQ Showdown and Bike Show – at Dale’s Harley Davidson Mt. Vernon, IL
9 - 12 HogRock River Rally Cave In Rock, IL Located in Southern Illinois on the Ohio River, next to the Shawnee
National Forest. Live music, WILD contests, vendors, camping, field events, and more! For more info, check out our
website at www.hogrock.com or call 1(866)HOGROCK. “Don’t miss the HOTTEST little party in the Midwest!”
10th – 12th Midwest Motorcycle AA Convention – Emerald Acres Campground, Pearl City, IL, runs, field events,
speakers, vendors just without drugs or alcohol for info call Chopper Dave (815) 299-3577.
11th – Flat Track Championship & Sportster Performance Series – at Tri-City Speedway in Pontoon Beach, IL Bike
Show and Pig Roast also gates open at 10 seats $27/$25 for more info call (618) 931-7836
11th Shake Rattle and Roll Run – Starts at Booters in Mt Sterling, IL call bar for info
11th Harley Angels Bikini Contest – at Gateway to the West Harley Davidson.
11th Biker Friends for United Services – starts at 4140 Old Mill Parkway St Peters, MO, $50 fee includes attendance
prizes, lunch provided at OutBack restaurant is included benefits ‘Special Needs’ Children.
12th Wheels for Guatemala – Servant Riders sponsored Bike Show sign up from 11 to 1 at Abundant Love Church 93
Water St Cahokia, IL call (618) 235-6507 for info.
12th Mystery Points Ride - hosted by Bourbeuse Valley HOG Chapter sign up from 10:30 to noon at the dealership
call (636) 742-2707 for info.
12th Hooters Run for the Wings – put on by the Rebel Rat Pack sign up is from 11 to 1 at the South County Hooter’s
on s. Lindbergh foe info call (314) 223-1020
12th Skyriders Poker Run – Cellar Run in Alton, IL sign up noon to 2.
18th 2nd Annual PKD Benefit & Motorcycle Show – hosted by Dale’s Harley Davidson in Flora, IL
18th Hartbauer/McBride Dance – at Top Shooter’s in Columbia, IL 7 PM to 12 AM.
18th Collinsville Raider Run – Sing up from 11 to 1 at Sharkey’s in Maryville, IL
18th Open House at Bikers Paradise – all day event at 17409 Chesterfield Airport Rd
19th Ride for the Gold – all bike ride and show proceeds go to the Missouri Special Olympics sign up 8 to 11 AM at
Shop ‘n Save 10461 Manchester in Kirkwood call (314) 984-1573 for details.
19th Bush Pilots Poker Run – sign up at clubhouse at Central and Union in Alton, IL from noon to 2.
24th – 26th Thunder Valley Biker Rally – in Mt Sterling, IL sponsored by Great River ABATE opens at noon on Fri live
music, wild contests and other fun events call (217) 773-3615 for info.
24th – 26th Sizzler Motorcycle Rally – in Warsaw, MO at the junction of Hwys 65 S & 7 E there will be a bike show, field
events music and camping available for more info call (660) 281-1056, sponsored by FORR Local 35.
25th Bikers for Babies Illinois – call (217) 753-2743 for more info
25th Hogs for Dogs – at Dale’s Harley Davidson in Mt Vernon, IL
25th Tim Surdyke’s Birthday Bash – at Surdyke’s Harley Davidson in Festus, MO
25th Bike Show for the Kids – 11 to 3 PM next to the Pilot Truck Stop in Charleston, MO, sponsored by the Shining
Light Baptist Church proceeds go to buy school supplies for area children.
25th First annual Charity Bike Show – put on by JJ’s Restaurant and the Misfits MC
check-in at noon start time 3 fee $25 JJ’s Restaurant is at 1215 S Duchesene, St Charles, MO call (636) 946-3500 for
info.
26th A.B.A.T.E. Poker Run – sign up at Humdingers in Maryville, IL from noon to 2 PM
July
1st – 3rd 3rd Annual Liberty Rally – Memorial benefit for Cord Eaker - Brothers Keepers MM, non-alcoholic event but
still all the same fun filled goings on $10 donation at the gate not far from Bonne Terre for more info call (636) 586-9908
8th – 10th Iron Sleds MC 27th Annual Bash – live music, field events, vendors and all you’d expect from a bash 27years
they gotta be doing something right 1 mile west of Palmyra, IL on Rte 12
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POKER RUN
HANNIBAL FIREFIGHTERS
JUNE 11TH AT THE HANNIBAL INN
SIGN UP FROM 10 TO NOON
FREE FOOD AFTERWARDS
REDUCED ROOM RATES
CALL 573-822-4169 FOR INFO
MAD HOSS JACKSON

FORR Blessing of the Bikes
by “Killer” Miller
Once again spring has sprung, and bikes are being freshened
up for the summer riding season. In that spirit, The Ghost,
Joyce, and I loaded up and headed off to the Falling Springs
Club in Dupo, Illinois, for our annual religious activity:
the FORR Blessing of the Bikes. Reverend Bud started the
tradition, but in the years since his passing, someone from
the Tribe of Judah has delivered the sermon and the blessing.
This year was no different, as the speaker preached on the
fact that no matter how wrecked your life is, God’s master
mechanic (Jesus) can fix it if you just trust Him to.

“Hello” to Dion, Sue, Midget and crew (hope you liked the
ride, Heather), Sidecar and Cathy, Adam, and all the rest of
the brothers and sisters I might have forgotten.
I am glad God has blessed me to be at all 19 of these, and
next year I hope to be at the 20th. For now, this is Killer and
Crew saying, “Ride safe, happy, and blessed.”

This year also continued the tradition of the reading of the
names of riders we’ve lost in the past year. Unfortunately,
this year there were some new ones such as Indian Larry,
Dave Mann, Honest Mitch, and Jerry Miller. Our heartfelt
condolences go out to their families, as well as to the EFMC
and the Road Saints for their losses this year.
There was also a great selection of bikes, from racer replicas
to a great-looking Boss Hoss and all the old-school stuff in
between. The Blessing also gave me a chance to make new
friends and to even be nice to my fellow writers from Wide
Open. I always enjoy this event because it is usually the
first time in the year that I get to see all my friends, so a big
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Cool Runnings
by Kay Mullen
Saturday, April 23, was chilly when I set out from St. Louis,
and cool when I arrived at the grand opening of Crawford
County Customs in Cuba, Missouri. This new business at
111 Highway D (which is basically the north outer road of
I-44) is open Tuesday through Saturday each week, and is
sure to become a favorite of those who stop there.
Crawford County Customs is owned by Ronnie and
Claudine Smith and Mike Stout. In addition to offering
custom bike services and repairs, they also have a wide
selection of apparel, accessories, and parts. In the garage
they were working on a custom trike with a VW transaxle
and a Harley-Davidson engine. Very cool. The shop also
has the best deals on t-shirts I’ve ever seen, and you can
never have too many t-shirts, especially in the summer.
Folks who like dogs are usually pretty good people, and in
addition to the good crowd that turned out for the grand
opening, a couple of dogs—Dozer the bulldog and George
the dog—came along with their owners to check the place
out. They were both a big hit with the attendees, and also
seemed to enjoy the tasty barbecue that was provided as
much as the people did.

The musical entertainment was provided by the Road
Trippers from Salem, Missouri. Band member John
“Chappie” Chaplin told me they specialized in “blues, rock,
and whatever,” and they proved it when they started kicking
out the jams at 2 PM. In addition to playing their own stuff,
they did great blues and southern rock music, especially
Creedence Clearwater Revival. The successful grand
opening was topped off with a series of door prize drawings
for free t-shirts, and a final drawing for a Harley-Davidson
blanket.
If you find yourself in Cuba this summer—cruising down
Highway 19 to the Ozark National Scenic Riverways,
getting set to float the Meramec at Steelville, or taking an
extended ride on I-44—be sure to stop in and visit the
friendly folks at Crawford County Customs. Even in the
heat of summer, it’ll be a cool trip.

Greg Griffin Benefit at TJ’s
by “Killer” Miller
Occasionally I get talked into going to events where
I figure I will know nary a soul. This was one of
those times. I had only met Greg Griffin twice in his
short life, and I truly didn’t think I would see many
familiar faces at the benefit that was held for him at
TJ’s Bar and Grill in Pevely, MO. I couldn’t have
been more wrong. I walked onto the grounds, and
the first person I saw (besides the staff) was my old
buddy Fuzzy and the rest of the CFMA crew (it’s a
secret). For the rest of the day all I did was see old
friends or make new ones.
Providing the music for the benefit was the Mo.
Mules, and they rocked the house. I mean, they just
tore it up. The food was plentiful and great, as was
the beer. All I can say about the turnout was that
even though I didn’t know Greg Griffin, he sure had
a lot of people who cared about how his family will
survive after he is gone. In life, that’s all you can
really ask for.

BIKE NIGHT EVERY TUESDAY AT
FAIRVIEW HEIGHTS, IL AND CAPE
GIRARDEAU, MO LOCATIONS AND
THURSDAY NIGHT AT THE
ST CHARLES RESTAURANT LAST
NIGHT OF THE MONTH IS A BIKE SHOW
FOOD & DRINK SPECIALS FOR RIDERS ON BIKE NIGHTS
SHOW-ME’S IS A FLORIDA BEACH RESTAURANT
WITH 4 LOCATIONS IN THE BI-STATE REGION
200 LINCOLN HIGHWAY, FAIRVIEW HEIGHTS, IL
(618) 628-1625
724 N. 1ST STREET, ON THE LANDING, SAINT LOUIS, MO
(314) 241-8245
2795 VETERANS MEMORIAL PKWY, SAINT CHARLES, MO
(636) 946-0490
1751 INDEPENDENCE ST, CAPE GIRARDEAU, MO
(573) 334 4647
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Hot Bike Open House
by Al ‘Slow Talker’ Wilson

April 30th found me once again visiting my friends in
Quincy, nominally the reason for the trip was to check out
Hot Bike of Quincy’s Open House but in reality any time I
can see the fine people I’ve met in Quincy I take advantage
of it. This stay was like no other some of my friends were
kind enough to put me up in the ‘condo overlooking the
river’. We arrived there Friday night and stopped at Kelly’s
Bar and Grill, grabbed a bite to eat, To say the food is good
here is a vast understatement. We chatted for a while with
the owner of the place Rod McClain and his lovely wife
Robin. Then made our way to our accommodations and
crashed.
The next day brought a hint of rain and the temps could
have been a little better but nothing seemed to dampen the
enthusiasm of the crowd. Many people came to see the new
line of Big Dog Motorcycles, the new clothing lines for the
current season or to see the latest creation from John Poppe
and Extreme Customs. There was a display of all the Big
Dogs bikes with a factory rep. There was a dyno shootout
going on all day long and that always draws a crowd.
Representatives from the Great River A.B.A.T.E. Chapter
were selling t-shirts and signing folks up. If you live where
there is an active motorcycle rights organization like

A.B.A.T.E. or F.O.R.R. please do whatever you can to
support these folks they are out there talking to legislators
every day to protect our rights to ride and decide.

month but alas they got to heal first. Music was provided
all day long by the ‘Rock and Roll Revival’ and they were
really laying it down.

There were some great giveaways and a big 50/50 drawing
and the grand prize of the day was a super sharp Arlen
Ness jacket. Hot Bike of Quincy sells the Arlen Ness line
so if you want to pick yourself up something sharp that is
the place to go. We saw Panama the tattoo artist giving
some folks some awesome looking ink. If we could have
waited some of those were worthy of being a tattoo of the

This is the kickoff event in the Quincy area for the riding
season and certainly one not to be missed. Not only that
but you can support Rod McClain and Dick Winters as they
give their tireless support to A.B.A.T.E. Not only that but
Quincy is a nice ride away up the river road on either side
of the river and there are some great places to hang out
once you get there. I invite you all to head up that way
some weekend and sample the hospitality of the good folks
from this area.
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Rat Pack Rides Again
Sunday April17th was a great day. The sun was burning
and the temps were fantastic what a perfect time for the
annual Spring Paderborn Rat Pack Poker Run. This is
another one of those unmistakable signs that the season is
finally here. There was a huge turnout for the run. I had
been on duty protecting God and country until 10 that
morning so I didn’t make it out to Karban’s Knotty Pine
in Paderborn for the start but called and met up with the
riders at The Juicy Peanut in Mascoutah, IL.

After hanging out there for a while and catching up with
the goings on with friends it was off to “Papa” Wheelies
on Old Rte 50 outside Trenton, IL. This place calls
itself a “full throttle sports bar” and it certainly fills that
bill with all the racing memorabilia inside. They also
have some of the best looking and friendliest bar staff
around starting with their manager Michelle. The owner
John Waldron is also a biker so he does his best to ensure

that this fine establishment is always accommodating to
riders.
Our third stop was at the Kountry Klub in Venedy, IL.
This was my first time to ever be in Venedy and I found
the bar to nice and the folks were happy to see us. This
was a quick stop for me and my rider so soon we were
enroute to our next stop at Gallagher’s Get-a-way in
Freeburg. IL. But we made a quick unscheduled stop at
Horton’s Place in Fayetteville, a quick stop here is
always a good idea when you are in the neighborhood.
We were in luck because the owner Tom was there so we
hung out, had a drink and chatted before continuing on to

an awesome sight though nevertheless. It did attract some
of St Clair County’s finest though. The winners were
announced and the riders sat around talking and enjoying
the spring day.

Freeburg. The proprietor of Gallagher’s, Sheila is one
of the best cooks in the area and she made sure there was
some awesome food to eat at this stop. If you haven’t
been out to eat at this bar you are really missing
something they have specials every night of the week
and the food is always great and very reasonably priced.
The final stop was Karban’s Knotty Pine in Paderborn.
This is the hangout for the Rat Pack and you can almost
always find a member here. The beer is cold and the
company good. Some of the riders were pulling some
wheelies out front, hmm that might have been more
appropriate at an earlier named stop but I digress. It was
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Classifieds

NEW PRICE $29,900
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At The Lake With Henbo
As reported here before, coverage of events at Lake of the
Ozarks and surrounding areas is beginning. One of the first
poker runs was held on a sunny Sunday, April 6th starting
at Buzzard McGee’s in Eldon, Missouri making stops in
Osage Beach and ending at Camp Bagnell Fish House where
the hands were checked, refreshments were flowing and
some of the best catfish in Missouri was served both inside
and outside on the deck where the band played. Camp
Bagnell is where it all started, being an Osage river crossing

prior to the dam being built in 1930. Still a historic spot for
camping, the little town of Bagnell still draws tourists and
locals for a great meal in an old style fish house with great
atmosphere. The run was sponsored by Buzzard McGee’s
and organized by The Noble Eagles. This is a community
organization of riders that helps veterans as well as Eldon
High Schools’ scholarship fund. For more info, call Greg
Sullens @ 573-280-1154 or Rick Caine @ 573-392-1312.
There were some cool bikes and great riding around the
lake area. Check out some of the pics. One rider, Susan
Apperson had a beautiful white ghost flame V-ROD trike
that was purchased at Daytona. Something I need when
the knees go.

The Sizzler local 35 rally is coming JUNE 24-26 just west
of Camdenton. This is close to Warsaw and Truman Lake
@ Hwy 65 and 7, about 40 miles west on 7 from Hwy 5.
Should be a good one and your friendly staff @ THE
BIKING LIFE will be in attendance.
Come by and see Jim or myself if we make it that long.
Lake of the Ozarks Harley- Davidson opened on Friday
May 6. There to meet and greet was owner Jack Fleming
and a friendly staff of many to talk to the riders that drove
in as well as others that were taking a look. The interior
has a great look to it and they have it stocked up with more
on the way. It is going to be busy this summer and Jack
and Derek, the general manager, have their sights set on a

Rock Island Line
The ‘Dam’ Bar
On the Bagnell
Dam Strip
Lake of the
Ozarks, MO
(573) 365-8911

tentative Labor Day open house. I’ll keep you posted on
the events list in back. Check it out when you are at the
lake. Head west on Hwy 54 about a half mile or so past
route KK and it is on the left next to the Rail sports bar.
Pick up a copy of the Biking Life when you’re in there
Finally, congratulations to J.D.Kudart and the guys at
Custom Motorcycle Creations on the strip who won” best
of show” at the Easy Riders show in K.C. in April. Check
em out when here and see their ad right here in this issue.
We’ll try to get a pic of it in here when we can. Up the
strip from CMC is The Leather Man. I was in there the
other day and can’t believe all the great leather and riding
gear and accessories they have at inexpensive prices. Boy
am I a dummy for not going there sooner. I’ll hit em again
when I need some more stuff.
Keeping you lake riders updated, be safe and see you at
Riskys in June.
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Tattoo of the Month

This month Tat of the Month can be viewed on Trick’s arm.
It took 24 hours total, 8 three hour sittings, plus a little
extra time some nights! Alan over at All-Star Tattoo off I170 & Olive created this wild Space/Alien montage for me
at my request. The detail work and overall design is
incredible! I highly recommend you checkout All-Star
Tattoo before you get new ink, see Alan, Omare, Carri,
Nate, and Sean. Tell them Trick, from Doc’s HarleyDavidson sent ya!

