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Letter from the Publisher
by Jim Furey
With this issue, we begin our fourth year of publication.
Our growth has been phenomenal, truly beyond my wildest
imagination. In that time, we have tripled the size of the
publication, and we have also almost tripled the number of
copies we print. This is a tribute to you, our readers: you
have embraced us and what we are doing. No other
publication I know of can make these claims, and you—
our faithful followers—know this to be true because you
have seen it. I thank all of you who read us on a regular
basis for your support, and I promise to keep improving
the magazine to bring you the best coverage of local and
national events possible.
A couple of other groups deserve recognition here. One is
our advertisers. They help us pay the bills and are the lifeline
of the magazine. I would particularly like to thank Big Boyz
Custom Cycles. They have been with us from the very
start, and it was a huge coup for us to land as one of our
first advertisers the shop that “builds the baddest bikes in
town.” Another of our earliest supporters was TJ’s Bar &
Grill, a fine establishment whose owners give new meaning
to the phrase biker friendly. These two advertisers have since

been joined by many others, and once again I ask you to
support them and all the businesses that advertise with us.
Many of them are owned by bikers, and I would much rather
give my money to someone who shares my passion.
The other group I’d like to thank is the great people who
help me with this endeavor. Kent Meisemann has been
involved the longest and is an awesome photographer. Dave
Murphy has assisted with the photography as well. My sister
Jennifer has spent countless hours editing these pages, only
to have me sabotage her efforts by writing something the
night before I submit the magazine. If you find typos or
mistakes in this magazine, that’s mainly how that happens.
Killer Miller has written many stories for us and is a super
asset to me. Dennis Henley is our correspondent at the Lake
of the Ozarks, and the work he does there is truly impressive.
Brian Dillender writes for us on a consistent basis, and his
contributions are greatly appreciated. Kim Kirgan keeps
us informed of events in the southern Metro area and sells
some ads—she is an inspiration. My parents are my Cape
Girardeau/Bootheel liaisons, and I love them and thank
them for their help. Finally, there is Joy Newberry (although
by the time some of you read this, she will be Joy Furey).
She also helps with the editing, goes to countless events,
helps out at our booths, and is very supportive.
I can’t tell you how much I value all the friends I’ve made
so far on this journey. I would name some of you, but since
I can’t name all of you, that wouldn’t be fair. Just know
that your friendship is truly appreciated, even if sometimes
I forget a name. I do feel bad when I forget, though.
Publishing this magazine has been a great adventure so
far, and with your help it will continue to be. Thanks to all
of those who have helped make this possible—your support
and kind words are truly humbling.
We have several new advertisers on board this month.
Please give them the same support that you provide to our
current ones. Your patronization of our advertisers’
dealerships, shops, bars, and restaurants is what makes the
magazine possible. Several of our newest advertisers are
in areas that offer some great riding opportunities, so please
check them out.
The Harley Drags and Gypsy Rendezvous were awesome
events, and many more are coming in the weeks and months
ahead. Support and enjoy our fine advertisers as much as
you can, and—as always—be safe and have fun. I look
forward to meeting even more of you in the year ahead.
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Gypsy Rendezvous Returns
by Jim Furey

The weekend of May 5th, 6th and 7th was a
celebration of support for our troops hosted by Dale’s
Harley-Davidson, Surdyke Harley-Davidson and
Gateway to the West Harley-Davidson. These three
dealerships combined to throw one heck of a party.
The weekend’s activities kicked off on Friday with
festivities going on at all three locations.
At Dale’s Harley-Davidson in Mt. Vernon, IL, on display
was a nitro-fueled Harley, the official drag bike of the
All Harley Drag Racing Association, and what the
crowds come out to see. In Festus, MO, at Surdyke
Harley-Davidson, the founder of KC Creations, custom
bike builder and AHDRA drag racer, Kim Suter was
signing autographs and talking with the large crowd
in attendance. Gateway to the West Harley-Davidson’s
main attraction for the evening was world-renowned
bike builder Kendall Johnson showing off some of his
creations, signing autographs and hanging out with
his many fans. Though he has been featured on the
Discovery Channel’s Biker Build-Offs, he was in the
area that weekend to return to his roots as an AHDRA
racer. And not only was Kendall racing, but the
Johnsons had a family thing going on with dad, Bill,
working in the pits and son, Zach, also running his
bike down the quarter mile track.
There was food provided by Hooter’s, and of course
the always eye-catching Hooter’s girls at all three
locations. Additionally, the hard-working and friendly
staff of these dealerships were preparing other fare
as well. Not only was the food good and hot, but there
were also some very hot deals inside the stores on
motorclothes, parts and accessories and, of course,
bikes. There were also discount arm bands available
that allowed attendees to get into the AHDRA Drag
Races at a greatly reduced cost.

These dealerships throw a great party and any event
they stage is certainly worth attending and even if that
was all, it would be well and good. But it doesn’t end
there, almost all the events they stage are tied into a
charitable cause. That is how they show their
commitment to the communities in which they do
business. This event was no different; once again the
proceeds from the events of the weekend were
donated in part to Jefferson Barracks National
Cemetery and to the James McDonnell USO Center.
The events continued on into Saturday with a Bike
Show at Gateway International Raceway. This is one
of the top bike shows in the area and many of the top
bikes from near and far come to see how they stack
up against the cream of the crop. The event was
hosted and judged by members of the Festus,
Gateway to the West and King City HOG Chapters.
The same groups staged the field events which also
took place at the drag strip.

Sunday dawned a little on the gray side, but that didn’t
dampen the spirits of hundreds of riders from all over
the bi-state area who met up at the three dealerships
to take part in the Gypsy Rendezvous Run. All
participants in the run either received a patch and a
rocker for first timers or just a year rocker for the
veterans of this run.
The group from Gateway to the West took off on
schedule for a fun little ride through the southern
Illinois countryside and then to Jefferson Barracks.
During a short ceremony to honor the contributions
made by our nation’s military, a check was presented
to the cemetery by Matthew Will, the dealership’s
representative. Many members of the Surdyke family
were in attendance at this observance.
During the Gypsy Rendezvous Run, a 2006 HarleyDavidson Fat Boy these dealerships had donated was
raffled. Tickets were only $10 and gave the holde

r the opportunity to support not only the heroes of the
nation, but also the possibility of being the one to park
that awesome machine in their garage. The drawing
for the winner was the culmination of the weekend’s
events and it was won by Bob Bentley of St. Louis,
MO.
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News and Notes from around the Lake
by Ironhead

New Business
A new bar—Hardtails—opened earlier this spring just up
from the dam across from Stewarts restaurant. Jess and
Tina’s biker-friendly establishment features good parking,
a full bar, and a pool table. It’s a good spot to sit outside
and relax after a good ride, and we hope they have a
successful business for a long time to come. Their lot was
full on the weekend of the car show, and by the looks of
things, business will be good in the future. Stop in when
you visit the Lake and pick up a copy of The Biking Life.
Events

The Strip was hoppin’ with people and the coolest cars and
bikes during the first weekend of May. More than 500
classics and bikes from mid-Missouri converged on the Strip
for this annual event, which draws people from all around
the Midwest. The weather held for the most part, especially
during the parade around Bagnell Dam. The classic vehicles
featured in the parade were organized by decade, with a
bike in front of each group of cars. The Lake of the Ozarks
Motorcycle Association (LOMA) hosted a bike show in
front of Custom Motorcycle Creations and manned a
barbecue stand that did brisk business all day. Vendors were
everywhere, and people-watching was a favorite pastime:
many folks pulled out their lawn chairs and planted their
glutes in front of their rides for almost 2 full days. If you
missed it, try to be there next year—it gets bigger every
year. Thanks to Nolan and Cody for helping me out.

The bike nights are now in full swing. Riskys holds theirs
on the first Wednesday of the month, and The Fish Tank
and Mexicali Blues both hold theirs on the last Wednesday
of the month. On June 11, the summer super swap and bike
show will be held at the Midway Expo Center, just west of
Columbia, Missouri, at Exit 121 off I-70. It’d make a nice
day ride.
The Rocktown Riders will host a summer bash in Iberia on
June 24. Starting at noon on Highway 42, the event will
feature all kinds of activities. Cost for the party is $10 a
head or $15 with rider. It should be a hoot, and it’s not far
down Highway 54: another good day trip.
Keep up with what’s happening around the state by
checking the Events list here in the magazine. We aim to
please, but we can’t spread the word about your event
without your help. If you’d like to promote an upcoming
event, call or e-mail us at staff@thebikinglife.com. Keep
us posted on things to come, guys and gals. Advertising
your event is even better. It doesn’t cost, it pays!
This is your new man at the lake, Ironhead, trying to bring
you information, news, and something to read while on the
stool to keep you up to date and happy.
See you in the next world and don’t be late. Hendrix’s words
are a good send-off for Henbo. We all thank him for his
words of wisdom and for keeping Lake area riders slightly
entertained with his stories and coverage of events. He is
still around, only devoting more time to other events in his
daily grind. Say “Hi” to him when you see him around.
FOR SALE DOMAIN NAME
WWW.CHOPPERPAPA.COM
Will sell to best offer received by July 1st. I am donating
25% of the bid price to the Patriot Guard and 25% to the
American Legion Riders Missouri Chapter One. THIS IS
A GREAT DOMAIN NAME, EASY TO REMEMBER!!
email offers to Deacon: chopperpapa@gmail.com
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Classifieds

2005

Do you have a bike or
something else you’d
like to sell or trade.
Here is the perfect
forum to do just that.
The Biking Life
classifieds are
affrodable and they
work. Call us at (618)
531-0432 or email to
classifieds@thebikinglife.com
for more details

Classifieds
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FORR Leather & Lace For Real
by Al ‘Slow Talker’ Wilson

After some time for the adult beverages to work their magic,
it was time for the contests to begin. These included a Best
Tattoo contest which was judged by Tattoo Ted from
Washington, MO, one of his colleagues from the shop and
others. (You can see Ted’s head as this month’s tattoo of
the month.) The competition was stiff, as were other things
from some of the fine sights that abounded this evening.
Another contest was the Sexy Man Contest; Joy quickly
volunteered to take photos of that. Judging by the hoots
and hollers that came from the women spectators, that
contest was fun. The band came back after a short break,
rocked us for a while longer and then it was time for the
Sexy Dressed Woman event. I volunteered to take photos
of that! There were some great outfits worn by some very
attractive ladies and the judging was very close. It was hard
to pick out the three winners, but eventually that was
accomplished.

Oops, they did it again, paraphrasing a singer I can’t even
believe I would acknowledge. They are of course the good
folks of FORR Local 42. What they did again was their
Annual Leather and Lace Dance. How is it possible it just
gets better every year? Probably through the hard work of
people like Gina, Al and Mel; this is one of the group’s two
annual fund raisers. The other is a bike show later in the
year; please watch our events calendar for the time and
date.
They had a different band playing this year, a group called
MACH 7. This band was pretty freaking awesome covering
a great selection of classic rock music that all the folks
there seemed to enjoy. Everyone’s approval was shown by
the vote of their applause and also by the number of folks
out on the dance floor shaking their booties. If you buy
tickets early, it only costs $10 but even the $15 you pay at
the door is well worth it for a potluck style buffet, live
music all night long and beverages. I don’t think you can
find a better deal anywhere.
Joy and I arrived after the party had already started. The
life we lead as The Biking Life staffers is a very hectic one
as we try to get to as many places as possible. After getting
some beverages, we checked out the buffet line. I’m sure
all the food is made, or purchased in some cases, by
members of Local 42 and there was a great array of items
to choose from. They truly put out an awesome spread.
After we chowed down it was time to walk around, check
out the outfits of some the party goers and visit with friends,
like Ray and Rusty from Fog Hollow, Dave and Beth
Monachella of Monty’s Planning Service and many others.
Even those we hadn’t met before treated us like old friends,
and Gina always treats us like royalty which is very nice
and we thank her for that.

Also during breaks, the group gave out many nice
attendance prizes and made announcements along with
pleas to join FORR. This is not only an organization that
knows how to throw a good party, but also one that is
dedicated to protecting the rights of all those who ride. That
is in fact, their most important function and they need and
deserve your support. Visit a FORR meeting; I think you
will be impressed, probably enough to join and help this
fight yourself. Okay, I’m getting off the soap box and just
in time for my highlight of the evening!
That’s right The What T-Shirt contest. It doesn’t take much
imagination to figure out what this event is all about.
However if you are having difficulty, I urge you to come to
this event next year and find out what this slice of heaven
is for yourself. There were a lot of contestants and the voting
was close, but ultimately a winner was picked. I thank Local
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42 for inviting us to come to their bash, all the good-natured
people that took part in the contests and games—it is you
who truly make these fun—and finally all those who shared
how much they like this magazine with us. Lastly, this year
was the largest Leather and Lace Party held by this group
with more than 300 attendees, and to all of you who missed
it, I urge you to come out for one of the best times of the
year, next year.

The ladies of FORR cheer on the guys (top) Who these
ladies were cheering for (middle) and who is this bald
man that keeps showing up in pictures (bottom).

home of the hottest bartenders
and the coldest beer
get your tail(gator) here
this is a great appetizer
tues 11 - 7 $1.75 longnecks
Happy hour 4 -7 mon - fri
appetizer specials 5 - 7 mon - fri
keno and lottery available
texas hold’em saturdays
at 12, 3 and 6 PM
karaoke fri and sat at 9 Pm

15

That Is a Tasty Burger*
by Jim Furey

Moonshine, I was amazed by the number of riders who
had traveled from near and far to sample this delicacy. I’ve
been told that riders from 22 states and Canada converged
on the Tuttles’ small store to eat one of the 712 burgers
consumed that day. Joy and I split Moonburger number
712 (yes, we arrived in time to get one after all). It was one
of the best burgers I have ever eaten. The food alone was
worth the trip, but to see the more than 300 bikes there was
especially cool.
The majority of the bikes were Hondas, and most of the
Hondas were the ST 1300 model, a very sharp bike that is
a leader in the Sport Touring class. Terry Hammond of
nearby Casey, Illinois, kept riders informed of this event
on his sport touring board. Harleys were the third most
represented models, but this day was about kindred spirits
enjoying the thrill of going somewhere on two wheels.

Have you ever had a Moonburger? I hadn’t, until recently.
I was sitting in a meeting not too long ago when this
gentleman, Jim Puckett, starts talking about going to
Moonshine, Illinois, for a Moonburger. Finding the town
name intriguing, I went to Mapquest to find out just where
the hell Moonshine was. It turns out that this thriving
metropolis, population 2 (Helen and Roy Tuttle, owners of
the local grocery store), is in eastern Illinois. I knew from
Jim Puckett that the Tuttles were hosting a biker day on
April 8, and the idea of having a Moonburger with hundreds
of other bikers began to swirl in my brain.
People kept talking about the upcoming event, and the
yearning for a burger from Moonshine continued to grow.
The fateful day arrived and found me with a problem—I
had overslept. Would I even arrive in time for a burger?
Joy and I decided to give it a try, and took off for Moonshine.
Unfortunately, I have a confession to make: we didn’t ride
there. Several reasons came into play, but the bottom line
is I kind of wussed out.
We headed down the road in the truck, and since time was
tight I considered the posted speed limits to be more like
guidelines than hard and fast limits. When we arrived in

The 235 riders who signed in at Terry’s had ridden a total
of 57,680 miles one way to experience the Moonburger.
(By the way, the 235 bikers was an almost tenfold increase
from the 26 who attended the year before.) After doing
some ciphering, you can see that the average rider traveled
491 miles round trip just to eat a burger. That is truly the
essence of being a biker: it isn’t about where you’re going,
it’s about the journey to get there. Some of the riders had
ridden more than 1000 miles one way for the burger from
Moonshine.
The event was a lot of fun, and I’m glad I made the trip.
This little store pretty much in the middle of nowhere has
been featured on the CBS Sunday Morning News, and the
Moonburger pretty much makes the trip to Moonshine
worth it any time. Just be sure you get there before closing
time at 1 PM. Lest you think that Moonshine is a one-horse
town, if you need to take care of some personal business,
Helen or Roy will direct you over to Sitty Hall so those
issues can be resolved. Thanks to Jim Puckett for letting
me know about this cool event. If you’d like to learn more,
Google Moonburger or Moonshine, Illinois, and all you
could ever want to know will be available to you.
*Yes, this magazine’s editor is a big Pulp Fiction fan.
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Counting Blessings on Tax Day
by Jim Furey
Bike blessings are becoming more popular among
the riding community with each passing year.
Several have already taken place this year in this
area, with more to come. The Litchfield, Illinois,
chapter of the Road Riders for Jesus held their
annual bike blessing on April 15 (a day less happily
known as Tax Day) at Niehaus Cycle Sales in
Litchfield. The blessing was very nice, and you
could tell that the group had done a lot of
preparation to make it so. This chapter of the Road
Riders for Jesus motorcycle club is very active,
and we try to get to their events whenever
possible.

Niehaus Cycle Sales is located right on old Route
66—the Mother Road—and the ride there is a
great way to see a little bit about what America
used to be like. This large dealership has a lot of
room to stage events like the bike blessing while
still embracing its historic address. More than 100
bikes were blessed on April 15—a more accurate
count is hard to come by since people were rolling

in and out all day long. In addition to providing a
site for the blessing to be held, the good folks at
the dealership also provided excellent food and
drink for all attendees at no charge. A lot of
different types of motorcycles were on display at
the blessing, including Hondas, Yamahas, HarleyDavidsons, and many others. But all their owners
had one thing in common: they wanted to feel a
little safer this year by having their bikes blessed.
The meeting times and contact information for the
Litchfield, Illinois, chapter of the Road Riders for
Jesus can be found on our clubs and organization
page. I invite you to check out this great group.
Christian bike clubs provide a great service to all
who ride as part of their ministry. I have seen them
on the way to Sturgis, helping other bikers. I’ve
also seen them at rallies throughout the country,
providing water and other drinks as well as
spiritual help to anyone who needs it. So, please
try attend their events whenever possible and help
them out as well. I’d like to thank Niehaus Cycle
Sales for allowing their dealership to be used as
the site for this event, as well as for the food and
beverage they provided. Niehaus Cycle Sales
supports the riding community in many ways, so
please support them.

Bike Night Every Wednesday

624 South Illinois Street
Belleville, Illinois
(618) 233 - 1724
Featuring Domestic Beer Buckets - $5.00
5 of the world’s best tacos - $4.00
Music And surprises
Meet your Friends here every Wednesday
Sponsored by American PerFormance MotorCycle CO
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Biker Get The Cheerleaders
by Jim Furey

millions, but are instead working on keeping their
dreams alive.
The Rage also has a lot of players with local ties,
among them is Freddy Layne. Freddy is the son of
Ida Rios one of the proprietors of Case’s Custom
Cycle in Pontoon Beach, IL. Freddy played college
football at Western Illinois University and started all
four years there before joining the Rage.

The River City Rage professional indoor football team
decided they wanted to do something a little different
with their cheerleaders’ entrance. They opted to have
them come in on motorcycles. Hmm well, there is
pretty much one name in St Louis that is synonymous
with motorcycles and that is Doc’s Harley Davidson.
The call went out and soon Bill Ballantine was
rounding up volunteers to bring in the Rage
cheerleaders. Boy, it must have been a difficult task
finding Kirkwood HOG members that would be willing
to have a cheerleader ride on the back of their scooter.
Bill was able to enlist 17 fellow riders and the main
body met at Doc’s while a few stragglers joined the
rest of the group at the Savvis Center. The lucky riders
were: Joe Yates, Don LaRue, Chuck Westover, Rich
Wichmann, Tony Pugliese, Pat Brannon, Larry
McDaniel, Greg Speas, Hermel Pearson, Bill Digman,
John Springmeyer, Gene Kuentzler, Bill Lester, Mike
Martin,Mark Fairley, and Jeff Pittenger.
They had a couple of extra bikes, so some spouses
got to ride in with their riders and one lucky individual
got to bring in the team mascot. The riders and the
cheerleaders all seemed to get a kick out of riding
around the Savvis Center field. After they circled the
field to the cheers of the crowd, the bikers formed a
gauntlet through which the Rage players passed as
they entered onto the field. When the player
introductions were done, the riders left the field and
most parked their bikes so they could come back in
to enjoy watching the game.
Indoor football is a fast-paced, high scoring game.
This makes for an enjoyable evening’s entertainment
at a very reasonable price, especially when compared
with the cost of football in the Dome. And one knows
that when watching these athletes play, it is truly for
the love of the game. These guys aren’t earning

It seemed all who were in attendance that night
enjoyed both the pre-game activities and the game
itself. The Rage won this night which is a pretty
commonplace occurrence for them. They are one of
the top teams in their league and will hopefully bring
a football championship to this city in the not too distant
future
If you haven’t checked out our local indoor football
team, I urge you to do so. I think you will be thoroughly
entertained because after all it is the Rage. There are
still a two home games remaining one is June 9th
and the other is June 23rd. Please come out and
support this team that supports the riding community.

board where you can post your ideas or questions.
The site also has a merchandise shop where you can
buy various items that I have found useful and fun
for women riders. If you would like a custom item
for yourself, let me know; if you send your design to
me, I may put the item up in the store.
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Scooterchick.net—An Online Home for Women Who
Ride
by Stacy
I grew up 90 minutes from Sturgis, South Dakota, so it’s
almost a given that I would be hooked on motorcycles. My
mother started taking me to the rally during the day when I
was 9 or 10 years old. It was love at first sight—love for
the deep rumbling Harleys. When I think back to those early
rallies, I can still feel the vibration in my chest.
Mom purchased a used dirt bike for me when I was in junior
high, and I rode that thing until there was no life left in it. I
was so short that I could barely touch the ground, and I laid
it down in the mud more than once. Still, I knew that when
I was an adult I would have to have a Harley of my own.
Fast forward to 2003, and I was nearing a debt-free state
and residing in Illinois. My boyfriend Matt knew that I
was dying for a bike, and he decided he might as well get
one too so we could ride together. I told him that he could
ride bitch with me, but he didn’t find that as funny as I did!
In October 2003, we took a rider’s safety course together;
I was occasionally overcome with the need for speed, but
we both passed the test. Matt decided to buy a Yamaha in
January 2004. The salesman tried to talk me out of my
Harley. How do you explain to someone that when it comes
to realizing your dreams, “close enough” doesn’t quite cut
it? I didn’t grow up dreaming of any old motorcycle: I grew
up dreaming of a Harley. In March 2004, I bought my 883C
Sportster. It was a surreal experience and really didn’t hit
home until I wrote the check for the down payment. I’m
vertically challenged at only 5 feet tall, so I immediately
made some modifications to the bike to help get my feet on
the ground; I switched to pull back bars, had a rear lowering
kit installed, and had the stock seat cut down and narrowed.
These modifications helped quite a bit.
Matt and I began riding around the neighborhood together,
practicing all the things we’d learned in class. In August
2004, we took a vacation back home to Wyoming and
attended the Sturgis rally as well. It was such a blast to
finally be there on my very own Harley. The rally has grown
to astronomical proportions in the years since I’ve been
gone. Matt and I had some fantastic rides around the Black
Hills. It was a whole new perspective to ride those roads
on two wheels.
The 2004 rally was the coldest in history. One night when
we were riding home in Spearfish Canyon, the air
temperature dipped to 29° F. Even though we were layered
up and wearing leathers, it was just too cold for me to ride
without a windshield, so we left the bikes at Rough Lock

Falls Lodge and called for a ride. Thank God it’s okay to
call Mom for a ride when you are over 30! We hope to
return to Sturgis again this August, and this time we’ll be
packing warmer clothes for sure!
One thing I noticed on the longer Sturgis rides was that,
because I am so short, my legs became very uncomfortable
on my forward controls. My solution was to find some stock
controls that fit my height better and have them switched
out and to have my front end lowered another inch or two.
This change has given me additional comfort on long rides,
plus more solid footing, and I recommend it for all smaller
readers.
Every time I get on my bike, I feel the thrill and excitement
of my first rally and a freedom that I just can’t explain to
others. Last summer, my boyfriend and I bought a house
together, and that cut into our riding time. Still, even with
all of the work that goes into a new house, we managed a
weekend trip out of town in early July 2005. Now that we
are settled into our new house, I’m looking forward to the
summer and to many road trips around the area. I’m also
hoping to learn about the mechanics and maintenance of
my bike so I can do my own upkeep. I know the basics
from an auto mechanics class I took in high school, so I’m
hoping it won’t be too much of a chore to learn.
As a female rider, I get some odd looks from time to time
and even the occasional snide comments about my daddy
buying me such a nice motorcycle. With that in mind, I
decided to provide a place where other female riders could
come together and not feel the need to explain that the only
thing daddy gave them was their eye color and crooked
smile. With the internet, I found that female bikers around
the world could form their own club and hang out, so I
have put together a website that I hope to build into an
online community for women riders. I envision it as a place
to meet riders in your area and to share ideas, stories, events,
and the unique experience of being a woman on two wheels.
I work nights, so I am not able to attend meetings and
gatherings during the week, but Matt and I try to attend
biking events on the weekends. If you have an upcoming
event to promote, I would be happy to put it on my site.
Women interested in the site can find me at
www.scooterchick.net. I accept articles or stories written
by other women, and there is a message board where you
can post your ideas or questions. The site also has a
merchandise shop where you can buy various items that I
have found useful and fun for women riders. If you would
like a custom item for yourself, let me know; if you send
your design to me, I may put the item up in the store.

The Biking Life thanks Stacy for her submission.

Falling Down
by Jim Waters
President, Good News Riders, St. Louis, Missouri
As we walk through life, sometimes we fall down. When
we were young, our moms or dads picked us up and put
us back on our feet. As we grew older, we became more
independent and fell harder, but mom wasn’t around as
much to pick us up.
When we first started riding on two wheels, we fell
down—usually leaving a lot of skinned arms and legs.
Hurt worst of all was our pride. Still, we kept getting
back on the bike, no matter how much we hurt. Through
persistence, we learned how to ride and every time we
get back on, we get a little better at riding. After 40 years
of riding, I still manage to drop the Harley—most of the
time in front of other people. I thank God the only thing
that’s gotten hurt is my pride.
Our everyday life is just the same. We make mistakes and
fail, and then have to get up and go on. If we’re lucky,
we have friends around to physically help us, but our
pride is still hurt. Have you ever fallen down and thought
no one cared or had the time to help you out? God loves
and cares what happens to all of us. In Isaiah 41:10, God
tells us, “He is with us…He will strengthen us and help
us…He will uphold us.”
If you are in a situation in your life where you can’t seem
to get back on your feet, ask God for help. He will guide
you and help you. During our bike blessings, we ask God
to watch over us and keep us safe as we ride, and to keep
our bikes mechanically sound. In the same way, we
should ask God daily to help us during failures and
mistakes. He will hold us up and help us keep our lives
on track, physically and mentally. Don’t be too proud to
ask for help: God is there when you need Him, with open
arms! There’s not a problem or situation in life too great
for God to handle.
If you don’t know how to talk to God or ask for His help,
ask any Christian biker at your next rally. You can call
me at (314) 434-2282 or e-mail me at
h2osjk@prodigy.net. If you’re from the Illinois area, the
Illinois State Coordinator is Don (Vicky) Brown, (217)
629-8938, vdBrown77@aol.com. Our Missouri CMA
website address is http://cmascr4.org/MO/
GOODNEWSRIDERS

Clubs and Organizations
.A.R.M (Association Of Recovering
Motorcyclists) Chapter 13 - Support and
brotherhood for bikers in recovery. Meeting
and event dates vary. For info contact GO at
618-521-5499 or Gofurfarm@peoplepc.com
A.B.A.T.E
Backroads Chapter - Meetings are held the
2nd Sunday of the month at 1:00 p.m. at Popa-Tops in Ellis Grove, IL. on Rt. 3 for more
information please email shev@egyptian.net
Freedom By Choice Chapter – Macon
County area our monthly chapter meetings are
held the 2nd Sunday of every month starting
at 1:00 p.m. at the DAV (unless otherwise
noted)
Great River Chapter – Meetings the second
Sunday of the month at 2:00 PM sites vary for
more info email greatriverabate@msn.com.
Missouri Chapter – Meetings are held the 3rd
Wednesday of the month at 7:00 PM at the
V.F.W. 10817 Midland, St. Louis, MO for more
info email webmaster@abateformissouri.com.
Peo-Taz Chapter – visit www.peo-taz.org for
more info
Piasa-Gateway Chapter - chapter meetings
are held the 2nd Saturday of every month
starting at 7:00 p.m. Our meetings are held at
the Edwardsville V.F.W. Post 1299 the V.F.W.
is located 7108 Marine Rd., Rte. 143 East,
Edwardsville, IL.
Prairieland Chapter - meetings are held the
3nd Sunday of every month starting at 1:00
p.m at the Prairieland ABATE Building located
at 1901 N. Railroad Av., Decatur, Illinois
St. Clair Co meetings are held on the 2nd
Thursday of each month - 7 p.m., at the
Fairview Hts. Elks Club, corner of Old Lincoln
Trail and Hwy. 161, Fairview Hts. IL.
American Legion Riders, Chapter Two Meeting: Fourth Wednesday, at 7:30pm, at
American Legion Post 162 For More Info Call:
Rich-314.832.2469
Association MC Jonesboro, AR visit
www.associationmc.com for info
Bikers Against Child Abuse: East Missouri
Chapter Meets on the third Sunday of every
month At the Knights of Columbus hall on
McMenamy road, off of HWY 70 and
MidRivers Mall Drive At 10:00 am, all bikers
and bikes are welcome Call toll free 877-7738790 or visit our website www.bacausa.com
Bootleggers MC - welcomes all brands of
bikes monthly meeting First Saturday of the
month Lon Bishop (Pup) Pres (618) 2516160. Please call this number for further
information.
Christian Motorcycle Assn: (CMA) 2nd
Thurs 7:30pm, Fire Mountain, 8925 Watson
Rd., Crestwood, MO. Call Jim at 314-4342282
Cosmic Riders Motorcycle Association - a
new chapter in Waterloo,Illinois. our Website

is www.cosmicriders.com or call Moondog
618-363-6614 email: moondog@htc.net
Cross Road Riders Meetings on the 2 nd
Sunday of every month at the Union, MO
public library, just off of Highway 50. Contact
Lonnie Stallmann at 636-583-4871,
llscmaer@hotmail.com or Phil Tolliver at 636239-4055 or ptolliver001@charter.net
Good News Riders 2nd Thurs 7:30 PM Ryan’s
8925 Watson Crestwood, MO. Call 636 296
3120 TTP://midwestrider.com/goodnews.jpg.
Servant Riders – meetings on the 3rd
Saturday of the month at 10:00 a.m. at
Treasures of the Kingdom Christian Bookstore,
525 Lincoln Hwy, Fairview Heights, Illinois.
All are welcome. For info contact Roger
Snyder
618-233-3443
or
e-mail
cmariders@charter.net.
Semo Son Riders - www.cmausa.org
Steelhorse Prophets – www.cmausa.org
Chouteau Island Partners (Off Road MC
Group) 1st Thursday of month HTTP://
w.icss.net/~squirts/island.htm Look for Tom
Downing through the web site.
Dream Weavers Motorcycle Club – meetings
1st Thursday of the month at the Woodriver
VFW at 7 PM visit geocities.com/
dreamweavers for more info.
Euro Motor Union of Greater St. Louis:
meetings are held at 7:30 pm 1st Tues Sports
Page Inn, Old Rte. 3 South of Dupo IL. (314)
994 1257
The Fat Boys ‘Ride with Pride - every Third
Sunday to ride. We meet from 11:00am 12:00pm, then roll at 12:12. Meeting spots
change each month, so check the website each
month. This is a Fat Boy only Ride, for info email Trick at www.thefatboys@charter.net
FOG MC – Freaking Old Guys Motorcycle
group must be 45+ to join all bikes are
welcome for info or to join email
budtrk@hotmail.com there will soon be a
website also fogmc.com.
Freedom of Road Riders:
Local 20 – meetings last Sunday of
the month 1 PM at Dexter, MO Eagles Hwy
25 North www.angelfire/mo2/road riders
Local 24 - Meetings 3rd Sun of the
month 6 PM at VFW Hall, 10817 Midland,
St. Louis, MO
Local 25 - meetings the 4th Thursday
7:00 PM at the American Legion Hall in “Old
Town St. Peters, MO” (636) 278-5910.
Local 28 - Meetings the 1st Fri of
the month, 7 pm at the Pulaski County Shrine
Club, Hwy 17 South, Buckhorn, MO. For info
email local28@earthlink.net or visit http://
home.earthlink.net/~local28/
Local 32 - Meetings first Sunday of
the month 1 pm, at LeeBo’s Roadhouse
Highway 84 East, Caruthersville, MO
Local 34 – meetings third Weds of
the month at Bullwinkle’s Pub Hwys T and
60 East Poplar Bluff, MO www.forr34.org

Local 35 – Meetings on the 3rd Sat
of the month at the American Legion Hall in
Artesian Park Clinton, MO at 5:00 PM
Local 38 - meetings the 1st Sunday
of the month 11:30 AM at TJ’S Bar & Grill
Hwys 61/67 & Z in Pevely, MO
(636) 464-2941.
Local 42 - meetings the last Weds
of the month 6:30 PM at Roadhouse 100, 2763
Hwy 100, Gray Summit, MO
636-629-1390.
Freedom Riders – welcomes all bikers and
bikes to come ride with them email to
Ride4JC1@aol.com for more info.
GATEWAY River Rats meets the Second
Saturday of the month at 11 AM at Good Times
Tavern, 200 N Main St, Dupo, IL; please check
the web site for details. –HYPERLINK “http:/
/groups.yahoo.com/group/gateway_river_rats/
”
—http://groups.yahoo.com/group/
gateway_river_rats/
Gateway X-treme Riders Assoc - STL MO
area including Metro East IL Club is primarily
for owners/riders of Honda VTX cruisers. All
bikes are welcome. Web site: http://
groups.yahoo.com/group/gatewayvtx
Gold
Wing
Road
Riders
Association GWRRA Have various meeting
locations in the Metro St. Louis Area. Check
out
the
one
nearest
you
at
www.stlouisgwrra.homestead.com
Honda Sport touring Assn. St Louis
regularly-scheduled ride is First Saturday,
which starts at the Eureka MO Quick Trip at 9
am (summer) or 10 am (winter). Visit http://
autos.groups.yahoo.com/group/MO-SILHSTA for info
Illinois Motorcyclists Rights Association - an
organization that concentrates on the street
riders’ rights Website is ilmotorcyclists.org
In Country Vets Motorcycle Club - members
are all Vietnam Veterans who served incountry. Must own motorcycle of at least
500cc., any typefor info visit www.icvmc.com,
or phone 618-910-3698
Knights Of The WORD MM – for more info
visit http://www.knightsoftheWORDmm.com
LOMA (Lake Ozark Motorcycle
Association) Events/Rides Hotline (573) 4807433
Marion Roadrunners Riders Group – an all
bike, rider group that gets together on Sundays
and rides, meetings are held on the 3rd Tuesday
of the month at 7pm at the Eagles Hall in
Marion, IL. The meetings are open to every
one. More info as well as events are available
on
their
web
site
www.marionroadrunners.com.
MidSouth Riders - Northwest Tennessee
www.midsouthriders.com
Midwest Trail Riders Assn. Email
mtra@ridemtra.com www.ridemtra.com Event
hotline (314) 314 434 5095
Midwest Cafe Racing Assn-Ride Line (314)
481 8078 Email Rideline@mcraracing.com

or www.mcraracing.com
Missouri Mules Motor Club Inc - Meets every Thursday at 7:00PM
at: Judy’s Fireside
2128 Woodson RD Overland Mo. 63114 314 429 0555
Missouri Road Dogs - Sikeston, MO, e-mail Moroaddog@aol.com
for more information
Norton Owners Club -Interested parties can contact me directly at
my address shurst01@mail.win.org or http://groups.yahoo.com/group/
gnoa
Outlanders – All motorcycles, family oriented org promoting fun
events without negative attitudes, drugs or alcohol. Meetings are the
last Sunday of the month at 1:00 PM at the New Horizons Park, 205 W.
McArthur, Cottage Hills, IL. http://www.outlandersweb.com
Patriots MC Paragould AR call Don (870) 240 – 3925.
Reelfoot
Lake
Night
Riders
Tipton,
TN
www.reelfootlakenightriders.com
River Road Riders, All Brand Motorcycle Club meetings are held the
2nd Weds of the month at the Alton Sports Tap 7:00 PM
Road Raptors Riding Club meets at Fairview Heights, IL VFW Hall
on Rte. 159 at 7:00 PM first Wednesday of the month all bike brands
welcome, for additional club information. http://www.r3c.org
Road Riders for Jesus Alton IL meets the 4th Thu each month 6:30pm
Golden Corral 2723 Corner Court Parkway Tom 314-922-5670
Road Riders for Jesus Belleville IL Meets the 2nd Mon each month
6:30pm Amarillo Tex’s 4240 W Main Glenn (Hogdaddy) 618-972-5875
Road Riders for Jesus Decatur IL Meets the 3rd Tue each month
6:30pm Round Table Restaurant 2959 N Oakland Dr Bob 217-6204196
Road Riders for Jesus Effingham IL meets the 3rd Mon each month
at 6:30 pm Ponderosa 131 N. Keller Drive Fred 217-342-6430
Road Riders for Jesus Joplin MO meets the 4th Sat each month 8am
Petro Truck Stop I-44 & Hwy 43 Ron 417-843-3965
Road Riders for Jesus Kingdom City MO meets the 1st Sat each
month 8am Petro Truck Stop 3304 Gold Ave Randy 573-564-6167
Road Riders for Jesus Lincoln IL meets the 3rd Fri. each month
6:30pm Wendy’s 2815 Woodlawn Rd Cleo 309-562-7370
Road Riders for Jesus Litchfield IL meets the 4th Sat each month at
11am Maverick 1403 Stamer Rd David 217-324-2467
Road Riders for Jesus Montgomery City MO meets the 3rd Sat each
month 5pm Maggie’s Truck Stop New Florence Jct Randy 573-5646167
Road Riders for Jesus Mount Vernon IL meets the 3rd mon each
month 6:30pm Ryan’s 4615 Broadway St. Ron 618-266-7129
Road Riders for Jesus North St Louis County MO meets the 2nd
Sat each month 9:30am Grace Church St Louis 2695 Creve Coeur Mill
Rd Maryland Hts Mike 636-940-9033
Road Riders for Jesus Peoria IL meets the 2nd Mon each month 6:30pm
Pizza Works 3221 N Prospect Peoria Heights, IL Terry 309-231-1670
Road Riders for Jesus Saint Charles MO meets the 3rd Sat each
month 8am Holiday Inn 4221 Veteran’s Memorial Parkway Jack 636447-8138
Road Riders for Jesus Saint Louis MO meets the 2nd Sat each month
3pm Ponderosa Delores Dr & Hwy 30 Fenton MO John 314-631-5690
Road Riders for Jesus Shelbyville IL meets the 2nd Mon each month
6:30pm Mcdonald’s 1012 W Main St Jerry 217-774-5405
Road Riders for Jesus Sullivan, IL meets the 1st Tue each month The
Spot Restaurant 10 E Harridon St.Pete 217-728-7566
Road Riders for Jesus Troy IL meets the 3rd Thu each month 6:30pm
at Burger King 700 Edwardsville Rd Mike 618-346-2462
Road Riders for Jesus Vandalia IL meets the 4th Mon each month
6:30pm Ponderosa 2727 Veterans Ave Darrell 618-283-4141
Road Riders for Jesus Wright City MO meets the 1st Sat each month
5pm Church of the Nazarene Hwy 70 exit 200 Rod 636-745-3901
Road Rebels Riding Club – An all brand riding club, for more info
about the club email President Rick”Grumpy”White

roadrebelgrump@yahoo.com or 618-972-4951
Shadow Riders of Greater St. Louis MO. WWW.Shadowridersstl.com meet on 4th Tues of month at Manchester Elks lodge at 7pm
(314) 477 9976 ext 772.
Southern Breed Kennett, MO Chapter – For info visit
www.southernbreed.com.
Southern Cruisers Chapter 47 – St Louis, MO E-Mail john.platten@swbell.net for more info.
Columbia, MO Chapter – visit the website
www.southerncruisers.net or email midlam69@aol.com
Southern Illinois Star Riders meet the first Sunday of each month in
Collinsville, IL. Contact wizardandangel@yahoo.com or visit
autos.groups.yahoo.com/group/southernillinoisstarriders/
Southwest Illinois Ronin Riding Club – meets the 1st Saturday of each
month at Noon at various area locations. Ride follows monthly
meeting. This is an all-brand riding club, call Bonedaddy @ 618-6967768 or Trainwreck @ 618-973-6405 for meeting location or more
information.
http://autos.groups.yahoo.com/group/
SW_Illinois_Ronin_RC/
St Louis Motorcycle Club meets the 2nd Thursday of the month at
Goff-Moll American Legion Hall, 2721 Collier, Brentwood, MO.
Meeting time is 7:30 PM and all are welcome call (314) 771-7100 or
visit www.yahoo.com/group/STLMC for more info
Star Touring and Riding Chapter 275- Meetings 1pm 1st Sunday of
month at Victory Lane Power Sports in Swansea. A family organization
of all bikes. Contact chapter president Jeff Smith,
cmsro1@sbcglobal.net , 618-977-2184, or visit www.star275.org
Tribe of Judah Motorcycle Ministry – St Louis Meets 3rd Saturday
at 7PM Jack Sims 636-398-8488 www.tribeofjudah.com
Vendetta’s M/C, Bootheel Chapter - P.O. Box 831,Doniphan, MO
63935 Kzkat1420@gmail.com
Veterans of Vietnam M/C-VoVMC Membership is open to all
Honorably Discharged Vietnam Era Veterans.
http://www.vovma.org/VOVMA.html
Vietnam Veterans M/C – for more information on this club email
them at vnvmcillusa@yahoo.com
Vietnam Vet’s M/C USA MO (314) 440-1033
Women On Wheels Heartland Chapter meetings are the 4th Weds of
the month at 7:00 at Color-Art Integrated Interiors, 1325 North Warson
Rd., St. Louis, MO visit www.heartlandwow.org. for info
Harley Owners Groups HOG
Alton, IL. HOG Chapter 4th Thurs of month 7:30 PM at Alton Sports
Tap Route 140 & Route 3 Alton, IL..... Ladies of Harley 4th Thurs also
at Alton Sports Tap, Banquet room.
Belleville, IL HOG Chapter 3rd Wed of month, 7:30 PM at the ELKS
club at corner of Route 161 and Lincoln Trail in Fairview Heights, IL.
Call dealership if you have questions (618) 277 8864.
WWW.Friezeharley-davidson.com.
Bourbeuse Valley HOG Chapter 2nd Sunday of the month, 10:30 AM
at Borbeuse Valley Harley-Davidson 1418 Hwy AT, Villa Ridge meets
inside the old store call (636) 451-0106 for more info or directions.

Decatur IL HOG Chapter meetings are held on the second
Tuesday of each month at 6:30pm in the dealership.
Festus Mo. HOG Chapter 1st Wed of month, 7:30 at Surdyke
Harley Davidson 2435 Highway 67, Festus, MO. Please call
the dealership for more info (636) 931 8700.
Gateway to the West HOG Chapter 3rd Weds of the month 8:00
PM at Gateway to the West Harley Davidson, 3600 Lemay Ferry
Rd., St. Louis, MO, LOH meets the 4th Tuesday of the month at
the Carusso’s in Oakville, MO. at 7:30 PM for more info go to
www.gatewayhog.org.

Kirkwood Mo. Chapter 2nd Tuesday of the month at GoffMoll American Legion Hall, 2721 Collier, Brentwood, MO. The
LOH meeting is held at Culpeppers, 312 S Kirkwood, Kirkwood,
MO on the first Thursday of month. Everyone is welcome.
Contact (314) 544 HAUG or www.Kirkwoodhog.com.
Ozark Mountain HOG of Lebanon, MO. meetings are held
the tird Sunday of each month @ 1 pm, at Ozark Harley-Davidson
, 2300 Evergreen Parkway,. During the months of May-Sep,
meeting are held @ 11 pm. For info contact www.ozarkharleydavidson.com or 417-532-2900
River Roads HOG Chapter 1st Wednesday of the month. 6pm
Social / 7pm Business Meetings alternate between TNT Action
Sports (Chapter Sponsor at 5101 Oak Street, Quincy) and TriState area establishments. For more info www.rrchog.com or
call 217.224.1004
Springfield IL HOG Chapter Meetings are held the second
Wednesday of each month @ 7:00 pm, at Breaktime
St Charles HOG Chapter: 3rd Tues of the month 7 pm at St.
Charles Moose Lodge 2705 Interstate 70 or visit
www.stcharleshog.com or email webmaster@stcharleshog.com .

If your club or organization would like to be listed here please
send an email to clubs@thebikinglife.com

Biker Friendly Establishments
Illinois
Alton/Grafton/Wood River
Cellar Room Tavern, 2704 E. Broadway, Alton (618) 4659874
Danny’s Lounge, 118 W. 4th St., Alton (618) 462-6787
Fast Eddie’s Bon-Air, 1530 E. 4th St., Alton (618) 462-5532
The Loading Dock, 400 Front St, Grafton (618) 786-3494
Porky’s, 1543 E Edwardsville Rd, Wood River (618) 2549380
Sandbar, 1856 E Broadway, (618) 465 - 2861
Woodstock Lounge, 638 Broadway, Alton
Wild Goose Saloon, 1505 W. Main St, Grafton (618) 7868888
Belleville
Crehan’s Irish Pub, 5500 North Belt West 618) 234-6500
Dutch Hollow Barn, 533 Dutch Hollow Rd. (618) 235-5868
Linda Lou’s 1310 Dutch Hollow Rd (formerly H’s Bar)
Mitch and Nancy’s League Lounge, 1501 W Main St (618)
277-3643
Robin’s Nest, 1614 Mascoutah Ave. (618) 2347432Sheridan’s Frozen Custard, 5326 N Illinois St
The Antique House, 3701 W. Main St. (618) 235-3434
TR’S Place 4901 Concordia Rd., (618) 277-7135
Cahokia/Dupo
Brandy Inn: 103 Water St. (618) 337-1101 Always Biker
Friendly
Chopper Chairs (618) 531 - 3222
Derby Al’s Diner: 2845 Camp Jackson Rd.
Carmi
Danny’s Pool Room: 119 E Main Street in Carmi (618) 3829987
Caseyville
Dog House Bar and Grill, 601 N Main St (618) 344 -9781
Caddyshack Saloon, 2865 N. 89th St, (618) 397-4704
Collinsville/Edwardsville
American Pride Collision 427 East Main St, C’Ville (618)
345-7872, We can fix your bike too.
Good Times, 834 S Morrison, C’Ville
Our Place, 704 Henry St, Edwardsville (6187) 655-1255
Jacksonville
Don’s Place, 207 W Morgan St, (217) 243-2112
Maryville/Glen Carbon
Judy Inn, 3730 S Hwy 157 (618) 288 - 9182
Sharky’s Sports Bar, 2537 Vandalia, (618) 344-0826
Granite City/Pontoon Beach
Diamond’s Bar and Billiards 4020 Pontoon Rd, Poktoon
Beach (618) 797-7110
Gabby’s Bar & Grill, 1800 State St. (618) 452-2009
Smokey Joe’s, 3998 Lake St, (618) 931-2279
The Village Inn, 4015 Pontoon Rd., Pontoon Beach (618)
931-4497
Mt. Vernon
The Crossing: 300 S 9th - 1 block off the square(rt.37&rt.15)
New Baden
Outside Inn, 423 W. Hanover (Hwy 161), (618) 588-4672

Old Shawneetown
Hogdaddys Saloon: Main St in Old Shawneetown (618)
922-1389
Quincy, IL/Hannibal, MO area
Booters 112 W Main St, Mt Sterling, IL (217) 773-2381
Hard Times II 305 S Ohio, Camp Point, IL (217) 593-7733
Kelly’s (A fun Place to Eat and Drink), 2902 Broadway (217)
222-5579
Long Branch Saloon, New Canton, IL (217) 426-2022
Sawyer’s Creek Riverview Cafe and Saloon 11011 Hwy
79 South Hannibal (573) 221 - 8221
Sparky’s, 221 N 5th St, (217) 224-7527
Sportsman’s Club 111 N Capitol Ave., Mt Sterling, IL
(217) 773-9096
The Other Place, 105 S Main St, Hannibal, MO (573) 2214114
The Back Porch, 715 Oak, Quincy, IL (217) 223-8800
Southwestern Illinois
Bobeck’s Sports Bar & Grill, 1324 Jamie Ln Waterloo,
IL (618) 939-8300 fax(618) 939-2901
Crawdaddy’s, 121 W Main St, Mt Olive, IL (217) 999-2090
Falling Springs Club, 2200 LePere Ln. Dupo, IL (618)
286-4440
Fountain Inn, 1912 Fountain Rd. Valmeyer, IL (618) 9352266
Freeda’s Bar, 2071 Main St Renault, IL.
Gallagher’s Get-A-Way, 102 S. Richland, Freeburg, IL
(618) 539-5208
Good Tymes Bar and Grill, 200 N. Main St. Dupo, IL (618)
286-9693
Jody’s, 1301 9th St, Highland, IL (618) 651 - 9301
Just Sue’s Tavern, Evansville, IL (618) 853-4425
Karban’s Knotty Pine, 4569 Buss Branch Rd., Waterloo, IL
(618) 473-9954
L & D Patio, Bar & Grill Hwy 3 McClure, IL 62957 618-6619106
Lisa’s Bar and Grill, Prairie DuRocher, IL (618) 284-3374
“Papa” Wheelie’s, Old Rte 50, Trenton, IL (618) “ A full
throttle sports bar”
Rick’s Corner, 201 S Union St Staunton (618) 635-3088
S & J Main Street, 608 N. Main St. Columbia, IL, (618)
281-9997
Smitty’s at the Marina, New Athens
Sporto’s Pub & Grill, 211 S. Main Street, Red Bud, IL (618)
282-7956
The Dawg Haus 102 S. Main St. New Douglas, IL 217456-7072
Sports Page Inn, 2635 Old State Rte 3, East Carondolet
(618) 286-5628
Thirsty’s, 415 Vine St, Eldred, IL
Willie’s Corner, 128 W. Market, Red Bud, Ill 62278
Springfield
Knuckleheads, 2000 Peoria Rd., 62702 (217) 789-1488
Pony Keg Leathers: 2026 S 11th St (217) 544-3774
The Cove 1616 N Dirksen Pkwy (217) 753-1760
Missouri
Arnold

21 Rock, #1 Meramec Heights (636) 282-7228 live music
every weekend
Barnhart
Your Payday Advance Co., 7125 Metropolitan Blvd, Ste 106
(636) 467-5447
Charlack
John & Judy’s Charlack Pub: 8334 Lackland Rd., Rock
Bands Fri and Sat Nights (314) 423-8119
Defiance
Terry and Kathy’s - Defiance, MO on Hwy. 94 about 9 miles
south of Hwy 40
Fenton
That One Place: 1005 Majestic Dr in Fenton, MO (636)
861-1902
Fredericktown
Little Joe’s Bar and Grill, 1317 Hwy OO (573) 783-5452
Gray Summit
Roadhouse 100, 2763 Highway 100 (636) 451-2007
Hazelwood
Jack’s Iron Horse Bar and Grill: 12950 St Charles Rock
Rd (314) 209-1280
Lake of the Ozarks Area
Backwater Jacks Lakeside Bar & Grill Lake Rd. to Beach
Dr (573) 348-6639
Cheeks Bar & Grill at the Square, Camdenton, MO (573)
346-5400
Filling Station Pub & Grill, Hwy 54 Osage Beach, MO (573)
348-4796
Gasoline Alley 324 W Main St, Warsaw, MO (660) 4384170
IM Tirebiters Bar & Grill, across from Shoney’s in Oage
Beach(573) 348-1177
Risky’s Sports Bar, Hwy 54 West of Square Camdenton,
Bike Night first Wed of month (573) 346-9740
Rock Island Line, “The Dam Bar” Bagnell Dam Strip Lake
Ozark (573) 365-8911
Salty Dog Lakeside Bar & Grill, Lake Rd 54-37 (Jeffries
Rd) (573) 348-9797
The Fish Tank on Hwy W
The Rail Sports Bar & Grill, Hwy 54 West of Osage
Beach (573) 348-1431
Town and Country Motel, 5451 Hwy 54, Osage Beach (800)
251 - 5677
Louisiana/Clarksville
Eagles Nest Bistro, Hwy 79 (573) 754-9888
Lighthouse Inn and Restaurant – just across the river
from Lousiana, MO (217) 437-2500
Steamboat Restaurant and Lounge on scenic Hwy 79
(573) 242 - 3225
Pevely
TJ’s Bar & Grill: HWY Z & 61-67, For Bike Show date
information call (636) 475-3648.
St Charles/St Peters/O’Fallon/Wentzville
Porky’s Restaurant and Bar, 1203 5th St, St Charles, (636)
940-0142
Crazy Horse Saloon, 405 Bus Hwy 61, Wentzville,
MO 636-327-9614
St. Louis

Double D’s Hangout, 9853 S. Broadway, 314-615-9100
Frank’s First Alarm 7800 Virginia (314) 638-9272
House of Rock, Ronnie’s Plaza featuring the best in live
music Thursday – Saturday.
Iron Horse Saloon, 7928 S. Broadway, Saint Louis, MO (314)
631-3141
Night Sky 13154 Tesson Ferry Rd.
Scott and Beverly’s Some Other Place Other Place 1500
Lemay Ferry Rd. (314)892-6969
Shady Jack’s Saloon and Deli, 1432 N Broadway (314) 241Hogg fax (314) 241-TITS
Southeast Missouri
BoonDock Bar & Grill,-22712 US Highway 61 Morley
(573)262-8899
Bootheel Saloon -Highway 142 Poplar Bluff
Branding Iron BBQ,763 Maple Valley Dr,
Farmington (573)756-1100
Branding Iron BBQ,1903 E Jackson Blvd, Jackson,
MO (573)243-0007
Bullwinkle’s Pub, Hwy T off Hwy 60 E Poplar Bluff (573)
778-9278
County Ice House,H Highway, Benton (573) 545-9988
Danny’s Place, 1102 Linn Street, Sikeston (573)-471-9984
Farmer’s Bar & Grill, Highway 62, Risco (573) 396-5572
Jim & Jerry’s Restaurant, Pub & Billiards 336 Vine St. Poplar
Bluff (573) 686-2006
LeeBo’s Road House & Bait Shop - Highway 84 East,
Caruthersville (573)359-4493
Marbles Restaurant and Sport Bar, Bus Hwy 60, Dexter (573)
624-8662
Mona’s Clymax II - 215 Ward Ave., Caruthersville (573)3333003
Pockets, 1444 Independence Cape Girardeau (573) 3352233
Scotty’s Sports Bar & Grill - 4802 West Village (PP Hwy.)
Poplar Bluff (573) 686-9300
Stevie P’s, 207 Second St. Qulin
Players, 632 Broadway, Cape Girardeau 63701 (573) 335-9915
Wheels Sports Bar & Grill, Highway 25 and Highway
62,Malden (573) 276-5512
Wild River Pub & Grill, 3765 Hwy W, Farmington
Cuba/Rolla
Joe and Linda’s Tater Patch, off I-44 Exit 186
(573) 368-3111

The First “100 Miles for Arthritis”
By John Skala
The weather on Mother’s Day weekend was unseasonably
cool. But that didn’t stop the many riders that turned out
on Saturday for the “Ferry to Ferry” ride. This was the
first in the annual “100 Miles for Arthritis” rides. It would
have been hard to miss the starting point on the Sara Lee
parking lot with the spacious Budweiser tent and the large
American flag flown by the Pattonville Fire Department.
Registration went very smoothly thanks to the Road Riders
for Jesus helping get everyone parked, registered and on
their way. The bikes on the ride showed a true cross-section
of St Louis motorcyclists. In addition to the Hondas,
Harleys, Kawasakis and BMWs, there was everything from
a custom chopper to an Ural and a scooter with sidecars.

their own course following the river on the Missouri side
keeping to lower speed roads. Judging from the comments
at the end of the ride everyone had a great time regardless
of which route they chose.

All three of these routes lead back to Sara Lee in Earth
City where everyone enjoyed the music provided by the
Expressions. The Expressions is made up of music loving
employees from Express Scripts who donate their time and
considerable talents to play for charity events. While
listening to the great rock tunes under the Budweiser tent,
everyone enjoyed a choice of food and beverages offered
by Malone’s along with some great wings by the Happy
Dogs Hot Sauce folks.

The ride poster girl Kate and her big sister Elizabeth
The route went up the Great River Road making five ferry
crossings on the Brussels, Golden Eagle, Winfield and
Grafton ferries. It took riders on some of the most scenic
roads between the two states. This year’s ride featured a
long route of 123 miles and a shorter route of 75 miles.
The riders seemed to split pretty evenly between the long
and short route making the average mile ridden close to the
nominal “100 Miles for Arthritis”. The scooter contingent
from
the
Extreme
Toy
Store,
plotted

Linda Sherwin, president of the Arthritis Foundation
Eastern Mo. Chapter, said it all when she said, “It was
awesome, a lot of fun, and the first of many successful
rides.” Be sure and look for another great route and a fun
time next spring.
If you missed the ride and would like to help the fundraising
efforts and the fight against arthritis you can still purchase
a T-shirt or ride pin from the St Louis office of the Arthritis
Foundation. Pins are $5 and T-shirts are $10 plus $1 to
help cover the mailing cost. For more information or to
place an order, call or e-mail Karen Denton at (314) 9919333 or kdenton@arthritis.org.

Upcoming Events
Memorial Day-Labor Day - Legacy Harley Davidson Tailgate Party join us every Friday for a tailgate party for an
evening of brats, burgers and bragging at Legacy Harley-Davidson. The Harley Barn at 1315 Althoff Avenue, Effingham,
IL.
1st - 4th - 3rd Annual gobble Holler 2006 in southeast Missouri three day rally featuring events, live music by Jackyl on
Saturday night and more visit www.gobbleholler.4t.com
3rd - 3rd PKD Benefit Ride &amp; Motorcycle Show Dale’s Harley-Davidson and King City HOG Chapter #1060
presents: Bike Show, D.J., Live Band, Trophies, 50/50, Raffles, Food, Classic Car Display, T-Shirts, Pins, Benefit Ride,
Downtown Location at Library Park. For info call 618-676-1523 www.kingcityhog.com
3rd - The Original Run What Ya Brung Spring Motorcycle Field MeetMcLouth County Fairgrounds, McLouth KS, field
events, music and more
3rd - POKER RUN HOSTED BY JR. TROJAN WRESTLING CLUB REGISTRATION IS 10AM to noon AMVETS
360 BROWN RD, ST. PETERS proceeds will benefit the American Cancer Society
4th - Kenny Hoffman Memorial Poker Run hosted by the Illinois Motorheads MC will start at Phyl’s Chet Roses in
Marine, IL
4th - Phil and Cindy’s 2nd Annual Bike Show at the Hooters by Westport, 11835 Lackland RD call (314) 427-8406 for
info
4th - State Park Run sign up at TJ’s Bar and Grill Hwys 61/67 and Z in Pevely, MO from 10 to 11 AM sponsored by Don’s
Speed Shop proceeds will got towards the 220th Welcome home party call (636) 475 3648 for info
8th - 11 th - Hogrock 10th AnniversaryCave in Rock, Illinois for more info call 1 866 hogrock or visit www.hogrock.com
9th - 11 th - Trike Riders International Trike-In in Hannibal, MO many activities are planned call Lois (847) 741 0424
for info
10th - Shrine BBQ and Bike Show in Paris, IL at the South side of the Courthouse, starts at 1:00 PM put on by Heritage
Trail A.B.A.T.E. bike show, 50/50, dj $20 entry fee for the show for omre info contact Lawrence Edwards (217) 4632148
10th - Chopper Contest SPONSORED BY SQUATTY’S SPEED SHOP $5 ENTRY, TROPHIES during ‘DESOTO
DAYS’ MAIN STREET DESOTO MO. FOR INFO CALL 636-586-5559
10th - Impact For Animals BBQ at Big Boyz Custom Cycles 544 Gravois Rd, Fenton, MO 11:00 to 3:00 PM call (636)
343 - 5300 for details
10th - Ursa Fire Department Poker Run sign in at Steve’s Bike Shop in Uptown Ursa from 11:00 to 1:00 for info call
(217) 964 – 2178
10th - Hellbound Summer Bash hosted by Illinois NOMADS at Blondie’s in Washington Park and Ride in custom
motorcycle show sign up at 3:00
10th-11th - International Horseradish Festival at Woodland Park, Collinsville IL Live bands both days all day, food,
contests including a Bloody Mary and recipe contest, crafts and more! Special motorcycle parking with security. Visit
our website for more info www.horseradishfestival.com
11th - Skyriders Poker Run sign up at the Cellar Room on Broadway on Alton, IL from noon to 2
11th - John Lepp Poker Run sign up at S and J Main Street in Columbia, IL from 10:30 to noon
11th - Bike and Badge Bike Show at South County Hooters on Lindbergh come show off your bike and meet the Hooter
Calendar Girls
11th - Mystery Points Ride rain date June 25th sponsored by Borbeuse Valley HOG sign up at Bourbesue Valley HD
from 10:30 to noon for info call 636 742-2708
11th - FORR 20th Annual Local 25 June Fun Run sing up at Kokomo’s 3925 Mid Rivers Mall Dr St Peters from 11 to
12:30 Bike Show after run at Kokomo’s Call (636) 397 4022 for info
11th - 16th Gypsy Tour sign up at Ted’s Mtorcycle World in Alton or Doc’s Harley Davidson in St Louis produced by
Alton Hog ends at Falling Springs
11th - Mid-Missouri Summer Super Swap Meet and Bike Show from 9 to 5 PM at the Midway Expo Center Columbia,
MO at exit 121 on I-70 call (573) 823-7702 for details
14th - River Road Riders Informational Open House at the Alton Sports Tap from 7 to 8 PM for info call (618) 372-3662

16th - St Clair ABATE Chapter Progressive Dinner Ride starts at KJ’s Bar on S Illinois in Belleville, IL come early for
drinks
17th - Hartbauer/McBride Bikers Helping Bikers Dance will be held at Top Shooters in Dupo, IL band will be Souled
Out watch for further details
17th - A.B.A.T.E. Poker Run sign up at Kopp’s Korner in Alton, IL from 5 to 6:30 PM
17th - 2nd Annual Widows Sons Poker Run Start: Evil Twin Cycles 740 North Belt Highway, Kickstands up at 3pm
Approximately 85 Mile Run NW Missouri and NE Kansas Prices: $10 for all day, $5 for band and party visit http://
www.widowssons.com/mo for info
17th - Legacy Harley Davidson Birthday Bash featuring HEAD EAST, BEYOND 10, and REBEL TRAIN, Harley stunts
will do two performances in the afternoon. Great BBQ provided by Jebz with a Hog Roast in the evening.. The Harley
Barn at 1315 Althoff Avenue, Effingham, IL
17th - Hazelwood Mo Baptist Annual Car/Bike Show 11 to 5 at 6161 Howdershell Rd Hazelwood
17th - 3rd Annual Testicle Festival on the street outSide the Sportsman’s Club in Mt Sterling, IL bike show and entertainment
proceeds go to a great cause call( 217) 773 9006 for info
18th - Bush Pilots Poker Run sign up at Ted’s Motorcycle World on Humbert in Alton, IL from 12 to 2
20th - Bike Night at Down on the Corner in Marcelline, IL call (217) 964 -2464 for info
22nd to 24th - Big River Rally at Rodeo Park, Fort Madison, IA, music, contests and rides for info call Dave (319) 372
5418
23rd-25th - ABATE of Illinois 20th Annual State Rendezvous at the Effingham County Fairgrounds Altamont, IL gates
open at noon on Fri all types of fun can be had here call (800) 87-ABATE for info
23rd-25th - Thunder valley Biker Rally Mt Sterling, IL sponsored by Great River ABATE call Ken (217) 773-3615 for
info
24th - Alton HOG Night Poker Run sign up at Ted’s Motorcycle World on Humbert in Alton, IL from 5 to 7 PM
24th - 6th Annual NACD Benefit Poker Run put on by FORR Local 19 sign up 10:30 to 12:30 at the Super 8 in Kirksville,
MO
24th - Inaugural “Freedom Ride” Poker Run sign up at Outside Inn 423 W Hanover, New Baden, IL from 10:30 to noon,
then live music with Area 51 at 4:00 PM call Daniel (618) 444-9323 for info
24th - Rocktown Riders Inaugural Summer Bash up at the Iberia Lion’s Club, Hwy 42 East, Iberia, MO gates open at
noon lots of activities call (573) 793-2905 for info
24th - Poker Run starts at Wentzville Progress Park, 968 Meyer Rd, Wentzville, MO from 9:00 AM to 11:00 call 314 3685619 for details
25th - Shriners/Motorheads Poker Run sign up at the Old Time Lounge in O’Fallon, IL from 11 to 1
25th - Bike Show at Custom City Cycle, 540 N Hwy 67, Florissant, MO call Pat or Steve at (314) 837 8940 for details
25th - TJ’s Bike Show at TJ’s Bar and Grill Hwys 61/67 and Z in Pevely, MO sponsored by Jireh Cycles call (636) 475
3648 for info

Joke of The Month
A biker was riding along a California beach when suddenly the sky clouded above his head and, in a
booming voice, the Lord said, “Because you have TRIED to be faithful to me in all ways, I will grant you
one wish.”
The biker pulled over and said, “Build a bridge to Hawaii so I can ride over anytime I want.”> The Lord
said, “Your request is materialistic. Think of the enormous challenges for that kind of undertaking. The
supports required to reach the bottom of the Pacific! The concrete and steel it would take! It will nearly
exhaust several natural resources. I can do it, but it is hard for me to justify your desire for worldly things.
Take a little more time and think of some thing that would honor and glorify me.”
The biker thought about it for a long time. Finally he said,”Lord, I wish that I could understand my wife. I
want to know how she feels inside, what she’s thinking when she gives me the silent treatment, why she
cries, what she means when she says nothing is wrong, and how I can make a woman truly happy.”
The Lord replied, “You want two lanes or four on that bridge?
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Gypsy Rendezvous Nationals
The big boys of the All Harley Drag Racing Association
came to town to compete in the Gypsy Rendezvous
Nationals. The racers started rolling into town on Thursday
with the bulk of them arriving in time for Friday’s Test and
Tune sessions. Walking around the pits on Friday, one saw
the teams working feverishly to ready these Harley powered
machines to make their best runs later on in the weekend.
There were several local riders on hand prepping their rides
to see how they stack up against the best drag racers in the
business. There were several circuit racers who had local
connections by the use of local talent in their pits, racers
like Mike Lozano and Doug Vancil. It is really a treat to be
able to see these guys run because they don’t go to a whole
lot of cities.
Saturday was the day when the racers would find out how
well they had set up their machines because this was when
the qualifying sessions took place. The competition was
fierce throughout the day and taxed the racers almost to
the limit, but as in nature the strongest survived to run
another day, Sunday when the eliminations began in earnest.
The weather this year was excellent. The drivers were
talking on Friday that there was going to be optimal
conditions to get the most out of these high-powered
machines. The good weather continued throughout the
weekend. Though for a while Sunday looked iffy but then
the gods of racing smiled down on his warriors and the
skies cleared.

After the hundreds of riders that had taken part in the Gypsy
Rendezvous came rolling in the top qualifiers from the
previous day were announced. There was another
announcement as well a special guest was attending the
drags that day. Also announced were Willie G and Nancy
Davidson to a wildly appreciative audience. The
introductions out of the way it was time to get down to the
business of finding out who today would be the top
eliminators.
All the classes were tightly contested with very little
separating the top qualifiers from those who qualified
slower but in the end quality always wins out. This years
winners in the classes were as follows: Barnet Nitro Harley
Outlaw – Tracy Kile, Syn3 ET – Bob Panell (the only local
winner on this day), Screamin’ Eagle Performance – Greg

Best, Performance Corner Super Eliminator – Dean
Druschel, S & S Super Sport – Mike Harrison, Rucker
Performance Super Gas Bob Drap, but Valerie Thompson
who won many fans with her local appearances was the
runner-up, Screamin’ Eagle V-Rod Destroyer – Erik Ryder,
Dragmaster Hot Street – Bruce Croneberger, S & S 124
Challenge – Michael Ray, Screamin’ Eagle V-Rod – Jamie
McNaughton, G Squared Street Pro – Andy Simon, Samson
Pro Modified – Shaun Reno, S & S Cycle Pro Gas – Mike
Lozano ( this was Mike’e second win here in a row and we
once again thank hin for taking the time to visit with us
and apologize for that typo in his name), Kresto Pro Drag
– Rick Moore, JIMS Pro Fuel – Jim Fagan, and the big
boys the Screamin’ Eagle Top Fuel class was won by Doug
Vancil.

The racing was awesome and Gateway International
Raceway with its picturesque view of the St Louis skyline
in the background is a fantastic venue to enjoy drag racing
like this at its best. Our thanks to the AHDRA and the
Surdyke family of dealerships for bringing championship
drag racing to our area. Hopefully the fantastic
entertainment provided by the AHDRA will return next
year, and if you missed it this year don’t cheat yourself
and miss it again.
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Killer’s Victory
by Killer Miller
Spring has come, and an old man’s mind turns to
the thought of buying a new bike. “What’s this?”
you ask, “Killer actually thinking new, not classic?”
Well, yes, and for many various reasons. Classics
have their place, and I’d love to own another one
to keep The Ghost company, but I have never
owned a new bike. It’s true—in my 30 years of
riding, most of my bikes have been of legal
drinking age. Now, this doesn’t make them bad—
in fact, quite the contrary—but I just wanted a new
one.
So, I went about the heart-versus-mind process
of buying a new bike. You know, the one where
the mind tells you about the size of the payment
and the heart says, “Gee, that one’s purty.” The
one where the little devil says, “Chopper,” and
the little saint says, “Dude, you need luggage
space if you ever plan on taking a trip, and you
know Joyce ain’t riding on a bare fender.” After
good and evil fought it out, the thought process
went into motion:
·

·
·
·
·
·

No orphan bikes or bikes that require months
of waiting for parts from far-away exotic lands
where they think of ways to mess up perfectly
good bikes so they will have “character”
Nothing over 10 grand (including my trade-in)
A big, simple, basic design that in itself is
classic
Luggage or the ability to mount it securely
Sized so that I can touch the ground
Room for Joyce

The candidates:
·
·
·

Harley-Davidson Heritage Softail or Road King
(Why? Gee whiz, if I have to explain...)
Triumph Bonneville (I’ve always liked
Bonnies—see past articles)
Victory TC92—Much like the Harley, but better
in many ways. It’s also made in the USA.

After much looking, test riding, taking Mrs. Killer
along for test sets, and such, I narrowed my choice

down to the Harley and the Victory. The Triumph
dealer worked his ass off to sell me a bike;
however, it would have taken too much to make it
tour ready and it may have still been too cramped.
However, he does win the “dealer most likely to
get someone’s business” award. The Harley
dealers for the most part were more than friendly,
and one (Frieze) had a great deal on a lowmileage yellow Softy. If it weren’t for the fact that
I have issues with Harley-Davidson at a corporate
level (not dealers, just Milwaukee), I would have
probably jumped on it.
That leaves us with the Victory, which is the one I
picked. It’s big, but not cumbersome—just imagine
a Softail with Road King bags and suspension
that works. The engine doesn’t need a big bore
kit or carbs or pipes to work. It’s red, not black. I
bought it from Widman’s, a dealer I had long
wanted to do business with. I mean, it’s a bike
shop, not a clothing store. They have coffee,
donuts, and soda, and you can ask the bosses
questions and might just get answers. The Victory
is made in the USA (at least 85% of it is by Polaris
in Minnesota), and, most importantly, it is what I
wanted to replace The Ghost with. So, if you see
a big red Victory with an air horn around, just ask
me what I think of it. I’ll be sure to tell you. You
know, I’ve got to keep it for 10 years or so, and I
am going to ride the p*ss out of it, so stay tuned
here for updates as Killer’s new girl gets used for
what it was meant to do. Killer…knees in the
breeze.

(Rear Riverfront Entrance Pictured Above)

On Scenic Hwy 79 in Historic Clarksville, MO
(573) 242 - 3225
Open 7 Days a Week at 11:00 AM
Best View on the River and the Coldest Beer Around
Full Menu Featuring Great Steaks, Homemade Pizza and a Full Bar Serving All Your Favorites

Mondays - Texas Hold’Em 7:00 to 10:00 PM
Tuesdays - Pool Tournament 7:00 to 10:00 PM
Wednesday - Open Jam Session Bring An Instrument Or Come Listen
Thursday - Dart Tournament 7:00 to 10:00 PM
Saturday - Prime Rib Night Then Stay For Entertainment In Our Lounge
Biker Owned and Operated.... We Welcome All Runs and Rides
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F.O.R.R.’s 20th Annual Blessing of the Bikes
by Killer Miller

As it has always been, the end of April or the beginning
of May sees me and many others head to what may be
our only church service of the year: the annual bike
blessing put on by Freedom of Road Riders of St.
Louis, Missouri. This year’s blessing, the 20th one put
on by the F.O.R.R., was held at the Club at Fallings
Springs in Dupo, Illinois, with help from many CMA
and Tribe of Judah members. First of all, let me say
“Shame on you” to those who didn’t attend because
they thought it might rain. Well boo-hoo, it didn’t, and
you missed a good time. This event was Kevin’s first
blessing, and I think that after he got over the nerves
of riding on the highway (which he did very well), he
enjoyed it.

Waters from the CMA was there. He personally
bestowed the blessing on my new Victory and on
Kevin’s Yamaha 650.
The Reading of the Names always chokes me up, and
the sermon was a good one. The speaker told us that
we are all here to try to do good work for the Lord. We
must remember that all good things flow down from
Him, and that we can’t or shouldn’t say, “Well, how
can God let these bad things happen?” In effect, it is
not God letting bad things happen, but the devil trying
to take over the only world he can. God gave mankind
free will, but we must use it wisely when making
choices in life and must always remember that there is
One who loves us no matter how we might feel about
ourselves or what or who we are as long as we let Him
into our hearts—God’s son, Jesus.

Sidecar, I’m sorry I didn’t get to visit with you longer,
like a good friend should (hope to see that FLH up
soon). I also apologize to Heather for not taking you
on your yearly ride. I’ll get to it eventually, but the
clouds that day looked ominous and Kevin needed to
get to work, so we had to boogie. Be that as it may, we
still had a great time: as good as the first one and all
the ones in between. I just wish someone had made up
T-shirts for the anniversary. In closing, I will just say,
“Be there next year.” Thanks to everyone who keeps
the annual F.O.R.R. Blessing of the Bikes going—it
wouldn’t be a riding season without it. Finally, thanks
once again to the Club at Falling Springs; to my wife
To me this is like a big family reunion. Not only was and son for making this a family outing; to Jim, Joy,
most of The Biking Life staff on hand, but it was good and Ron; and to Rev. Bud Ball (everyone will know
to see some riders that I may only see once or twice a why). Killer, out riding.
year: Doc and Scooter (of course); Adam, Dion, and
Sue; and Tim, Sarah, and their daughter Heather, who
brought her baby to celebrate its third birthday (tell
me this girl won’t wind up riding). Of course, Jim
.

Hotbike, Cool Party
By Joy Newberry
Hotbike in Quincy, IL, held their annual open house on
Saturday, May 6, 2006, and it was a super time. This was
the second open house I’ve attended there. As usual, they
went all out which I’m sure contributes to the success of
this yearly event.

I arrived fairly early, or at least I thought so, but plenty of
others were already there. As the day progressed, the crowd
just continued to grow. There was plenty of good food and
cold beer on site. The band was really good—Matt Allen
and Double Deuce—and kept the crowd entertained. In
between sets, there were door prizes given and I was lucky
enough to have one of the winning tickets!
If you enjoy looking at and comparing bikes, there was
plenty to see, both outside and in. It seemed practically
everyone who rides in Quincy and the surrounding areas
must have come out for the open house. Lots of lookers
and buyers checking over the goods on the showroom floor;
lots of checking out the other guy’s/gal’s bike going on
outside! Meanwhile, the service department was doing a
pure power shootout on a dyno machine, very cool.
For those of us who enjoy doing a bit of accessory/apparel
shopping, the specials at Hotbike could not be beaten and
the helpfulness of the staff makes shopping fun and easy. I
often frequent clearance aisles when I shop and compare
the good buys I get with my friends who also enjoy getting
bargains. The deal I got on a pair of leather pants at Hotbike
made me glad I had waited to buy them, and I’ll bet my
friends will have to search really hard to beat it!
As a special treat, Sidney Wilson (DJ StarScream ø), a
member of the band, Slipknot, signed autographs and posed
for pictures with fans. I must admit I did not know anything
about Slipknot before the interview, and although I have
read some articles that indicate that Sidney can be pretty

crazy, I was very impressed by Sidney’s attitude, especially
towards his fans. He had no pictures, posters, etc., that his
fans were required to buy in order for him to sign them. He
was very patient with all who asked for autographs, even
signing multiple items for fans, and slips of paper several
girls begged from people after they ran out of the usual
items. He signed them all without any hesitation. Watch
for our interview with him in an upcoming issue.
Late in the afternoon, I wandered upstairs where the tattoo
artist, Panama, was creating his special kind of art. I flipped
through the pages of his books because I’d been considering
getting a tattoo for almost a year. Based on the pricing I
heard Panama give another person for a tattoo, the cost
seemed very reasonable and I found just what I wanted if I
combined two different designs. Panama said he had no
problem with blending the two into one, so that meant I
had no reason not to get it done except for being a little
scared. I’d heard so many stories about how getting a tattoo
feels, and most of them did not make me want to get one!
But I figured I’ve given birth to three kids and two of them
were without any painkillers, so how much could a tattoo
hurt? I decided to do it! Sometimes I only felt the vibration
of the machinery and sometimes, it hurt enough to be fairly
uncomfortable. On the plus side, when it hurt it wasn’t for
long since it doesn’t take long to achieve the results required.
I’m glad I finally did it and I really like it. Thanks Panama!
By the time I got my tattoo done, things were winding down
at Hotbike and another open house was soon over. Based
on my two years of attendance at Hotbike’s open house, I
am betting that next year’s open house will be awesome as
well! In the meantime, if you’ve never been to the Quincy
area, it’s a great ride pretty much no matter which way you
go (if you have, maybe it’s time to go again), there are
plenty of good places to eat and drink that are biker-friendly
like Kelly’s and The Tower and a visit to Hotbike is the
perfect way round out your trip!

Don’t Miss Our Open House

the Last Weekend in June
Iron Hog has great financing
plans available regardless of
history. We also offer the
Midwest’s Best prices on ‘06
Harleys, there is a two year
warranty on all new cus-

toms and Harleys. We
have bikes available as
low as $2,000, EVOs,
Pans, Shovels & Ironhead
Iron Hog will always build your dream
bike but it but with our large selection
of customs and Harleys that may not
be needed. We are also now carrying
Vento Big Twins these machines start at
$3499, as shown below. and it comes
with a 1 year warranty

Free bike pickup and delivery, we will
get your bike bring it to the shop and
service it, detail it and drop it off for no
extra charge

Remember we are your Custom
Connection and Harley-Davidson
Hook-up
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Rat Pack Rides Again

played a role in that decision because by this time the
weather had turned a little soggy.
Undaunted though, the majority of these folks continued
on; heck they are bikers aren’t they? The route’s final stop
was in Waterloo, IL, at Bobeck’s. This is a great place;
there is plenty of room, great food and the staff is always
friendly. The owners of this establishment are riders too,
and they make it available for club meetings and anything
else they can to help the members of the riding community.
They also provided one hack of a good spread to all who
had ridden this day.

The time is the end of April and that could only mean one
thing. That’s right; it’s time for the Paderborn Rat Pack’s
Annual Poker Run. This is the first big poker run of the
year, at least on the east side of the river. The group
schedules their run in late April despite knowing that the
weather in this part of the country is questionable at this
time. The Rat Pack must be doing something right though
because the weather usually seems to cooperate. This year
was a little different, but still it was a great run.
The run always starts at the club’s home, Karban’s Knotty
Pine in Paderborn, IL. I have seen a few intrepid Missouri
riders, like Holly wood of the Kirkwood HOG Chapter
venture over here but the challenge has been laid down for
more of you Missouri riders to break out the atlas or
Mapquest and find out just where in the world Paderborn
is. At any rate, the group always picks different stops for
their run, which helps introduce the participants to new
places to ride to.
The weather did not cooperate fully this year so many of
the riders were directed to skip the first stop and head
directly to KJ’s Bar on Illinois Street in Belleville, IL.
Owners Bill and Debbie are riders and know how to treat
their biking patrons right. Improvements are being made
now to the bar to make it even better for us. The group
seemed to really enjoy themselves here. Leaving KJ’s, the
group made its way to Triple Lakes Lounge, this bar is out
in the country not far from the golf course of the same
name. It is a nice place that definitely wants to appeal to
bikers and this is readily apparent once you walk in.
From there, it was off to Fountain Inn just off the Bluff
Road. This is a staple on many east side runs and they
usually welcome the bikers with some of their renowned
ham and beans and this run was no different. The players
got their cards and tried to decide whether to try and make
it to the last stop. What kind of hand one had going probably

The winners were happy and many of the crowd stayed to
dance, party and talk about the day’s events. This ride is
always a big success and a good time. It is supported by
many of clubs, this year including the 100 MPH Club, the
Illinois Motorheads, the Hellinois Nomads, the Booze
Fighters along with others. Several of this publication’s
Waterloo friends also took part. It is always a pleasure to
see Washy, Sharon and Ken, Tim and many others we have
met from that area over the years. Don’t be left out next
year; mark your 2007 calendar for a big time the end of
April with the Paderborn Rat Pack.
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Run For Ricky
It is always a shame when tragedy strikes and particularly
when it hits close to home. That happened earlier this year
when The Biking Life magazine subscriber, Little Ricky
Dunevant, was involved in a car accident. Ricky was in the
hospital for a very long time, part of it spent in coma. There
were questions about whether or not he would survive. But
if Little Ricky is one thing, he is definitely a survivor.

Friends of Ricky’s decided to put together a benefit run to
help with his medical expenses. They made this happen
and April 30th, the run took place. The ride started at the
Brandy Inn in Cahokia, IL. Catfish and Arlene, the owners
of this fine establishment, are good people who participate
as much as they can when asked to help others. They also
serve up some of the best food in the area. I was originally
planning on going to the Bike Blessing at Bald Knob, but
after getting rained on once when I started there I decided
staying closer to home was a better idea.

It was late April so the ride wasn’t overly long. Leaving
Brandy Inn, we headed to Columbia to S & J Main Street,
this is another super bar and grill; owners Sis and her
husband Jerry are both dedicated riders. I think you’ll recall
that on the day last year when Bikers for Babies was
cancelled these two along with a hearty group of riders
still did their charity run.
The riders then proceeded to Crehan’s in Belleville before
heading to the final stop the Double Deuce in Cahokia.
Little Ricky was able to meet the bikers here. There were
also many auction items and 50/50 drawings going on
throughout the balance of the day. The Double Deuce, along
with the organizers of the event, put out one hell of a spread
of food too. Everything from barbecued pork steaks to
deviled eggs was available, and it was all excellent. A lot
was done to help Ricky this day but the need continues so
watch our calendar. If you see some other benefits coming
up please help however you can.

S & J Main Street Bar and Grill
603 N Main St, Columbia, IL 62236
(618) 281 - 8997
Bike Night on Wednesdays $1.25 Longnecks

Fri ALL U CAN EAT WALLEYE $7.95
Sis and Jerry - Owners
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Billy Fabricates a Back Bar

This month’s bike involved a brush with greatness. The
bike belongs to Joe Delozier who resides on the east side
I believe. This bike is very cool in and of itself but what
we are going to focus on is the story he sent in with the
pics. Joe’s story starts like this, on March 9th 2005, I was
in line to receive an autograph from Billy lane, at that
time he and I started to talk about his blood sweat and
gears tour. I asked how I could go about getting a
custom back bar made for my bike. He said if I could be
there on 12 mar 2005 at 12 noon he would bring my bike
on stage and build me the bar right there. The following
pictures show Billy, Keno and Dave working on the bike
and building the bar. It took them approximately 4 hours
to customize this bar and put it on my bike. They had to
solder and drill holes to make the bar fit on the bike.
As we can all see the bike turned out looking awesome
and Joe is one of the few locals riding around with a
custom made back bar fashioned by Billy Lane and
company. Joe has just told a portion of the story here so
next time you see him out, buy him a beer and ask him to
tell you more about the bike.
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Tattoo of the Month

This month’s tattoo belongs to Melaney from St
Charles, MO. She sent in her story and it went like
this.I want to thank you and The Biking Life for your
support of FORR Local 42 and Hartbauer McBride.
I’m active with both and believe they are outstanding
organizations. Also, thanks for taking the picture of
my tattoo. You asked if it has any special meaning. I
could say no, just that I love flowers, but that’s not
really all of it. When I’m feeling down or just need a
few minutes to unwind or reflect I go out in my garden.
The colors and textures brighten my spirit and remind
me there are new and better days ahead. My tattoo is
my very own colorful bouquet. It’s my
daily reminder Life is Great!
Trevor Collis at Iron Age in University City is the artist.
If you are looking for color and detail, he’s the best!!

The Biking Life Magazine is always
looking for customer service oriented
salespeople/contributors
Currently there are openings for:
Springfield/Branson MO area
Springfield/Decatur IL area
If you live here or elsewhere email us
jobs@thebiking life.com
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