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Letter From the Publisher
By Jim Furey
Finally June is here. This year’s spring hasn’t allowed
for much riding, and, if you are like us, you have been itching
to fit in some longer rides, without the threat of rain or severe
weather. With the turning of the calendar page, hopefully, some
extended better weather is in our future!
Some months this column is very easy to write and
others not so much. This is one of the latter months. Since it is
June, I could talk about my relationship with my father, but I did
that a year ago. I could also talk about Flag Day which occurs
this month, but I have talked enough about those types of things
for a while. I could talk about our upcoming events and we have
several, but there are fliers for them in the magazine so I will
save that for a while.
(Joy says: It is also a very popular month for weddings,
including our own some years ago. This year is one of those
milestone years, so HAPPY ANNIVERSARY, Jim!)
So then, what to write about. Well, there are several
charity rides this month starting with the Make A Wish Ride.
The festivities surrounding this take place the first weekend of
the month. Make A Wish is certainly a worthwhile charity.
Another worthwhile charity and one I fully support is
having their annual dance on June 18th at the Alton, IL, Moose
Lodge. It is the Hartbauer/McBride Annual Party/Dance. This
event is always a great time and the proceeds go to the Foundation
also commonly known as Bikers Helping Bikers. The members
of the foundation are all unpaid volunteers, unlike some of the

more well known charities. All the monies raised at their events
go to help bikers and their families who can demonstrate a real
need.
This means helping people through an emergency , not
just a situation where life may be a little difficult for a while.
Of course, not every request can be fulfilled. To determine
eligibility, the foundation has a board that considers whether the
request is to address a true need.
I reiterate the informal name of this charity, Bikers
Helping Bikers. Yes, we bikers helping each other; another
demonstration of the brotherhood of the wind. Many of you
come out and support their events and it is appreciated! However,
some of you do not, and I cannot figure out why given that this
is a way to help fellow bikers. I am sure if you asked around
you would find that someone you know has been helped by the
foundation. The foundation needs your support so visit their
website bikershelpingbikers.com or come out to their upcoming
event.
The foundation has also started a new way to aid bikers
and their families. They have started a scholarship program. The
program provides a scholarship to the children of motorcyclists.
So now, even if you do not already know someone who has been
helped, I feel confident in asserting that you know someone who
has children. Please come out and support this great organization
on June 18.
At any rate, I once again thank you for reading the
magazine and allowing us to be part of your biking life. Till
next month have fun, be safe and enjoy the road.

Apparel, Parts, Service
Full Time Mechanic on Duty
Hours: Mon - Fri 10:30 - 7:00
Saturday 10:30 - 3:00

4274 Hwy 162
Pontoon Beach, IL
(618) 797-5477
See us for all your
motorcycle needs
We Have SOA Gear
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Hard Tail Humor
AMAZING SIMPLE HOME REMEDIES
1. IF YOU'RE CHOKING ON AN ICE CUBE, SIMPLY
POUR A CUP OF BOILING WATER DOWN YOUR
THROAT. PRESTO! THE BLOCKAGE WILL INSTANTLY REMOVE ITSELF.
2. AVOID CUTTING YOURSELF WHEN SLICING VEGETABLES BY GETTING SOMEONE ELSE TO HOLD
THE VEGETABLES WHILE YOU CHOP.
3. AVOID ARGUMENTS WITH THE FEMALES ABOUT
LIFTING THE TOILET SEAT BY USING THE SINK.
4. FOR HIGH BLOOD PRESSURE SUFFERERS ~ SIMPLY CUT YOURSELF AND BLEED FOR A FEW MINUTES, THUS REDUCING THE PRESSURE ON YOUR
VEINS. REMEMBER TO USE A TIMER.
5. A MOUSE TRAP PLACED ON TOP OF YOUR ALARM
CLOCK WILL PREVENT YOU FROM ROLLING OVER
AND GOING BACK TO SLEEP AFTER YOU HIT THE
SNOOZE BUTTON.
6. IF YOU HAVE A BAD COUGH, TAKE A LARGE
DOSE OF LAXATIVES. THEN YOU'LL BE AFRAID TO
COUGH.
7. YOU ONLY NEED TWO TOOLS IN LIFE - WD-40 AND
DUCT TAPE. IF IT DOESN'T MOVE AND SHOULD, USE
THE WD-40. IF IT SHOULDN'T MOVE AND DOES, USE
THE DUCT TAPE.
8. REMEMBER - EVERYONE SEEMS NORMAL UNTIL
YOU GET TO KNOW THEM.
9. IF YOU CAN'T FIX IT WITH A HAMMER, YOU'VE
GOT AN ELECTRICAL PROBLEM.
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Me, all who are weary and burdened, and I will give
you rest.” Stop now and take inventory of what’s
happening in your life. What do you need to resolve?
All you have to do is talk to God like you’re talking
to your best friend. He really wants to be your best
Friend!
If you’re not sure how to pray or get back
on the right path, ask any Christian biker at your
next event, call me at 314-434-2282 or e-mail me at
h2osjk@att.net; or you can contact the Missouri State
Coordinator, Ray (Linda) Ward, wardscma@yahoo.
com, 636-274-0998 or the Illinois State Coordinator
Burdens
is Don (Vicky) Brown, 217-629-8938, vdBrown77@
Last month a friend sent me this e-mail; it is aol.com.
on stress, but it can apply to many areas in our lives.

Jim & Kathy Waters
“A young lady confidently walked around the Good News Riders
room while leading and explaining stress management Christian Motorcyclists Association
to an audience; with a raised glass of water, and
everyone knew she was going to ask the ultimate
question half empty or half full? …she fooled them
all…”How heavy is this glass of water?” she inquired
with a smile. Answers called out ranged from 8 oz.
to 20 oz. She replied,” The absolute weight doesn’t
matter. It depends on how long I hold it. If I hold it
for a minute, that’s not a problem. If I hold it for an
hour, I’ll have an ache in my right arm. If I hold it
for a day, you’ll have to call an ambulance. In each
case it’s the same weight, but the longer I hold it,
the heavier it becomes”. She continued, “and that’s
the way it is with stress. If we carry our burdens
all the time, sooner or later, as the burden becomes
increasingly heaving, we won’t be able to carry on.”
“As with the glass of water, you have to put it down
for a while and rest before holding it again. When
we’re refreshed, we can carry on with the burdenholding stress longer and better each time practiced.
So, as early in the evening as you can, put all your
burdens down. Don’t carry them through the evening
and into the night.”
Many problems in our lives can hurt us just
like stress: anger, addictions, disagreements, debt,
relationships, but most of all sin. We have to resolve
these issues before they hurt our health, our lives, and
our families. God is always there to help us through
the rough times. Matthew 11:28 tells us, “Comes to
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An afternoon in Columbia Missouri with
Arlen and Cory Ness
By Rich
Not to say that there aren’t some truly great
bike builders within a 75 mile radius of Columbia,
but it isn’t every day that acknowledged masters of
the bike building art visit Mid Missouri, so you can
be sure that The Biking Life was not going to miss the
chance to visit with Arlen and Cory Ness on April
30th at the FUEL IT Test Ride at Jones Powersports
in Columbia. Jones Powersports earned the visit from
the father and son team by being the top Victory
dealership in the district.
Arlen Ness and his son Cory were gracious
enough to chat about how they live their own Biking
Life, and you might be surprised to know that they have
some of the same issues everybody you know has when
it comes right down to it. It came out that they don’t
really get any more seat time than your average rider,
less than a lot of us, but then again they are running

an international
d e s i g n ,
manufacturing,
and
sales
corporation
which tends to
eat up a lot of
time. Aside from
organized rides,
which
they
enjoy and is part
of the business,
each confirmed
that their best
riding time is the
trip to Sturgis
and back every
year. That’s the
time they get
to be with their
friends and just
be themselves on
the road, the way
most of us really
want to be.
W h e n
asked about their
most memorable rides, Arlen says that he has ridden
Europe, staying in 5 Star Castles on the Edelweiss
Tours for about 5 years, and that “it was a really
nice experience” with great riding. Cory wasn’t to
be outdone though, recalling his own 2500 mile trip
across Australia, crossing the Outback with a group
of friends.
Maybe that’s why they don’t complain about
all the hard work and hours spent on the business;
their success allows them to live out what most of us
could only call a dream.
Like the rest of us they each have favorite
bikes, but with so many to choose from their decisions
are harder to make. As Arlen said, “Well you’ve got
favorites…. You’ve got favorites you wanna ride,
you’ve got favorites you wanna look at, you’ve got
favorite hot rods, you know what I mean.. so that’s
a hard question.” But when it came down to it Arlen
didn’t hesitate to state that his favorite riding bike is
the Victory Vision®, and his all-time favorite is the
bike known as SMOOTHNESS, a bike based on the
imagery of an old Bugatti. His choice is one that many
continued on page 12

A Social Network for Bikers and Businesses
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consider their own personal choice as a dream bike.
Cory was to the point, his favorite was the
Little Red Bike built for the S&S® 50th anniversary.
He pointed out that “.. it was really unique, kinda
going back to our roots, especially to my Dad’s roots,
to the old skinny tube frame stuff. It had some really
different, really cool wheels” He followed up noting
that”.. it wasn’t the most fun bike to ride, Ya know, but
it was just something that was just an authentic piece
of art, really cool…..” Arlen admiringly described
that bike as,”.. a piece of jewelry.”
Unlike most of us, when asked what bike they

wished they’d had, and never gotten, the pickings were
very slim. Arlen said that he had just about any bike
he’s ever wanted by now, but in the back of his mind
lurks a Jaguar powered bike similar to the Dodge®
Tomahawk® that he saw at the SEMA show. Cory on
the other hand pointed out that there are older bikes,
especially older European models that he might like
to have had, or maybe a Bimoto®. His perspective
of motorcycles as machines came out when he noted
that he is intrigued by the “really cool engineering
type stuff ya know” Later in the day I happened to
walk up on Cory deep in thought, concentrating on a
used Yamaha in the Jones Powersports showroom.
Cory noted that Ness parts are being designed and
produced for the metric lines, and it was obvious that
even this trip to meet the public was a chance for his
artist/analytical mind to design or improve another
Arlen Ness part that someone will want to use to
refine their own vision of a dream bike.
Granting that Victory makes a great bike,
and recognizing that not everyone can afford a new
one, Arlen and Cory each were quick to suggest that
someone who did not have the money for a new Ness
inspired Victory buy themselves a used Victory which
Arlen described as, “Bulletproof, even the old ones”
. Arlen was quick to point out that a person might be
able to build a Harley or other bike, but the only way
to get a Victory is to buy one because they do not
sell all the parts needed to build one on your own.
Cory was quick to point out that regardless of your
monetary situation, “..the main thing is just get on
two wheels and experience it, that’s the main thing.”
When asked about “Wannabe Bikers” Arlen
Ness’s response might surprise some of those who
were brought up on two wheels and believe that the
only true biker was born wrapped in leather. Arlen
volunteered that he did not get his first bike until he

continued on page 14
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was 22 or 23. As he sees it, “A guy that you know,
maybe got a leather jacket, and you know he’d like
to be a biker, that’s what you want to call a Wannabe
right? Maybe, almost eventually he’ll end up with
one, you know? If he wants to be hard enough.”
The interview was conducted right out
amongst the crowd, and much of that time was spent
waiting as Arlen and Cory interacted with the many
fans, devotees, and admirers who had their day made
by test riding a new Victory, and then meeting Cory
and Arlen Ness whose influence has made Victory
step out from everyone else in ergonomics and style.

signed, all with a smile and a genuine respect for the
person requesting the autograph. When the comment
was made about Arlen being equipped with a grey
metallic marker and ready to sign autographs on
virtually anything he lightheartedly noted that he was
ready because he was a, ‘Trained Professional’ when
it came to autographs.
When asked if there was one thing that they
could make happen in the motorcycling world, Arlen
immediately noted that he wanted to ,”GET RID OF
C.A.R.B., the California Air Research Board” (For
those of you who don’t know, C.A.R.B. is responsible
for all of the “California Emissions” regulations that
later become adopted across the country and is part
of the reason gas in St. Louis has to be specially
formulated, and as a result costs more than many
other places.)
Cory was a bit more esoteric in his answer,
what he wanted to make happen was, “.. Maybe get
everybody to.. ride a thousand miles to an event.. to
get out of their own backyard, and get out and travel
on a motorcycle.”
When given to chance to answer the unasked question,
Cory said that he’d not been asked what he likes
to do in his spare time, so the question was put to
him,” What do you like to do in your spare time?”
It was clear that these two men know that it To which he quickly and happily answered, “Ride
is the power of decision that provides them with their Motorcycles.” Arlen was quick to agree. It was pretty
daily bread, and that their customers deserve respect clear that even with all the money and equipment
for having decided to part with their hard earned cash at their disposal, that with all the events they get to
for an Arlen Ness accessory or for a Ness inspired attend, all the rallies, bike shows, and fundraisers that
they participate in their time is as short any anyone’s
Victory.
T h e r e and their idea of the Biking Life is to find a chance to
was
no just get out and ride.
phoniness
or
stuffiness in their
conversations
with their many
well-wishers,
and nary a cent
was demanded
in tribute for the
many autographs
applied to books,
pictures, shirts,
hats, bikes, just
about anything
that could be
signed
was
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Letter to the Publisher
Jim I have always enjoyed your magazine and
when I would see you at an event I made a
point of telling you so.
I have a problem with your article this
month. I agree with most of it but strongly
disagree with what you had to say about
buying cars. I do agree it’s to bad we can’t
buy a American car made in America with U
S labor and parts. If you look back to when we
were growing up you could. Back then when
cars were made here the workers made a good
salary with good benefits. The problem started
when people started buying foreign cars made
with labor that was making low wages and if
any, not good benefit’s. The U S manufacturers
were forced to move to other areas or go out
of business. I was at a trade show in St. Louis
and Carhartt jeans had a booth there. I was
talking to the person there and asked him if all
their clothes were made in the U S. I never will
forget this he lowered his head and said NO
that they had to have some made overseas in
order to compete. That’s sad. Anyway I hear
people say that you can get 100,000 miles on a
foreign car. Well my last car had over 150,000
miles and the one before had over 170,000.
I know people that drive American cars that
have over 200,000 miles on them. I wish I
knew the answer but I don’t but will continue
to support the only 2 US car manufactures we
have left Ford and G M C.
By the way I drive a car made in America and
made by a American owned company. I’m sure
parts came from other places but I feel most of
my money stayed here.
I also noticed you only mentioned cars.
This is a biker magazine. Why did you not
mention anything about foreign bikes? If

you truly believe what you printed about cars
and supporting this country I’m sure you will
print something about buying American bikes.
Remember the people that work there support
this country and you said. “I would much
rather buy a car with parts made wherever
and assembled in the United States allowing
the money to go into American workers hands
then into the local economy.”
I will be looking forward to next month’s
magazine to see what you have to say about
buying a American bike.
Another good article would be about how
Wal Mart was the front runner when it came
to buying product made in foreign country’s.
I’m sure you remember several years back
when all over the store they had signs MADE
IN AMERICA only to find out that the product
was made in third world countries with child
labor. How there is a law suit going on now
because on them not promoting women the
same as men. How employees were locked in
stores at night and when one person broke his
leg he had to wait over a hour for a manager
to get there to open the door so they could take
him to the hospital. Then there was the time
when American flags were not allowed to fly
over a Wal-Mart store. How they got in trouble
for letting illegal aliens work in their stores. I
could go on but I’m sure a good American as
you are know the rest. And like me would do
without rather than go to a store that started
buying from foreign country’s rather than
support America.
It’s still a good magazine but don’t tell just
part of a story.
Thanks Bill for taking the time to write me. I truly
appreciate that. You raise some valid points and I
agree with most of what you say. Heck I may even
take your suggestion about a possible topic. I look
forward to seeing you soon

The Biking Life Page 17

The Better Mouse Trap
By Jim Furey
What you may be asking yourself does a better mouse
trap have to do with anything motorcycle related?
Interesting question but when I was a young man, all
those years ago. There was a saying build a better
mousetrap and the world will beat a path to your
door.
The better mouse trap in this case is the Midwest
Motorcycle Swap Meet. We have now held several
from our first one at the Firemen’s Hall in Collinsville,
IL, a couple over at Cadillac Jack’s that featured free
admission, a couple of events in Hannibal, MO , one
in Springfield, IL and now two at The Loading Dock
in Grafton, IL. Each one has built on the success
of the others. There have been some that were very
adversely affected by weather. That doesn’t bother us
we understand that event promotion is kind of a crap
shoot you can plan all you want but in the end you are
at Mother Nature’s mercy.

Well we did not have to worry
about Mother Nature the first
Sunday in April when we had
our latest swap meet at The
Loading Dock. Well okay some
of the folks who rode up here on
this otherwise gorgeous day did
say it was a little windy but other
than that, it was a perfect day.
Although if you had old me the
day before that it was going to
be I would have had my doubts.
Joy and I were on our way to
Grafton to start getting set up.
We had just got on I-64 when
the motorhome started acting up
and then just died. So we called
Mindy my stepdaughter and Joy
got my truck which then lost a
wheel bearing. So then we got
another vehicle and finally made
it up there. It seemed like one of the worst days of my
life.
But finally I got there we got the building marked up
and then the vendors started setting up. We stayed in
the building till late that night renewing acquaintances
with our vendors. In fact many of these folks I no
longer think of as clients but instead they have become
good friends.

I had been anxiously watching the weather all week
long and was rewarded with continually improving
forecasts and quite remarkably they got it right this
day. Finally Sunday came and with it that final case of
jitters will we draw a crowd? Will the vendors have a
good day? Will everything run smoothly? The answer
was yes to all the questions. You came and you came
in huge numbers.
The Loading Dock is a perfect place for something
Continued on page 20
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If so your next opportunity will
be July 30 and 31 yes we are
going to try our first ever two
day swap meet. The fact that
it is right before Sturgis is no
accident we wanted to give you
an opportunity to get really great
deals in you own back yard
before heading to South Dakota
and paying a premium.

like this for several reasons. We had some calls about
the water level there. Let me tell you now it takes
quite a bit to affect The Loading Dock and in fact the
Illinois side of the river until you get just past The
Loading Dock. The reason is that sides sets quite a bit
higher than the Missouri side.
The vendors have come out n huge numbers to support
us. The word has gotten out about the quality of show
we put on. In fact the reputation we have garnered has
gotten some vendors that would not come to this area
any more to return and we all benefit from that. We
have limited leather vendors at our vents and we keep
adding more items to appeal to the ladies especially
jewelry vendors. We also keep adding more and
more parts vendors which is the foundation of any
swap meet. Thislast time we had Street Bikes Plus
represented or those of you who prefer metric. We
are continually looking for more parts vendors and
vendors of all types. Our friends from Chariots of
Fire also came out and it was good to see them.

In fact we are also going to
have some other things going
on making this a weekend long
party in Grafton. The party kicks
off Friday night with music
from 7 to 10 PM from Stan
Denton and Floodline. Stan is a
well recognized recording artist
and Floodline has played at our
anniversary party, they really rock
and together they go to a whole new level. Saturday
after the swap meet, there is going to be a fun run
which will leave The Loading Dock about 6:00 PM.
Take the ferry and make a nice little loop with a stop
in Hardin before an evening of fun at some of the
fine establishments in Grafton like the Hawg Pit, the
Big Kahuna, of course The Loading Dock and several
other of the fine establishments in Grafton.

Would you like to experience a better mouse trap?
Sunday the swap meet will once again be going on
at The Loading Dock. Additionally there will be a
bike show at the Big Kahuna, This is an awesome
place and this show is going to feature some of the
best bikes in the area and some truly unique trophies.
Contact us to pre-register your ride, this is one show
you are not going to want to miss.
So mark your calendars this is one party you are not
going to want to miss. The Great Rivers Rally will
take place from Friday July 29 to Sunday July 31 we
will see you there.
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Jesus Died for Bikers Too
written by your friend, Kathy Medlin on
4/23/2011
at midnight while praying for you.
For my friend, Dodgie Webb
God Bless You

Valentine’s Special 10%

Jesus died for bikers too, just the same as he did for me
and you.
I think of bikers as being wild and free,
But Jesus says to be truly free, you must give your heart
to me.
With bugs in his teeth and the wind in his hair,
A biker seems to go down life’s roads without even a
care.
Oh, there will come a reckoning day,
When he reaches the crossroads, he has to choose only
one way.
One road leads to a dreadful end,
The other road leads you to Jesus, your dearest friend.
I know a biker who chose the right road,
the road where his spirit will soar sky-high!
On a spiritual bike that will carry him up to Heaven
in the sweet bye-and bye.
He’s not really in a hurry,
He’s just going fast because he is riding a Harley.
One day the time will come,
For him to ride on toward the Son.
He will roar into that City through the gates of pearl,
He’ll see sights there that are out of this world.
Racing on down the streets of pure gold,
Up to a throne that is whiter than snow.
The Lord will wipe away each tear from his eye,
he’s in paradise now, there is no need to cry.
He will gaze at all the splendor and wonder there,
his spirit is free, he doesn’t have a care.
Then he will ride out through the Eastern Gate,
He just can’t believe his wonderful fate.
Touring the new earth beneath a new sky,
Yes, this is Heaven, an eternal high.
He sees rubies, silver, and gold,
Beautiful flowers, there is so much to behold.
Now if you listen close you will hear this biker sigh,
As he says, “Thank you, God,
this spiritual Harley can really fly.”
It’s not hard to believe this story
because a spiritual bike will run on air.
In heaven, you are given the desires of your heart,
So a biker having a spirit Harley is only fair.
Some folks say they will sail away on an old Gospel ship,
or a glory bound train.
That’s not the way out of this world for a biker,
that’s just too tame.
When it comes time for him to tell us all goodbye,
He will leave on a Harley, one that can really fly.
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me spending that kind of money for a bike
knowing the kids needed things, They are that
kind of important to me. The boys are grown
and out of the house in the Navy now...
I guess that’s why I jumped on this ragged ass
Yamaha. Right off I named her “Bits”. Cause
I knew it was gonna be a little bit at a time that
I could make her pretty again. She needed her
seat re-done and new pipes. Her side covers
were in sad shape and one was always falling
off. But she was mine... At this time in my
life I was really struggling. Money was tight
and it seemed I owed everyone. The place I
worked at before had closed in 2003 and I
went to school for 2 years.. That’s when I fell
June?
behind so far... I was really on the verge of a nervous
By Rocker
breakdown and this one simple joy in life was what
was keeping me together.. Anyway … I rode her all
Well this last little while sure has been busy.. So sit
the time to and from work and even after work for
down and let me catch you up... Ya might wanna go
a late night ride. I worked seconds then.. I was on
get your cold drink or coffee and a snack or your
the verge of finding out the cold I just couldn’t shake
smokes cause this is gonna take a bit...
was much more than a cold. That my lungs were
screwed...
Now where did I put that damn time machine...
Its now June 28th 2007
I just purchased a 1987 700cc Yamaha Virago. Man
she is pretty but she also needs quite a bit of work. I
put her in the shop and get the stator repaired .. I get
her back by the 1st of July. Man she runs good. I put
my small saddle bags on her and ride her to work a
couple of nights. I am a bit cramped on her, but she
flies and I am checking into highway bard so I can
stretch out a little more..
.
Its been 16 years since I owned my own bike. I sold
the last one to finance a divorce in 91 which I took
full custody of Rabbit and Muskrat. I couldn’t get
Squirrel at that time but I managed to get unrestricted
visitation. I would have to settle for this.
My brother Dave and his wife, Vicky, would come
up from Tennessee periodically and let me take one
of their bikes for a spin. I will never ever forget
that kind of Brotherly love. You two are simply the
greatest. They did this to keep the dream alive that
one day I would own a motorcycle of my own and I
had the “Gotta have one’s bad...” I just couldn’t see

Its the 4th of July 2007.. I rode Bit’s that morning and
had made plans to meet friends on the river front to
watch the fire works from St. Louis. I came home
cause it started to rain huge drops its 12:30 in the
afternoon. I had stopped to get a cardboard pizza
and then rode home parking her right where I always
parked her. I went upstairs into my apartment turned
on the stove threw the pizza in and called my brother.
The timer went off 12 minutes and I heard a huge clap
of thunder. I was on the phone with Dave and told

continued on page 26
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him I was going to go cover Bits. I pull out the
pizza and open the door......
Have you ever had anything stolen? How many
of you has ever had a motorcycle stolen? The
disbelief, then shock, then instant rage... I am
not a violent person but at this moment in my
life there was nothing too horrible to do to the
person who stole my POS Yamaha... I called
the Cops and they did take a report but even my
buddy told me “Its gone...forget about her....”
No insurance.. I still owe a loan and this bike
is gone...
Fast forward...
April 14th 2011, I am sitting at home watching
TV with Lady Bellz and the Phone rings. Its my
God Daughter. She tells me the New Athens Police
department wants to talk to me about something
important.. I wonder what the hell since I have not
been to New Athens in over a year so.. I call and talk to
the officer. He says “We found your motorcycle. And
it’s still in one piece and running” I was astonished
to say the least. Further conversations told me the
now recovered motorcycle was in St. Ann... So how
about that after 4 years I get Bits back... Oh she is a
little worse for ware but I can fix whats wrong and
she will be as good as new in no time... Thank you
St. Ann police and the fellow who turned it in.. I still
want to know who stole it so any information can be
sent to me atrocker571@hotmail.com I will keep it
confidential...

where combat wounded soldiers can go to relax hunt,
fish, shoot on a target range or walk the many gravel
covered trails and commune with nature. With cool
streams ,winding creeks, granite boulders,gravel
paths, tall trees and abundance of wildlife, there is
plenty of open space for the soldiers to enjoy with all
expenses paid including travel... Camp hope is about
70 miles South East of St. Louis, Mo. Its a true retreat
where technology is left at the gate allowing Mother
Nature in. You can contact William “Mike” White
@ 910.599.0640 or info@camphopeusa.orgor mail
your tax-deductible donation to:
Camp Hope
Po Box 52
Farmington,Mo
63640

April 16th 2011

Can you believe all the damn rain and all the severe
weather? And then there were some tornadoes too??
Members of the “Lead-Belt” PGR, AMVETS, I mean I have only been around for {mumbles
VFW,American Legion, DAV,and Veterans Airlift incoherently} years but for as far back as I can
Command visited Camp Hope in Rural Farmington remember there never has been a spring like this
Missouri along with Major General Kevin Leonard, one.. Best wishes, condolences and prayers to those
Command Sargent Major James Riddick and their who lost family, friends, neighbors and property
support staff on its 4thannul open house. For those from the twisters that tore up Alabama and the rest
of you who don’t know what Camp Hope is I will of the south... And that’s just the tip of it here in the
give you the short story and the website to look it states... Whats your thoughts on the earth quake and
up..the website is www.camphopeusa.org It was resulting tsunami that did a number on Japan. I mean
founded by William “Mike” White in memory of that’s some wicked shit there. And then that power
his son Christopher. Christopher who was a Marine plant leaking radiation and all of a sudden we don’t
who was killed in action. He also was a love of hear much news wise anymore. So did they fix that
hunting,fishing and just plain enjoying the great shit? With all the natural disasters that have happened
outdoors. So in his honor Camp Hope is a retreat
continued on page 28
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Farmington were 13 bikes, 1 trike and two escort
vehicles from the counties of Iron and St Francois.
Joining them at the I-55 junction were more bikes
from St. Genevieve and Perry Counties. A one way
trip from Farmington is close to 120 miles.
May 1st

recently it kind of makes one wonder who the hell is
in control of the weather making buttons.
April 23rd
The gathering of Missouri Patriot Guard SRC’s, RC’s
and ARC’s. This was in preparation of the Gathering
of the Guard happening September 15th to the 18th in
Steelville Missouri at Bass River Resort. And the
Lead-Belt PGR received an award from KFMO/B104.
It’s the “Super Service award for the citizens of
South East Missouri’s Lead Belt...” A very nice
award and a great honor for all involved. Once
again and by now I know your tired of hearing it
but Joining the Patriot Guard and being as active
as I can with that organization is one of the most
humbling honorable things I have ever done. You
can too at http://www.patriotguard.org

This morning when I woke the sun was shining
and it was the makings of a beautiful day. I took a
shower and got dressed then went out and got Baby
ready to go to the 18th annual Park Hills Blessing of
the bikes. Camera packed and leather on I noticed it
was beginning to cloud over.. My hopes were that I
would not have to try out the new rain-suit. The ride
into Parkhills was uneventful the cool air was sort
of exhilarating. Once into Parkhills I made my way
to Columbia Park and met up with the couple dozen
other early risers...
All total there were a couple hundred bikes. The CMA
had a booth along with a Tee-shirt vender, The Patriot
Guard had an informational booth and there was a
hot dog vender promising hotdogs made at least 9
different ways along with other assorted goodies. The
music was loud but the conversations were nice. They
held Motorcycle blessings at 11: and 2 o’clock. At
the Two o’clock blessing several of the Patriot Guard
support vehicles were also blessed.
At about that same time the sky turned black and
Nomad and I decided it was time to roll out. But
as it turned out we didn’t make it very far when the
automatic sprinklers in the sky came on. Baby nor
I needed a bath but we got one. If I had been riding

April 16th
Staff SGT. Cynthia R Taylor, a true American
hero, was killed in action while serving with the
101 Airborne in Afghanistan. Services were held
in Charleston, Missouri on April 30th. Leaving
continued on page 30
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alone I would of stopped to put on the rain-suit but
Nomad was leading and we didnt stop... My leathers
kept most of the wet off me but well you know how
it is..
On a different note our boys in uniform took out the
No.1 terrorist in the world Osama bin Laden which
has given the families of the 911 attacks a little justice
and a tiny bit of payback. I fear what will happen next
as the minions of this most dastardly man race to
become the next No.1 most wanted... But, BRAVO
And WHORAH to Seal team 6 OUT STANDING
JOB!!!
Happy notes..
Last but certainly not least … May 6th I had the pleasure
to ride along with about 9 bikes and one support
vehicle to St.Louis Airport. We left Farmington
Missouri about 9am.. Where along the way we met
up with some where near 35 more bikes and 3 more
support vehicles. We welcomed home Marine L.Cpl.
Zachary James Of Freeburg Illinois. As we crossed
over to the Illinois side there was a another contingent
of motorcycles which brought out totals up near the
80 mark. This is the kind of missions we like to do.
Spirits were high for this Marine and his family as we
escorted him as only the Patriot Guard can. Once to
Freeburg we stopped at the High school and surprised
his younger brother who had no idea he was coming
home. The moment still brought tears to our eyes but
this time they were tears of joy.. Total mileage for this
trip was close to 240 miles for me.. Yes I am tired..
Then today a parade in Leadwood Missouri.

Kountry Korners
5866 Floraville Rd.
Milstadt, IL 62260
(618) 476-1346
Biker Owned and Operated
A Great Place to Hang Out
Cold Beer and a Hot Staff
Make Us A Stop On Your Next Run

Yes I am tired and yes this area PGR is VERY busy
for us being so far south in the state... But I would not
of missed any of this!!!

Ride Safe
Rocker
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The Biking Life in Pictures

Bike and car painting
Automotive repairs
832 Bond ave
collinsville, il
(618) 223 - 1347
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An Interview with Nate Henke
Sheri Wellen
One of his earliest memories is riding on the tank of his
dad’s motorcycle at the age of five. His dad and uncle rode
together through their youth and now Nate travels with
them on his own bike.
Henke 36, is the Operations Manager for Best Buy in
Edwardsville. Before that he was installing stereos and
managing Communication Concepts in Glen Carbon. In
2000 he took the basic rider course at SIU-E and has ridden
his motorcycle with his dad and uncle on some unique
adventures. One is “Tail of the Dragon” an 11 mile ride
with 318 turns on US 129 through Tennessee and North
Carolina.
On May 5, 2010 he was on his way to meet friends at
Zapata’s in Collinsville for Cinco de Mayo when his life
was put into a tailspin. He was on 157 in Edwardsville
approaching Shenanigan’s and saw a PT Cruiser about to
pull out in front of him. He gently braked and the driver
stopped but then suddenly accelerated. He describes
what he remembers as if it happened in slow motion. He
remembers hearing the squall of tires and the impact. His
bike rolled around the front of her car and it slid into the

ditch. Henke remembered from his training to tuck and
roll. He also remembers seeing “asphalt, sky, asphalt, sky,
asphalt, sky.” Stunned at first he wasn’t able to comprehend
the extent of his injuries. A good Samaritan pointed out
that he should get his foot looked at and after looking for
himself sat down.
He was taken to Anderson Hospital in Maryville and he
would need surgery to repair his leg. His fibula was fractured
one inch above the ankle with a severe dislocation. Surgery
would have to wait nearly a week until the swelling went
down. His other injuries were the standard variety package
of road rash on his hips, shoulders, back and knuckles.
His shirt had remained unscathed and showed no signs of
damage
.
Within two weeks he had purchased another bike. Midwest
Motorsports had located a 2008 Suzuki M 109 LE still in
the crate in Paris, Tennessee. Same bike, year and color of
his totaled bike
Because of the crash he is now more focused and aware
of what lies ahead. After his healing process and recovery
he got back on his bike. He now owns two bikes and is
planning an 1800 mile trip the first week in August.
Hopefully this Cinco de Mayo isn’t as memorable as last
years festivities.
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We Provide:
● The Bike To Learn On
● A Helmet (If You Need One)
● Training Materials
● Great Instructors
● A Safe Fun Learning Environment
We will help you get a license endorsement
when you graduate.

WHAT ARE YOU WAITING FOR?
Classes Are Available All Across The State.
Learn More About Missouri Motorcycle Safety
Programs And Find A Course Near You At:

WWW.MMSP.ORG
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gate dropped. Hart Hunnington rider
Ivan Tedsco got a great holeshot and
lead everyone through the whoops.
This was one of the better races
of the night as all the top riders
battled for ten laps neither Stewart,
Windham, Villopato or Reed were
going to give in , Finally eight laps
in Stewart eerged as the front runner
to win going away and gave notice
the Trey Canard wasn’t the only fast
rider here tonight. The second heat
saw Ryan Dungey’s Suzuki win
handily over Canard’s Honda.

Super Cross
The indoor version Motocross(MX) raced in the bigger
ballparks and football fields across this fine nation and
Canada is an American invention. Over the years the sport
has had many champions and great seasons but none I feel
has been as great as this one.
The moving opening ceremonies commenced with a great
version of the National Anhem and Jim Edmonds giving
the start engine battle cry that brought the lites class to the
line .
Coming into the night race at the Edward Jones dome
in St, Louis the spread between first and fifth in points
was a mere 20 markers, with anyone of the top five riders
plus a couple of dark horse picks able to take a win here
tonight. Your current champ Ryan Dungey on the Rockstar
Makita Suzuki has had a rough season but Mr. Consisent
has suffered through a dnf (did not finish) to stay 4th in
the points.
The other Ryan, Ryan Villapota is the points Leader but
he has also had a dnf on the season but has benefited
most from other riders mistakes. Right behind him is past
champ Chad Reed on the Team 22 Honda. Team 22 is
Reed’s own team as he lost his factory ride but not his will
to race. This team features a close knit family feeling and a
group of strong friends his consistent finishes have placed
him high in the points.
In the first Lites heat Pro Cricut Kawasaki 250 rider
Bagget barely bested, past St. Louis winner Whorton . The
second heat saw points leader Honda mounted Barcia take
a commanding victory. The next race to the line was 450
heat one and it looked liked a main event with most of the
heavy hitters lined upe as the sexy board girl moved and the

Next up is the fastest MX rider on
the planet James Stewart on the San
Manuel Mission Yamaha. Fast that
is unless bad luck rears it’s ugly
head the past champ has spent a lot
of time on the ground would tonight
be the race to start a drive to another title. Last but not least
on the list is the Rookie Sensation on the Factory Honda,
Trey Canard. This young man was coming off two wins in
a row could he overtake everyone for the title.
Only the rest of the season will tell and that starts now.
After myself and our ace photo person Shauna wandered
through the pits I found my seat and she her vantage points
for gathering photos. As the between race break happened
I wandered about and had a couple of very good interviews
one with the track crew guys from Dirt Works and found
out how hard it is to make a race track. Then another with
the very knowledgeable and pretty Muscle Milk Girls ,
sponsors of David Millsaps Yamaha.

I also got a quick word in with Chad Reed were he told
me that while it was quite a challenge putting together his
own team. That he had to really thank his wife for letting
him do it and while it also to time away from research
and development on the Honda 450. He is real proud, and
appreciative of the great group of sponsors he has and
every race his goal is to make the podium so that their
money on him is well spent. He also has a sense of pride
felt proud to be an inspiration to all the other privateers
out there.
continued on page 38

2347 Old Collinsville Rd
Belleville, IL 62221
(618) 222 - 2281

What We Do: Collision Repair, Insurance Work Welcome
Motorcyles, Custom Paint, Watercraft and
Finerglass Repair, We Do Restorations!!!
Proprietors: John Church AKA “Asshole”
Jed Church AKA “Sasquatch”
Let Us show You What Our 30 Years of Experience Can Do
Come Get Your Free Estimate Today
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I also got to talk to one of them a rider named Mull from
California, a man in a van having a rough nite but I reminded
him that when he’s older and he’s got kids he can tell them
that he didn’t just sit around he was a gladiator in the arena
with some of the best racers ever . Well the prelims ended
and everyone was ready for the finals .
As the gate fell on the lites main Barcia on the factory
Geico Honda took the holeshot and the lead, and while
he was busy putting distance between him and the rest of
the field. Back in the field is where the great race was as
Bagget and Sipes fought for the remainder of the race for
the podium spots. Finally Sipes ran him down and past
the Kawasaki rider on lap 13 to take and hold on to the
second spot behind Honda Mounted Winner Barcia with
the Kawasaki mounted Bagget rounding out the podium.
Now the big event who would leave here victor and who
would leave with the points lead. The Gate Dropped and
once again Tesedco got the hole shot to turn one, Dungey
in second, Windham third Stewart fourth with Villapoto
and Reed buried in the pack. However it didn’t take
Stewart long in a matter of one lap he passed three riders
and put himself into a lead that he would stretch out to
any 8 second victory. Meanwhile back in the pack both
Villpota Reed and Canard had manged to get in the mix ,
with both Canard and Reed doing rather well and having a
great tussle until Reed caught a tough block letting Canard
by.

But with two laps to go Reed found some extra power and
got back by for third the race settled out this way with
a jubilant Stewart getting his first win since Anaheim
and Dungey taking second with Reed breaking Mcgraths
poduim record with his 3rd place Canard got 4th and
points leader Villapota was happy to be heading home to
Washington with a points lead of three over second place
Reed.
Much thanks to the AMA ,the Dome and the FIM for all
their help and to Shauna for the pics Can’t wait till may 7th
and Las Vegas to see how this all turns out now go support
your local racers

Killer at the Gate
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places they take us on their runs, a lot of people has never been
to. So you know it takes a lot of planning to set up a run like
theirs, and from all the people I have talked to and in just normal
conversation has never complained about their runs, but like the
president of the Rat Pack said, you can’t please everyone, but
they do their best.

The Paderborn Rat Pack 2nd Annual
Blessing of the Bikes and Spring Run
By Tommy Haynes.
“What a Great Day” that is all I heard all day long
from everyone I talked to. Yes it was a beautiful day for our
2nd Annual Blessing of the Bikes. Thank you lord above for
providing us the beautiful day. And for keeping all of us safe
wile out riding our bikes and enjoying the day you provided for
us.
At this years Blessing of the Bikes at Paderborn we
counted close to 200 bikes, a few less that last years Blessing,
but hey it’s all good. We set up our sound system on the steps of
the church and the minister of the church came out once again
and gave the whole congregation a blessing and said a prayer
for all of us to keep us safe during this years riding season, and
to help keep us safe year round. Like last year the Cycle Saints
and Christian Motorcycle Association came down and handled
the group and individual blessings. I could not even imagine
trying to have a blessing of the bikes with out them being a part
of it. We thank all of you for coming down and praying for all of
us. You are in our prayers also, and can’t wait to see all of you
again, in the wind.
On the same day the Rat Pack had there annual
Spring Ride\ Poker Run. The Rat Pack’s run always starts the
beginning of the riding season. They always have one of the
first rides of spring, and it is always a great ride. Some of the

MOTORCYCLE COMPANY

Parts For American Made Bikes
8854 Frost Ave. - Berkeley, MO 63134

Phone
314-521-2888

Fax
314-521-2894

SCRATCH & DENT BARGAIN ROOM
Easy access from Hwy 270 & Hwy 170
Mon.- Fri. 9 - 5 ----- Sat. 9 - 12

This year there was close to 200 bikes on their run,
all having a great time enjoying the beautiful day, and a day
like today really did help a lot of people cure their cabin fever,
needing to get out and go for a ride, and blow the cob webs out
of their heads, nothing like being in the wind again finally after
a long and cold winter.
The Rat Pack would like to thank all the establishments
for letting them stop by on this beautiful day. Thank you to Just
Sue’s in Evansville, Eagles in Steeleville, Jim and Cindy’s in
Marissa, The Nut sports bar in Freeburg, and Karbon’s Knotty
Pines in Paderborn, the run started there and ended there, has
been a long time since the Rat Pack has done that. It was great
to have them start it at Paderborn and end it at Paderborn this
year.
So just remember that the Paderborn Rat Pack also
has a fall run for Make A Wish. It is on the 3rd Sunday in August,
and it to will be another great ride. I can’t wait to see where they
will take us on this day, but don’t matter; you know that the Rat
Pack will set us up another wonderful ride. They can’t control
the weather, but they do set up the rides. They said they hope
to see all of you again on August 21st for their poker run for
the Make A Wish foundation. So have a safe riding season from
the Paderborn Rat Pack, and we will see all of you again, In the
Wind.
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Upcoming Events
Weekly Events
Tuesday Bike Night the Third Tuesday of
the Month at Down on the Corner n Hwy 96 in
Marcelline, IL
Wednesday Ryders Inn Bike Night at Ryders
Inn in Highland, IL food and drink specials
Wednesday Shannon’s Pub Bike Night at at
Shannon’s i Tilden, IL
Wednesdays Fallen Kings MC Bike Night at
Mary Etta’s, 2902 Keokuk St Louis, MO
Wednesday Stevie Rays Bike Night at Stevie
Rays 9735 West Main St., Belleville, IL food
and drink specials
Thursdays STUNNA Thursdays At Paradise
1, 615 Missouri St East St Louis, IL (618) 4825578 DJ
Thursdays Bike Night at Bikers Corner at
1924 N Vandeventer Ave in St Louis, MO
Thursdays Hardriders call their hotline (314)
340-2000 for info
Thursdays Bike Night at Rum Runners in
Farmington, MO
Thursdays Bike Night at Geos Wings and
More on West Main in Belleville, IL from 6:30 to
10
Thursdays Crown Royals M/C Bikers Night
Out Blues Alley 9053 Riverview St Louis
Friday Bikes, Beers and Bonfires at Chasers
on Dutch Hollow Rd. $1.50 Dom LN
Saturday Scandalous Satrurday Bike Night
at Fatboys in DeSoto, MO
Sunday Sundowner Sundays at Trs Place in
Belleville, IL

June
4 First Annual Ride for Homeless Veteran’s
sign up at Shady Jacks from 11 to 1
4 ALR #226 Poker Run sign up at post
5 Motorheads Poker Run sign up at Phyl’s in
Marine, IL 11 to 1
4-5 Ride For Wishes events held at the Sara
Lee complex in Earth City, MO
9-11 Trike Rider Rally in Hannibal, MO
9-12 Hog Rock Rally at Cave-In-Rock, IL
11 Bush Pilots Night Poker Run sign up at

Ted’s Motorcycle World in Alton, Il from 4 to 6
PM
11 FORR Broadway Bar Hop sign up
Crossbones in St Louis from 11 to 1
12 Bluff City Fish Fry and Fellowship at the
Cellar Room noon to 6 PM
18 TBL Bike Show sign up at Gateway to the
West Harley Davidson
18 Annual Breast Cancer Run sign up White
Mule Saloon from 10 to noon
18 Hartbauer/McBride Dance at the Alton
Moose Lodge 6 to 12 PM
25 L.O.H.Event Night Charity Rodeo at the
Village Inn Pontoon Beach sign up 5:30 to 6:30
PM
26 Salty Dogs Summer Run sign up at Dottie’s
in Alton, IL noon to 2
26 Second Annual Rock Ride for MDA sign
up at Dutch Hollow Barn 10:30 to 12:30 free
breakfast for all riders

July
2 Bush Pilots 4th of July Party at the
clubhouse central and Union in Alton, IL 6 - ???
3 Bootleggers Night Rodeo at Doit’s Village
Inn in Pontoon Beach, IL starting at 5 PM
29-31 Great Rivers Rally in and around
Grafton, IL
30-31 Midwest Motorcycle Swap Meet at The
Loading Dock in Grafton, IL doors open from 10
AM to 5 PM
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An Inkling

I was recently shown this tattoo and I think
it is very cool. This is on the arm of one of
our readers and as you might guess the last
name is Steinkoenig. That would be nice
but if you look at the stones on the crown
that is what sets this tattoo apart. Those
are the birthstones of his wife and children.

The
Bull’s
Pen
Now
Open

This piece of art was created for him by the
fine folks at River City Tattoo on Rte 3 in
Sauget, IL. Let them create a memory for
you.

The biking life is constantly growing but we
need your help salespeople and writers / photographers are needed for all areas to

find out more call 314-322-7883
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