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Letter from the Editor
by Jim Furey
It’s time to turn another page
on the calendar. As I sit here
writing this I’m freezing my
ass off, but by the time you
read this it will be the
beginning of March. By that
time Bike Week in Daytona
will be half over, and if you are like me you consider that
to be the opening of the motorcycle season for the year.
Hopefully by the next time you read one of these letters
we will all have been out riding and enjoying some great
days.
This past month has been a lot of fun even though I
haven’t been out on the bike at all. You will read about
some of the fun things we have done this past month in
this issue. It all started on January 28 at B & B Crehan’s
Pub in Belleville, Illinois. There we staged a Bike
Builders Display and Bikini Contest. The weather did us
no favors, but still we drew a nice crowd and everyone
seemed to have a good time.
Next, we went to the EasyRiders Show in Memphis on
January 31, which was very cool. We got some great
stuff for this issue here. This was a neat event and I
would certainly recommend you attending one of these if
you get the chance.
That brings us to the weekend of February 7 and 8.
Sunday was pretty quiet, but Saturday, February 7 was a
rocking day with at least two very entertaining
happenings. One was the Schewe and Blake Benefit,
which was held at the Wood River, Illinois VFW. This
worthy cause attracted a very large and generous crowd
of bikers and was great. The second major event of the
evening was the Leather, Lace, and Lingerie Party held at
David’s Banquet Center in Pevely, MO and hosted by
TJ’s Bar and Grill. These fine folks do a fantastic job at
their many bike shows during the warmer months and
they set a new standard for fun here.
All in all, we think we have one of our best issues ever
this month. We are also getting ready to launch a new
column in the magazine called “Ask the Wrench.” We
need your help on this one, so please submit any
questions you have about maintenance issues or
performance enhancements you can make to your bike.
We also are going to start having a similar type of
column dealing with painting and the various coatings
one can use on a bike. There is also a plan afoot to offer

some recipes for those of us who fish and hunt. We also
plan on contacting product manufacturers and hopefully
soon we will be able to do some product reviews for you
as well or at the very least share some of the information
they put out on new their new products.
We are certainly looking forward to the new riding
season and as always we ask for your suggestions on
how we can continue to improve The Biking Life and
make it more responsive to what you want to read. We
also need your help to get out the information on
upcoming events. By letting us know about planned
events in advance, you can help us make more folks
aware of your events and hopefully help the turnouts as
well. I hope as you read this the weather has warmed up
and the snow has finally melted and you have had some
time on two wheels. As always be safe and thanks for
reading us.
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Easyriders Show
by Jim Furey
The Memphis stop on the Easyriders Magazine
Centerfold Tour took place on January 31 and provided
me and some of the staff an opportunity to get out of
town for a while. As with any trip that this magazine’s
staffers undertake, things did not go smoothly, but that
only adds to the sense of adventure (or is it anxiety?) we
feel beforehand. We had contacted some of the builders
that were to be there ahead of time so they could squeeze
in a little time to talk to us. Unfortunately, not everyone
we talked with was able to be there, but it turned out that

Several bands played and put out some good high-energy
rock and roll. The best of these was a Rolling Stones
tribute band that played in the evening; the musicians
resembled Mick and the boys from about 30 years ago,
and they put on one hell of a show. Two well-known
builders, Kendall Johnson and Paul Yaffe, were supposed
to be at the show. Kendall never made it (rumor was his
airplane was snowed in somewhere) but Paul Yaffe was
there for quite a while. He was very accommodating,
signing anything and everything that was placed in front
of him by the many who wanted to meet him. He also
took part in some of the contests being held at the main
stage, usually giving away some of his signature t-shirts
and hats.

we knew more about who was going to be there than the
Easyriders officials we talked to.
We left St. Louis for Memphis around 4:30 AM and
arrived around 9:30 or so. Once there we had errands to
run as well as a hotel to find. Finding a hotel was a story
in itself— stop me sometime when you see me out and
I’ll tell you about that. After finishing our little chores,
we grabbed some breakfast and then hung out waiting for
the show to open. (Okay, we tried to rush the door and
claim we were members of the press, but the blue-haired
woman guarding the door wasn’t buying that. So we sat
down to wait for the doors to open.) I actually laid down
and took a short nap.
Finally, the doors opened and we followed the crowds
inside. A variety of really sharp bikes were entered in the
bike show, which featured everything from customs to
the truly old-school choppers. We spent hours strolling
through the site, checking out the bikes and the large
selection of vendors. We saw some friendly faces at the
Black Jack Leathers booth. Those are some hard-working
folks and their prices can’t be beat.

We spent many hours walking around and viewing all
there was to see. Still, we did have our usual share of
problems. One of our photographers intended to meet us
in Memphis, but his truck broke down before he dropped
his load. Another photographer’s camera locked up on
the very first picture he tried to take, so that left us with
my Kodak digital, by far the worst piece of equipment of
the three. Thankfully, we were able to meet Murphy at

his truck so we could use his camera. We also showed
him some of the pictures you won’t see here (we are a
family publication, after all…) but can view on our
website, www.thebikinglife.com.

These shows are very cool—they provide a great way to
get out and see some bikes, meet and talk to some folks
who love bikes as much as you, and get away for a
weekend as well. Watch for them next year and get out
and visit one if you can. Memphis is particularly fun
because of the convention center’s proximity to Beale
Street and the fine barbecue they serve down there. Y’all
come back, you hear?
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Hartbauer/McBride Memorial Foundation
By Jim Furey
If a lot of people are like myself we only think of the
Hartbauer/McBride Foundation because of the events
they put on, which are great. However the people who
run the Foundation are on the job all year long.
Supplying help to all bikers in true need regardless of
colors worn, make of motorcycle, origin, sex et cetera.
The only requirements are need and that the recipient or
their family is a motorcycle enthusiast.
The Foundation is a living organization which is always
changing and adapting so that it may better perform their
mission of “Bikers Helping Bikers”. They have done this
by adopting new by-laws, an expansion of the Standing
Voting Board Members all this for the sole purpose of
including “all of the motor cycling community”.
This is the first in a series of articles on this fine
organization. The 4th Annual “Bikers Helping Bikers”
Benefit Dance will be Saturday June 19th at Cadillac
Jack’s in Bridgeton. While this is the 4th Annual Dance, it
will mark the 17th year of the foundation’s operations. In
the coming months we will talk to some of the
representatives of the Foundation and provide some of
the history as well as what the criteria are that they use
for making determinations as to who will receive funds
from the Foundation. We will also be posting a copy of
their request form on our website along with other
pertinent contact information. Please continue to watch
for more information on the Hartbauer/McBride
Foundation and if you have a few extra dollars send them
its way.

My/ Our Bads:
For the most part we did remarkably well again this
month, for the most part.
I unforunately though was not perfect, in my article
on the B & G Swap Meet in Belleville I referred to a
“coalition of clubs” I knew there was a Confederation of Clubs and thought this wording would not
lead anyone to believe that I was referring to them. I
have since learned though that they are sometimes
referred to as the “Coalition of Clubs” as well. So
my apologies go out to those folks While I have not
made it to one of their meetings yet I have read the
minutes and they seem like a group that is out to
protect our rights and I appreciate that.

Club listings
A.B.A.T.E
St. Clair Co meetings are held on the
2nd Thursday of each month - 7 p.m., at
the Fairview Hts. Elks Club, corner of
Old Lincoln Trail and Hwy. 161,
Fairview Hts. IL.
Piasa-Gateway Chapter - chapter
meetings are held the 2nd Saturday of
every month starting at 7:00 p.m. Our
meetings are held at the Edwardsville
V.F.W. Post 1299. The Edwardsville
V.F.W. is located 7108 Marine Rd., Rte.
143 East, Edwardsville, Illinois.
Bikers Against Child Abuse: BACA
East Missouri Chapter meetings 2nd
Sunday of each month, 12:30 noon, at
the Knights of Columbus on
McMenny Dr. off of Mid-Rivers Rd.
and Hwy 70 in St. Charles all bikes and
bikers are welcome, hotline (314) 2778905 or (314) 719-2928
EastMo@bacausa.com.
Bootleggers MC - of East Alton Illinois,
welcomes all brands of bikes monthly
meeting First Saturday of the month
usually at our SAA house. Please call
our Road Capt. Mandrake at 618-4665997 or our Secretary/ Lady Mandrake
at (cell) 618-531-7417 for more info.
Christian Motorcycle Assn: (CMA)
Good News Riders 2nd Thurs 7:30 PM
Ryan’s 8925 Watson Crestwood, MO.
Call 636 296 3120 HTTP://
midwestrider.com/goodnews.jpg.
Chouteau Island Partners (Off Road
MC Group) 1st Thursday of month
HTTP://w.icss.net/~squirts/island.htm
Look for Tom Downing through the web
site.
CONCOURS Owners Group:
Monthly Breakfast Rides 3rd Sunday of
month Except April which is the 4th
Sunday. Meet at Quick Trip on South
outer Road I-44 and MO. Hwy W.
Eureka, MO 636 278 2276 or
WWW.concours.org
Euro Motor Union of Greater St.
Louis: meetings 7:30 pm 1st Tues
Sports Page Inn. Old Rte. 3 South of
Dupo IL. 314 994 1257
Freedom Cruisers – Meetings are the
first Sunday of the month at Dutch
Hollow Barn in Belleville, IL at 1:00

PM. Contact ‘Shades’ President of
Chapter 17 at (618) 570-8781 for more
info.
Freedom of Road Riders:
Local 24 - meetings 1st Weds of
the month 7:30 PM at Charlack Pub,
8344 Lackland Rd., St Louis, MO (314)
521-6553
Local 25 - meetings the 4th
Rursday 7:00 PM at the American
Legion Hall in “Old Town St. Peters,
MO” (636) 278-5910
Local 38 - meetings the 1st
Sunday of the month 11:30 AM at TJ’S
Bar & Grill Hwys 61/67 & Z in Pevely,
MO (636) 464-2941
Local 42 - meetings the last
Weds of the month 6:30 PM at
Roadhouse 100, 2763 Hwy 100, Gray
Summit, MO (636) 586-4298
Gateway X-treme Riders Assoc - STL
MO area including Metro East IL Club
is primarily for owners/riders of Honda
VTX cruisers. All bikes are welcome.
Web site: http://groups.yahoo.com/
group/gatewayvtx
Gold Wing Road Riders
Association GWRRA Have various
meeting locations in the Metro St. Louis
Area. Check out the one nearest you at
www.stlouisgwrra.homestead.com
Heartland WOW, meetings are the 4th
Weds of the month at 7:00 PM at the
Prairie Commons Branch 915 Utz Ln.,
St. Louis MO. For more info see their
website at www.heartlandwow.org.
HELKATS MC –MIDWEST – An all
woman motorcycle club, for more
information contact then by email at
helkats@aol.com or visit their website
www.helkatsmc.com.
Honda Sport touring Assn. St Louis
area 1st Sat; South Central MO 2nd
Sat and KC Area 3rd Sat. Pleas join us
at any time home.kc.rr.com/mosilhsta
Warm weather meet at Chesterfield
Valley Power Sports off hwy 40 West of
Boone’s Crossing Exit at 9am Kick
stands up at 9:30 sharp for spirited ride
of 150-200 miles. Garth Haubner at
(636) 928 6939 Email:
ghaubner@juno.com or Tom
Trieschmann at (314) 692 7463 E-mail
ttriesch@inlink.com
Marion Roadrunners Riders Group –
an all bike, rider group that gets together
on Sundays and rides, meetings are held
on the 3rd Tuesday of the month at 7pm

at the Eagles Hall in Marion,IL. The
meetings are open to every one. More
info as well as events are available on
their web site
www.marionroadrunners.com.
Midwest Trail Riders Assn. Email
mtra@ridemtra.com www.ridemtra.com
Event hotline (314) 314 434 5095
Midwest Cafe Racing AssnRide Line (314) 481 8078
Email
Rideline@mcraracing.com or
www.mcraracing.com
Outlanders – All motorcycle brand,
family oriented org promoting fun
events without negative attitudes, drugs
or alcohol. Meetings are the last Sunday
of the month at 1:00 PM at the TRY
Club, 655 Berkshire, East Alton, IL.
River Road Riders, All Brand
Motorcycle Club meetings are held the
2nd Weds of the month at the Alton
Sports Tap 7:00 PM
Road Raptors Riding Club meets at
Fairview Heights, IL VFW Hall on Rte.
159 at 7:00 PM first Wednesday of the
month all bike brands welcome.
Servant Riders – meetings on
the 3rd Saturday of the month at
9:00 AM at Kingdom
Treasures Bookstore on
Highway 50 in O’Fallon,
IL.This is the corner oh Hwy
50 and Old Collinsville Rd. All
are welcome.
Shadow Riders Greater St. Louis MO.
WWW.Shadowriders- stl.com meet on
4th Tues of month at Manchester Elks
lodge at 7pm (314) 477 9976 ext 772.
Southern Cruisers Riding Club – An
all brand riding club, for more info
about the club as a whole or the
Collinsville, IL Chapter you can contact
the club by email
scrcdragon@yahoo.com or by phone at
(618) 972-4951 or (618) 344-4543 or
visit the national website
www.southerncruisers.net.
Southwest Illinois Ronin Riding Club
1st Saturday of each month at Noon at
various area locations. Ride follows
monthly meeting. This is an all-brand
riding club. Call Bonedaddy @ 618696-7768 or Trainwreck @ 618-9736405 for meeting location or more
information. http://
autos.groups.yahoo.com/group/
SW_Illinois_Ronin_RC/

Upcoming Events
Thru June 1st A Millenium of Motorcycle Madness at the Douglas IL County Museum 700 S.
Main St. , Tuscola, IL call (217) 253-2535 or (217) 253-4620 for more info.

February
29th TJ’s Leap Day Run - .sponsored by TJ’s Bar and Grill, Hwys Z & 61/67 Pevely, MO last bike
out at noon, call (636) 475-3648 for more info.

March
27th 5th Annual Leather & Lace Dance – at the Pacific Eagles, 707 W. Congress, Pacific, MO
sponsored by Freedom of Road Riders Local 42 - Franklin County, MO for a donation of $15/per
person or $25/per couple you will receive beer, set-ups and munchies goes from 7:00pm –
Midnight. There will also be: Live music by Outtaline, Raffles, 50/50, Women’s Sexy Dressed
Contest, Men’s Tight Buns Contest for more info contact Gina Dean at
gina.dean@viasystems.com or by phone at 636-451-2886.
28th Streets of Saint Louis Poker Run - this is rain or shine event presented by Kirkwood, MO
HOG Chapter benefiting Multiple Sclerosis sign up is at Doc’s Harley Davidson 9:30 to 11:00 AM
sign up and 1st card $5 or three cards for $10. for more info call Judy or Terry at (314) 426-6591.

April
18th Poker Run – presented by Freedom of Road Riders Local 42, proceeds to benefit Hartbauer/
McBride Foundation sign up is from 10:00 to 11:00 AM at Stout’s Main store & Deadhead anie’s
Hwy 44 & Hwy 50 Villa Ridge, MO for more info contact Gina Dean (636) 451-2886.
24th – Spring—er Biker Ball – at Casa Loma Ballroom this event will benefit the Circle of Love
Foundation and more details will be forthcoming but mark your calendar now.

Club lisitngs continued:
Southern Illinois Star Riders meet the first Sunday of each month in Collinsville, IL. Contact wizardandangel@yahoo.com or
visit autos.groups.yahoo.com/group/southernillinoisstarriders/

Harley Owners Groups HOG
Alton, IL. HOG Chapter 4th Thurs of month 7:30 PM at Alton Sports Tap Route 140 & Route 3 Alton, IL..... Ladies of Harley
4th Thurs also at Alton Sports Tap, Banquet room.
Bellville, IL HOG Chapter 3rd Wed of month, 7:30 PM at the ELKS club at corner of Route 161 and Lincoln Trail in
Fairview Heights, IL. Call dealership if you have questions (618) 277 8864. WWW.Friezeharley-davidson.com .
Festus Mo. HOG Chapter 1st Wed of month, 7:30 at Surdyke Harley Davidson 2435 highway 67, Festus, MO. Call
dealership if you have questions (636) 931 8700.
Kirkwood Mo. Chapter 2nd Tuesday at VFW POST #6211 at 10430 Liberty, Overland, Missouri. The LOH meeting is held at
Culpeppers, 312 S Kirkwood, Kirkwood, MO on the first Thursday of month. Everyone is welcome. Contact (314) 544 HAUG
or www.Kirkwoodhog.com.
St Charles HOG Chapter: 3rd Tues of the month 7 pm at St. Charles Moose Lodge 2750 Interstate 70 (South Service Road
by Chucky Cheese) (636) 723-9365. stcharleshog@primary.net. LOH 2nd Thurs same place and same time.

If your club or organization would like to be listed here please send an email to clubs@thebikinglife.com

Something Completely Different
by Rich Aubuchon
If there’s one thing that separates humans from dogs, it is
that you can’t teach an old dog new tricks, but even old
humans can keep learning. Okay, we also don’t sniff each
other’s butts or drink from the toilet, but I think you
understand what I’m getting at. We don’t just have brains,
we have minds, and as Dan Quayle once told a gathering
of the United Negro College Fund, “What a waste it is to
lose one’s mind.”
Lately, I’ve decided to expand my horizons a bit. I’ve
started by taking up the study of Spanish. I wish I could
tell you that my interest in Espanol has something to do
with being a citizen of the Global Village or some such
crap, but that’s not it at all. My motivation is two-fold.
For starters, I’ve been stalking Salma Hayek, and I think
my late night obscene phone calls might be more fun for
her if I could use her native language. Secondly, of all the
evening courses being offered at the community college
in my neighborhood, Conversational Spanish (Espanol
Conversacional) is the only one being taught by my
mother-in-law. She gave me the book for free, and I
didn’t have to pay the seventy dollar fee. Decisions don’t
get much easier than that.
So far, I’ve learned some vocabulary and of course the
pronunciation rules for Spanish, but I’m also proud to say
I’ve learned a lot about people. Most high school and
even college students seem to do as little work as possible, studying only when necessary and cheating whenever feasible. However, adults who have enrolled in a
class and paid their own money for the purpose of
learning a new skill behave a little differently. These
grown-ups don’t even bother to cheat. Seriously, in a
class of twenty-two mature responsible home-owners,
parents, and business people, I’m the only person who
has actually bothered to do any of the homework. This
sort of academic excellence isn’t exactly typical of me,
either. As a young man, I was asked to leave my university, and it wasn’t because the other students were having
trouble keeping up.
After two months of classes, I’m feeling pretty good
about my ability to converse in Spanish. I’ve learned
hundreds of common Spanish phrases, and keep them at
the ready. I recently had the following telephone conversation, in Spanish, with one of my wife’s co-workers, a
very sweet Dominican woman named Julia.
Me: How are you?

Julia: Very well, thank you. And you?
Me: Very well. Is it cold in your house?
Julia: Not bad. We installed new storm windows, and
they’ve done a wonderful job keeping the cold air out.
They’re expensive, but should pay for themselves.
Me: Allow me to introduce my friend, Miguel.
Julia: Sure. Where is he?
Me: That’s a big chicken, and the president’s pants are
blue.
Julia: Excuse me?
Me: My daughter likes beans, but my son likes eggs. Do
you like beans and eggs?
Julia: I don’t understand. Are you asking me to lunch?
Me: Is your monkey curious? My monkey is very curious.
Julia: Do you need to lie down? Are you having an attack
of some kind?
Me: I would like to purchase some chewing gum, but I
don’t have enough money.
Julia: (click)
I’m hoping to secure a position as an interpreter at the
United Nations building.
At some point along the road to self-improvement,
whether you’re trying to lose weight, quit smoking, or
learn a new language, you’ll have an important choice to
make. You’ll be tempted to slack off and revert to your
former, slothful, ignorant self, and you must decide
whether or not to give in. If there’s one piece of advice I
can offer you, it’s that you should always give in to
temptation. If temptation weren’t the better option, it
wouldn’t be so tempting. That donut is every bit as
delicious as it looks, that cigarette smoke is every bit as
satisfying as you remember, and there’s no real benefit to
knowing if el mono es curioso.
I should make clear that learning Spanish is not something I recommend, nor does it seem very necessary these
days. I recently learned that there are now more people
who speak Spanish as their primary language in the
United States than in any other country. It seems to me

that if a situation arises where we need somebody to
speak Spanish, we should just ask one of those folks.
It’s also not a good idea to speak French. Inspired by my
French heritage, I took the language in high school, and
it’s very difficult to pronounce. So much of the language
is spoken from the back of the throat, you can’t even say
some words without literally gagging on them. They also
leave so many vowels and consonants silent that it always
seems as if you’re listening to a French person on a bad
cell phone connection. Besides, to be a true Frenchman
you only need one phrase: Je Surrendre!
Don’t get me wrong, I still believe that continuing
education is a worthwhile endeavor. I dislike the phrase
“Adult Education”, because that sounds like a bunch of
naked people in a class room, but it’s good to learn new
things. I tried to talk my wife into taking an interior
design class. She declined, saying she didn’t need a class
to know that a fat, balding husband in a recliner makes
for bad Feng Shui. My neighbor recently took a course on
starting a home-based business. I understand his new
meth lab is doing very well.
With Spring almost upon us, you might be getting the
urge for a fresh start, and I applaud you for that. A mind
truly is a terrible thing to waste, and if you can find ways
to continue learning, you should be proud. I only suggest
that you choose your pursuits wisely. If you’re not
careful, it could be you asking a complete stranger if her
monkey is curious.

Ask The Wrench
Got a tech question you need answered? Feel like fixing
the bike yourself this time?
Well send in your questions. The wrench is in and he will
give you the answer you need from Flatheads to Twin
Cams, fuel or fire, stem to stern. Every month we will be
answering questions that you the reader send in.
Hey wrench,
Me and my brother just finished off my new kickstart only
custom but I can’t get it to start without pushing it down
my street. I have an 88” Revtech motor with a 5-speed
kicker. Once I push start it the bike runs great. When I try
to kickstart it again it still won’t fire up. What gives? My
brother thinks it’s the carb that came with the motor.
Should I change the carb?
Thanks,
Sore knee
Hey Sore Knee,
Don’t change your carb. The problem sounds like your
ignition. Most electric start ignitions do not fire until the
motor has rotated 2 or 3 times to avoid kick back on your
starter. Check to see if your ignition module has an
“electric/kick switch on it. If it does, put it on the kick
function and try again. If your module does not have that
option try installing a module that does (Crane Hi4). It
will create spark the first rotation and you should be good
to go!
Wrench,
I noticed that my front end wobbles something crazy when
I take my hands off the bars at lower speeds (45-65 mph). I
think I can feel it a little even with my hands on. My air
pressure in my tires was a little low but not too bad! What
else should I be looking for? I ride a 1997 Softail that is
pretty much stock except for some bolt on chrome.
Jerry from
O’Fallon
Jerry,
There could be a lot of contributing factors. First I cannot
stress how important a Service manual can be when it
comes to keeping your ride maintained properly and safe.
Start by checking the tread wear on the tires. Are they
cupped or worn irregularly? After that I would move on to
the front end fallaway. Read your service manual for your
particular model. It will guide you through the “fallaway”
procedure. After doing that you should also check your
wheel bearings and races for signs of excessive wear or
damage. Check your wheel endplay (service manual), Rear
axle alignment. Are your front and rear wheels centered to
the frame? Are the wheels properly balanced? These
particular tips should take care of your front end wobble
so good luck and happy hunting.
(cont on page 15)

Biker Friendly Establishments
Illinois

Alton/Grafton
Cellar Room Tavern, 2704
E. Broadway, Alton, IL
(618) 465-9874
Danny’s Lounge, 118 W.
4th St., Alton, IL (618) 4626787
Fast Eddie’s Bon-Air, 1530
E. 4th St., Alton, IL (618)
462-5532
Harris’s Tavern, On The
Great River Road, (618)
466-9791
The Loading Dock, 400
Front St, Grafton, Grafton,
IL (618) 786-3494
Woodstock Lounge, 638
Broadway, Alton, IL
Wild Goose Saloon, 1505
W. Main St, Grafton, IL,
(618) 786-8888
Belleville
B & B Crehan’s, 6413 W.
Main St. (618) 394-1300
H’s Biker Bar, 1310 Dutch
Hollow Rd (618) 398-3668
Robin’s Nest, 1614
Mascoutah Ave. (618)
234-7432, karaoke every
Fri-Sat 9:30 to 1:30 AM
TR’S Place 4901
Concordia Rd., (618) 2777135 ask about ‘Good Nite
Dic’
Cahokia
Brandy Inn: 103 Water St.
(618) 337-1101 Fine Food
and Drinks always Biker
Friendly
Derby Al’s Diner: 2845
Camp Jackson Rd.
Carmi
Danny’s Pool Room: 119 E
Main Street in Carmi, IL
(618) 382-9987
Granite City
Big Duga’s Restaurant,
699 State Road 203,
Granite City, IL, 618-8755800

Maryville
Sharkey’s Restaurant and
Bar, 2537 Vandalia, (618)
344-0826
Mt. Vernon
Players: 300 S 9th - 1
block off the
square(rt.37&rt.15) in Mt.
Vernon, IL
New Baden
Outside Inn, 423 W. Hanover (Hwy
161), (618) 588-4672
Old Shawneetown
Hogdaddys Saloon: Main
St in Old Shawneetown, IL
(618) 922-1389
Southwestern Illinois
Falling Springs
Conservation Club, 2200
LePere Ln. Dupo, IL (618)
286-4440, music on
weekends with Sunday
jam sessions.
Fountain Inn, 1912
Fountain Rd. Valmeyer, IL
(618) 935-2266
Gallagher’s Get-A-Way,
102 S. Richland,
Freeburg, IL (618) 5395208
Georgia’s Place, Eldred, IL
(if you have more info on
this place let us know and
we’ll include it)
Good Tymes Bar and Grill, 200 N.
Main St. Dupo, IL (618) 286-9693
Just Sue’s Tavern,
Evansville, IL (618) 8534425
Karban Knotty Pine, 4569
Buss Branch Rd.,
Waterloo, IL (618) 4739954
Lisa’s Bar and Grill, Prairie
DuRocher, IL (618) 2843374
Lou and Michelle’s Tavern,
Waterloo, IL (618) 9398300
Mary’s Bar and Grill,
Ruma, IL (618) 282-7944

Old Shamrock Tavern,
Hwys 13 & 156, New
Athens, IL (618) 475-9263
Rick’s Corner, 201 S
Union St Staunton used
to be the Twisted Spoke
(618) 635-3088
S & J Main Street, 608 N. Main St.
Columbia, IL, (618) 281-9997 live
music on the weekends and
Thursday night Karaoke.
Sporto’s Pub & Grill, 211 S. Main
Street, Red Bud, IL (618) 282-7956
The Corner Pub, 602
Meyer Dr, Valmeyer, IL
(618) 935-8209 call for
info on their specials.
The Dawg Haus 102 S.
Main St. New Douglas, IL.
217-456-7072
Willie’s Corner, 128 W.
Market, Red Bud, Ill 62278
Springfield
Grman’s Harley Davidson
Repair: 310 W. Browning
Rd in Springfield, IL (217)
522-2557
Hangout Unwind Dance
Saloon: 1630 N 11th in
Springfield, IL 62702
(217) 525-8591
Knuckleheads, 2000
Peoria Rd., Springfield, IL
62702 (217) 789-1488
Pony Keg Leathers: 2026
S 11th St in Springfield, IL
(217) 544-3774 Harley
repair/Leather goods
Missouri
Charlack
John & Judy’s Charlack Pub: 8334
Lackland Rd. (& St. Charles Rock
Road) Top Quality rock bands Fri and
Sat nights starting at 9:00 PM (314)
423-8119
Fenton
That One Place: 1005
Majestic Dr in Fenton, MO
(636) 861-1902
Florissant
Class Act Tattoo and
Body Piercing, 11629

West Florissant Rd., Florissant, MO (314)
972-0707. Great quality work done by
folks who ride and know bikes.
Fredericktown
Little Joe’s Bar and Grill, 1317 Hwy OO
(573) 783-5452
Gray Summit
Roadhouse 100, 2763 Highway 100 (636)
451-2007
Hazelwood
Cadillac Jack’s: 12950 St Charles Rock Rd
in Hazelwood, MO (314) 298-8232
Pacific
Sheffield’s Restaurant & Bar, 564 E. Osage,
(636) 271-4834 biker owned and operated.
Pevely
TJ’s Bar & Grill: HWY Z & 61-67, For Bike
Show date information call (636) 4753648.
St. Louis
DockRockers, 7425 S. Lindbergh happy
hour Mon-Fri, libve music on the
weekends and ladies night is Weds,
check out their great food deals too.
Smokin Al’s BBQ: 1216 Hampton Ave., St.
Louis, MO (314) 781-8008 fax 781-8118
The House of Rock, Ronnie’s Plaza
featuring the best in live music Thursday
– Saturday.
Iron Horse Saloon, 7928 S. Broadway,
Saint Louis, MO (314) 631-3141 Thurs
Bike Night starting in March
Shady Jack’s Café: 1440 N Broadway
Blue Hen Trading Co, Leather and
Authentic American Art, (314) 865-1500
www.bluehentrading.net
Southeast Missouri
The Playdium, (across from Houck Stadium),
1127 Broadway, Cape Girardeau, Missouri
(573) 335-9830
Players, 632 Broadway, Cape Girardeau,
MO
Danny’s Place, 1102 Linn Street, Sikeston,
Missouri (573)-471-9984
St Charles County
D’s Hawg Trawf, 300 Sonderen St, O’Fallon,
MO (636) 240-0483
Villa Ridge
Shady Jack’s Saloon & Inn: 3417 Hwy O
in Villa Ridge, MO (636) 451-HOGG
Let us know of any places that should be
listed here at bf@thebikinglife.com

Wrench,
I keep running out of gas!! What the F*#! should I do?
Shorty
Dear Vertically Challenged,
Stop at one of them there petro stations and fill’r up more
often. I hope this helps.
Wrench,
I bought a new Harley but I don’t like the sound of the
stock pipes. Will drag pipes hurt my motor?
Jimmie, St Louis
Hell no Jimmie!!
Since your bike is new I would concentrate on breaking
the motor in properly (no lugging the motor or high
RPM’s). Always keep up on the oil changes and any other
maintenance requirements. Aside from tuning the carb
after installation you should just put those pipes on and let
everyone know you’re comin!!
Ride safe,
The Wrench, The Wrench can be contacted at
wrench@thebikinglife.com.

Biker Fashion on the Catwalk
by Kay Mullen
If the snow was a little less deep in Pevely, Missouri than
in most other parts of the Bi-State in early February, it
must have been because of the heat generated by the first
annual Leather and Lace and Lingerie event held
February 7 at David’s Banquet Center.

Leather and Lace and Lingerie was hosted by TJ’s Bar
and Grill, and a number of other vendors, including Dr.
John’s in Farmington, Don’s Speed Shop, Spreading Ink,
and Hole Shot Custom Cycles (among others),
contributed greatly to its success. In addition to the
fashion show, the event featured dancing, a silent
auction, attendance prizes, a cash bar, and food from the
good folks at TJ’s. It may have been too cold and icy to
bring out their bikes, but that didn’t deter at least 200
fun-loving men and women from turning out for a good
cause, benefiting the 04 Rolla Rally.
For the first hour, the attendees at the sold-out event had
a chance to hang out, enjoy the great food, and groove to
the rock music coming from the speakers. Shortly after 8
PM, the fog machines kicked in, the lights came up, and
the show began. As the song “Send Me an Angel” played
over the speakers, the first models walked onto the
catwalk. The fashion show had a dramatic setting—a
hand-painted mural provided a backdrop for the stage,
which was decked with two mannequins wearing slinky
fashions from Dr. John’s and two custom rides recently
created by Hole Shot Custom Cycles—as well as an
excellent emceee, Sue Sharp, who kept things moving
along smoothly throughout the night.
All the fashions modeled during the show could be
purchased by the vendors on site, from custom leather
halters, lace-up vests, and skirts, to such manly fashions
as chaps, t-shirts, and leather dusters and jackets. The

lingerie show was especially popular, featuring such
Valentine’s Day–worthy items as black lace tap pants,
black and red lace nighties, and a pink with black lace
polka dot baby doll outfit, all from Dr. John’s in
Farmington.

The fun went on long after the fashion show was over.
The proceeds of the silent auction went to Special
Olympics of Missouri, and the models raised more
money for that good cause by selling small American
flags. At 10 PM, the lingerie worn by the models was
auctioned, and again, the funds raised went to the Special
Olympics. Then, after a brief musical interlude in which
we answered the musical question “Can you dance to
‘Hair of the Dog’ by Nazareth?” (yes!), the evening
culminated with a thong contest sponsored by Dr. John’s.
As they say, it’s an honor just to be nominated, and the
four celebrity judges went into the audience to coax a
few extra women to take part in the festivities. Coming in
first, second, and third in the women’s thong contest
were Heather, Amy, and Amber. After that, three men
took part in the men’s thong contest. My mind has
mercifully blocked out the visuals from that event, but
the audience loved it, and all three brave souls went
away with prizes ranging from hockey tickets to various
adult novelties. Following that memorable event, the
evening wrapped up on the first (but far from the last)
Leather and Lace and Lingerie show. See you next time!

Bikes For Sale
2001 Special Construction Hardtail. 100 Revtech,6spd trans. 200
series tire, 8K miles, dependable! $15,800 Go to
www.stonecustomcycles.com for pics & specs or call (636) 677-5040

2003 Special Construction Softail, 100 Merch,6spd Baker Trans.
Rolling Thunder frame, World of Wheels "BEST" Custom 2003!
$29,500 .Go to www.stonecustomcycles.com for pics & specs or call
(636) 677-5040

You can have you bike here and on our website
www.thebikinglife.com for only $20/month

The Biking Life is always on the lookout for:
Great stories and story tellers
Events of local or regional interest
Advertisers
And of course your comments and suggestions.
You should send all of the above to staff@thebikinglife.com or mail to
The Biking Life, 807 Coral Dr, Fairivew Heights, IL 62208
Thank you for your support.

Joke of the Month
A biker quarreled with his ol’ lady and moved out to
a hotel. All day he brooded, but by dinnertime he
was hungry and sorry, so he called her.
“Hello...Linda. What are you making for dinner?”
“Im making poison.” she replied.
“So only make one portion, I’m not comin home.”

Bike of the Month
There were a lot of awesome bikes at the Easyriders Show in
Memphis and we were strolling around checking them all out,
when we happened upon this beauty. We scoped out the info
on it and found that it was owned by Doug and Sharon Austin
of East Peoria, IL and decided heck that is pretty close to
home lets feature this bad boy. So we left a card and a copy of
the mag and they were kind enough to get back to us. This
bike began it’s life as a 1998 Heritage Softail. Doug then
stripped it down bought some custom tear drop tanks, the air
foil and lost the saddlebags.
The motor has been stroked, and Doug has replaced the
original heads and pistons with some from Edelbrock. This
was also the very first Harley to sport a 240 tire. Doug ordered
the kit from the manufacturer before they were really ready to
sell them. Oh did I mention this sweet machine also runs on
nitrous so now we know this baby rocks hard as well as looks
good. It Dynos out at 94.3 HP w/o Nitrous and 112.6 w/
nitrous. Some of the work done on this bike was done by
Bikers Dream in East Peoria and they also sponsor it in
events. The paint was done by Alcaldi Customs in Arlington,
IL. The bike took 2nd in the Spectator Class in Memphis and
has trophied in all 7 Easyriders events it has been at. It even
won Best of Show and was invited to go to the Nationals in
Columbus, Ohio.

Schewe and Blake Benefit
by Sloppy Joe

Oct 12 was a great day for Bikers for Babies and most
everyone had a great day. There was an exception though
when this nice young couple Mike Schewe nd Erica
Blake were involved in an accident. They both suffered
very serious injuries and are still in the process of
recovering and rehabilitating from those injuries.
Compounding this was the fact that they had a young son
Coby. As is usually the case when tragedy strikes there is
not enough money to cover all the expenses so a fine
group of folks put together a benefit for them. This
benefit was held Feb 7th at the Wood River VFW. The
hard work of a large army of volunteers made this event
a huge success. They all deserve big thanks for putting in
the time to make this happen.

More than 400 bikers turned out to take part in this fun
evening. There was great food even though old Sloppy

Joe himself forgot to bring his namesake and forced them
to run out to KFC for more food. They also held a Silent
Auction with a lot of the sports oriented items provided
by Heroes and Legends. These folks are always willing
to help out events by doing a Silent Auction for them.
They can be contacted at herosandlegends.com. There
was also alive auction where items that had been donated
were sold and they were giving out door prizes all night
long. The events included an indoor Marble Run, which
was enjoyed by all. There was a tattoo contest and a
piercing contest. There were also some more adult
oriented activities as well.

Live music was provided by “The Stand” and they
certainly rocked this crowd and added to the lively
atmosphere. In addition to just being a lot of fun, the
benefit goers donated almost $11,000 dollars the night
of the event plus moneys that had already been given.
While these funds will help with of the financial burdens
this young couple has suffered there is still a lot ahead of
them. Everyone who came out and made this event the
success it was deserves thanks to because without the
support of the local biker community events like this
wouldn’t be near as successful.

