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Letter from the Editor

by Jim Furey

Welcome to the March 2005 issue. First off, I apologize

for leading you astray on the start of Bike Week in Daytona.

This year it is actually starting in March—my bad. A bunch

of fun events happened this past month, including the

Leather, Lace, and Lingerie Show held at David’s Banquet

Center by TJ’s Bar and Grill. We had a great time again,

and you’ll get to read about it in this issue. You’ll have to

wait until the April issue to read about some of the other

events; space constraints and our desire to get this magazine

into your hands by the beginning of the month didn’t allow

us to get those into this issue.

I would like to take a moment to thank DJ from Big Boyz

Custom Cycles for doing an excellent job of getting my

bike prepared for the upcoming riding season. He did a

great job, and my bike runs better than ever. I’ll bet he can

do the same for yours.

We are growing again. Last month we added another 1000

copies to the numbers we are distributing, and this month

we’re increasing the number of pages to 40 so that we can

provide you with more information on what is going on in

the region. As always, we ask you to visit our advertisers—

they are the ones who allow us to give this magazine away

for free, and we will always be free, at least as long as I

have any say over this.

We are getting many great stories, ideas, and jokes from

you the readers, and we hope you continue to keep us

informed about your events so that we can help you get

your information out. This month we are printing the start

of a series from a writer who wishes to remain anonymous

(at least for a while). Our rep down at the Lake of the Ozarks

has given us a short piece about riding in that area, and we

look forward to hearing more from our riding brothers and

sisters around the Lake. Two more new additions include a

cartoon drawn by Mario from the O’Fallon (Illinois)

Denny’s as well as a column by Rev. Jim Waters.

Our congratulations go out to Charlie Wiley for the

completion of the “new” Cellar Room Pub. The new pub is

right next to the old location, which was an Alton landmark

among the riding community, but don’t look for the old

building because it was razed to make room for the

additional parking lot necessary for this expanded location.

We thank you all for your continued support and look

forward to seeing you out on the roads in the months ahead.

Also, keep in mind that this is not just a Harley enthusiasts’

publication—we welcome stories, bikes of the month, and

events from all brands—so keep your contributions coming.





Leather, Lace and Lingerie II

By Al ‘Slow Talker’ Wilson

There are some events one must hit every year, and this is

rapidly becoming one of them. This show has become a

harbinger of spring, because you know that shortly after

this riding season will be here again. This was the second

time around and it showed. Our hosts for the fun filled

evening Sue and Terry Sharp worked very hard in making

the arrangements so that the party came off without a hitch.

While Terry and Sue put in long hours in preparation they

were not the only ones. Don’s Speed Shop and Iron Hog

Cycles both built bikes to be displayed on the stage here.

From the time the doors opened at 6:00 there was always

something going on. There was a silent auction the proceeds

from which went to benefit the good work done by the

folks at Developmental Services of Jefferson County. The

food was from TJ’s Bar and grill so you know it was good

and of course the music was provided by DJ Franko so we

were rocking.

The fashion show started at 8:00 and was introduced by a

dance routine awesomely performed by Miss Lisa’s

Dancers. From the way they performed you could tell this

talented group had spent many hours of practice for this

event. They were shielded from view momentarily by the

Penberthys as the final preparations were made. This same

group of fine looking women performed again for our

entertainment a little deeper into the show.

This year’s fashions were provided courtesy of Black Jack

Leathers, Dr John’s of Farmington, MO and Don’s Speed

Shop. The models made these already very cool and sexy

fashions look even more provocative, and the show was

emceed by Sue Sharp and ‘Dirty’ Dave Freeman. After the

fashion show ended, the winners of the silent auction items

were announced and we partied to music from Franko the

rest of the evening. Dave also provided entertainment with

your shirt against a t-shirt game, although one woman tried

to change the rules and then backed out. The fun ended

with the thong contest and there was great competition but

eventually Amber was crowned the winner.

I really had a great time, and I got to see a lot of friends

here as well. Also Terry and Sue or two of the pillars of the

biking community so anything I can do to support their

great charitable work I do. If you were here then you know

I have just given you a brief glimpse into the fun we had

and if you weren’t well I hope to see you at Leather, Lace

and Lingerie III.
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Fat Boy Raffle to Benefit Independent Living Center

by Sherilou Whitehead

At a recent meeting of F.O.R.R. Local 20 in Dexter, Missouri,

I was introduced to a man named Chris Horton, who is Vice

President of the board of directors for an organization called

The Independent Living Center of Southeast Missouri. This

nonprofit organization is funded by state grants and provides

support, training, and advocacy for people with all disabilities,

so they are able to pursue an independent lifestyle. They have

recently built a new building, which is very impressive and

able to grow with the organization and house all of the

activities and training that the center provides. Some of the

training that the center offers includes computer,

assertiveness, cooking, and money management classes. Their

activities include a craft class and a bingo night. They also

have peer support and an advocacy specialist. Due to state

budgetary constraints and the new governor’s decisions about

where to make cuts, any organization that receives state grant

money is at risk of losing funding, and this one is no

exception. Chris, who is disabled with arthritis, is also a

motorcycle rider and a builder of trikes, and he came

up with the idea of raffling off a new Harley-Davidson to raise

funds. He called dealerships within about a 500-mile radius of

Poplar Bluff, Missouri to price prospective bikes. Jones

Harley-Davidson of Little Rock, Arkansas, came up with the

best deal, and off he and other Center workers went to

purchase and pick up a new 2005 Fat Boy. Chris is trying to

display the bike at as many events as possible between now

and the day of the drawing, which is April 15. The rest of the

time the motorcycle can be seen at The Independent Living

Center, which is located in Poplar Bluff at 511 Cedar St. For

those of you in Southeast Missouri, be sure to stop by and take

a look at the building and the bike. The staff members are all

very friendly and willing to talk about their organization.

Some of the staff are on the payroll, but there are also a lot of

volunteers.

For more information about The Independent Living Center

and to purchase tickets at $10.00 each, just go by the Center

or call them at (573) 686-2333. I plan on a future visit to

Chris’ trike shop. He made mention of a red trike with a

Corvair engine that I would love to see and know more

about…wouldn’t you?



Metry Lets the Good Times Roll

by Jim Furey

This past summer I had the distinct privilege to meet and

share a few words with two of the up-and-coming custom

bike builders in the country. Ivy Trosclair, Jr., and his

son, Ivy III, along with their partner—St. Louis Rams

right tackle Kyle Turley—are building some of the

baddest bikes I’ve seen. This father-and-son team seems

to have found a way to work in harmony for the most

part, unlike some other like tandems; these guys do all

their own fabrication as well.

These talented metal masters hail from Metairie,

Louisiana, which explains the name of their shop: Metry

Custom Cycles. They explained to me that true Cajuns

pronounce Metairie as Metry. Ivy Junior is a personal

friend of Eddy Trotta and one of the top custom paint

experts in the world. He started riding bikes as a kid. As

he got older, the street-rodding scene appealed to him

more and he followed that path, building and painting

custom cars, until deciding to enter the world of custom

bike building. Ivy Junior has 34 years of custom painting

experience, and examples of his artwork can be viewed

on nearly all the continents of the world. Of those 34

years he spent as a master painter, the past 19 have been

as owner of his own collision shop.

Ivy III is the master metalworker here. This former drag

racer likes anything fast: hence the big-bore engines on

Metry bikes. In his early days he was off doing other

things, but somehow none other than Jesse James came

across one of Ivy III’s fabrications and convinced this

talented young man that he could be successful in the

highly competitive world of custom motorcycle building.

After this prodding, in 1996 the father and son decided it

was time to combine their talents and start building

bikes. Since then they have taken the custom cycle world

by storm.

That last comment isn’t just idle chatter. Metry creations

have finished in the top echelons in the 2002, 2003, and

2004 Daytona Bike Week Rat Hole Shows and also the

Boardwalk Custom Bike Show. These top finishes are

but a sampling of the many awards and honors bestowed

on these geniuses of fabrication since the opening of

their shop. The Trosclairs built Kyle Turley’s bike while

he was a member of the New Orleans Saints, and their

successful partnership in that endeavor led to him

becoming a partner in the business. I thought that he was

probably a silent partner, though that would be hard to

imagine. It turns out though that he comes up with some

of the wicked designs that these artisans turn out. Turley

also shows up at many of the shows they attend to meet

and greet with the public.
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I met the Trosclairs at Gateway to the West Harley-

Davidson during their Gypsy Rendezvous celebration.

Ivy III, exhibiting the pride of workmanship that all great

craftsman share, pointed out the details that make

GoldDigger such a fantastic piece of iron. It took the

Trosclairs 45 days to build GoldDigger and, unlike some

other family tandems, Ivy III truly enjoys working with

his father and they appear to get along fantastically. Back

to the bike, though—everything is hidden on this bike,

which ensures its clean and crisp lines. Did I say

everything is hidden? That includes the oil tank, which is

built under the chassis. The swingarm is designed so that

the chain is threaded through it. An interesting

innovation is the use of the right foot control for both the

front and rear brakes. The entire bike design and

fabrication of all sheet metal is done by this remarkable

team. Another signature item incorporated into

GoldDigger’s design that contributes to its extremely

cool appearance is the tribal-designed suicide shifter.

This is one of the finishing touches on this masterpiece,

and the same tribal design is repeated in the paint.

We have tried to do these master builders and their

creation justice, but have probably fallen short of giving

an adequate view of their abilities and spirit. If you

would like to check out more of their work or see some

of their latest creations, we invite you to visit their

website at www.metrycustomcycles.com. Also one of the

last things I learned in getting some follow-up information

for this piece is that the Trosclairs are building a bike for a

movie that will be shot in Japan and they will be over there

later this year.
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Riding at the Lake

by Dennis “Henbo” Henley

Those past the age of 40 might remember “The Wild

One” with Lee Marvin and Marlon Brando, a movie

about a motorcycle gang that took over a small California

town in the fifties. Well, if you were ever “at the strip” at

Bagnell Dam at Lake of the Ozarks in the sixties or early

seventies, you would think you were on that movie set

with Brando and Marvin. As I walked up and down that

honky-tonk strip back then on a Friday or Saturday night,

my teenage buddies and I were in awe of the lined-up

bikes, leather, and scruffy mugs that gave the place

character. It all vanished when the Lake Ozark powers

that be had enough and the 54 bypass went around the

dam, killing off what had been the hot spot at the lake.

Fast forward to the present. I now ride my Heritage to

the lake when I can and keep it there all summer at my

Camdenton residence. Whatever your ride is—highway,

rural curvy, state highway, or a mix—it’s your choice on

getting there. Highways 94, 50, and 63 and Interstates 70

and 44 are all great rides and just the start of a great

riding experience. Once there, you can check in at any of

the waterfront or Highway 54 motels or condos in Osage

Beach, Lake Ozark, or the surrounding communities.

Sitting on a Highway 54 motel lawn in Osage Beach on a

Friday evening with a cooler and your bike next to the

chair is hard to beat after a good ride to the Lake. You

can walk to a restaurant from most motels in the area.

The Lake is undergoing a new construction boom. There

are more new restaurants, motels, stores, and things to do

than ever. But to me, that’s the side stuff, the tourist stuff,

the wife or the kids stuff. I want to ride, and there are

more great rides in the Lake area than in many places in

Missouri. Take a trip around the Lake (2-3 hours),

Highway 54 to 63 to Truman Lake and back on

Highway 7 (3 hours), Highway 5 south to Lebanon to

Ozark Harley-Davidson, or Highway 5 north to

Versailles and Mennonite country, then back across the

community bridge over the busiest part of the Lake right

onto the top of the strip at Business 54. Any way you go,

the scenery is fantastic, the roads are pretty good, and

there are great stops all along the way. Osage Beach is

pretty hectic and that’s expected, but once you get out of

there it’s free wheelin’ and fewer stoplights.

There are seven motorcycle shops from the dam to

Camdenton, with all offering service, accessories, parts,

and advice. From J.D.’s custom shop on the strip, to

American HOG, Seebold’s, Bikers’ Alley, and Surdyke in

Osage Beach, to USA Cycle and The Motorcycle Doctor

in Camdenton, you can get what you need. Ozark

Harley-Davidson, just west of Osage Beach, is opening

this spring on Highway 54.

There are great biker-friendly bars all along Business and

Highway 54. Rock Island Line, Casablanca’s, and the

Filling Station are a few good ones. The American

Legion hall down on the river below the dam is a great

spot to hang out as well. Of course, there are some

yuppie joints too, but they’re still good places to get a

cold one and some grub.

The local club is Lake Ozark M.C. and a friend of mine,

Bill Beezley, has the tab on the local riding scene. He is

president of Clayton Mortgage Associates and can be

reached at his Lake Ozark office.

Any way you look at it, if you haven’t been to the Lake

of the Ozarks in a while, you are missing some great

riding and excellent mid-Missouri scenery. If the

significant other won’t let you get away because she

thinks you’re going to Party Cove instead of riding, drag

her along and drop her off at the outlet mall or one of

the other new shopping joints with a couple hundred in

her hand. Or even send her to Party Cove; maybe you

can change her mind. If she rides too, you’ve got it made.

Oh, by the way, the strip is still a great place to go and

walk around, shop for some real Lake Ozark stuff, or just

hang out like the old days at the Lake. If this has piqued

your interest, you can find more information about the

area at golakeozarks.com.

Dennis is our new correspondent and representative

at the Lake of the Ozarks.



The Cross Roads—Who We Are and Why We Are

Many of you see Christian Motorcyclists Association

(CMA) members riding down the highways or walking

around the rallies, but do you know us? You recognize our

patch, but do you want to know more?

CMA is open to anyone; we would love to have you come

to one of our meetings or events. CMA is a non-profit,

interdenominational organization, dedicated to reaching

people for Christ in the highways and byways through our

love of motorcycling. Since its beginning in the 1970s,

CMA has grown to more than 100,000 members and over

750 chapters in the United States. Also, CMA is represented

in other countries throughout the world.

CMA is not a club, but a ministry. Our ministry team

programs help us reach all areas of motorcycling: from those

who are mechanically minded to others who help with

children’s programs or at rallies and events. Our members

learn to help within the motorcycling community’s needs.

We are not only involved in motorcycling events across

the country, but also in taking the gospel of Jesus Christ

into our area prisons.

CMA has its own state, national, and regional rallies. These

rallies are times of fellowship, praise and worship, fun bike

games, and encouragement. Our spring Seasons of

Refreshing conferences, conducted by CMA staff

evangelists, prepare our members for ministry in the coming

rally season. Our October Changing of the Colors rally helps

us close our riding season each year with a great fall ride.

We really look forward to you attending our rallies as much

as we enjoy attending yours.

I believe CMA has grown to its current size because the

membership reaches out with the love of Jesus toward the

biking community and other people we meet on the road.

If you have a need in your life, feel free to approach a CMA

member wearing a CMA patch and talk about your need.

You will be met with love and not judged, and we will

keep your confidence. We want to be there when YOU need

us!

The State Coordinator for Missouri is Jim (Becky) Oliver,

636-332-6814, oliver8050@aol.com; and the Illinois State

Coordinator is Don (Vicky) Brown, 217-629-8938,

vdBrown77@aol.com. For more information about CMA,

you can contact either of the men above or call me at 314-

434-2282.

Jim Waters, President

Good News Riders

St. Louis, Missouri
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Club listings

.A.R.M  (Association Of Recovering

Motorcyclists) Chapter 13 - Support and

brotherhood for bikers in recovery.

Meeting and event dates vary.  For info

contact GO at 618-521-5499 or

Gofurfarm@peoplepc.com

A.B.A.T.E

St. Clair Co meetings are held on the 2nd

Thursday of each month - 7 p.m., at the

Fairview Hts. Elks Club, corner of Old

Lincoln Trail and Hwy. 161, Fairview Hts.

IL.

Piasa-Gateway Chapter - chapter

meetings are held the 2nd Saturday of

every month starting at 7:00 p.m. Our

meetings are held at the Edwardsville

V.F.W. Post 1299. The Edwardsville

V.F.W. is located 7108 Marine Rd., Rte.

143 East, Edwardsville, Illinois. 

Missouri Chapter – Meetings are held

the 3rd Wednesday of the month at 7:00

PM at the V.F.W. 10817 Midland, St.

Louis, MO for more info email

webmaster@abateformissouri.com.

Great River Chapter – Meetings the

second Sunday of the month at 2:00 PM

sites vary for more info email

greatriverabate@msn.com.

Bikers Against Child Abuse: East

Missouri Chapter Meets on the third

Sunday of every month At the Knights of

Columbus hall on McMenamy road, off

of HWY 70 and MidRivers Mall Drive At

10:00 am, all bikers and bikes are welcome

Call toll free 877-773-8790 or visit our

website www.bacausa.com

Bootleggers MC - of East Alton Illinois,

welcomes all brands of bikes monthly

meeting First Saturday of the month

usually at our SAA house.  Please call our

Road Capt. Mandrake at 618-466-5997 or

our Secretary/ Lady Mandrake at (cell)

618-531-7417 for more info.

BROTHERS OF THE THIRD

WHEEL, GATEWAY CHAPTER meets

the Second Saturday of the month at 2:30

PM at Good Times Tavern, 200 N Main

St, Dupo, IL; please check the web site

for details. http://groups.yahoo.com/

group/BTW-STL-MO/

Christian Motorcycle Assn: (CMA) 

Good News Riders 2nd Thurs 7:30 PM

Ryan’s 8925 Watson Crestwood, MO. 

Call 636 296 3120 TTP://

midwestrider.com/goodnews.jpg.

Servant Riders – meetings on the 3rd

Saturday of the month at 10:00 AM at

Kingdom Treasures Bookstore on

Highway 50 in O’Fallon, IL.This is the

corner oh Hwy 50 and Old Collinsville Rd.

All are welcome Roger Snyder (618-233-

3443) e-mail:  cmariders@compu-

type.net.

Semo Son Riders - www.cmausa.org

Chouteau Island Partners  (Off Road

MC Group) 1st Thursday of month 

HTTP://w.icss.net/~squirts/island.htm

Look for Tom Downing through the web

site.

Cycle Disciples St.Louis Chapter – for

more info please visit the following

websites

http:/ /www.geocities.com/grizs50/

CycleDisciplesSTL.html

http://www.cycledisciples.com/html/

st_louis.html

Euro Motor Union of Greater St. Louis:

meetings are held at 7:30 pm 1st Tues

Sports Page Inn, Old Rte. 3 South of Dupo

IL.  (314) 994 1257

Freedom of Road Riders:

Local 20 – meetings last Sunday

of the month 1 PM at Dexter, MO Eagles

Hwy 25 North www.angelfire/mo2/road

riders

Local 24 - meetings 1st Weds of

the month 7:30 PM at Charlack Pub, 8344

Lackland Rd., St Louis, MO (314) 521-

6553

Local 25 - meetings the 4th

Thursday 7:00 PM at the American Legion

Hall in “Old Town St. Peters, MO”

(636) 278-5910.

Local 32 - Meetings first Sunday

of the month 1 pm, at LeeBo’s Roadhouse

Highway 84 East, Caruthersville, MO

Local 34 – meetings third Weds

of the month at Bullwinkle’s  Pub Hwys

T and 60 East Poplar Bluff, MO

www.forr34.org

Local 38 - meetings the 1st

Sunday of the month 11:30 AM at TJ’S

Bar & Grill Hwys 61/67 & Z in Pevely,

MO

(636) 464-2941.

Local 42 - meetings the last

Weds of the month 6:30 PM at Roadhouse

100, 2763 Hwy 100, Gray Summit, MO

636-629-1390.

Freedom Riders – welcomes all bikers

and bikes to come ride with them email to

Ride4JC1@aol.com for more info.

Gateway X-treme Riders Assoc - STL

MO area including Metro East IL Club is

primarily for owners/riders of Honda VTX

cruisers. All bikes are welcome. Web site:

h t t p : / / g r o u p s . y a h o o . c o m / g r o u p /

gatewayvtx

Gold Wing Road Riders

Association GWRRA Have various

meeting locations in the Metro St. Louis

Area.  Check out the one nearest you at

www.stlouisgwrra.homestead.com

Heartland WOW, meetings are the 4th

Weds of the month at 7:00 PM at the

Prairie Commons Branch 915 Utz Ln., St.

Louis MO. For more info see their website

at www.heartlandwow.org.

HELKATS MC –MIDWEST – An all

woman motorcycle club, for more

information contact then by email at

helkats@aol.com or visit their website

www.helkatsmc.com.

Honda Sport touring Assn. St Louis

area 1st Sat; South Central MO 2nd Sat

and KC Area 3rd Sat.  Pleas join us at any

time home.kc.rr.com/mosilhsta Warm

weather meet at Chesterfield Valley Power

Sports off hwy 40 West of Boone’s

Crossing Exit at 9am Kick stands up at

9:30 sharp for spirited ride of 150-200

miles.  Garth Haubner at (636) 928 6939

Email: ghaubner@juno.com or Tom

Trieschmann at (314) 692 7463 E-mail

ttriesch@inlink.com 

Marion Roadrunners Riders Group –

an all bike, rider group that gets together

on Sundays and rides, meetings are held

on the 3rd Tuesday of the month at 7pm

at the Eagles Hall in Marion, IL. The

meetings are open to every one. More info

as well as events are available on their web

site www.marionroadrunners.com.

MidSouth Riders - Northwest Tennessee

www.midsouthriders.com

Midwest Trail Riders Assn.  Email 

mtra@ridemtra.com www.ridemtra.com

Event hotline (314) 314 434 5095

Midwest Cafe Racing Assn-Ride Line

(314) 481 8078 Email

Rideline@mcraracing.com  or 

www.mcraracing.com

Norton Owners Club -Interested parties

can contact me directly at my address

shurst01@mail.win.org or  http://

groups.yahoo.com/group/gnoa

Outlanders – All motorcycle brand,

family oriented org promoting fun events

without negative attitudes, drugs or

alcohol. Meetings are the last Sunday of



the month at 1:00 PM at the TRY Club, 655 Berkshire, East

Alton, IL.

Pharaoh’s M.C. – 7510 Old Missouri RD, Centreville, IL for

more info contact Big Daddy (618) 593-2955.

Reelfoot Lake Night Riders - Tipton, TN

www.reelfootlakenightriders.com

River Road Riders, All Brand Motorcycle Club meetings are

held the 2nd Weds of the month at the Alton Sports Tap 7:00 PM

Road Raptors Riding Club meets at Fairview Heights, IL VFW

Hall on Rte. 159 at 7:00 PM first Wednesday of the month all

bike brands welcome.

Road Riders for Jesus Chapter 5 - Meetings 3rd Thursday of

each month at Aphonzo’s 2 Schibert Ct. in Maryville IL.  We

eat at 6:30 PM and start meeting at 7:00 PM.  All bikes welcome.

Web site:  http://www.roadridersforjesus.org/

Road Riders for Jesus (RRJ) Warterloo Chapter meets 1st

Tuesday of each month at Arby’s, 721 N. Market St. Waterloo

IL.  We eat at 6:00 p.m., meeting starts at 7:00 p.m.  For more

information see website www.roadridersforjesus.org

Shadow Riders of Greater St. Louis MO. 

WWW.Shadowriders- stl.com meet on 4th Tues of month at

Manchester Elks lodge at 7pm  (314) 477 9976 ext 772.

Road Rebels Riding Club – An all brand riding club, for more

info about the club email President Rick”Grumpy”White

roadrebelgrump@yahoo.com or 618-972-4951

Southwest Illinois Ronin Riding Club – meets the 1st Saturday

of each month at Noon at various area locations.  Ride follows

monthly meeting.  This is an all-brand riding club, call

Bonedaddy @ 618-696-7768 or Trainwreck @ 618-973-6405

for meeting location or more information.    http://

autos.groups.yahoo.com/group/SW_Illinois_Ronin_RC/

Southern Illinois Star Riders meet the first Sunday of each

month in Collinsville, IL.  Contact wizardandangel@yahoo.com

or visit  autos.groups.yahoo.com/group/

southernillinoisstarriders/

St Louis Motorcycle Club meets the 2nd Thursday of the month

at The Brick on S Broadway in St. Louis, MO. Meeting time is

7:30 PM and all are welcome call  (314) 771-7100 or visit

www.yahoo.com/group/STLMC for more info.

Vendetta’s M/C, Bootheel Chapter - P.O. Box 831,Doniphan,

MO  63935 Kzkat1420@gmail.com

Vietnam Veterans M/C – for more information on this club

email them at vnvmcillusa@yahoo.com

 

 

 Harley Owners Groups  HOG

 

Alton, IL. HOG Chapter 4th Thurs of month 7:30 PM at Alton

Sports Tap Route 140 & Route 3 Alton, IL..... Ladies of Harley

4th Thurs also at Alton Sports Tap, Banquet room. 

Bellville, IL HOG Chapter  3rd Wed of month, 7:30 PM at the 

ELKS club at corner of Route 161 and Lincoln Trail in Fairview

Heights, IL.  Call dealership if you have questions (618) 277

8864. WWW.Friezeharley-davidson.com.

Bourbeuse Vally HOG Chapter 2nd Sunday of the month, 10:30

AM at Borbeuse Valley Harley-Davidson 1418 Hwy AT, Viila

Rodge meets inside the old store call (636) 451-0106 for more

info or directions.

Festus Mo.  HOG Chapter 1st Wed of month, 7:30 at Surdyke

Harley Davidson 2435 Highway 67, Festus, MO.  Please call

the dealership for more info (636) 931 8700.

Gateway to the West HOG Chapter 3rd Thurs of the month

8:00 PM at Gateway to the West Harley Davidson, 3600 Lemay

Ferry Rd., St. Louis, MO, LOH meets the 4th Tuesday of the

month at the Blarney Stone 4333 Telegraph Rd. at 7:30 PM for

more info go to www.gatewayhog.org.

Kirkwood Mo. Chapter 2nd Tuesday of the month at Goff-

Moll American Legion Hall, 2721 Collier, Brentwood, MO. The

LOH meeting is held at Culpeppers, 312 S Kirkwood, Kirkwood,

MO on the first Thursday of month. Everyone is welcome.

Contact (314) 544 HAUG or www.Kirkwoodhog.com.

River Roads HOG Chapter  1st Wednesday of the month.  6pm

Social / 7pm Business Meetings alternate between TNT Action

Sports (Chapter Sponsor at 5101 Oak Street, Quincy) and Tri-

State area establishments. For more info www.rrchog.com or

call 217.224.1004

St Charles HOG Chapter:  3rd Tues of the month 7 pm at St.

Charles Moose Lodge 2705 Interstate 70   (South Service Road

by Chucky Cheese) (636) 723-9365. stcharleshog@primary.net.

 

 

If your club or organization would like to be listed here please

send an email to clubs@thebikinglife.com
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Congratulate me. My wife and I recently celebrated
our fourteenth anniversary. Yes, I’ve managed to keep
my wife from throwing me out for another year.

I must say, though, marriage isn’t easy. It’s so tough
to be sure you really have long-term compatibility. Why
did I have to marry the only woman in America who
isn’t turned on by fat, bald guys?
My wife finally admitted that she doesn’t find me at all
attractive, and told me that in order to have sex with
me she has to fantasize... about shopping. Do you
know how humiliating it is to be having sex with your
wife and instead of screaming your name she shrieks
“coupons, coupons!”
My wife says that if I spent as much time working out

as I do watching television, I’d be a sexual dynamo
with a body like Brad Pitt. I said that’s good for you,
but what does it do for me?

I went to one of those fat farms. You know what I mean-
one of those week long retreats for fat people. It was
amazing- I felt so accepted. I was surrounded by
people who didn’t judge me by my weight, people who
didn’t look down on me because of my size, people
who looked just like me. I was there for 2 weeks, and
gained 18 pounds. After all, I didn’t care what those
lard-asses thought of me, why not pig out?
I tried this thing called the cabbage soup diet, where
all you eat for 10 days is cabbage soup and onions.
Because being fat isn’t enough of a stigma, it’s a good
idea to also have bad breath and chronic gas.
Now they have those pills like Metabolife that are
supposed to speed up your metabolism, so you burn
more calories. I tried that, it didn’t work. My metabolism
is so slow it would take a rocket fuel enema to get me
going.

I went to one of those employment agencies and told
them I needed a career change and they asked me
what I’m good at. I said “masturbating and making
nachos”... They got me a job at Taco Bell.
And let me tell you something, people are hypocrites.
Everybody says masturbation is so normal and healthy
until you do it in a Taco Bell.

For our anniversary, my wife bought me a new high-
tech cell phone. Cell phone technology is amazing. I
remember when all you could do with a cell phone is
make a phone call. Then it was text messaging. Then
the phones started coming with cameras. This new
phone is set up so I can watch videos on it. Which is
perfect, if I’m stuck in traffic and have the sudden urge
for porn.
The great thing about watching porn on your cell
phone is the pictures are so tiny, I can watch without
feeling inadequate.

But I’m not really into porn, I really prefer news and
informational programming. The problem is, it’s just
so hard to masturbate to Wolf Blitzer.
Seriously, though, on behalf of all men I want to
apologize to every woman who has ever struggled
with her weight. Guys don’t struggle. We are in
complete denial. You’ve seen it- a bunch of fat guys
standing around checking girls out and some 300
pound meatball says, “You know, she’d be hot if she
just lost a couple of pounds.” I’m the size of a sperm
whale. I have no room to talk.

Something Completely Different

by Rich Aubuchon



21

My wife has been trying to get me to dance with her
for 14 years, and I just refuse. She told me if I just lost
weight, learned to dance, bought some nicer clothes,
and enjoyed going to the theater with her I would be
her ideal man... Apparently she has a thing for
homosexuals.
Dancing is probably the most ridiculous activity human
beings have ever invented. Picture a room full of the
best dancers imaginable spinning and swirling and
high stepping. Now imagine they’re doing the same
thing, but with no music playing. Now it’s just a room
full of people with Tourette’s.

We spent our anniversary in Cancun. That was a lot
of fun, because the beaches there are topless. That’s
only fair, don’t you think? If I’m going to spend 3
thousand dollars for a 7 day vacation it should include
topless women. Hell, for that money the flight
attendants should be topless.

We really enjoyed touring the ancient Mayan ruins.
They have buildings that were built 1500 years ago
from nothing but rock- and they’re still standing.
Meanwhile my house is 8 years old and the foundation
has more crack Rick James.
One depressing thing about Cancun is the children
on the street selling packs of gum and bottled water
for 3 or 4 dollars each, kids only 5 and 6 years old. It
was really heartbreaking to see these kids working all
day in the hot sun, until I realized those kids make
more than I do.

If you’ve never been to Cancun, here’s all you need
to know- there’s some cheap, crappy merchandise
for sale on every street corner, the locals speak
English but not very well, and about the only thing
that’s really fun to do is get drunk. It’s like the Mexican
Branson.
When all is said and done, though, I’m lucky to still be
with my wife. She is so much better than I deserve.
When we got married, I couldn’t believe such a smart
and beautiful girl would consent to be mine. I’ve gone
downhill quite a bit since then, so the fact that she
hasn’t kicked me to the curb is a miracle. I wouldn’t
blame her for cheating on me, except that being
married to me hurts her chances. What self-respecting
guy is going to take second place after a clod like
me?

Anyway, to my lovely wife- Happy Anniversary! To the
rest of you- I’m just kidding about Taco Bell. But do
yourself a favor, and stay away from the chalupas.



Biker Friendly Establishments

Chains

Show-Me’s in Fairview Heights, IL,

St Louis, MO, St Charles, MO and
Cape Girardeau,MO
Illinois

Alton/Grafton/Wood River

Cellar Room Tavern, 2704 E.

Broadway, Alton, IL (618)

465-9874

Danny’s Lounge, 118 W. 4th

St., Alton, IL (618) 462-6787
Fast Eddie’s Bon-Air, 1530 E.
4th St., Alton, IL (618) 462-
5532
Georgie’s Pitchers, 217 W 3rd

St. Alton, IL (618) 462-8801
Harris’s Tavern, On The Great River

Road, (618) 466-9791

The Loading Dock, 400 Front
St, Grafton, Grafton, IL (618)
786-3494
Porky’s, 1543 E Edwardsville
Rd, Wood River, IL (618) 254-
9380
Scotty’s, 4 Front St., Alton, IL.
(618) 463-1065
Woodstock Lounge, 638
Broadway, Alton, IL
Wild Goose Saloon, 1505 W.
Main St, Grafton, IL, (618)
786-8888
Belleville

B & B Crehan’s, 6413 W. Main
St.  (618) 394-1300
H’s Biker Bar, 1310 Dutch
Hollow Rd (618) 398-3668
Mitch and Nancy’s League Lounge,

1501 W Main St (618) 277-3643

Robin’s Nest, 1614

Mascoutah Ave. (618) 234-

7432, karaoke every Fri-Sat

9:30 to 1:30 AM

Sheridan’s Frozen Custard,
5326 N Illinois St, Fairview
Heights, IL
The Antique House, 3701 W.

Main St. (618) 235-3434,

great Wednesday Specials

TR’S Place 4901 Concordia
Rd., (618) 277-7135
Cahokia

Brandy Inn: 103 Water St.

(618) 337-1101 Fine Food

and Drinks always Biker

Friendly

Derby Al’s Diner: 2845 Camp
Jackson Rd.

Carmi

Danny’s Pool Room: 119 E
Main Street in Carmi, IL (618)
382-9987
Caseyville

Caddyshack Saloon 2865 N. 89th

St.(618) 397-4704 Nice bar with very

friendly bartenders.
Granite City

Big Duga’s Restaurant, 699
State Road 203, (618) 875-
5800.
Gabby’s Bar & Grill, 1800
State St. (618) 452-2009
Maryville
Sharky’s Sports Bar, 2537

Vandalia, (618) 344-0826

good food at great prices

Mt. Vernon

Players:  300 S 9th - 1 block
off the square(rt.37&rt.15)
New Baden

Outside Inn, 423 W. Hanover (Hwy

161), (618) 588-4672

Old Shawneetown

Hogdaddys Saloon: Main St in
Old Shawneetown, IL (618)
922-1389
Quincy

Kelly’s (A fun Place to Eat

and Drink), 2902 Broadway

(217) 222-5579

River House Restaurant and
Bar 238 North Front St. (217)
224-6888
Sparky’s, 221 N 5th St, (217)
224-7527
Southwestern Illinois

Falling Springs

Conservation Club, 2200

LePere Ln. Dupo, IL (618)

286-4440, music on

weekends with Sunday jam

sessions.
Fountain Inn, 1912 Fountain
Rd. Valmeyer, IL (618) 935-
2266
Frog’s Sports Club, 707 Davis
St. Ferry Road, East
Carondolet (618) 286-9988
Gallagher’s Get-A-Way, 102

S. Richland, Freeburg, IL

(618) 539-5208

Georgia’s Place, 415 Vine St,
Eldred, IL
Gert’s Place Bar and Grill Ill
Rtes 3 & 149 Gorham, IL (618)
763-9254

Good Tymes Bar and Grill, 200 N.
Main St. Dupo, IL (618) 286-9693
Heartland Bar and Grill, 6180 Rte 3,
Waterloo, IL (618) 939-6670
Horton’s Place, 2503 Main St.

Fayetteville, IL, (618) 677-3348

friendly folks and cold beer

Just Sue’s Tavern, Evansville,
IL (618) 853-4425
Karban’s Knotty Pine, 4569
Buss Branch Rd., Waterloo, IL
(618) 473-9954
Lisa’s Bar and Grill, Prairie
DuRocher, IL (618) 284-3374
Lou and Michelle’s Tavern,
Waterloo, IL (618) 939-8300
Mary’s Bar and Grill, Ruma, IL
(618) 282-7944
Old Shamrock Tavern, Hwys
13 & 156, New Athens, IL
(618) 475-9263
“Papa” Wheelie’s, Old Rte

50, Trenton, IL (618) “ A full

throttle sports bar”

Rick’s Corner, 201 S Union

St Staunton used to be the

Twisted Spoke (618) 635-

3088

S & J Main Street, 608 N. Main St.
Columbia, IL, (618) 281-9997.
Sporto’s Pub & Grill, 211 S. Main
Street, Red Bud, IL (618) 282-7956
The Corner Pub, 602 Meyer
Dr, Valmeyer, IL (618) 935-
8209
The  Dawg Haus 102 S. Main
St. New Douglas, IL 217-456-
7072
Willie’s Corner, 128 W.
Market, Red Bud, Ill 62278
Springfield

Blu Ox Tavern 2724 Peoria

Rd (217)  544-7133 Always

something fun happening

Grman’s Harley Davidson
Repair:  310 W. Browning Rd
(217) 522-2557
Hangout Unwind Dance
Saloon:  1630 N 11th  (217)
525-8591
Knuckleheads, 2000 Peoria
Rd., 62702 (217) 789-1488
Pony Keg Leathers:  2026 S
11th St (217) 544-3774 Harley

repair/Leather goods

The Cove 1616 N Dirksen

Pkwy (217) 753-1760

 



Missouri

Arnold

21 Rock, #1 Meramec Heights (636) 282-7228

featuring live music every weekend and special

bike parking area.

Barnhart

Your Payday Advance Co., 7125 Metroploitan Blvd,
Ste 106 (636) 467-5447
Charlack

John & Judy’s Charlack Pub: 8334 Lackland Rd. (& St.
Charles Rock Road) Rock Bands Fri and Sat Nights (314)
423-8119
Defiance

Terry and Kathy’s - Defiance, MO.on Hwy. 94 about 9 miles
south of Hwy 40
Fenton

That One Place: 1005 Majestic Dr in Fenton, MO
(636) 861-1902
Florissant

Class Act Tattoo and Body Piercing, 11629 West

Florissant Rd., Florissant, MO (314) 972-0707.

Great quality work

Fredericktown

Little Joe’s Bar and Grill, 1317 Hwy OO (573) 783-
5452
Gray Summit

Roadhouse 100, 2763 Highway 100 (636) 451-
2007
Hazelwood

Jack’s Iron Horse Bar and Grill: 12950 St

Charles Rock Rd in Hazelwood, MO (314) 209-

1280

Louisiana

Eagles Nest Bistro, Hwy 79 (573) 754-9888
Pevely

TJ’s Bar & Grill: HWY Z & 61-67, For Bike Show

date information call (636) 475-3648.
St Ann
Lindy’s – 10471 St Charles Rock Rd (314) 427-
2822
St. Louis

The House of Rock, Ronnie’s Plaza featuring

the best in live music Thursday – Saturday.
Iron Horse Saloon, 7928 S. Broadway, Saint

Louis, MO (314) 631-3141 Thurs Bike Night

starting in March

Kelly’s 841 Wachtel St Louis 63125 (314)638-3022
 
The Little Bar, 6343 Alabama (314) 481-1665
Night Sky 13154 Tesson Ferry Rd.
Scott and Beverly’s Some Other Place Other Place
1500 Lemay Ferry Rd.  St. Louis 63125. (314)892-
6969
Zeke’s Lemay Sports Bar and Grill, South
Broadway St. Louis, Mo
Southeast Missouri

Bootheel Saloon -Highway 142 Poplar Bluff, MO

Bullwinkle’s Pub Hwy T off Hwy 60 E Poplar Bluff,
MO (573) 778-9278 www.bullwinklespub.com also
The Rustic Lodge
Danny’s Place, 1102 Linn Street, Sikeston,
Missouri  (573)-471-9984
Jim & Jerry’s Restaurant, Pub & Billiards 336 Vine
St. Poplar Bluff, MO (573) 686-2006
LeeBo’s Road House & Bait Shop - Highway 84 East,
Caruthersville, MO (573)359-4493
Marbles Restaurant and Sport Bar, Bus Hwy 60,
Dexter, MO (573) 624-8662
Mona’s Clymax II - 215 Ward Ave., Caruthersville, MO
(573)333-3003
Scotty’s Sports Bar & Grill - 4802 West Village (PP Hwy. &
Township Line)
Poplar Bluff, MO   (573-686-9300)
The Playdium, (across from Houck Stadium), 1127
Broadway, Cape Girardeau, Missouri   (573) 335-
9830
Players, 632 Broadway, Cape Girardeau, MO
63701 (573) 335-9915

Villa Ridge

Shady Jack’s Saloon & Inn: 3417 Hwy O in Villa

Ridge, MO (636) 451-HOGG

 

Ohio

Toledo

Riders Edge located at 531 Oak St is the place to
go in Toledo, Ohio Phone # is (419) 698-9582..
 

Your establishment or one that you dig on could be

listed here if you tell us about it at

bikerfriendly@thebikinglife.com or call us at (618) 628-

2911.
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Upcoming Events

February

26th 100 MPH-Club Winter Barn Bash :  at the Dutch Hollow Barn on Dutch Hollow Rd, Belleville, IL
music by Dakota $5 donation at the door.
26th Midnight Madness – at Doc’s Harley Davidson 930 S Kirkwood Rd St Louis from noon to midnight
featuring an appearance by Jillian Grace Miss March 2005 and special deals.
26th 27th Wide Open Bike Show at the Wentzville Crossing Expo and Convention Ctr
100 Mall Pkwy Wentzville, MO for more info call (573) 347-2737.

March

4th Rider’s Edge Reunion Gateway to the West Harley Davidson on Lemay Ferry Rd in South County.
4th – 13th Bike Week in Daytona Beach, FL send us a story with pics about your experiences.
5th Dale’s Five Year Anniversary Party at Dale’s Harley Davidson in Mt Vernon IL.
12th Bike Build Off Show Off at Surdyke Harley Davidson in Festus, MO
12th Poker Run sponsored by FORR starts in Caruthersville, MO For more information call Jerry Fowler,
573-695-1785
18th Rider’s Edge Reunion at Surdyke Harley Davidson in Festus, MO
19th Ain’t Spring Yet Party at Gateway to the West Harley Davidson on Lemay Ferry in South County.
20th Biker Sunday at Roxana Church of the Nazarene Route 111, Roxana, Illinois; 10:30 a.m.; blessing
of the Bikes at Roxana Park at 12:30 p.m., free hot dogs, chips and soda; free gift for riding in to bike
blessing
20th St. Louis Ride for Kids 2004 Kick-Off, 1:00-4:00 p.m., Dave Mungenast’s Classic Motorcycle
Museum, 5625 Gravois, St. Louis, for more information call Greg Hoette (636-474-2367)
26th Hartbauer/McBride Memorial Foundation Party and Fundraiser at Skip’s Place too 4401 S
Broadway St. Louis from 11 to 4 bike aprking will be provided.

26th Leather and Lace sponsored by FORR Local 42 Pacific Eagles Hall 707 W Congress Pacific, MO
tickets $10/person in advance or $15 person/ $25 couple at the door music by Outtaline from 7 to Midnight.

April

3rd – A.B.A.T.E. Swap Meet and Bike Show: at Gateway Conv Ctr off I-70 exit 11 north to Fronatge Rd
West Collinsville, IL.
10th B & G Swap Meet – Belle-Clair fairgrounds in Belleville, IL day long event featuring bike shows and
vendors from throughout the Midwest.
23rd – 24th Hogdaddys Bike Expo and Swap Meet - John A. Arnold Arena, Union County Fairgrounds
Sturgis, KY For more info, check out our website at www.hogrock.com or call 1(866)HOGROCK.
If your club or organization has an upcoming event you would like listed here please

contact Jim Furey at (618) 531-0432 or at events@thebikinglife.com.

The farmers wife Amy, a “blonde “city girl, marries a farmer. One morning, on his way out to the fields, the
farmer says to Amy, “The artificial insemination man is coming over to impregnate one of our cows today. I
drove a nail into the two-by-four just above the cow’s stall in the barn. You show him where the cow is
when he gets here, okay?”
So the farmer leaves for the fields. After a while, the artificial insemination man arrives and knocks on the
front door. Amy takes him down the barn. They walk along long row of cows and when she sees the nail,
she tells him, “This is the one. This one right here.”
Terribly impressed by what he seemed to think just might be another dizzy blonde, the man asks, “How did
you know this is the cow to be bred?”
“That’s simple. By the nail over its stall,” Amy explains. Then the man asks, “What’s the nail for?”
“I guess it’s to hang your pants on,” she tells him as she walks away.

If you hear a good joke send it to us at jokes@thebikinglife.com

Joke of the Month
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Bike of the Month

You may have seen this bike on the road. This eagle themed

bike belongs to Steve Schaffel of Saint Louis County. From

license plate to wheels, the Harley 1998 Heritage Classic

softail has been changed from a leather bagger to a

streamlined cruiser. Over the past 4 years Steve has added

some features like the Xtreme Wheels, eagle talon

Kickstand and pegs along with eagle gas caps. Steve and

his friends, Bob O’Connor and John Schroeder added the

Ness “Taildragger” Fenders and six gallon tank along with

the dash. Getting the back fender on was no easy task as

we found that the tire had to be removed to fit the fender.

We cut the struts to fit the bike to allow a clean look. The

shorter Vance and Hines Pipes give the bike a smoother

look too. After the parts were assembled and then taken

apart, Steve sent the components to Darren Williams at

Liquid Illusions of Saint Louis; who created a marble

looking cloud and purple lightning theme. The paint job

was fantastic and cooler than I expected. After traveling to

Sturgis and Las Vegas the last 3 years and last summer to

Toronto Canada, Niagara Falls, NY City, Atlantic City and

Virginia Beach, Steve spent the rest of the summer riding

with his friends all over Illinois and Missouri. Cold weather

has cut into the riding time but Daytona Bikeweek is just

around the corner.   See you on the road soon.
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Training Wheels

by ‘The Anonnymous One’

“Wow!,” the kid hanging onto his grandmother’s arm thinks.

The boy sees a big, loud, shiny machine riding across the

railroad crossing as the crossing arms come down and the

bells ring, announcing the coming train. The rider is going

to beat the train and bounces across the tracks moments

before a passenger train whizzes through.

“That’s cool!,” the kid says, and grandma holds him tighter.

“Those things are dangerous,” she says in that practiced,

loving voice that only a grandma can have. “But grandma,

didn’t you see that?” he asks, looking around her to get a

last glimpse of the shiny marvel. “Yes, I did. He raced that

train and nearly killed himself. He’s crazy,” grandma replies

in her sternest voice.

Out of nowhere, the boy hears the rumble of more of the

machines. Looking to his right he sees a whole line of them

parked, rear wheels to the curb, gleaming in the sunlight.

One next to another, tall chrome bars sticking up above the

back wheels. A black one, a blue one, a gold one with shiny

flakes in the paint, looking like the guitar he saw in the

music store window. The sign above the building says

“Paul’s Sweet Shop.” The kid makes a mental note of this

place and walks the rest of the way home with his

grandmother. As he walks, he thinks about how the guy on

that machine crossing the train tracks bounced with the

machine as though he were a part of it. He wonders how

the rider could hold onto it with the handlebars so high up

in the air and remembers how cool it sounded and how he

could feel it as it rumbled by.

The rest of that night all he could do was dream of those

machines; little did he know how much it would affect the

rest of his life. The adventures that lie ahead of him and all

the experiences he would have. The solace only solo cross-

country rides can bring, the release of tension, the feeling

of freedom, the peace a person has when mind and machine

become one. If only he knew, this little boy.

******

“Mom, I want to go to Paul’s Sweet Shop!,” said the kid,

with a straight face on the outside and a big wide grin on

the inside. “No! You stay away from that place, do you

hear me?,” barked mom, with that all-knowing voice of

hers. “But they have great ice cream,” the boy replies,

knowing that ice cream is the last thing he wants to have at

Paul’s.

“I said no! Those people are doing bad things, and if I catch

you there you’re grounded! Do you understand me?,” mom

replies. “Yes, mom,” the kid answers, knowing full well

he’ll go there at the first chance he gets.

All day long, while sitting in his grade school class, he

dreams about those machines. If mom says “No huh,” it

must be fun. This thought rolls around in his head all day,

and the kid goes straight down to Paul’s Sweet Shop as

soon as school is over. There they are again! Those cool-

looking, loud bikes!

“Hey kid, do ya want to sit on that thing?” The boy picks

up this loud, low voice from way above him, looks up, and

swallows hard. “Do ya want to sit on that thing, kid?” Once

again, all the little guy could do was look up. For a split

second, he just about wets himself. Then, out of his mouth

comes “Yes!”

In a flash a huge arm, full of colorful tattoos, lifts the boy

up in the air and puts him down right on top of the black

motorcycle. “Now, watch out for the hot pipes, okay?,”

comes the deep voice. The kid barely hears the guy. “What

are pipes?” is the only thing he can say. “These things,” the

giant of a man replies as he points down to the hottest,

shiniest part of the bike. “You’ll get burnt if you touch

them,” the guy says, winking at the little boy. “All right,”

the kid answers.

“What the hell are you doing, Jim?,” a delicious-sounding

voice from inside Paul’s Sweet Shop asks. The kid hears

the voice, turns around, and his eyes get as big as basketballs

and his jaw drops wide open. What he sees is the prettiest

yellow-haired girl he has ever seen. Thinking back to the

time he took dad’s Playboy magazine and comparing what

was in front of him now, he knew, deep down, that he was

home.

“It’s okay, doll. Look at the little guy’s face, he loves it.

And did you see how he looked at you? We’ve got a little

biker in the making here,” answers the deep voice. The girl

just shakes her head, turns around, and goes back into the

Sweet Shop.

Something deep inside the boy awoke that day. He didn’t

know exactly what it was, but it was definitely something.

Maybe it was the way that big bike smelled—the oily scent

of the hot pipes. It might have been the way the saddle fit

him, or how his legs draped around the sides of the bike. It

could have been that pretty blonde girl, who had been

wearing those big bell-bottom pants and little of anything

else. Finally, maybe it was the way that the people in the

cars that drove by Paul’s Sweet Shop were looking at him

on top of the huge, long, low motorcycle. All the kid knew

was that on that day something changed inside him. What

he didn’t know yet was just how much he would be changed.

Another example of the talent of our readers.
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Easyriders Bike Show Highlights Regional Talent

by Sherilou Whitehead

Who would have believed that the date for the

Easyriders Bike Show was February 5, and the weather

was warm enough to ride to the Cook Convention

Center in downtown Memphis? As I drove down with

my friend Jan from F.O.R.R. Local 32 in

Caruthersville, Missouri, we saw plenty of riders

heading south for the show, one of a number of national

shows that Easyriders sponsors. Plenty of people were

already there when we arrived, and more kept coming

in. According to those who attended last year’s show,

this one was bigger and better than ever before. At

one time the crowd was so dense that it was a feat to

get anywhere. There were riders and groups from

Missouri, Arkansas, Tennessee, and Kentucky, and the

entries in the judged and spectator bike shows were

from every part of the country. Entertainment was

provided by Blackberry Smoke from South Carolina.

Also performing were the Purrfect Angelz—these gals

were great, and sure knew how to dance. Needless to

say, the guys really enjoyed them, and even us girls

were impressed with their moves. There were plenty

of vendors, more beautiful bikes than you can dream

of, and lots of people to chat with.

As we entered the lobby, the first thing we saw was a

memorial to Indian Larry, a fitting tribute to one of the

greats. It took us most of the day to make the rounds

of all the vendors, with stops in between for the shows,

door prize drawings, and food and beer, of course! I

couldn’t even begin to guess how many bikes were

there, and didn’t try to count; I was just too busy

looking at all of them.

The greatest thing that happened was when the winners

were announced for the judged bike show, and third

place was given to a local bike builder from

Caruthersville named B.J. Gatewood. He owns and

operates Gatewood Customs in Caruthersville and is

only in his mid-twenties, yet this is already his fifth

custom build. He, like Mike Ballew, does most of his

own fabrication and work, and it’s amazing what these

young fellas are doing. There must be something in

the water down here—we have two young men

building custom bikes and winning at the shows, and

I’m sure that both of these builders are just getting

started on what they are capable of. I had already

become acquainted with B.J. and visited his shop,

which is located on Highway 84 just outside of

Caruthersville. It’s a very well stocked parts store, with

a full line of leather and accessories. The award-

winning bike has been displayed in the store for a

while, and is also for sale. For those of you who are

interested, or would just like to know more about B.J.

and his shop, go to www.gatewoodcustoms.com. You

also might want to ride down and visit B.J. While

you’re there, be sure to stop next door for a cold one at

his brother LeeBo’s Roadhouse: these are some really

friendly guys who love to ride and talk motorcycles. I

hope to be doing an interview with B.J. in the future,

and rumor has it he’s adding on to his present shop.

I’m sure we’ll have a Grand Opening to celebrate soon.
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Thanks, Easyriders—it was a great show, we all had a

great time, and we can’t wait until next year. Hope to

see you there!

The Brick Bistro
7590 Watson Road
St. Louis, MO 63119

(314) 961-9112

Check out our

Lunch Specials,

Happy Hours

Mon - Fri from

3 - 7

We also feature

Live Jazz and

Blues Bands

every Friday

and Saturday

Nights

Have your next

party here!!



New SEMO Field Events Location

Hey, have you heard? The SEMO Run What Ya

Brung Field Events are moving this year. The

events, which used to be held near Appleton,

Missouri, are moving to a campground on the Black

River, just outside the Mark Twain National Forest

and a stone’s throw from Johnson Shut-Ins. On May

21 and 22, take Highway 49 a few miles west of

Centerville—once you get near the site, you’ll see

the signs.

The El Forestero Motorcycle Club, which hosts this

annual event, is really excited about the new setup.

The new site has 110 acres of flat ground near the

river. The weekend will be pretty much the same as

always—field events, wet t-shirt contests, vendors,

food and beer, and, of course, live music. However,

there will also be a video monitor set up so that

everyone can check out the music and the other

events happening on stage without having to be right

on top of it. The site is between Lesterville and

Centerville, and you can get there by cruising out on

Highways 21/72 or 49. In addition to camping being

available on site, there are hotels and restaurants

nearby for less adventurous folks. This is going to be

the same great event as always; only the site has

changed. Make plans now to attend. Any vendors

that are interested in setting up at the site can contact

Mike at (618) 436-1483 for more information.
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Killer Thoughts

Hello readers it is once again I the scribe of the roadways

answering age old questions and passing on bull pucky

as advice. First of all I want to say sorry for anyone one

or events that was suppose to have pictures in the past

issues in my columns that didn’t. I was having a beer at

one of my favorite water holes when someone was

commenting on this fine rag and stating that we need to

cover more of a different spectrum of motorcycling and

on this I agree, they also must remember that the

spectrum that we cover right now pays the bills so you

have to balance that out. To this end and since I ride a

German Motor I will take it upon myself to bring more of

an open, wider view to this fine read. Now on the other

subject that was versed a friend of mine was thinking

about buying a newer bike at a dealer that was offering

steals on left over models. He was thinking about buying

a Suzuki 1400 Intruder ,a fine bike ,with the exception of

an extremely painful back seat(or so I have been told )

and he was wondering ,or looking for my approval, or

asking a rhetorical question in general if I thought this

bike would make a nice chopper. I told him first to look

at as many custom and chopper mags as he could find

and decide on a style he wanted to do, and then go for it.

I mean why not? Hell the original Intruder 700 was

styled in part by Arlen Ness so it does have a pedigree,

see this is what I think hangs a lot of people up from

taking a “other” bike and doing funky nasty things to it ,

while certain brands have been ordained to be the chosen

cool ones others have been set aside as not worthy, this

isn’t a new ideal ,in fact it started even before the Asian

vs. HD wars with the British vs. HD wars in the 50’s and

60’s .Cool cats like Steve McQueen rode Triumphs and

Outlaws rode HDs until they both untied under the

banner of must get the Asian bike hordes . Of course we

all know that old farts like me ride Beemers that can’t

possibly be chopped (at least not successfully) .I look at

it like this ,that if the Asian factories can see the irony

that they are now producing and selling in mass the style

of bikes that their riders use to ridicule for being “farm

tractors” then why shouldn’t riders out there take the well

proven technology and reliability of these manufacturers

and build their own personal dream bike on this basis, as

long as they remember it is your dream and that may not

personally jive with some people who may have a

narrower scope than you, or as long as you do it because

you love the bike not using the excuse “until I can get a

Harley or any other brand “ if you are going to use that

line then in this writers humble opinion ride it like it is

“more or less” save your bucks and build your dream on

what basis you think it should be built on . With that

thought I am going to get an ice tea and go down the

road, see you there. Killer



Tattoo of the MonthTattoo of the MonthTattoo of the MonthTattoo of the MonthTattoo of the Month

This month’s tattoo was submitted by Mike Pagano.

This sharp piece of body art was done by Clark Medley

from the Ink Well in Fairview Heights, Illinois. The

Ink Well has a very good reputation, and this nice tat

certainly won’t do anything to harm that. Mike says

his tattoo is a tribute to our soldiers and especially to

his father, who served three tours in Vietnam and thus

is a true American hero in my book. His name is

Michael Pagano, and he rides for the Vietnam Vets

MC out of Lawton, Oklahoma.

We are always on the lookout for sharp ink, so if you

have one you think is worthy or know someone who

does, or if you’ve done one you think should be

featured here, please send it to us at

tats@thebikinglife.com.






