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Letter from the Editor
by Jim Furey
I was remiss last month for not
thanking Linda and Glenn
Jacobs for their story on the
Hogs on the High Seas cruise.
I really appreciate them doing
that for me and I’m not sure
how it affected the rest of you,
but seeing that warm weather
climate buoyed my spirits. I
owe the same thanks to Dan
Delcour who sent in the piece
on the Run in the Springfield, MO area, this was a run to
benefit the family of a fallen state trooper.
I have recently renewed my membership in
A.B.A.T.E. All of you who ride, no matter what type or
brand of motorcycle you ride should be a member of either
A.B.A.T.E. or F.O.R.R. as these are the organizations that
work to protect all motorcyclists’ rights. These days the
government and certain groups are constantly trying to take
our rights away and by supporting these groups you help
them fight the fight for all of us. Many of the local chapters
for these organizations have their meetings listed in this
magazine. Please check out those listings, find one in your
area and just attend one of their meetings. You will be
surprised at all they do.
Speaking of rights and things of that nature, in this
issue we are reprinting with Iron Works magazine’s
permission an opinion piece written by Dain Gingerelli on
the new EPA regulation. What he wrote makes a lot of sense.
Check it out; this is exactly the type of thing the Motorcycle
Rights Organizations mentioned above fight against.
This month brings us a whole bevy of new
advertisers. Please show them the same support as the ones
that have been in here already supporting the riding
community. One ad in particular to check out is Jody’s in
Highland, IL. Read the ad closely; it will certainly benefit
you.
I thought, and so did Joy, that winter would be a
slow time; that there wouldn’t be many events to get to,
but boy were we wrong. There is always something going
on and I thank all those who help keep me posted on the
where and whens. The schedule is pretty full again for this
month and then starting in April it is on. March is going to
bring us the first bike show of the year at TJ’s Bar and Grill
in Pevely, MO, and later in the month the Outlanders Club
will be hosting the first Bike Blessing of the year. Yes, spring
is finally here at last and there will be lots of opportunities
to enjoy riding our scoots. Until next time, have fun, be
good and keep the shiny side up.
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Fallen Hero Tribute Bike
by Jim Furey
This past February 4th, I made a trip to Mt. Vernon, IL. I
usually enjoy any visit to Mt. Vernon because it gives me
an opportunity to see the readers from that area. This though
was a more somber trip; Dale’s Harley Davidson was going
to unveil their entry in the Bi-State Bike Build-Off. The
bike had been intended to honor all veterans, but then a
tragedy occurred to one of that area’s own. Marine Lance
Corporal Jonathan Kyle Price, was struck down while
serving valiantly in Iraq.

Lance Cpl. Price was killed Friday January 13th, as a result
of enemy small arms fire while conducting combat
operations against enemy forces in Ar Ramadi, Iraq. Price
was assigned to 3rd Battalion, 10th Marine Regiment, 2nd
Marine Division, II Marine Expeditionary Force based in
Camp Lejeune, N.C. Kyle was a member of the Woodlawn
High School Class of 2004. It seems as if everyone that
came into contact with him was better for it. In doing
research for this article everyone spoke glowingly of him
and I know he is greatly missed.
Lance Cpl. Price’s parents, John and Cheryl Hunsell, were
on hand, as was Kyle’s fiancée, Brea Tate, who is expecting
the birth of their child. Many members of the local riding
community as well as other family members and friends
were in attendance. In speaking with John Hunsell, he told
me that the support of the community had helped him and
Cheryl to get through this difficult time. John went on to
say that the air just went out of him the day he saw the
Marine Staff Sergeant approaching his home. He knew he
wasn’t bearing good news, but that John said he was glad
he a while to compose himself before he told Cheryl the
awful news. I knew that the Patriot Guard Riders had
attended Kyle’s funeral and asked Mr. Hunsell about that.
He said the family was very grateful that they came, and

that they did a great job in helping them to honor their son.
In fact, John rode with the Patriot Guard Riders. I ask that
all of you keep this family in your prayers as they try to put
their lives back together.
The bike that the team from Dale’s had customized is
awesome and is pictured on the front cover as well as here.
Fittingly enough, the team consisted of Vietnam Veteran,
Cliff Kellam; Desert Storm Veteran, Chopper Chuck; and
Jim Rathe one of the dealership’s techs. This sharp looking
scoot began its life as an ’06 Softail Standard, to which a
Baker 300 tire kit was added. It has a 6-speed transmission
and the paint was done by Mike Lee of Fairfield, IL. The
pegs and grips were made from 30 mm rounds, and the
bolt covers are shell casings that were cut to fit. Chopper
Chuck fabricated the hand grenade turn signals and the
custom one off wheels were created by another local
craftsman, Jeremy Farny.
A fundraiser for Kyle’s family was held in conjunction with
the unveiling of this tribute to all fallen soldiers. Rebecca
Waterkotte, general manager of Dale’s Harley Davidson,
said “After hearing the news of Kyle’s death and knowing
the circumstances… how he was due to arrive home soon
and that he was leaving behind a fiancé and new baby…
we all wanted to do whatever we could for his family.”
Rebecca went on to say that this fundraiser only works if
we have the support of the riding community. She is right,
Dale’s is always going beyond the call to help a good cause,
but they cannot do it alone. If there is something you can
do to help this family, please contact Dale’s HarleyDavidson (618) 244 – 4116 and let them know you want
to help out the family of an American hero.
The event was covered by the local newspaper as well as
by Jeff Lea of KMOV TV. The tribute bike will be on
display at numerous events throughout the coming
months,so watch our schedule for events at Dale’s,
Gateway to the West and Surdyke’s Harley-Davidson
for your opportunity to see this rolling memorial.
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News and Notes From Around the Lake
by Dennis “Henbo” Henley”

and others who are still slaving: the only requirements are
to have fun and enjoy riding.

Noble Eagles…Eldon, Missouri

There is a poker run coming up on the first or second Sunday
of April that will start at Buzzard McGee’s bar in Eldon
and end up at the Camp Bagnell Fish House, with stops
throughout the Lake area. Be sure to stay for music and
fun after the run on the deck outside; it’ll be a good start to
the local riding season. Call activity director Rich Caine at
573-392-1312 or the Hotline at 573-392-3497 for more
details.

On a nice Sunday in January, I took a little ride over to
Eldon, Missouri, to check out the meeting house for the
Noble Eagles. I haven’t been to a lot of clubhouses or
organizations of riders who have their own place, but I must
say, these guys have a great little setup. Donated by a local
family that owns the house and surrounding property, this
old two-story house has a bar, fridge, couches, and TVs
scattered about. Rally flags and posters decorate the walls
of the meeting house, which is set up basically as a place to
meet, have a few, or just get away from the old lady. The
Noble Eagles have scrapbooks of pictures from their travels,
and a board behind the bar shows all the stuff they have
planned for the coming riding season...and they get good
participation.
The Noble Eagles formed about 3 years ago to provide
community service around Eldon. They provide
scholarships for high school students, benefit local charities,
clean up run-down park facilities, and help out around town
as needed. The Noble Eagles even provided transportation
for some WWII vets to see the WWII Memorial in
Washington, D.C. That is pretty cool, since my dad was a
vet and saw action in the European Theater out of the
windows of a bomber. He would have appreciated that. The
WWII vets are dying daily, and there are not a lot of
members of the greatest generation left to thank.
Some of the upcoming scheduled rides are Daytona, west
Grand Canyon, Little Sturgis (this one is for me),
Fayetteville, and Sturgis. Judging by some of the group’s
pictures, it looks like they have fun, and they always invite
others who want to hook up with them to give them a call.
The more, the merrier. The guys are a mix of retired folks

News and Notes
Despite the sign change at Biker’s Alley, they are still there
and selling Vengeance bikes. The business has expanded
to sell auto, truck, and marine supplies, but the deals on
those new Vengeance bikes are still on the table. Make Frank
an offer he can’t refuse.
Another stop along the way this month is Kula Bay. Riding
on Highway 5 just north of the Hurricane Deck bridge, just
follow the sign down to the water. It’s one of the few
waterside bars and restaurants that’s open all year. This
place has it all—music on weekends, food, a good view, a
great bartender (Candy), and a good place to hang out after
a ride or anytime. The road off the highway has some gravel,
but it’s very negotiable, and after that it’s blacktop to the
door. Kula Bay is laid back and gets a good mix of locals
and weekenders. Owners Paul and Lynn host charity events
throughout the year and are always helping out groups such
as Habitat for Humanity and the Ronald McDonald House.
Kula Bay is one of my favorite spots, along with Buckshots,
The Rail, The Rock, and The Legion Hall below the Dam.
They are all biker friendly, and they specialize in good
people, no obnoxious tourists, cold brew, and good food at
good prices.
By the time you read this issue, the bike show at Wentzville,
Missouri, may be over. However, if you get there on time,
come by The Biking Life booth. At the show, you’ll also be
able to check out some cool rides from the gang at Custom
Motorcycle Creations and Cutting Edge Cycles (in St.
Charles).

If you are from out of town and are looking for some good
food and brew in St. Charles (which is not far east from
Wentzville on I-70), go by Show-Me’s for some ice-cold
beverages and the best chicken wings in town. This great
place is on the south outer road of I-70 between the Zumbehl
and Highway 94 exits.
LAKE AREA RIDERS AND BUSINESSESS: If you have
an upcoming event (April or later) and you want to get the
word out or sell your product to the biking community, call
or e-mail us. We can provide you with a listing in the events
calendar, or you can take advantage of our great rates to
place the ad of your design for Missouri and Southern
Illinois riders to see. Call Jim or I at the magazine for Lake
of the Ozarks area or St. Charles coverage. I will come
meet you to discuss your ad. Lake area riders now look to
The Biking Life for the latest upcoming events and rides.
We’re starting our third year at the Lake, with magazines
available at more than 25 local businesses, as well as online
at www.thebikinglife.com.

Remember scenes like this from last summer
well those days are almost here again and not a
minute too soon.
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Ride with Pride
Patrick “Trick” Lowth
The Fat Boys
thefatboys@charter.net

I would like to thank Jim Furey and The Biking Life for
assisting me in putting the word out about a new ride starting
up on March 19. My name is Patrick Lowth, but my friends
all call me Trick (short for Pa-trick). I sell Harleys over at
Doc’s Harley-Davidson in St. Louis and, like many of you
out there, I share a love for a certain Softail motorcycle
designed and built by Harley-Davidson—the “Fat Boy”!
Selling this fine American product gives me great joy, but
owning a Fat Boy and riding it every day is just about the
proudest feeling a guy or girl could have. I brag to everyone
that as a Fat Boy owner, I “Ride with Pride.” With that
being said, I have put together a ride for all of you proud
Fat Boy owners out there. We will kick off the “Ride with
Pride” monthly get-together on Sunday, March 19, at Doc’s
Harley-Davidson.
All Fat Boy owners are welcome. If you ride a Fat Boy
(motorcycles only, now), come share the enthusiasm with
your fellow Fat Boy owners! We will meet at Doc’s from
11:00 AM until 1:00 PM, and then take a nice ride to Fast
Eddies in Alton, Illinois, for lunch. Especially for this first
ride, I am trying to get riders to supply me with their names/
addresses/numbers so I can establish a Fat Boy member
mail list to update our riders on future rides and events!
So, if you decide to roll with the Fat Boys on March 19,
please ask for me, Trick, so I can take down your basic
information. There are no fees…when we reach Fast Eddies,
stop and eat, or stay in your seat, and ride! And don’t forget
to “Ride with Pride.”

11

I Have Been Bitten By The Riding Bug
by Linda Austin

now have the proper rain gear and also have a heated
vest and gloves so I can ride in cold weather.
I have been to places I always dreamed about and never
thought I would see. I have been to Wisconsin, have
rode in Colorado, and have been to the Smokey
Mountains and several places in Arkansas. I make as
many of the local rides as I can.
When the 2005 Harley-Davidsons came out, I was
mesmerized by the nostalgia bikes. At the Doc’s
Harley-Davidson 50th Anniversary party, I could not
get away from one special black and white Deluxe.
Yes, I traded my Low Rider for my 2005 Deluxe.
Imagine how surprised I was when I went home and
found the picture of Dad and Mom next to their new
1959 Harley. Except for the colors, our bikes are
identical.

I waited 40 years to begin the greatest ride of my life.
I grew up riding bikes behind my Dad, often helping
him do maintenance. We even spent one cold winter
putting a bike together that he brought home in five
(5) bushel baskets. This experience was helpful, as I
am once again learning to change my oils and do minor
maintenance to my bike (with the owner’s manual at
my fingertips).
I asked for a bike for my 16th birthday. I was turned
down, because my Mother did not approve of nor want
me riding. In June of 2003, 1 month after my 56th
birthday, I finally got my first bike. I spent the first
150 miles in my neighborhood—going around the
block, learning to do turns and starts and stops—before
progressing to group rides. Within 3 months, I knew I
wanted a Harley, so in September of 2003 (while on
my way to the Missouri State HOG Rally in Kansas
City) I traded for my 2003 100-year anniversary Low
Rider.

Since June of 2003, I have ridden almost 29,000 miles.
I belong to the Kirkwood HOG Chapter and FORR. I
have my father’s love of bikes and am hopeful that
one of my granddaughters will carry on the tradition
of riding. The wind in your face, the freedom, and the
sunshine are things everyone should experience. The
friendship of my fellow bikers, the rides, and the events
are all very important to me. I have found the large
family I have always dreamed of and wanted.

In the past 2 years I’ve learned to ride in weather I
didn’t think was possible to ride in. On my first long
trip (a Kirkwood HOG 5-day Hub Ride to Wisconsin),
I left my house by myself in a torrential downpour. At
the time I was not too rain savvy and arrived at our
departure site with plastic bags on my feet. My friends Our Thanks to Linda for sharing with us
were very helpful (laughing at me all the while) in The Biking Life is looking for more stories
explaining what gear I needed to ride in the rain. I featuring women who ride and their bikes. If
you are interested in sending something in
please do to women@thebikinglife.com.
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The Biking Life Interview: Mike Lazano
by Jim Furey

the national press, but it’s good to have these local
magazines.”
“With the U.S. National and the Springfield Mile,
it’s hard just to get an event on the schedule.
Coming back has been great for business and it’s
fun to be here for AHDRA.” Mike said he would
have loved to run at night at Gateway, noting that
it might have been cooler for the spectators.
TBL: Does the crowd make a difference in your
performance?
ML: No, I don’t look at the crowd that much. I
don’t have the fan base here that I did with
NHRA.
TBL: Did you run both sides of the track?
ML: Yes. The left lane was better—NHRA cars
were tested earlier last week. You can have
trouble getting enough rubber on the track. The
lane choice will be important tomorrow.

Mike Lazano and crew arrived Friday, September 1,
2005, at Gateway International Raceway after a long trip
from Portland. We at The Biking Life appreciate his
sitting down and talking with us following the heats on
Saturday, during which he finished as the #1 qualifier.
When asked, Mike said that he doesn’t run the bike much
unless he’s on the track racing. It’s too easy to throw a
part and be out of the running. Instead, he inspects the
track and makes adjustments based on it.
Prior to a race, Mike’s wife Connie “reads” the track and
picks a spot for him to start. Mike said, “My wife is
probably one of the best at ‘reading’ the track. The rider
picks the goal at the end and guides himself that way
down the track. You don’t want to move the bike around
a lot.”
This is Mike’s first year running ProGas. “It’s a lot of
fun; the people are fun to race with, like family.” Mike
said he plans to stay in ProGas because it’s a “pretty
wide open class.” He appreciated the wide variety of
bikes and said it has everything from A to Z.
TBL: Do customers like it when you beat them?
ML: Yes and no, it reflects on your abilities. I race the
track rather than the other guy. If I’m racing alone, I
make sure I’m really ready to go.
Referring to this interview, Mike said, “This kind of stuff
is fun; it’s important that the local facet is out there. All
areas need these kinds of magazines. Recaps are fine for

Mike shared bit of his history. He began as a car racer
when he was younger. “I was just hanging out with the
guys at Alamo City and next thing I knew I had a bike. I
started out with a hot rod speed bike and then built a little
modified bike and won the championship.”
Mike still has a shop with his brother and son. His
brothers don’t get to come to the bike races because they
travel so much with V-8 engines.
TBL: Have you transferred any technology from cars to
bikes?
ML: Oh yes, and we were very proud we were able to
bring more technology.
Mike said his current bike was built for NHRA. “I’m not
much for having a gaudy bike; I prefer a nice clean bike.
I haven’t ridden more than a quarter mile in 4 or 5
years.”
Saturday’s ET was 7.70 seconds and 175 miles per hour.
Mike said his bike can go from 0 to 100 mph in 1.1
seconds and reaches 2.5 g’s at times. All this information
can be read on the bike following the run.
TBL: Do you make any money racing?
ML: Yes, Connie and I have good sponsors. (Mike’s
sponsors are Alamo City Harley-Davidson, Red Line Oil,
and Mike Romines.)
TBL: Do you shoot tire temperature?
ML: Yes, Connie does that.
TBL: Should the tires be a certain temperature?

ML: Yes, they can overheat—the main thing is that they
should be the same every time. The tires last about 8 to
12 runs, which is about two races, sometimes a little
more.
TBL: You’re not a real young guy any more—do you
think your reaction times have slipped any?
ML: No. Sports medicine has learned that is not true;
there’s no measurable difference. I practice and meditate
to clear my brain so my reaction is no slower than an 18year-old. Breathing is important and through [practicing]
my wife’s yoga, I think my reaction time is better than it
was 25 years ago. With these bikes, you don’t go up and
guess anything; these bikes are too fast.

home of the hottest bartenders
and the coldest beer
get your tail(gator) here
this is a great appetizer
tues 11 - 7 $1.75 longnecks
Happy hour 4 -7 mon - fri
appetizer specials 5 - 7 mon - fri
keno and lottery available
texas hold’em saturdays
at 12, 3 and 6 PM
karaoke fri and sat at 9 Pm

After a break at home near San Antonio, Texas, Mike
planned to race at the finals on the East Coast in
Rockingham and then on to Las Vegas. Next year, Mike
intends to run the series.
Since this interview was done we are proud to announce
that Mike was the Pro Gas Champion for the 2005
season. I would like to thank Buddy Bergmier, who is in
the picture of Mike’s crew, for setting this up for us and
Mike Lozano for taking the time to talk to us. I wish
them both much success in the years ahead.
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The Blue One
By Jim Furey
The publishers of this magazine give a big congratulatory
shout to Kevin Post for his recent First Place Best of
Show Bike win at the Wide Open Kansas City Show.
This bike was built by the good folks at Cutting Edge
Cycles. Since bursting on the local scene a couple of
years ago along with his colleague Randy McClure, Mark
and his staff at Cutting Edge Cycles have been turning
out some great looking pieces. It started with their DualTail design that will convert a stock ride into a mean
looking hardtail for bar hopping, and in only 15 minutes

can be converted to a softail for a fun-filled day of
cruising.
That creation is patent pending and pretty heady stuff in
its own right. However, these guys weren’t finished with
their design work. No, not by along shot— they turned
their attention to bars and foot controls. They are the
slickest controls on the market. The internal twist clutch
is the smoothest operating one I have seen. Yes, I’ve
checked out Russ Mitchell’s Exile Twist Clutch and it
seems balky compared with this design.
But back to the bike, it is aptly named “The Blue One.”
The bike is built on a 2005 War Eagle Extreme frame that
features 7 degrees of rake, and a stretch of 5 degrees out
and 0 up. This bad motor scooter is powered by a 124 S
& S engine, featuring an S & S Super G carb, D & M Air

Cleaner and Martin Bros. Exhaust. The fenders are both
Fat Katz and have been modified by CEC. The gas tank
was created by CEC, and the oil tank in a CEC-modified
War Eagle design. It goes without saying that the foot
controls are Cutting Edge Cycles originals. One of the
true eye-catching elements of this bike is the suspension
in front; they used a Mean Streets set up. The rear is
manufactured by Air Ride Technologies and will ease
this machine to the ground. Featuring a 250 Avon rear
tire, this bike uses Hawg Halter Calipers and Weld rotors
to bring it to a halt.

The final touch to “The Blue One” is the Blue Chrome
paint, the painter of the bike was Mark Siddle. Mark did
such a great job that when the paint manufacturer saw the
bike he said somebody finally used our paint correctly
and the results show. The sleek lines and clean look make
this a modern day classic. Mark and Randy run a full
service shop, but their passion lies in creating bikes and
controls that truly standout. “The Blue One” will be in
the show at Wentzville at the end of February; stop by
and check it out there. Or if you can’t make it there, you
can usually see Kevin’s mean machine at their shop,
1889-B Old Hwy. 94 S, St. Charles, MO or give them a
call (636)946-2328.
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Free Illinois Support Party Puts the Spotlight on
Brotherhood
by William “Killer” Miller
A brother downed is a bad thing, whether it is by
accident or illness. However, one of the worst ways is
when it happens due to circumstances beyond his
control, like when the dreaded RICO Act or PATRIOT
Act (don’t get me started on that one) is used to put
normal citizens in jail just because of whom they
associate with. I love my country, but I ain’t a real big
fan of my government. The Man hates it when anyone
has too much freedom, so as bikers we must all stand
together and support each other because we all know no
one else will.
That’s why I was at Blondies on a cold, wet January
night to support the Illinois 81 Nomads and their fundraiser for their legal defense fund. The Nomads had a real
good turnout, with brothers from as far away as
Philadelphia; Indianapolis; Rockford, Illinois; and a few
of the southern states showing up. In addition, the Road
Rebels, the 100 mph club, the Bush pilots, the Tribe of
Judah, and a group of loyal independents were all there
to bask in the brotherhood. The band Steel City rocked
the rafters of the joint, and as always the food was good
and the beer cold. Some cool stuff was auctioned off,
including some neat Hell’s Angels Forever posters and a
really cool clock (I got a new t-shirt). All in all, a good
time was had by all: beer, food, music, and brotherhood
ruled the night, as it should and always shall be.
Remember, BELIEVE…and freedom is only free if you
put up the fight to keep it that way.

Retraction/Clarification
In the story last month “Here’s a Hog That Will Make You Go
hmmm” there was an error. The text stated that Iron Hog
Cycles was selling new Harley Davidson motorcycles. New
Harley Davidsons can only be sold by an authorized Harley
Davidson dealer. The following was sent to me by Harley
Davidson “Iron Hog Cycles is not an authorized HarleyDavidson dealership. Under Missouri law, therefore, Iron Hog
Cycles cannot claim to sell new Harley-Davidson® motorcycles. While this may sound like legal hair-splitting, consumers need to know that for the same reason, Iron Hog cannot
offer Harley-Davidson® motorcycles with a full, two-year
factory warranty as claimed in their ad. The warranty clock
starts running when Iron Hog takes title (as it is also required
by Missouri law to do for any bike it offers for sale). In fact,
under certain circumstances, it is possible that no warranty
would be available on the Harley-Davidson® bikes sold by
Iron Hog. Prospective new-bike purchasers need to be
aware that the only way to get the full factory warranty
on new Harley-Davidson® motorcycles is to purchase
from an authorized Harley-Davidson dealership.“
”

Tattoos
The two groups of people that have the most tattoos
are college kids and bikers. Growing up, my uncles and
my dad’s friends that had tattoos where ex-navy men. Now
I know more people with tattoos than people that don’t.

Brown, (217) 629-8938, vdBrown77@aol.com. Our
Missouri CMA website address is: http://cmascr4.org/MO/
GOODNEWSRIDERS

Jim Waters, President - Good News Riders, St. Louis, MO
Tattoos are referred to as body art. Tattoos can be
very expensive and it’s painful to have a tattoo put on. At
our last ABATE State Rally, I had breakfast with a tattoo
artist and had a chance to ask a few questions about tattoos.
Tom had been doing tattoos for over 20 years. I asked him
if a tattoo could be removed and he said “No, they are
permanent.” The ink penetrates the pigments of the skin
and is almost impossible to remove without plastic surgery.
Tom said all tattoos will deteriorate and the ink colors then
run together and they become one dark spot. Tom
encourages someone, when choosing a tattoo, to choose
one that can be copied over and touched up.
Sin in our life is a lot like tattoos. When it first
comes into our life, it is fun and a form of art by the world’s
most famous artist - Satan. The artist puts his mark on us
and as the sin progresses, it gets expensive and painful.
Like the beautiful tattoo that was new and fresh, it too
becomes dark and faded; so Satan comes along and touches
up the sin and the old sin becomes new and fresh. But it
does not last long either; with each new sin, it goes deeper
into our life and soul. The sins of life cause great pain and
are very expensive.
At this time, I would like to introduce you to a new
artist who can take away all the pain in our life – AND IT
DOES NOT COST ANY MONEY. Jesus is the artist of
life - as soon as you ask Him into your life, he goes deep
into your soul and removes all the dark spots and replaces
them with new everlasting life; not just a temporary job.
There is no sin Jesus cannot remove from our lives if we
ask him to. It’s as simple as saying, “Jesus, I am tired of
the way I’m living my life - forgive me of my sins and
change my life.” 1 John 1:7 says, “If we walk in the light
as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another,
and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son, cleanses us from all
sin.” The verse means that after you ask Jesus into your
life and start trying to live right, God will help you!
Ask Jesus into your heart today - Jesus can be the
artist of your life.
If you’re not sure how to do this, ask any Christian
biker at your next rally. You can call me at (314) 434-2282
or e-mail me at h2osjk@prodigy.net. If you’re from the
Illinois area, the Illinois State Coordinator is Don (Vicky)
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Taillight

ALEX BARRETT
1-20-79 / 1-16-06
On Monday, January 16th at 11:35 Alex
Barret was taken from this world too soon. At
age 26 he was soon to graduate with a degree
in welding from Ranken Tech, A member of
several blacksmith clubs & also pursuing a
masters in Metal Smithing at SIU Carbondale.
He was a young man who had found his passion. He loved to fab motorcycles, jewelry,
furniture & anything else he could make from
metal. He will be missed by all who know & love
him.
In the words of his close friend Todd Gnau
“He was always willing to help people. He was
the best person I have ever known. He was my
best friend.”

Headlight

Well there were many who said it would never happen,
but they were wrong. Yes, the publisher of this magazine,
a bachelor for more than fifty years, proposed to the
lovely and talented Joy Newberry at the 2nd Annual
Forget the Ribbons, Show the Green to Support Our
Troops Benefit that was held February 10th at Jack’s Iron
Horse Bar and Grill. (It was the perfect proposal
according to Joy.) The good thing is she said yes, so that
means there will be another headlight coming for the
wedding.

Tech Tip
Windshield Tips
Never clean acrylic screens with glass cleaner. The
solvent action of the alcohol in the glass cleaner will
destroy the acrylic. Do not allow brake fluid, alcohol,
or strong solvents to contact the screen. Permanent
damage will result. When cleaning windshields use
plenty of warm water and if necessary, a non-abrasive
soap, such as dishwashing liquid. Flannel or chamois
make good cleaning cloths, never use terry cloths. You
can us a high quality plastic polish of an automotive
polish or paste wax, but is should be tested in an
inconspicuous corner to be sure it will not damage the
windshield.
Do you have either a tip for our readers or perhaps a
techquestion you would like an answer to if so then
send it to techtip@thebikinglife.com if we use it you
may receive one of our Read It Like You Stole It Tshirts.
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Clubs and Organizations
.A.R.M (Association Of Recovering
Motorcyclists) Chapter 13 - Support and
brotherhood for bikers in recovery. Meeting
and event dates vary. For info contact GO at
618-521-5499 or Gofurfarm@peoplepc.com
A.B.A.T.E
Backroads Chapter - Meetings are held the
2nd Sunday of the month at 1:00 p.m. at Popa-Tops in Ellis Grove, IL. on Rt. 3 for more
information please email shev@egyptian.net
Freedom By Choice Chapter – Macon
County area our monthly chapter meetings are
held the 2nd Sunday of every month starting
at 1:00 p.m. at the DAV (unless otherwise
noted)
Great River Chapter – Meetings the second
Sunday of the month at 2:00 PM sites vary for
more info email greatriverabate@msn.com.
Missouri Chapter – Meetings are held the 3rd
Wednesday of the month at 7:00 PM at the
V.F.W. 10817 Midland, St. Louis, MO for more
info email webmaster@abateformissouri.com.
Peo-Taz Chapter – visit www.peo-taz.org for
more info
Piasa-Gateway Chapter - chapter meetings
are held the 2nd Saturday of every month
starting at 7:00 p.m. Our meetings are held at
the Edwardsville V.F.W. Post 1299 the V.F.W.
is located 7108 Marine Rd., Rte. 143 East,
Edwardsville, IL.
Prairieland Chapter - meetings are held the
3nd Sunday of every month starting at 1:00
p.m at the Prairieland ABATE Building located
at 1901 N. Railroad Av., Decatur, Illinois
St. Clair Co meetings are held on the 2nd
Thursday of each month - 7 p.m., at the
Fairview Hts. Elks Club, corner of Old Lincoln
Trail and Hwy. 161, Fairview Hts. IL.
American Cruisers - meetings are held on
the 1st Saturday of the month at Bobeck’s in
Waterloo,IL. at 9:00 a.m email tats@htc.net
for more info
Association MC Jonesboro, AR visit
www.associationmc.com for info
Bikers Against Child Abuse: East Missouri
Chapter Meets on the third Sunday of every
month At the Knights of Columbus hall on
McMenamy road, off of HWY 70 and
MidRivers Mall Drive At 10:00 am, all bikers
and bikes are welcome Call toll free 877-7738790 or visit our website www.bacausa.com
Bootleggers MC - welcomes all brands of
bikes monthly meeting First Saturday of the
month Lon Bishop (Pup) Pres (618) 2516160. Please call this number for further
information.
BROTHERS OF THE THIRD WHEEL,
GATEWAY CHAPTER meets the Second
Saturday of the month at 2:30 PM at Good
Times Tavern, 200 N Main St, Dupo, IL; please
check the web site for details. http://
groups.yahoo.com/group/BTW-STL-MO/

Christian Motorcycle Assn: (CMA) 2nd
Thurs 7:30pm, Fire Mountain, 8925 Watson
Rd., Crestwood, MO. Call Jim at 314-4342282
Cross Road Riders Meetings on the 2 nd
Sunday of every month at the Union, MO
public library, just off of Highway 50. Contact
Lonnie Stallmann at 636-583-4871,
llscmaer@hotmail.com or Phil Tolliver at 636239-4055 or ptolliver001@charter.net
Good News Riders 2nd Thurs 7:30 PM Ryan’s
8925 Watson Crestwood, MO. Call 636 296
3120 TTP://midwestrider.com/goodnews.jpg.
Servant Riders – meetings on the 3rd Saturday
of the month at 10:00 AM at St. Clair Bowl,
5950 Old Collinsville Road Fairview Heights,
IL. All are welcome Roger Snyder (618-2333443) e-mail: cmariders@compu-type.net.
Semo Son Riders - www.cmausa.org
Steelhorse Prophets – www.cmausa.org
Chouteau Island Partners (Off Road MC
Group) 1st Thursday of month HTTP://
w.icss.net/~squirts/island.htm Look for Tom
Downing through the web site.
Cycle Disciples St.Louis Chapter – for more
info please visit the following websites
www. g e o c i t i e s . c o m / g r i z s 5 0 /
C y c l e D i s c i p l e s S T L . h t m l
www.cycledisciples.com/html/st_louis.html
Dream Weavers Motorcycle Club – meetings
1st Thursday of the month at the Woodriver
VFW at 7 PM visit geocities.com/
dreamweavers for more info.
Euro Motor Union of Greater St. Louis:
meetings are held at 7:30 pm 1st Tues Sports
Page Inn, Old Rte. 3 South of Dupo IL. (314)
994 1257
FOG MC – Freaking Old Guys Motorcycle
group must be 45+ to join all bikes are
welcome for info or to join email
budtrk@hotmail.com there will soon be a
website also fogmc.com.
Freedom of Road Riders:
Local 20 – meetings last Sunday of
the month 1 PM at Dexter, MO Eagles Hwy
25 North www.angelfire/mo2/road riders
Local 24 - Meetings 2nd Weds of
the month, 7:30pm at VFW Hall,
10817 Midland, St. Louis, MO
Local 25 - meetings the 4th Thursday
7:00 PM at the American Legion Hall in “Old
Town St. Peters, MO”
(636) 278-5910.
Local 32 - Meetings first Sunday of
the month 1 pm, at LeeBo’s Roadhouse
Highway 84 East, Caruthersville, MO
Local 34 – meetings third Weds of
the month at Bullwinkle’s Pub Hwys T and
60 East Poplar Bluff, MO www.forr34.org
Local 35 – Meetings on the 3rd Sat
of the month at the American Legion Hall in
Artesian Park Clinton, MO at 5:00 PM
Local 38 - meetings the 1st Sunday
of the month 11:30 AM at TJ’S Bar & Grill
Hwys 61/67 & Z in Pevely, MO

(636) 464-2941.
Local 42 - meetings the last Weds
of the month 6:30 PM at Roadhouse 100, 2763
Hwy 100, Gray Summit, MO
636-629-1390.
Freedom Riders – welcomes all bikers and
bikes to come ride with them email to
Ride4JC1@aol.com for more info.
Gateway X-treme Riders Assoc - STL MO
area including Metro East IL Club is primarily
for owners/riders of Honda VTX cruisers. All
bikes are welcome. Web site: http://
groups.yahoo.com/group/gatewayvtx
Gold
Wing
Road
Riders
Association GWRRA Have various meeting
locations in the Metro St. Louis Area. Check
out
the
one
nearest
you
at
www.stlouisgwrra.homestead.com
Honda Sport touring Assn. St Louis area 1st
Sat; South Central MO 2nd Sat, Please join
us at any time Warm weather meet at
Chesterfield Valley Power Sports off hwy
40 West of Boone’s Crossing Exit at 9am Kick
stands up at 9:30. Garth Haubner at (636) 928
6939 Email: ghaubner@juno.com or Tom
Trieschmann by E-mail ttriesch@inlink.com
Illinois Motorcyclists Rights Association - an
organization that concentrates on the street
riders’ rights Website is ilmotorcyclists.org
LOMA (Lake Ozark Motorcycle
Association) Events/Rides Hotline (573) 4807433
Marion Roadrunners Riders Group – an all
bike, rider group that gets together on Sundays
and rides, meetings are held on the 3rd Tuesday
of the month at 7pm at the Eagles Hall in
Marion, IL. The meetings are open to every
one. More info as well as events are available
on
their
web
site
www.marionroadrunners.com.
MidSouth Riders - Northwest Tennessee
www.midsouthriders.com
Midwest Trail Riders Assn. Email
mtra@ridemtra.com www.ridemtra.com Event
hotline (314) 314 434 5095
Midwest Cafe Racing Assn-Ride Line (314)
481 8078 Email Rideline@mcraracing.com
or www.mcraracing.com
Missouri Road Dogs - Sikeston, MO, e-mail
Moroaddog@aol.com for more information
Norton Owners Club -Interested parties can
contact me directly at my address
shurst01@mail.win.org or
http://
groups.yahoo.com/group/gnoa
Outlanders – All motorcycle brand, family
oriented org promoting fun events without
negative attitudes, drugs or alcohol. Meetings
are the last Sunday of the month at 1:00 PM at
the TRY Club, 655 Berkshire, East Alton, IL
Patriots MC Paragould AR call Don (870) 240
– 3925.
Reelfoot Lake Night Riders - Tipton, TN
www.reelfootlakenightriders.com
River Road Riders, All Brand Motorcycle
Club meetings are held the 2nd Weds of the

month at the Alton Sports Tap 7:00 PM
Road Raptors Riding Club meets at Fairview Heights, IL VFW Hall
on Rte. 159 at 7:00 PM first Wednesday of the month all bike brands
welcome, for additional club information. http://www.r3c.org
Road Riders for Jesus Chapter 5 - Meetings 3rd Thursday of each
month at Alphonzo’s 2 Schibert Ct. in Maryville IL. We eat at 6:30
PM and start meeting at 7:00 PM. All bikes welcome. Web site: http:/
/www.roadridersforjesus.org/
Road Riders for Jesus Belleville Chapter- Belleville Chapter, meets
every 2nd Tuesday, 6:30pm, Meeting starts at 7:00pm. at Crehan’s Irish
Pub 5500 North Belt West Belleville, Illinois
Road Riders for Jesus (RRJ) Warterloo Chapter meets 1st Tuesday
of each month at Arby’s, 721 N. Market St. Waterloo IL. We eat at
6:00 p.m., meeting starts at 7:00 p.m. For more information see website
www.roadridersforjesus.org
Road Rebels Riding Club – An all brand riding club, for more info
about the club email President Rick”Grumpy”White
roadrebelgrump@yahoo.com or 618-972-4951
Shadow Riders of Greater St. Louis MO. WWW.Shadowridersstl.com meet on 4th Tues of month at Manchester Elks lodge at 7pm
(314) 477 9976 ext 772.
Southern Breed Kennett, MO Chapter – For info visit
www.southernbreed.com.
Southern Cruisers Chapter 47 – St Louis, MO E-Mail john.platten@swbell.net for more info.
Columbia, MO Chapter – visit the website
www.southerncruisers.net or email midlam69@aol.com
Southern Illinois Star Riders meet the first Sunday of each month in
Collinsville, IL. Contact wizardandangel@yahoo.com or visit
autos.groups.yahoo.com/group/southernillinoisstarriders/
Southwest Illinois Ronin Riding Club – meets the 1st Saturday of
each month at Noon at various area locations. Ride follows monthly
meeting. This is an all-brand riding club, call Bonedaddy @ 618-6967768 or Trainwreck @ 618-973-6405 for meeting location or more
information.
http://autos.groups.yahoo.com/group/
SW_Illinois_Ronin_RC/
St Louis Motorcycle Club meets the 2nd Thursday of the month at
Goff-Moll American Legion Hall, 2721 Collier, Brentwood, MO.
Meeting time is 7:30 PM and all are welcome call (314) 771-7100 or
visit www.yahoo.com/group/STLMC for more info
Star Touring and Riding Chapter 275- Meetings 1pm 1st Sunday of
month at Victory Lane Power Sports in Swansea. A family organization
of all bikes. Contact chapter president Jeff Smith,
cmsro1@sbcglobal.net , 618-977-2184, or visit www.star275.org
Tribe of Judah Motorcycle Ministry – St Louis Meets 3rd Saturday
at 7PM Jack Sims 636-398-8488 www.tribeofjudah.com
Vendetta’s M/C, Bootheel Chapter - P.O. Box 831,Doniphan, MO
63935 Kzkat1420@gmail.com
Veterans of Vietnam M/C-VoVMC Membership is open to all
Honorably Discharged Vietnam Era Veterans.
http://www.vovma.org/VOVMA.html
Vietnam Veterans M/C – for more information on this club email
them at vnvmcillusa@yahoo.com
Vietnam Vet’s M/C USA MO (314) 440-1033
Women On Wheels Heartland Chapter meetings are the 4th Weds of
the month at 7:00 at Color-Art Integrated Interiors, 1325 North Warson
Rd., St. Louis, MO visit www.heartlandwow.org. for info

Call dealership if you have questions (618) 277 8864.
WWW.Friezeharley-davidson.com.
Bourbeuse Valley HOG Chapter 2nd Sunday of the month, 10:30 AM
at Borbeuse Valley Harley-Davidson 1418 Hwy AT, Villa Ridge meets
inside the old store call (636) 451-0106 for more info or directions.
Decatur IL HOG Chapter meetings are held on the second Tuesday
of each month at 6:30pm in the dealership.
Festus Mo. HOG Chapter 1st Wed of month, 7:30 at Surdyke Harley
Davidson 2435 Highway 67, Festus, MO. Please call the dealership
for more info (636) 931 8700.
Gateway to the West HOG Chapter 3rd Weds of the month 8:00 PM at
Gateway to the West Harley Davidson, 3600 Lemay Ferry Rd., St.
Louis, MO, LOH meets the 4th Tuesday of the month at the Carusso’s
in Oakville, MO. at 7:30 PM for more info go to www.gatewayhog.org.
Kirkwood Mo. Chapter 2nd Tuesday of the month at Goff-Moll
American Legion Hall, 2721 Collier, Brentwood, MO. The LOH
meeting is held at Culpeppers, 312 S Kirkwood, Kirkwood, MO on the
first Thursday of month. Everyone is welcome. Contact (314) 544
HAUG or www.Kirkwoodhog.com.
Ozark Mountain HOG of Lebanon, MO. meetings are held the tird
Sunday of each month @ 1 pm, at Ozark Harley-Davidson , 2300
Evergreen Parkway,. During the months of May-Sep, meeting are held
@ 11 pm. For info contact www.ozarkharley-davidson.com or 417532-2900
River Roads HOG Chapter 1st Wednesday of the month. 6pm Social
/ 7pm Business Meetings alternate between TNT Action Sports (Chapter
Sponsor at 5101 Oak Street, Quincy) and Tri-State area establishments.
For more info www.rrchog.com or call 217.224.1004
Springfield IL HOG Chapter Meetings are held the second Wednesday
of each month @ 7:00 pm, at Breaktime
St Charles HOG Chapter: 3rd Tues of the month 7 pm at St. Charles
Moose Lodge 2705 Interstate 70 or visit www.stcharleshog.com or

email webmaster@stcharleshog.com .

If your club or organization would like to be listed here please
send an email to clubs@thebikinglife.com

Harley Owners Groups HOG
Alton, IL. HOG Chapter 4th Thurs of month 7:30 PM at Alton Sports
Tap Route 140 & Route 3 Alton, IL..... Ladies of Harley 4th Thurs also
at Alton Sports Tap, Banquet room.
Belleville, IL HOG Chapter 3rd Wed of month, 7:30 PM at the ELKS
club at corner of Route 161 and Lincoln Trail in Fairview Heights, IL.
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Biker Friendly Establishments American Pride Collision 427 East Falling Springs Club, 2200
Illinois
Alton/Grafton/Wood River
Cellar Room Tavern, 2704 E.
Broadway, Alton, IL (618) 465-9874
Danny’s Lounge, 118 W. 4th St., Alton,
IL (618) 462-6787
Fast Eddie’s Bon-Air, 1530 E. 4th St.,
Alton, IL (618) 462-5532
The Loading Dock, 400 Front St,
Grafton, IL (618) 786-3494
Porky’s, 1543 E Edwardsville
Rd, Wood River, IL (618) 2549380
Sandbar, 1856 E Broadway,
(618) 465 - 2861
Woodstock Lounge, 638
Broadway, Alton, IL
Wild Goose Saloon, 1505 W.
Main St, Grafton, IL, (618) 7868888
Belleville
Crehan’s Irish Pub, 5500 North
Belt West 618) 234-6500
Dutch Hollow Barn, 533 Dutch
Hollow Rd. (618) 235-5868
Linda Lou’s 1310 Dutch
Hollow Rd (formerly H’s Bar)
Mitch and Nancy’s League Lounge,
1501 W Main St (618) 277-3643
Robin’s Nest, 1614 Mascoutah
Ave. (618) 234-7432Sheridan’s
Frozen Custard, 5326 N Illinois
St
The Antique House, 3701 W.
Main St. (618) 235-3434
TR’S Place 4901 Concordia Rd.,
(618) 277-7135
Cahokia/Sauget/Dupo
Brandy Inn: 103 Water St.
(618) 337-1101 Always Biker
Friendly
Chopper Chairs (618) 531 3222
Derby Al’s Diner: 2845 Camp
Jackson Rd.
Carmi
Danny’s Pool Room: 119 E Main
Street in Carmi, IL (618) 3829987
Caseyville
ABG Sports Bar, 601 N Main St (618) 344
-9781
Caddyshack Saloon, 2865 N. 89th St,
(618) 397-4704 Friendly bartenders
Collinsville/Edwardsville

Main St, C’Ville (618) 345-7872, We can
fix your bike too.
Good Times, 834 S Morrison, C’Ville, IL
Our Place, 704 Henry St, Edwardsville,
IL (6187) 655-1255
Granite City
Gabby’s Bar & Grill, 1800 State
St. (618) 452-2009
Jacksonville
Don’s Place, 207 W Morgan St,
(217) 243-2112
Maryville/Glen Carbon
Judy Inn, 3730 S Hwy 157 (618) 288 9182
Sharky’s Sports Bar, 2537
Vandalia, (618) 344-0826
Granite City/Pontoon Beach
Smokey Joe’s, 3998 Lake St,
(618) 931-2279
The Village Inn, 4015 Pontoon
Rd., Pontoon Beach (618) 9314497
Mt. Vernon
The Crossing: 300 S 9th - 1
block off the square(rt.37&rt.15)
New Baden
Outside Inn, 423 W. Hanover (Hwy 161),
(618) 588-4672
Old Shawneetown
Hogdaddys Saloon: Main St in
Old Shawneetown, IL (618)
922-1389
Quincy, IL/Hannibal, MO area
Booters 112 W Main St, Mt
Sterling, IL (217) 773-2381
Hard Times II 305 S Ohio,
Camp Point, IL (217) 593-7733
Kelly’s (A fun Place to Eat and
Drink), 2902 Broadway (217)
222-5579
Long Branch Saloon, New
Canton, IL (217) 426-2022
Sparky’s, 221 N 5th St, (217) 2247527
Sportsman’s Club 111 N
Capitol Ave., Mt Sterling, IL
(217) 773-9096
The Other Place, 105 S Main
St, Hannibal, MO (573) 2214114
The Back Porch, 715 Oak,
Quincy, IL (217) 223-8800
The Office, 717 Mortimer, Barry,
IL (217) 335-3193
Southwestern Illinois
Crawdaddy’s, 121 W Main St,
Mt Olive, IL (217) 999-2090

LePere Ln. Dupo, IL (618) 2864440
Fountain Inn, 1912 Fountain Rd.
Valmeyer, IL (618) 935-2266
Freeda’s Bar, 2071 Main St
Renault, IL.
Gallagher’s Get-A-Way, 102 S.
Richland, Freeburg, IL (618)
539-5208
Gert’s Place Bar and Grill Ill Rtes
3 & 149 Gorham, IL (618) 7639254
Good Tymes Bar and Grill, 200 N. Main
St. Dupo, IL (618) 286-9693
Heartland Bar and Grill, 6180 Rte 3,
Waterloo, IL (618) 939-6670
Jody’s, 1301 9th St, Highland, IL (618)
651 - 9301
Just Sue’s Tavern, Evansville, IL
(618) 853-4425
Karban’s Knotty Pine, 4569 Buss
Branch Rd., Waterloo, IL (618)
473-9954
L & D Patio, Bar & Grill Hwy 3
McClure, IL 62957 618-6619106
Lisa’s Bar and Grill, Prairie
DuRocher, IL (618) 284-3374
Old Shamrock Tavern, Hwys 13
& 156, New Athens, IL (618)
475-9263
“Papa” Wheelie’s, Old Rte 50,
Trenton, IL (618) “ A full
throttle sports bar”
Rick’s Corner, 201 S Union St
Staunton (618) 635-3088
S & J Main Street, 608 N. Main St.
Columbia, IL, (618) 281-9997.
Sporto’s Pub & Grill, 211 S. Main Street,
Red Bud, IL (618) 282-7956
The Dawg Haus 102 S. Main St.
New Douglas, IL 217-456-7072
Thirsty’s, 415 Vine St, Eldred, IL
Willie’s Corner, 128 W. Market,
Red Bud, Ill 62278
Springfield
Knuckleheads, 2000 Peoria Rd.,
62702 (217) 789-1488
Pony Keg Leathers: 2026 S 11th
St (217) 544-3774
The Cove 1616 N Dirksen Pkwy
(217) 753-1760
Missouri
Arnold

21 Rock, #1 Meramec Heights (636) 282-7228 live
music every weekend
Barnhart
Your Payday Advance Co., 7125 Metropolitan Blvd,
Ste 106 (636) 467-5447
Charlack
John & Judy’s Charlack Pub: 8334 Lackland Rd., Rock Bands
Fri and Sat Nights (314) 423-8119
Defiance
Terry and Kathy’s - Defiance, MO on Hwy. 94 about 9 miles
south of Hwy 40
Fenton
That One Place: 1005 Majestic Dr in Fenton, MO
(636) 861-1902
Fredericktown
Little Joe’s Bar and Grill, 1317 Hwy OO (573) 7835452
Gray Summit
Roadhouse 100, 2763 Highway 100 (636) 451-2007
Hazelwood
Jack’s Iron Horse Bar and Grill: 12950 St Charles
Rock Rd (314) 209-1280
Lake of the Ozarks Area
Backwater Jacks Lakeside Bar & Grill Lake Rd. to
Beach Dr (573) 348-6639
Buckshots on “A’ Rd off Hwy 54, between
Camdenton and Osage Beach, 573-346-3025
Cheeks Bar & Grill at the Square, Camdenton, MO
(573) 346-5400
Filling Station Pub & Grill, Hwy 54 Osage Beach, MO
(573) 348-4796
Gasoline Alley 324 W Main St, Warsaw, MO (660) 4384170
IM Tirebiters Bar & Grill, across from Shoney’s in Oage
Beach(573) 348-1177
Risky’s Sports Bar, Hwy 54 West of Square
Camdenton, Bike Night first Wed of month (573)
346-9740
Rock Island Line, “The Dam Bar” Bagnell Dam
Strip Lake Ozark (573) 365-8911
Salty Dog Lakeside Bar & Grill, Lake Rd 54-37
(Jeffries Rd) (573) 348-9797
The Rail Sports Bar & Grill, Hwy 54 West of Osage
Beach (573) 348-1431
Town and Country Motel, 5451 Hwy 54, Osage Beach
(800) 251 - 5677
Louisiana
Eagles Nest Bistro, Hwy 79 (573) 754-9888
Pevely
TJ’s Bar & Grill: HWY Z & 61-67, For Bike Show
date information call (636) 475-3648.
St Ann
Lindy’s – 10471 St Charles Rock Rd (314) 427-2822
St Charles/St Peters/O’Fallon/Wentzville
Porky’s Restaurant and Bar, 1203 5th St, St Charles,
(636) 940-0142
Crazy Horse Saloon, 405 Bus Hwy 61, Wentzville, MO
636-327-9614

St. Louis
Double D’s Hangout, 9853 S. Broadway, 314-6159100
Frank’s First Alarm 7800 Virginia (314) 638-9272
House of Rock, Ronnie’s Plaza featuring the best in
live music Thursday – Saturday.
Iron Horse Saloon, 7928 S. Broadway, Saint Louis, MO
(314) 631-3141
Night Sky 13154 Tesson Ferry Rd.
Scott and Beverly’s Some Other Place Other Place
1500 Lemay Ferry Rd. (314)892-6969
Shady Jack’s Saloon and Deli, 1432 N Broadway (314)
241-Hogg fax (314) 241-TITS
Southeast Missouri
BoonDock Bar & Grill,-22712 US Highway 61
Morley, MO. (573)262-8899
Bootheel Saloon -Highway 142 Poplar Bluff, MO
Bullwinkle’s Pub, Hwy T off Hwy 60 E Poplar Bluff,
MO (573) 778-9278
County Ice House,H Highway, Benton, MO (573) 545-9988
Danny’s Place, 1102 Linn Street, Sikeston, Missouri
(573)-471-9984
Farmer’s Bar & Grill, Highway 62, Risco, MO (573)
396-5572
Jim & Jerry’s Restaurant, Pub & Billiards 336 Vine St.
Poplar Bluff, MO (573) 686-2006
LeeBo’s Road House & Bait Shop - Highway 84 East,
Caruthersville, MO (573)359-4493
Marbles Restaurant and Sport Bar, Bus Hwy 60, Dexter,
MO (573) 624-8662
Mona’s Clymax II - 215 Ward Ave., Caruthersville, MO
(573)333-3003
Scotty’s Sports Bar & Grill - 4802 West Village (PP Hwy.) Poplar
Bluff, MO (573-686-9300)
Stevie P’s, 207 Second St. Qulin, MO, Call 573-328-9963 for
more information
Players, 632 Broadway, Cape Girardeau, MO 63701
(573) 335-9915
Wheels Sports Bar & Grill, Highway 25 and Highway
62,Malden, MO (573) 276-5512
Wild River Pub & Grill, 3765 Hwy W, Farmington,
MO
Your establishment or one that you dig on could be listed
here if you tell us about it at bikerfriendly@thebikinglife.com
or call us at (618) 628-2911.
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Ridley Is a Fun ride
By Jim Furey

This is my first go at this so forgive me if I go off track.
What, you might ask, am I talking about? Well I was
asked to test ride some of the Ridley motorcycles and
give you, our readers, the 411 on how these fine looking
cruising machines run. Here it is not only the first time I
do a test ride for publication, but the bike I am testing is
an automatic? I wasn’t sure about that at all; however,
once I climbed aboard the Old School Auto Glide, all my
misgivings were gone. I rode two models for this piece
and both were from the Auto-Glide Series, the Old
School mentioned above and the Classic. Ridley has been
in operation since 1995, with owner Clay Ridley
focusing all his time and energy on it since 1999.
Obviously his efforts have paid off.
The Old School model looks like you’ve stepped back in
time to the sixties; it even has painted wheels and
matching handlebars. Ridley uses CVT (Continuously
Variable Transmission) technology on these bikes. This
CVT technology allows the transmission to not be
limited to a small number of ratios like an automotive
transmission. Anyway we got this puppy fired up and I’ll
tell you right now, I really liked the sounds that were
purring from the exhaust. I expected a lawn mower type
sound, but no, it was Harleyesque. I eased into the
throttle and I was off down the road. The engine is a 750
V-Twin and it delivers all the torque and acceleration you
need. Custom Motorcycle Emporium in High Ridge is
the area’s only dealer for these bikes. So after a bit of a
run on Hwy 30 to see how it accelerated and would do in
traffic, I found one of those nice twisty side roads that
abound in that area to see how it would handle. I had a
feeling it would be sweet on those curvy roads and I was
right. The reason is the low center of gravity; you just
think lean into the turn and you are there. After tooling

around the countryside for a while, I figured I had better
get it back to the shop before they thought I stole it. I
was truly impressed by this bike and would recommend
it to anyone.
When I pulled back into the lot Cowboy, the owner of
Custom Motorcycle Emporium, was there to greet me.
I told him what I thought of the bike and he said “if
you’ve got the time I’d like you to try the Classic model
too”. Never one to turn down a ride on a new bike, I said
sure. One thing I liked about both these bikes is they had
floorboards; I’ve never had them and they are a pretty
cool option. Also the seat height on both of these bikes
was 24.5 inches and allowed me to get both feet
comfortably on the ground when stopped. Ridley uses a
digital display that is very sharp and easy to read on all
its models. Back to the Classic though—as impressed as
I was with the Old School model, the ride on this was
even better. This bike features a 130 Metzler tire in front
and a 160 Metzler rear tire. The handling on this model
was superb. These bikes both weighed in right around
450 pounds which makes them easy for anyone to
handle.
If you don’t feel that the 750 model is enough muscle for
you, Ridley in 2005 started production of an X-Series
that features a 1450 V-Twin engine with a manual
transmission. I haven’t ridden one of these yet but when I
do, you will be among the first to know. I will say this
though, if Ridley puts the same attention to detail into
this model as they do their other bikes, it will be another
example of a great American Motorcycle.
The Ridley is a fine machine that I think would appeal to
any rider and they can only be found at one place
locally—Custom Motorcycle Emporium, 2520 Old
Gravois Road, High Ridge, MO 63049. I urge you to
stop in and take a test ride or give them a call at (636)
677-6262 for more information.
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(The following opinion piece is printed with the permission
of IronWorks Magazine. We thank them for allowing us
to reprint it here)
Daingerous Words
by Dain Gingerelli
IronWorks Magazine 3/06
By now many of you probably have heard rumors
about the EPA’s (Environmental Protection Agency)
intentions to enforce laws that govern motorcycle exhaust
emissions. The rumors focus on engine manufacturers and
private citizens alike, making it tough to build any streetready motorcycle—custom or otherwise—without using an
EPA-compliant engine. The law also states that each private
citizen will be allowed to build only one emissions-exempt
motorcycle in his or her lifetime.
The rumors are true, and they actually started in
1979 when Congress passed a revision to the Clean Air Act
of 1970 that gave the EPA powers to police certain rules,
among them those that regulate engine emissions for
motorcycles. The law is part of a multi-thousand-page text,
but in a nutshell it states that any motorcycle built from
1979 to the present (and future), that is operated on public
roads, must meet certain emissions standards. Moreover,
any modifications that detrimentally affect the engine’s
emissions constitute violation of the law. In short,
aftermarket performance carburetors, exhaust systems,
camshafts, fuel management systems, air filters, even valve
springs, are illegal when used on public roads.
Before continuing, I’ll state that I consider myself
a responsible citizen environmentalist. I realize that we live
on a finite planet, so I recycle aluminum and paper products,
I try not to waste water (hot or cold), and I set my home
thermostat to a reasonable level. I also ride motorcycles on
a daily basis, and those bikes consume far less road space
and fossil fuels than the gas-guzzling SUVs and overweight
cars driven by the tree huggers who helped implement the
so-called environmental laws that we citizen
environmentalists must abide by. So I consider it an insult
when people who probably concocted these laws while
playing a round of golf on a course that is, in itself, a gross
polluter to our environment (those fairways are greener than
green for a reason; they’re treated with chemicals with
names you can’t even pronounce that permeate into our
water table, contaminating our drinking water such that it
takes even more chemicals to make it safe again) tell me
what I can and can’t do.
Furthermore, it’s been scientifically proven that air
pollution (our pertinent subject) has been diminishing over
the past decades. Indeed, even before the first Clean Air
Act of 1970, levels of sulfur dioxide, dust, even carbon

monoxide (in some cities) fell when compared to doses
measured earlier in the century. Most of that was attributable
to improved technology leading to reduced levels of
airborne particulates. And since 1970, research shows
declines in emissions such as carbon monoxide (23 percent),
sulfur dioxide (32), lead (98), and volatile organic
compounds (24) in America. These gains were achieved
despite a growing population that brought with it more than
double the number of domestic vehicle miles traveled on
our highways.
Bottom line: The environmental laws are working.
So why does the EPA continually tweak them such that we
are nearing what economists refer to as the law of
diminishing returns? In short, this is the point when the
effort invested surpasses the results achieved. Have we been
saturated with so many laws that our society is beginning
to lose more than we gain? In this case, the loss is American
jobs because the parameters that the EPA’s laws lay down
will (or have) certainly cause many small businesses and
bike shops to close their doors for good.
“But,” reason the tree huggers, “it’s just one small
industry, and even if it goes away the impact on the
country’s economy will be insignificant.” If there’s
reasoning in that, then there’s reasoning, too, that the custom
bike industry is making an insignificant impact on our
environment, so let it be.
But I digress. Instead, I propose that as more
industries dwindle I size, our economy will begin to feel
the ripple effects until the great American industrial wheel
as we know it grinds to a halt. And other small industries
are being eliminated by the EPA’s reckless power. Case in
point, the surfing industry. Last December Clark Foam, a
supplier for about 90 percent of the foam cores used to
make surfboards in America, closed its doors after 44 years
doing business. Reason for shut down can be traced to
CARB (California Air Resource Board), the tail that’s been
wagging the EPA dog for the past few years. See, CARB
set the standards that the EPA has been following like an
obedient puppy, and which led to the one-bike rule custom
bike enthusiasts like you and me face today. And when you
consider that many custom bikes are really no more than
toys—most are ridden only a few hundred miles a year by
their builders/owners—the exhaust emissions they produce
are insignificant compared to the amount of employment
generated through the manufacture of their parts.
Perhaps it’s time for the EPA to wield its power in
a manner that not only protects us from harmful pollutants,
but from unemployment as well. Because eventually we
could run out of industries to shut down, and the EPA will
have legislated itself right out of existence. Maybe that’s
not a bad thought after all.

Upcoming Events
March
3rd - 5th Pre-Owned Blowout Sale at Dale’s Harley Davidson in Mt Vernon, IL
3rd - 4th Pre-Owned Blowout Sale at Surdyke Harley Davidson in Festus, MO
3rd - 12th Bike Week Daytona Beach, Florida
4th Women Only Garage Party at Gateway to the West Harley Davidson in St Louis, MO
4th St. Baldrick’s Celebration at Helen Fitzgerald’s on Lindbergh St Louis, MO from 2 to 8 PM join Doc’s Harley
Davidson for this hair shaving event
10th - 11th Tent Sale (Pre-Owned) & Bike Build Off Show Off at Gateway to the West Harley Davidson in St
Louis, MO
10 Lace and Leather Dance at Jack’s Iron Horse 12950 St Charles Rock Rd, doors open at 7 prizes for best outfits.
11th Dreamweavers 10th Anniversary Party at the Alton, IL VFW 4445 Alby, 6 to midnight $5 at the door gets you
live music by Souled Out, draft beer and a chicken dinner
11th MCRA Bike Show and Daytona 200 Party at Memoreze 1/2 mile north of I-255 on Telegraph bike show sign up
is from 11 to 1 sponsored by the Midwest Cafe Racers Association
12th St Paddy’s Celebration at Ted’s Motorcycle World on Humbert Rd in Alton, IL
17th Bush Pilot’s St Paddy’s Party at the Bush Pilot Club House Alton, Il.
17th St Pat Day Party at Jody’s Sports Stop Race on INN, 1301 9th Street Highland, IL Corned Beef and Cabbage
11 to 8 PM
18th St. Patrick’s Party at Surdyke Harley Davidson in Festus, MO
18th Women Only Garage Party at Dale’s Harley Davidson in Mt Vernon, IL
19th Annual St Patty’s Ride sign up at TJ’s Bar and Grill Hwys 61/67 and Z in Pevely, MO sponsored by Don’s
Speed Shop call (636) 475 - 3648 for more info
25th 6 year Anniversary Party at Dale’s Harley Davidson in Mt Vernon, IL
25th FORR Local 42 Leather and Lace Dance at the Pacific, MO Eagles Hall, 707 W Congress 7 to midnight
advance tickets $10 from a FORR member until March 11th $15/person or $25/couple after that date, There will be
contests, live music by Mach7
26th Spring Fling Bike Show sign up at TJ’s Bar and Grill Hwys 61/67 and Z in Pevely, MO sponsored by PC
Customs and Bikes, Trikes and Trailers call (636) 475 - 3648 for more info
26th Bike Blessing Outlanders Blessing of the Bikes Roxana Park 12 pm
April
1st Fool’s Day Poker Run sponsored by the Troy American Legion Riders Post 708 Illinois Chapter Sign up from
10am until noon at My Bro’s Tavern in Troy, IL. 618-667-2076 117 East Market
2nd A.B.A.T.E. of Illinois Swap Meet and Motorcycle show at Gateway Convention Center 1 Gateway Dr I-70 to
exit 11 then frontage road north, IL 10 to 4 for info call 800-87-ABATE
2nd Streets of Saint Louis Poker Run sign up 9:30 to 11 at Doc’s Harley Davidson for more info call Ray at (314)
265-6476
2nd Fools Day Poker Run sign up 11 to 1 at Jack’s Iron Horse 12950 St Charles Rock Rd more info call to follow.
May
6th - 7th Hogdaddys Bike Expo and Swap Meet 10am-4pm daily at the John A. Arnold Arena, Union County
Fairgrounds, Sturgis, KY. Two days of custom bike builders from the Midwest, Parts, Vendors, and more! For more
info contact Phil at 1(270) 333-9807 or hogdaddysbikeexpo@hotmail.com or Visit website at www.hogrock.com/
expo.htm

Joke of the Month
A very sexually active woman tells her plastic surgeon that she wants her vagina lips reduced in size because they
were flapping in the breeze. Out of embarrassment she insisted that the surgery be kept a secret and the
Surgeon agreed. Awakening from the anesthesia after the surgery she found three roses carefully placed beside her on
the bed. Outraged, she immediately calls in the doctor. “I thought I asked you not to tell anyone about my operation!”
The surgeon told her he had carried out her wish for confidentiality and that the first rose was from him: “I felt sad
because you went through this all by yourself.” “The second rose is from my nurse. She assisted me in the surgery
and empathized because she had had the same procedure done some time ago.” “And what about the third rose?” she
asked. “Oh, that rose is from a man upstairs in the burn unit. He wanted to thank you for his new ears.”
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Decatur A.B.A.T.E. Chapter Celebrates Five
Years of Freedom
by Jim Furey

Autumn Zero was laying down some pretty sweet
classic rock, getting a nice part of the crowd up on
the dance floor and shaking their bootys.
We also participated in a silent auction. I forget what
we got, but know we needed it at the time. There
were all kinds of raffles. I know one was for the
FED/PAC and featured an awesome hunting knife.
The Chapter also gave away some nice door prizes,
including two The Biking Life magazine t-shirts.
They also raffled off a trailer: I’m telling you, some
great donations were made for this party.

Last month you read about our trip to Barry’s
American Cycle in Decatur, Illinois, for their Open
House. While we were there, several folks told us
about the upcoming Freedom by Choice A.B.A.T.E.
Chapter’s 5th Annual Chapter Party. We said,
“A.B.A.T.E. party? Okay, we’re going.” January 14
came, and Joy and I got our stuff together and took
off. There was a membership meeting before the
party, so since we’re not members of that Chapter,
we arrived shortly after the party began.
Once again, the hospitality of the people from the
Decatur area was great. The event was held at the
D.A.V. Building on Decatur Lake, which is where
the Chapter meets—it’s a great place to hang out. I
wasn’t 100% sure where it was located, so I
contacted Steve Higar and he gave me some
excellent directions. I could have followed them
better, but why I would expect that to happen? It
sure hasn’t before…
We sought out Steve when we arrived and he
introduced us to Razor, who I believe is the Chapter
President. Razor told us about the Chapter, which is
a very active group. His one lament, though, is that
the sport bike guys don’t seem to want to get
involved with A.B.A.T.E. That is truly a shame,
because the motorcycle rights organizations—
A.B.A.T.E. and F.O.R.R.—look out for all of our
rights as riders. Razor got busy, so we checked out
some of the other goings-on here. A band called

We visited for a while longer with our new friends
from the United Riders of Central Illinois Club. You
can see their colors in the February issue. I thank the
members of the Freedom by Choice Chapter for
inviting us to their party, and I urge all of you to
watch for events held in Decatur. It is a nice city,
and the riders there (like riders everywhere) know
how to have a good time.
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The Hard Road
By Mike Bertolini
“Sixteen hours, damn hurricane,” these are the thoughts
of a solo rider trying to get from St. Louis to Fort
Meyers, Florida. Florida’s infamous Interstate 75 was
being traveled lightly heading south. Most people were
heading north, at least the ones who had sense.
“Damn sheeple, running north in their SUVs or foreign
sedans,” again, arrogant thoughts only a long distance
motorcycle rider would think. The guy just said out loud,
“I never have had to stop for bad weather other than to
get the rain gear on.” Again spoken words, under a
bridge in Tampa, traffic sloshing by, haze of white
formed by the high speed traffic, wind blowing strong
from the east.
Minutes earlier he was passing those tractor trailers and
cars. Now sitting on the jersey wall under a
bridge…waiting. Hurricane David…hmmm… the
thought came to him that the wisest thing he could do
was to wait out the hurricanes feeder band of rain and
unpredictable wind. It was always easy to predict what to
do riding in rain with a cross wind. Read the trees, watch
the direction they were leaning and shift his weight
towards them. Keep the wheels out of the deep water,
and press on. The storms are usually just twenty or thirty
miles wide. Always ridden thru, with a bit of caution and
ease, well this one wasn’t as predictable as any other he
had seen before. The trees were leaning to the left just
fine, but the wind gusts were coming from all directions
seemingly at the same time, “Damn Hurricane!!”
“Guess I’ll light up a cigar and wait,” the lone rider on
the storm said to no one but himself. Laying down face
up on the concrete incline under the highway overpass
keeping safe, “Ya know I guess I’m just getting old,”
again talking to the gusting wind and blinding rain. In the
back of his head he really knew he was doing the smart
thing, arriving alive had always been his credo. It might
have been the warm concrete or just being alone with the
drone of the wind, but his mind slammed back to the first
time he attempted a long distance ride.
It was a drizzling Tacoma morning, the shovelhead
warming up in the garage, and the wife hugging him and
wishing him good luck.
“Thanks for sewing me up a set of leather saddle bags”
the 21 year old biker said to his 20 year old wife.
“No problem, just be careful”, was all she said.

With that done he left, riding off in the Tacoma morning.
“Gods country” was all he said to himself as he rode the
first hundred miles or so; everything is green in the
northwest, no secret why it’s called God’s Country.
This guy had just returned from a two year tour of Guam.
He waited on pins and needles to get the bike from
military shipping and without hesitation volunteered for
Air Force Leadership training in San Bernardino,
California. The choice to ride his ’75 FLH seemed
natural to him. Somehow he thought he was prepared for
the ride. He had a few tools, no windshield, a kick starter
installed on the bike and all was good. In fact he wasn’t
too far off, lacking only an extra set of plugs and some
GM 6 cylinder points.
It was just north of Portland that he learned about getting
by tractor trailers quickly. Especially ones that were
carrying flatbeds of fresh loads of lumber, to this day he
can’t believe, how, when the fresh two by four came off
the top of the truck and slid between his motorcycle and
the trailer he wasn’t killed. It just slid, nice and neatly
right below the old bikes floor board skidding on the
pavement. He learned that moment just how quickly
things happen on a bike and what reaction time really is.
The rest of the ride to San Berdoo was the coolest thing
he had ever done. The 6 weeks in Orange County,
California were great. Old fashioned speedway racing on
Wednesday nights at the Orange County Speedway being
the highlight. He had never witnessed anything like that
before. The feeling of being a part of something was
his… finally!!
It came time to ride home. The kid loaded his bike,
checked the engine oil and got a few more parts for the
ride back. It was early and the sun was shining,
California driving was now familiar to him. He had been
taught a lot about riding solo during the trip down, but
not everything!!
Somewhere in northern California he heard it. It was a
scraping whine, not a sound he was familiar with on his
bike. “I’ll pull into this gas station, get some gas and
check it out.” Not a bad thought, only by the time he
fueled the bike, smoked a cigar and started the bike, the
noise was gone. “Cool,” was all he thought…wind in his
face and the smell of fresh pines trees was all he was
thinking about. Again about a hundred miles later the
whining and scraping had started. This time he was
beginning to climb into the mountain passes. He got to
the top and stopped at one of those old gas stations built
of stones. As he was filling the bike up it came to him, “I
never checked the trans fluid… better get that done.”

Walking inside the old station he asked, “Can you lend
me a rag to check the oil?”
“You riding the black thing out there?” was the response
from the grey haired guy who was working on an old
VW.
“Yes, I am, and it’s making a hell of a lot of noise,” the
frustrated rider answered.
“Most of them do when the transmissions are going bad”
was the answer the grey hair gave the rider. “I know that
sound kid, my panhead made it after losing all the oil
somewhere on the road.” A little smile came from the
grey haired guy when he said this. The old guy handed
the young guy a quart of oil and a rag. “I haven’t
checked it yet and don’t know if it’s low” the rider said
firmly. “Look kid, you’re gonna need it. Go do what
you’re gonna do, ok?” was the comeback from the grey
hair.

The young guy came back in and told the old biker. “ I
know son, of course it does. Now take it out again and
put some of this red locktite on it and fill the bike up
with this gear oil.”
The young rider did exactly as he was told, then started it
up and the bike was quiet again. “Look kid, you probably
did a lot of damage to that transmission, be careful,” said
the wise man. “Yes sir! Do you think I’ll make it back to
Tacoma?” asked the new rider.
“You might, just take your time and don’t try to make it
in one day,” was the response the young guy got.

Somewhat huffy, the young rider walked out to the bike,
opened up the oil plug and checked the oil. It used to be
that trans oil was checked by taking out a little plug on
the side of the transmission. If the bike was leaned to the
right a little, some oil would drip out and you knew it
was full. The rider did this and no oil. Looking out the
window of the station, the old guy watched just long
enough for him to see the kid almost drop the motorcycle
on himself. He ran out at the last second and grabbed the
bike as it was falling.

They shook hands and the old guy winked at the young
rider as he said “You’ll do okay kid, keep the shiny side
up.” “Thanks” was all the young rider could come up
with. The old guy had provided as sage advice as there
ever was. The transmission worked perfectly, no noise.
The young kid heeded the wise man’s words later on the
ride. He took a rest stop in the mountains, falling asleep
under his Electra Glide in a rest area, only to wake up
with snow on his face the next morning. Thinking to
himself about how this greasy old dude knew what he
needed, how to do it, and to take it easy on the rest of the
journey north, the young rider made a promise to himself
that day, to always listen and to ask questions. He did
arrive back in Tacoma the next day, wet and tired. “How
was your trip honey?” asked his wife. “It was fine” was
his answer.

“Ok son, are you ready to listen for a minute?” the old
guy asked.
“Yes” was all the new rider needed to say.
“You’re out of trans oil and that’s not good, pour this into
the trans,” this was spoken like a father to a son. As the
oil was poured into the shovelhead transmission it ran
right out the bottom and a big puddle of oil formed under
the bike. “Lean the bike over as far as you can and I’ll
see where it is leaking from,” said the wise man.

The hurricane force winds died down enough for the old
rider under the bridge to get back on the road. “Wonder
why I thought of that trip?” he asked himself. The answer
came 30 minutes later in the form of another band of
hurricane winds and rain. This time the rider pulled off
the highway before the wind and rain got really bad.
“Guess I needed to listen to that old man in the Oregon
Mountains again,” he thought to himself. “Take your
time kid, you’ll do okay, keep the shiny side up.

The kid leaned the bike and the old guy found the leak.
One of the transmission mount bolts vibrated out and oil
was coming from the hole. “Let’s go inside and see if we
can find a bolt that will work,” said the man. “Thanks,”
came the quiet reply from the young aircraft mechanic
trying to be a biker. In the back of the service bay, the
young guy saw an old, very old, motorcycle. The thing
was as clean as the day it came from the factory.

“Thanks old dude.”

( This is the third piece that Mike has written for
the magazine. The first two were anonymous but
he finally relented and let me tell his name now.
Mike has a different perspective than a lot of
other riders and we value his contributions.
Watch for more from him in the future and tell
him what you think when you see him.)

“The threads are probably just about ruined on that
thing… well try one of these metric bolts and see if it
works, go try it in for size” said the grey haired biker.
The bolt slid in like it was made for the transmission.
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the Lion’s Club that night: anything from wheels to
ashtrays to fat girl calendars.
I appreciate the support the Motorheads give to the
magazine, and I thank them for allowing me and Joy
to be a part of their Christmas celebration. I hope to
see many readers of this magazine this June 4 in
Marine, Illinois, to enjoy a helluva time on the Kenny
Hoffman Run.

Christmas Comes But TWICE a Year?!
by Jim Furey

all I ever do is eat. This shindig was catered by Phyl
of Phyl’s Chet & Roses, which is one of the places the
Motorheads call home and the starting point for their
What kind of group would have its Christmas party on Annual Kenny Hoffman Poker Run. (Incidentally, that
January 21, well after the Christmas season is over? run takes place on June 4 this year and is always one
None other than one of this magazine’s favorites—the of the best poker runs of the year.)
Illinois Motorheads MC. They asked if we’d like to
attend and, thinking back on the fun I had had at every After we were all well fed, the club had a white
other Motorhead event I’ve attended, it didn’t take long elephant gift exchange. I chose not to take part then,
for me to figure out the answer was, “Hell, yeah!”.
but I will next year. Everyone brought gifts and put
them on a table. Then, if you brought a gift you were
The party was held at the Lion’s Club in Marine, assigned a number. Based on this number, you got to
Illinois. I spoke for a while with Bobby, the current choose a present. If you didn’t like the looks of any of
president of the club, and learned that the Motorheads the ones left, you could take one that was already
originated in Marine many years ago. The club was chosen. I’ll tell you, several of those gifts went around
started by 13 friends from the area who decided to the room many times before the last present was picked
start riding together—that spirit of friendship is still a up. Some very interesting items were floating around
trademark of the club today. We arrived a little late,
mainly because we knew there was going to be a club
.
meeting before the party started and we are not
members. Still, as always we were warmly greeted
when we arrived. We saw our good friend Hoosier
there, as well as Jewels and many others. In addition,
we met one family that had three members: a father
and two of his sons.
The food was tasty, and there was a lot of it. I for one
am glad that Christmas is over because it seems like
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Something Completely Different
BY Rich Aubuchon
Like so many millions of other Americans, I’ve
been playing a lot of poker lately. If you’ve seen
the shows on ESPN, you know what I’m talking
about: Texas Hold ‘Em.
Texas Hold ‘Em has quickly replaced Hungry
Hungry Hippos as the most popular game for
American gamblers, and even I am not immune.
For the unitiated, here are the basics of the
game.... Texas Hold ‘Em is called that because it
was made popular by a group of travelling
professional poker players from Texas, most
notably for World Series of Poker champion Doyle
Brunson and somebody who, honest to God, goes
through life calling himself Amarillo Slim. This
group of card-crazy Texans spent much of the 50s
and 60s slinking from town to town, finding high
stakes back-room poker games and cleaning up.
Hence, the word “Texas” in the game’s name. It’s
called “Hold ‘Em” because when a novice playersuch as myself- enters a poker room to play, that’s
what he should do with his testicals in order to
escape with them after losing all his money.
Most of the Texas Hold ‘Em being played these
days is actually online, at any of the several dozen
poker sites that have sprung up the past few years.
The advantages to playing online are many. For
starters, you don’t have to tip the dealer when
you win a pot, as you do in a casino. Also, because
the online game moves more quickly, it is much
easier to lose a lot of money in a shorter period of
time.
The game itself is remarkably simple. Each player
gets 2 cards which only he can see, then
everybody bets. Then 3 more cards are dealt to
the center of the table, face up, and everybody
bets again. These cards are called the “flop”,
because it’s at this point that somebody usually
collapses face down on the table, moaning “Why
does God hate me?”. Another card is dealt. This
one is called the “turn”, presumably because when
having no shot at a decent poker hand, a player
might turn to his neighbor and asks to swap cards,
a la Go Fish. This, by the way, is against the rules.
Finally, there’s another card called the “river”. It

has that name because after betting a hundred
or more dollars hoping to catch a straight or flush,
then not getting the final card needed, players
have been known to wet themselves.
Like everything else, poker has its own language.
If you make the trip to the casino poker room or
play in your neighbor’s garage, you’ll need to know
the proper phrases. Thankfully, I’m here to help.
Fish
A fish is a player who has no idea what he is doing.
Fish make stupid bets. They don’t fold when their
hand is weak. They think that arching one eyebrow
and shrieking, “Holy crap! I’ve got four aces!” is
an effective way to bluff.
River Rat
A river rat is similar to a fish, except one becomes
a river rat by playing a very weak hand and then
picking up the winning card on the River. There
are few things as painful in life as having three
Kings, presumably the winning hand, and losing
to some clown holding a seven and a two who
picked up a full house on the river.
Bad Beat
Bad beats are the result of holding a good hand
and playing very well, then losing to a river rat. In
Texas, the game’s namesake, being the victim of
a bad beat is considered grounds for justifiable
homicide. Many casinos actually offer a “Bad Beat
Jackpot”, where anybody with four-of-a-kind or
better who loses the hand receives tens of
thousands of dollars in compensation.
Tilt
When I was a young boy carrying my Dad’s golf
clubs around the course on a 95 degree day for
the princely sum of five dollars, he would
occasionally make a bad shot and respond by
heaving his driver, putter, sand wedge, or threewood into the water or over the hill or into the
woods, sometimes accompanied by the beer
cooler, his car keys, or a fellow golfer. His buddies
used to call these fits “Going Aubuchon”.
In poker, such a reaction to a troublesome hand

is called “Going on Tilt”. Players on tilt are likely
to bet their entire stack of chips on a pair of
deuces. They curse a lot. It’s fun to play with
somebody who’s tilting, because you can win a
lot of money and because let’s face it- a good
nervous breakdown is a joy to behold.
Table Wench
In casino’s, this is your cocktail waitress. At the
better card rooms, they tend to be tall, leggy, and
wear fishnets and low cut tops. At the lesser card
rooms, they tend to be stocky, pungent, and wear
a lot of tattoos.
Not surprisingly, most poker hands and card
combinations have clever little nicknames as well.
Here are some of the more well known.
Big Slick
This refers not to President Clinton’s penis, but to
having an Ace and a King as your hole cards.
Bachelor’s Special
When dealt a Jack of one suit and a King of
another (off-suit), you have the Bachelor’s Special,
because it is “Jack-King off”.
American Airlines
If you’re dealt a pair of Aces to start the game,
you have American Airlines. This is considered
the best possible starting Hold ‘Em hand, so it’s
hard to understand why it’s named after such a
crappy airline.
Using the above terms, you can now make a
common Hold ‘Em utterance such as: “The river
rat slapped a bad beat on me with his Big Slick
over my American Airlines. I thought the fish was
just holding a bachelor’s special, but now the table
wench better bring me some whiskey before I tilt.”
One final thought, before you cash out your mutual
funds and head to the card room to play Hold
‘Em. Kenny Rogers was wrong. Every hand isn’t
a winner, nor is every hand a loser. Most hands
are destined to be crap, but sometimes you get
lucky. You do have to know when to hold ‘em,
and know when to fold ‘em. Your testicals, that is.
With cards, it’s all a crap shoot.
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Russ Raby Benefit
By Rob ‘Bobo” Belinski

down by Mike Moran and his friends. I can’t recall
having seen these guys before but after hearing them
here, I will certainly be looking for anything these guys
are involved with in the future. I talked for a while with
Russ and was truly impressed with the way he is
handling his situation. I truly respect people that push on
though things may not be as they’d like and from our
conversation it appears that Russ is certainly one of those
people. I thought one of the highlights of our time at the
benefit was when Russ played a few songs with the band.

Here I was cruising around, doing some kind of
magazine-related stuff, when the phone rang. I was
invited to a benefit for Russ Raby at Cocktails, the place
that was known as the Long Branch, 10647 Lackland Rd.
I hadn’t met Russ before, but a big part of what we try to
do is help support local benefits and thereby hope our
readers notice worthy causes. From what I can tell, Russ
has been a fixture in both the motorcycle and the biker
community. I was very impressed by the number of folks
The organizers of this event should be saluted for the
that came together to help this man out.
excellent job they did. Not only did they organize a super
event for a worthy cause but they were working hard all
The event took place on January 28th, and it was one of
day making sure everyone had a good time and that this
several things going on. This Saturday was one of the
turned out to be a big success. If there are some of you
rare rainy days we had this past January, but at Cocktails
out there who know Russ, or some of you that just like to
it was brightened by the spirits of the old-school crowd
help those that can use it and weren’t able to make it for
that had come out to support this cause. It seems Russ
whatever reason, donations are still being accepted. If
has contracted cancer and while the treatments are going
you are interested in helping this family get through a
well, it has placed a tremendous strain on his family’s
tough time, then contact Jim Raby (314) 429-3181, Deb
finances. So a bunch of Russ’s friends decided to step up
Hoff (314) 427 – 8977 or Angie Simpson (314) 369-5478
and put on this benefit to help them out.
for more information on what you can do.
There were silent auctions with lots of great donated
items available. The folks at Cocktails offered several
shot specials and there were hourly raffles. Joy and I
were busy that day and couldn’t stay long, but it seemed
as if all those assembled were having a great time. And
why shouldn’t they, there was always something going
on including the good eats like the bbq plates they were
serving up for $5. I know these were good ‘cause I
scarfed one down myself. In addition, they were offering
hot dog and chip plates too—these were particularly
popular with the youngest attendees.
Did I mention there was live music? Let me tell you there
was some pretty freaking classic rock and roll being laid
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Toys for Babies Run
by Dave “Monty” Monachella

This past Christmas, a hardy group of volunteers once
again braved the frigid temperatures and rode out to
give toys and presents to babies. This year’s destination
was St. Mary’s Health Center.
For the second year now, the March of Dimes RIDE
Bikers for Babies committee and area hospitals teamed
up to help children and their parents during the holiday
season. The Retired Senior Volunteer Program donated
knitted blankets and tiny knitted hats to the babies,
and the RIDE committee donated toys to their older
siblings. Everyone in attendance had a great time.
Events like this really help to remind us of what the
holidays are all about!
We would like to thank the staff of St. Mary’s Health
Center, the Retired Senior Volunteer Program, and the
March of Dimes for all of their hard work that made
this event possible. We hope to see you next year at
this heart-warming event! Keep your eyes on the March
of Dimes website (www.marchofdimes.com/missouri)
for more information.
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Tattoo of the Month

This month’s tat can be found on the midsection of a lovely
young thing named Sky. Sky is from Brentwood, MO, and
you can see her and this sharp ink at Larry Flynt’s Hustler
Club. The artist who does this and all of Sky’s work is very
talented. He is the same artist who did my tattoo and he is
none other than Kenny Azar. Kenny has opened up his own
shop out in Wentzville, MO. It is aptly called Ken’s Tattoo
Shop. For those for you who don’t recognize the tattoo, it
features the lovely Jessica Rabbit from “Who Shot Roger
Rabbit.” Once again, another fine piece of skin art. If you
or someone you know would like to see your tattoo featured
here, send us an email pic of the tat along with some details
and maybe you will see it here. Send those pics and details
to tats@thebikinglife.com.

The Biking Life Magazine is always
looking for customer service oriented
salespeople/contributors
Currently there are openings for:
Springfield/Branson MO area
Springfield/Decatur IL area
If you live here or elsewhere email us
jobs@thebiking life.com

Iron Hog has great financing
plans available regardless of
history. We also offer the
Midwest’s Best prices on ‘06
Harleys, there is a two year
warranty on all new cus-

toms and Harleys. We
have bikes available as
low as $2,000, EVOs,
Pans, Shovels & Ironhead

Free bike pickup and delivery, we will
get your bike bring it to the shop and
service it, detail it and drop it off for no
extra charge

Remember we are your Custom
Connection and Harley-Davidson
Hook-up

