The Staff
Jim Furey - Publisher
Jennifer Furey - Managing Editor
Kim Kirgan – Writer/Sales Rep
Joy Furey - Exec. Asst.
Brian Dillender - Photojournalist
David Camden - Photojournalist
Dave Monachella
Jim Harvey
Bob ‘Old Skool’ Bradford - Writer / Sales
William ‘Killer’ Miller
Cher Petrovic - Photographer
John Skala - Photojournalist
Kathleen Haverstick - Sales Representative
Betsi Heckenkamp - Writer / Sales Rep
Fuzzy - Writer
Fred Zumalt - Springfield/Branson
The Biking Life
PO Box 448
Troy, IL 62294
Office (618) 531-0432
staff@thebikinglife.com
Cover:The Pure Evil bike built to be marketed
by the Red Rocker Sammy Hagar photograph
courtesy of John Skala taken at the Wide Open
Bike Show.
The Biking Life magazine is published monthly by
Bi-State Biking LLC. All rights reserved. The publisher assumes no liability and can not beheld liable
for errors beyond the space occupied by the error,
slander of any group or individual, failure to produce any issue as scheduled for reasons beyond our
control, any and all lawsuits for liable, plagiarism,
copyright infringement and unauthorized use of a
person’s name or photograph. Opinions and claims
made by advertisers and authors are theirs, and do
not represent the policy of The Biking Life magazine. If you are still reading this get a life.

Letter from the Publidher
by Jim Furey
I’ve been threatening to do this for a while and now I am. I
realize that I tread on dangerous ground here. I am not out to disrespect
anyone or tick off anyone. The topic for this month is colors. For the
uninitiated, these are the patches that people wear on their vests or
jackets, which identify them as members of certain clubs, organizations
or associations. They are not the patches of eagles, Harley-Davidson,
Honda, or any of a number of caricatures or others that show an affiliation
or former affiliation with a military service.
With the growth in motorcycles in recent years, there has
been an explosion in the number of these groups. There are several new
groups that are linked to the American Legion and some are linked to
VFW or AMVETS Posts. There are more and more Christian Motorcycle
groups and there are even motorcycle clubs that celebrate their sobriety
and lifestyle changes along with many others. Truth be told, if I wasn’t
publishing this magazine, I would in all probability be a member of one
of these groups.
I think this is cool, riding your bike is an awesome experience
and finding a group, club, or association that shares your passion to ride
as well as some secondary interest can really add to the fun. I have a lot
of friends who wear patches in all types of clubs from 1%ers to CMAs
and anywhere in between. I support clubs and their events often and
have covered and publicized these events. I deviated from this support
in November with our bike show and it probably cost me dearly. I was
hoping that my friends could support me this once in a no-colors venue,
but found out I was wrong about that. That is cool; there should be
consequences when you stray from what you believe in.
The Biking Life does not, to the best of our knowledge, list
any place that posts a sign saying no-colors in our biker friendly section.
The reason for this is simple, how truly biker friendly is a place if they
won’t allow all of our brothers in? I was going to change that recently;
there is a place that is extremely biker friendly and always opened their
doors to us for events, benefits or dances. The people that run it are
riders and do a lot to support the riding community whenever they can.
However, recently they changed that policy because some groups got in
an altercation there. This altercation affected this place a lot, it cost them
big money, some on the day itself, but more because it caused them to
temporarily change their color policy that in turn caused them to lose
events that have been their lifeblood. That policy has been reversed but
still damage was done.
These things happen and always have, but it is just this sort
of thing that causes business owners to close their doors to those that
choose to wear colors. In my father’s time there were gangs, and when
I ran with a bunch of buddies later on. Yeah, we had differences with
other groups and we settled them, but we settled these issues in places
where other people weren’t affected. It is just this sort of thing that
causes business owners to close their doors to those that choose to wear
colors.
That is my point I guess. I support the wearing of colors and
most other expressions of our freedoms. In talking to club members, many
of them talk about respect and that is something I readily understand, but
respect is a two way street. If we want businesses to respect our right
to wear colors, then we need to respect their right to offer their clients
a fun and moderately safe place to hang. There are many places people
can go to settle their differences, we don’t need to do it in a business
that supports us. I invite any and all opinions on this matter and if space
permits may print some regardless of viewpoint.
Okay, I’m done. I invite you to check out our events page to
see all the cool stuff going on. I would like to bring to your attention the
Outlanders Blessing of the Bikes on the 30th. They will also be unveiling
the Riders Memorial in Roxana Park. Of course, there is also the St.
Pat’s Day ride from TJ’s in Pevely on March 16th. Till next time, have
fun, be good and ride lots.

We Don’t Forget

This story speaks to you about your lost brothers and
others. We all have “lost brothers/others” and “loved
ones.” I and my brothers at AGS have been doing
Memorial Runs for years. Then last year, I was thinking
about my lost brothers/others and came up with the
idea of doing what I call a “graveside ride.” I set up a
lot of our rides and annual runs anyway, so I mentioned
this to my brothers. I got the usual mixed feelings from
my brothers. Like one of them said, Fuzzy that sounds
macabre to me, so I said if you feel that way don’t go.
We decided to meet at the clubhouse and ride our
motorcycles to some of our lost brothers/others and
“rap it up for them.” I set up a date to meet and said if
anybody had any brothers in particular to mention them
and where their gravesite is and we would go by their
grave. One of my brothers said, “Fuzzy what are we
going to do at the graves?” I told him that we planned
to “rap it up” and show respect for our lost brothers/
others by doing this. I would just say a few words and
then we’d spend some time there and then he could do
what ever wished.
Well, the day came. Jigs and I rode in and a couple
of other bros showed up. Then came a couple more
riding in, followed by a few more, and another few so
that when it was time to go there were around 15 bikes
and my brothers/sisters were ready to roll. Some had
brought flowers, Stick had some of our AGS stickers
and a few of us had brought cameras along.
We took off from the clubhouse heading to our lost
Brothers/others graves. We got to the first one which
happened to be “Macs.” We all had a few words to say,
and then Stick put an AGS sticker on the headstone.
We took a few pictures and some brothers pulled weeds

from around the tombstone and some put flowers on
the grave. We rapped our bikes up and rode to the next
brother’s grave doing the same things again. Then we
blasted to Jefferson Barracks and we did the same
things at all the gravesites of our lost brothers/others
and we “rapped it up for all the veterans.” Jefferson
Barracks is definitely a very special cemetery. It is an
honor and privilege to visit the lost there.
After we left Jefferson Barracks, it was time for some
food and refreshments so we hit the highway blasting
down interstate 55 to 61-67 and then to Highway 67
Saloon. We all got something to eat and drink there.
This place is a nice place with good food, good people
running it and they are a biker friendly establishment.
Thank you to the good people at Highway 67 Saloon.
We got back on our bikes and went on to another
cemetery. This time it was Chapel Hill where we have
quite a few lost brothers/others. It had by now become
so natural to us.
We finished up there after spending the whole day
visiting about 20 gravesites and a riding a lot of miles.
Then we blasted back to the clubhouse where we had
started this “graveside ride.”
When we got back there, my brothers were saying
things like when I am gone, I would sure be proud to
have a bunch of my brothers ride by my grave and rap
it up for me. Another brother said, “Fuzzy, I sure am
glad we did this ride. It was an awesome day and I felt
good and proud of what we did.”
You know what? We already have a date set to do
another “graveside ride” this year. I know there are
other brotherhoods out there that do similar things. We
did not invent this. Brotherhoods have been doing this
forever and it will continue forever. However, I thought
I would share this experience with my “brothers of
the wind.” You can never show too much respect for
brothers and others whether they are dead or alive.
Dirty Johnny has this to say, “When it is time for me to
go, I, Dirty Johnny will be reincarnated. I will be back
as a “go go pole” at a clubhouse near you.” That way I
know I will see and be with my brothers/sisters all the
time doing the dirty dog; Dirty Johnny forever.”
I am wrapping this one up so till next time; put that
Harley in the wind and don’t forget the bike blessing
and SEMO are coming up.
.As always I will see you somewhere soon. Fuzzy

HARDTAIL HUMOR
We were dressed and ready to go out for the New Years Eve
Party. We turned on a night light, turned the answering machine
on, covered our pet parakeet and put the cat in the backyard. We
phoned the local cab company and requested a taxi.
The taxi arrived and we opened the front door to leave the house.
The cat we put out in the yard, scoots back into the house. We
didn’t want the cat shut in the house because she always tries to
eat the bird.
I go out to the taxi, while my husband went inside to get the cat.
The cat runs upstairs, with my husband in hot pursuit. Waiting

in the cab, I don’t want the driver to know that the house will
be empty for the night. So, I explain to the taxi driver that he
will be out soon, “He’s just going upstairs to say goodbye to my
mother.”
A few minutes later, he gets into the cab. “Sorry I took so long,”
he said, as we drove away. “That stupid bitch was hiding under
the bed. I had to poke her with a coat hanger to get her to come
out! She tried to take off, so I grabbed her by the neck. Then, I
had to wrap her in a blanket to keep her from scratching me. But
it worked! I hauled her fat ass downstairs and threw her out into
the back yard!”

The cab driver hit a parked car..

Bad Motor Scooter
By Jim Furey
Last year I was at the Wide Open Bike Show (hell I
attend the Wide Open Bike Show every year ‘cause I
think it is pretty cool). While there, I stopped in to say
hi to Kevin Cashion and Jay Crooke, the twisted yet
creative geniuses behind Pure Evil Cycles, located at
1829 W. Square Drive in beautiful High Ridge, MO.
Well after shooting it for a while with these guys, Jay
says I have a secret but you can’t tell anyone. So I tell
him I won’t and he tells me he is building a bike for
Sammy Hagar, the St Louis favorite. In addition, he
says that they will produce a limited number of these
bikes for sale to the general public. It turns out this
limited number is 100, but I will tell you a little bit
more about that later.
Who else would the Red Rocker choose to build a Bad
Motor Scooter for him than a shop with Pure Evil in
its name? Like so many things in life, it seemed like
a natural fit, but without some intervention, it might
not have happened. This intervention took the form of
a recommendation from Jason and Lonny Childress
of Gateway Classic Mustang who were already
commissioned to build the GCM-R 1967 Mustang for
Sammy. They contacted Jay and Kevin about building
a matching bike and from there, things just took off.

Pure Evil Cycles has been around for a while and
has garnered attention for their awesome looking
motorcycles at many shows. The Pure Evil clothing
line probably gathers almost as much notice, but that
may be for the fine looking ladies that show it off. The
guys at Pure Evil conduct business by appointment to
help meet your needs. Did you ever wonder why so
many businesses are only open when most people are
at work? Not so with these guys! You can call them
at (314) 540-7826 or visit them on the web at www.
purevilweb.com and they will schedule a time that is
convenient for you.
If you have ever met Jay and Kevin, you know that
they are pretty regular guys and good dudes to party

from Springfield, MO. Jay said that most of the frames
they incorporate in their builds are from Thompson
Choppers because they really like quality and the
styling. This is their Custom Warlord Softail and it
incorporates 40 degrees of rake along with 6 inches

with. That is why they strive to build bikes that are
both affordable and rideable. They have decades of
riding and friendship between them and know what
they want in both look and performance. While these
two are the faces of Pure Evil, without the help of many
other individuals, their ideas couldn’t come to life.
Now a little about the bike! This Bad Motor Scooter
features an ’07 Ultima El Bruto 113 engine to make
it roar to life, and that roar is amplified by the WCC
Hell Bent pipes. The transmission is a ’07 Ultima 5
speed. The frame was created by Thompson Choppers

of stretch. That awesome springer front end also came
from Thompson Choppers and is aptly named Custom
10” Over Phat Springer. The wheels to match those
on the cars were supposed to be done by Keith Kern
of Billet Specialties but unfortunately, Keith doesn’t
manufacture motorcycle wheels. He had no way to get
the programming and create the special tooling needed
in time for the SEMA show in Las Vegas so Jay and
Kevin got permission to create the wheels themselves.
They told me that, though most of the bike required
custom fabrication, the wheels were among the most

challenging items to fashion, especially with that
deadline looming. The bike is painted red because we
all know there is no substitute for red. This particular
color is DuPont’s Hot Hues Red Hot Meltdown. This
project was a collaborative effort with the following
individuals each adding their own special talent: Jay
Crooke, Kevin Cashion, L.C., Mike ‘Captain’ Patrick,
Hurricane Cramburg, Dean Bryant, Jay Roth, Dave
Murphy, Cabo Ron, Rick Kubernat, Brian Smith, Greg
‘Pockets’ Stinchcomb, Keith Stoff, and Josh Pettey.
Our hats are off to all of them!
You can see this bike at various shows throughout the
country and there will be one of the one hundred being
built for sale to the general public at all of the events
Sammy plays this year. It is really well worth checking
out. However, if you don’t want to go to a bike show
or a Sammy concert, give the guys a call and I am sure
they will show it to you. One last thing, each one of the
one hundred will be stamped with a sequential Pure
Evil serial number. The same thing is also being done
with Gateway Classic Mustangs GCM-R Mustang and
the ’08 Red Rocker, so if you wish to buy one with a
specific serial number, request it by contacting either

Pure Evil Cycles at (314) 540-7826 or visit Gateway
Classic Mustang at www.gatewayclassicmustang.
com. Remember, one hundred isn’t very many so if
you don’t act fast, you may get shut out. If you are a
little bored on daddy’s farm, I suggest you get on one
of these bad motor scooters and ride. It will definitely
get you noticed as you go out cruisin’ & boozin’. I
thank Jay and Kevin for being kind enough to share
some of their time with me.

Hartbauer McBride Poker Run Fun
by Jim Furey

Sometimes you can tell what month it is just by
reading the stories in a magazine. You can count on some
people to run the same stories repeatedly, but not us. However,
there are a few events we attend every year because I believe
strongly in them. One of those is the Hartbauer McBride Poker
Run. The Hartbauer McBride Foundation that organizes the
event is also known as “Bikers Helping Bikers” and they truly
do. This organization’s board is made up totally of unpaid
volunteers; they do not volunteer in hopes of fortune or glory,
but because there is a need when tragic events happen to
bikers. The Foundation will help anyone within a 100 miles
radius of the Arch providing they can demonstrate a true
need. I can tell you that this group has given away more than
$120,000 since they started. You can also read about the help
they provided to a family in this issue. The recipient’s name
has been omitted because this group respects the privacy of
those they help.
But enough background information, let’s talk about
something fun--their annual poker run. This is one of the
largest runs in the area; in fact it is so big that it requires
two starting points. Last year, the Missouri portion of the ride
started at Gateway to the West Harley Davidson on Lemay
Ferry, and the Illinois folks started at the new Frieze Harley
Davidson dealership now located on Greenmount Road just

off I-64 in O’Fallon, IL. We signed up here and the Stone
Celts HOG Chapter did an admirable job in running this
signup and I’m sure the Gateway Chapter did as fine a job
on their route. After signing up, Frieze Harley Davidson was
kind enough to show me around the dealership while they
were still putting the finishing touches on the newest Harley
Davidson location in the region. It is “green” which means it
will practice ecologically sound business practices.
From here, we hit a favorite of bikers that enjoy good
company and great food, Gallagher’s Getaway in Freeburg,
IL. This is always a great place to stop and the kitchen is open
again and serving breakfast, lunch and dinner daily. After
talking with friends and of course saying hi to Sheila and
Jackie, it was time to head a little further south. We hopped
on our scooters and went to Sporto’s Pub and Grill in Red
Bud, IL. This has long been a drop point for the magazine,
but this was one of the few occasions I had to spend anytime
here. It was enjoyable; this place is very racing oriented. Our
next stop was the Columbia Saloon Bar and Grill; this was
my first time here and I’m sure it won’t be my last. It is set
back off the road some, but a very nice bar and the place is
huge.

Then it was time once again hit the road for our last
stop. This year the ride ended at Crehan’s Irish Pub, 5500
North Belt West in Belleville, IL. This was the fourth year in
a row this ride ended here. Barry and Patty Gregory do all
they can to support the Foundation, this ride and really all the
bikers in the area. Just as a side note, I got an email recently
and they are opening their establishment as a meeting place
for the Belleville Road Riders for Jesus. At any rate, for this
event, the parking lot was filled with all kinds of motorcycles
from throughout the region. Barry provided some kick ass
live music for the crowd, plenty of cold beverages and an
awesome staff to take care of us.
As the afternoon progressed, there were many great
giveaways as always gathered up for the most part by the
workhorse of the Foundation, Steve “Wildman” Howard.
Following this event, Wildman went into semi-retirement
although from what I’ve seen at the meetings and other events

since then, he still does all he can for the Foundation. He will
be sorely missed because he does procure so many of the
items that are contributed to this charitable organization. If
you have a skill or talent or would like to make a donation to
the Foundation, Wildman’s card is always on the magazine or
if you contact me, I will put you in touch with the appropriate
people. The Foundation relies on good people doing what they
can to help out in order to be able to provide the assistance
they do to bikers. I urge you to remember that the Hartbauer
McBride Foundation only helps bikers and their families and
because of this, they deserve our support. My apologies if
that sounds a little preachy, but I do believe in this charitable
organization and want to do what I can to help make it a
success.

Back to the afternoon’s festivities, the highlight
was no doubt when the winner of the progressive 50/50 was
announced. The pot for this drawing grows all year long. You
do not have to take part in the ride to buy a ticket. In fact if
you are at an event and see a representative of the Foundation
or me, just ask as we usually have raffle tickets with us. Last
year, the winner walked away with over $2,000; that is almost
a life changing amount of money as Howie would say.
Last year’s ride was a great time; it’s always good
to see so many friends. Oh and by the way, the Foundation’s
next event is the Bikers Helping Bikers Benefit Party on
June 14, 2008. It will be held at the Goff-Moll American
Legion Post, St. Louis. This is always big fun for the cause
and they have some tremendous auction items. Come on out
and have some fun with people who know how to have a
good time.

APRIL 19-20
GATEWAY INT’L RACEWAY

MADISON, ILLINOIS

• RACING STARTS 9AM BOTH DAYS
• ADMISSION $50 FOR WEEKEND PASS
OR $30 FOR SINGLE DAY PASS
CHILDREN 11 & UNDER FREE
ACTIVE & RESERVE MILITARY FREE
• DISCOUNT TICKETS AVAILABLE AT
GATEWAY DALE’S & SURDYKE HARLEY-DAVIDSON

• AHDRA NITRO PARTIES AT
GATEWAY, DALE’S & SURDYKE HARLEY-DAVIDSON DEALERSHIPS

FRIDAY APRIL 18, FROM 4-7 PM

FREE FOOD, DRINKS, LIVE MUSIC & AHDRA RACEBIKES!

• OFFICIAL H.O.G. PITSTOP

FREE EVENT PIN W/VALID H.O.G. CARD & PAID ADMISSION

• FOR MORE RACE INFORMATION
CALL 336-924-2095 OR VISIT WWW.AHDRA.COM

• FOR TRACK INFORMATION

CALL GATEWAY INT’L RACEWAY AT 618-482-2400 OR VISIT WWW.GATEWAYRACEWAY.COM

• RAMADA-HOST HOTEL

CALL 618-632-4747 ASK FOR AHDRA GROUP RATE

• GYPSY RENDEZVOUS ACTIVITIES @ GATEWAY INT’L RACEWAY

SUNDAY “THE BIKING LIFE MAG” BIKE SHOW
DYNA STREET BOB BIKE RAFFLE – PURCHASE RAFFLE TICKETS @
GATEWAY, DALE’S & SURDYKE HARLEY-DAVIDSON
INFO ON ACTIVITIES CALL 314-845-9900 OR VISIT www.GYPSYRENDEZVOUS.com

DOUG VANCIL

IL BKG LF 08

2007 SCREAMIN EAGLE TOP FUEL CHAMPION

Helping Bikers-Hartbauer McBride Foundation
by Jim and Joy Furey
We met an individual at the last Hartbauer McBride
dance who has been helped by the Foundation of the
same name. We sat down and listened as he related
his story. His name has been changed because all
recipients of assistance from the Foundation remain
anonymous. However, we thank him for his candor
and wish him all the best.
Over six years ago, Bob was told by his doctors that
he had two years to live, so he has beaten the odds
thus far. He has a feeding tube and is chair bound.
At the time of our meeting, Bob was still undergoing
tests and was scheduled to have radiation injections.
Bob said that he is generally sick one week a month;
however, the injections would leave him unable to do
much of anything for an entire month.
Bob found out he was sick when he thought he burned
his mouth badly on some truck stop chicken and
subsequently made an appointment to see a doctor.
After an examination, he was told the cause of his
symptoms was not due to a burned mouth, but rather
was caused by cancer.
When he stopped by Doc’s Harley Davidson, he told
his friend Johnny who works in the parts department
about his illness. Johnny in turn told Patty Bush, the
owner of Doc’s, who submitted Bob’s name to the
Hartbauer McBride Foundation as a possible recipient
of assistance from the Foundation.
Wildman of the Hartbauer McBride Foundation
contacted Bob to let him know that his application for
assistance had been approved and that the fund for
“Bikers Helping Bikers” was set to help him. Bob
was skeptical and hung up on Wildman. Not easily
deterred, Wildman called back and asked to speak to
“the boss,” Bob’s wife.
Bob said that the assistance from the Hartbauer
McBride Foundation came through at a time when
he was no longer able to continue his job driving a
truck. His wife worked, but they were going to have
to live on her salary alone. His wife was very happy
to be married to a biker when the Hartbauer McBride
Foundation helped them out!

No longer able to be a truck driver, Bob has found a
more creative way to keep busy. He does wood burning
and carvings that he donates to the Hartbauer McBride
Foundation. Bob said that he will do anything he can
to help the Foundation and Wildman. He confided that
he would have liked to stay at home in bed the day of
the Hartbauer McBride Foundation’s dance, but came
out to lend his support because the Foundation came
through for him at a time when the American Cancer
Society wanted to know how much he would donate.
He also mentioned that another reason he had to come
to the dance is that he wouldn’t know how to explain
getting beaten up by Santa Claus (Wildman)!

Clubs & Organizations
.A.R.M
(Association
of
Recovering
Motorcyclists) Chapter 13 - Support and
brotherhood for bikers in recovery meeting and
event dates vary, for info check out the national
Web Site
A.B.A.T.E for MO - Gateway to Freedom
Chapter - Meetings are held the 1st Tuesday
of the month 7 PM at Shady Jack’s, 1432 N.
Broadway, St.Louis ,Mo.63102, 314-241-4644
Email - Web Site
A.B.A.T.E for MO - James Gang Chapter - for
more info visit Web Site for info
A.B.A.T.E for MO - Mexico MO Chapter
- meetings are the last Sunday of the Month at
RICHARD’S CYCLE 4302 S. CLARK MEXICO,
MO. 573-581-0766
A.B.A.T.E of IL - Backroads Chapter - Meetings
are held the 2nd Sunday of the month at 10:00
a.m. at Pop-a-Tops in Ellis Grove, IL. on Rt. 3
for more information please email rogers93@htc.
netWeb Site
A.B.A.T.E of IL - Freedom by Choice - Macon
County area our monthly chapter meetings are
held the 2nd Sunday of every month starting at
1:00 p.m. at the DAV (unless otherwise noted)
Web Site
A.B.A.T.E of IL - Great River Chapter
- Meetings are held the 2nd Sunday of the
month 2 PM at various locations for info
emailgreatriverabate@msn.com Web Site
A.B.A.T.E of IL - Peo-Taz Chapter - visit Web
Site for more info
A.B.A.T.E of IL - Prairieland Chapter Meetings are held the 3rd Sunday of the month 1
PM at the Prairieland ABATE Building located at
1901 N. Railroad Ave Decatur, IL Web Site
A.B.A.T.E of IL - St Clair County - St. Clair
County meetings are held on the second Thursday
of each month at 7 p.m., at the Fairview Hts Elks
Club, corner of Old Lincoln Trail and Hwy 161,
Fairview Hts, IL Web Site
A.B.A.T.E. of IL - Piasa-Gateway Chapter Chapter meetings are held the 2nd Saturday of
every month starting at 7:00 p.m. Our meetings are
held at the Cottage Hills V.F.W. Post 7678, 121 S.
Williams Street, Cottage Hills, IL. 618.259.0559.
Web Site
American Legion Riders - Meetings are held
the 4th Wednesday of the month 7:30 PM at
American Legion Post 162 for more info call Rich
(314) 832-2469
American Legion Riders 365 - We meet on
the 4th Tuesday of each month at 7pm at the
Collinsville American Legion Post 365, 1022
Vandalia, Collinsville, IL 62234 Phone: 618-5660567
American Legion Riders 708 - Meetings are
held the 3rd Sunday of the month 7:00 PM at the
Troy, IL American Legion Post
Association MC - Jonesboro, AR visit Web Site
for info
Bikers Against Child Abuse (BACA) Dam
Missouri Chapter - Meetings 1st Thursday of the
month call CC Ryder 573-216-3014 for location
Bikers Against Child Abuse (BACA) East
Missouri Chapter - East Missouri Chapter
Meetings Moose Lodge at 2625 Woodson Rd.
in Overland, MO 63114 it is on Woodson at the

intersection of Midland and Woodson behind QT
west of 170 south of the airport at 10am on the
third Sunday of every month. All bikes and bikers
are welcome. Hotline (314) 277-8905 or (314)
719-2928 Email - Web Site
Bikers Against Child Abuse (BACA) Illinois
Chapter - Illinois Chapter Meetings We meet the
second Sunday of the month at the O Fallon, IL
VFW For more information call (618) 363 4028
All bikes and bikers are welcome.
Bond Slaves MC - Christian Motorcyclists visit
Web Site for info
Bootleggers MC - welcomes all brands of bikes
monthly meeting First Saturday of the month
please call Lon Bishop president at 618-2516160
Christian Motorcycle Assn (CMA) Broken
Chains - Meetings on the first Saturday of the
month at 9 AM at the Dennys in Lake St Louis,
MO (exit 214 off I70). Call Mac (636) 577-5656
Web Site
Christian Motorcycle Assn (CMA) Cross Road
Riders - meetings on the 2nd Sunday of the
month at the Union, MO Public Library contact
Lonnie 636-583-4871 for info
Christian Motorcycle Assn (CMA) Good News
Riders - Meetings second Thurdays 7:30 PM Fire
Mountain 8925 Watson Crestwood, MO. Call Jim
(314) 434-2282 Email - Web Site
Christian Motorcycle Assn (CMA) SEMO Son
Riders - visit Web Site
Christian Motorcycle Assn (CMA) Servant
Riders - Meetings on the third Saturday of the
month at 10 AM Fire Mountain 8925 Watson
Crestwood, MO. Call Jim (314) 434-2282
Christian Motorcycle Assn (CMA) Steelhorse
Prophets - visit Web Site
Concours Owners Group - Monthly breakfast
rides third Sunday of month Except April which
is the fourth Sunday. Meet at Quick Trip on south
Outer Rd I-44 and MO Hwy W Eureka, MO 636
278 2276 or http://www.concours.org
Cosmic Riders Motorcycle Association Waterloo, IL visit Web Site or call Moondog 618
363-6614 or email moondog@htc.net
Diehard Bikers - This is a fun club from the
Southern Illinois area for more info visit http://
www.diehardbikers.com
Dream Weavers Motorcycle Club - Meets first
Thursday of each month at 7pm at the Woodriver
VFW Post 2859. Please check the Web Site for
details.
Euro Motor Union of Greater St. Louis Meetings 7:30 pm First Tuesday at Sports Page
Inn Old Rte 3 South of Dupo IL (314) 994-1257
Fat Boys Ride with Pride - every third
Sunday meet from 11 to noon meeting spots
vary so check the website for info email trick
thefatboys@charter.net Web Site
FOG MC - Freakin Old Guys must be 45+ to join
for info email budtrk@hotmailc.om website is
coming fogmc.com
Freedom of Road Riders: Local 20 - Meetings
the last Sunday of the month at 1PM at the Eagles
Club in Dexter, MO Web Site
Freedom of Road Riders: Local 24 - This
chapter was closed due to lack of support from
local riders.
Freedom of Road Riders: Local 25 - Meetings
the third Sunday 1:00 PM at the American Legion

Hall in Old Town St. Peters, MO (636) 278-5910
Freedom of Road Riders: Local 28 - Meetings
the first Friday of the month 7:00 PM at the
Pulaski Co Shrine Club Hwy 17 South Buckhorn,
MO for info local28@earthlink.net
Freedom of Road Riders: Local 32 - Meetings
First Sunday of the month 1 PM at LeeBos
Roadhouse Hwy 84 East Caruthersville, MO
Freedom of Road Riders: Local 34 - Meetings
the third Wednesday of the month at Bullwinkle’s
Pub Hwys T and 60 in Poplar Bluff, MO Web
Site
Freedom of Road Riders: Local 35 - Meetings
on the third Saturday of the month at the Americna
Legion Hall in Artesian Park Clinton, MO
Freedom of Road Riders: Local 38 - Meetings
the First Sunday of the month 11:30 AM at TJ’S
Bar & Grill Hwys 61/67 & Z in Pevely, MO (636)
464-2941
Freedom of Road Riders: Local 42 - Meetings
the last Wednesday of the month 6:30 PM at
Roadhouse 100, 2763 Hwy 100, Gray Summit,
MO (636) 271-9123
Freedom Riders - welcomes all bikers and bikes
to come ride with them email ride4jc1 @aol.com
for details.
Full Circle Motorcycle Association - meetings
are on the first sunday of every month. our home
page is at fcmabiker.com http://www.fcmabiker.
com
Gateway River Rats - Meets the second Saturday
of the month at 11 AM. at Good Times Tavern 200
N Main St Dupo, IL for info check the web
Gateway X-treme Riders Assoc - St. Louis MO
area including Metro East IL Club is primarily for
owners/riders of Honda VTX cruisers. All bikes
are welcome. Web site: http://groups.yahoo.com/
group/gatewayvtx
Glory Riders - Group from Glen Carbon, IL
email www.gloryriders@charter.net
Gold Wing Road Riders Association (GWRRA)
- Have various meeting locations in the Metro
St. Louis Area. Check out the one nearest you at
http://www.stlouisgwrra.homestead.com
Harley Owners Group Alton, IL Chapter
- Fourth Thursday of month 7:30 PM at Alton
Sports Tap Route 140 & Route 3 Alton, IL. Ladies
of Harley fourth Thurs also at Alton Sports Tap,
Banquet room.
Harley Owners Group Borbeuse Vally Chapter
- Meets second Sunday of the month, 10:00 AM
at Pizza and Pasta Co. Restaurant - Union, MO
call (636) 451-0106 for more info or directions.
Harley Owners Group Decatur IL Chapter meetings are held on the second Tuesday of each
month at 6:30 at the dealership
Harley Owners Group Festus MO Chapter
- First Wed of month, 7:30 at Surdyke Harley
Davidson 2435 Highway 67, Festus, MO. Please
call the dealership for more info (636) 931 8700.
Harley Owners Group Gateway to the West
Chapter - Third Thursday of the month 8 pm
at Gateway to the West Harley Davidson, 3600
Lemay Ferry Rd., St. Louis, MO, LOH meets
the fourth Tuesday of the month at Carussos in
Oakville, MO at 7:30 PM for more info go to Web
Site.
Harley Owners Group Kirkwood MO Chapter
- Meets second Tuesday of the month at 7:30 PM
at Stratford Inn - Gazebo Room, 800 S. Highway

Drive, Fenton, Missouri 63026 (Across From
The Chrysler Plant). The LOH meeting is held
at Culpeppers, 312 S Kirkwood, Kirkwood,
MO on the first Thursday of month. Everyone is
welcome. - Web Site.
Harley Owners Group Ozark Mountain
Chapter - meets the third Sunday of the month at
1 PM at Ozark Harley Davidson 2300 Evergreen
Parkway from May - Sep meetings are 11 AM for
info contact Web Site or call 417 532-2900
Harley Owners Group River Road Chapter first Wednessday of the month at 7 PM alternates
monthly between TNT Action Sports and TriState establishments for info visit Web Site or call
217 224-1004
Harley Owners Group Springfield IL Chapter
- second Wednesday of each month 7 PM at
Breaktime call dealership for info 217 528-8356
Harley Owners Group St Charles Chapter
- Meets at 7:00 p.m. every first Wednesday of
the month at the Veterans of Foreign Wars Post
#2866, 2201 South Old Highway 94, St. Charles,
MO 63303. Web Site
Harley Owners Groups Belleville, IL Chapter Third Wednesday of month, 7:30 PM at the ELKS
club at corner of Route 161 and Lincoln Trail in
Fairview Heights, IL. Call dealership if you have
questions (618) 277-8864. Web Site.
Honda Sport touring Assn - St Louis area first
Saturday of the month; South Central MO area
second Saturday of the month; Kanasa City area
third Saturday of the month. Please join us at any
time home.kc.rr.com/mosilhsta. Garth Haubner
at (636) 928 6939 email: ghaubner@juno.com
or Tom Trieschmann at (314) 692 7463 email
ttriesch@inlink.com
Illinois Motorcyclists Rights Association - an
organization that concentrates on the street riders
right visit the website Web Site
In Country Vets Motorcycle Club - must have
served in Vietnam and own a 500+ cc motorcycle
any type for info visit Web Site or call 618-9103698
Knights of the Word MM - for more info visit
Web Site
LOMA (lake of the Ozarks Motorcycle
Association) - call their rides/ events hotline 573480-7433 for info
Marion Roadrunners Riders Group - meetings
are held on the 3rd Tuesday of the month at 7pm
at the Eagles Hall in Marion, IL. The meetings are
open to every one. More info as well as events are
available on their web site Web Site
MidSouth Riders - of Northwest Tennessee visit
Web Site for info
Midwest Cafe Racing Assn - Ride Line: (314)
481 8078; email: Rideline@mcraracing.com;
website: Web Site
Midwest Trail Riders Assn. - Email:
mtra@ridemtra.com;
website:
http://www.
ridemtra.com ; event hotline: (314) 434-5095
Missouri Mules Motor Club Inc - Meets every
Thursday at 7:00PM at: Judy’s Fireside 2128
Woodson RD verland Mo. 63114 call 314 429
0555 for more info
Missouri Road Dogs - Sikeston, MO email
moroaddog@aol.com for more info
Norton Owners Club - Interested parties can
email shurst01@mail.win.org or visit Web Site
Outlanders - All motorcycles, family oriented org

promoting fun events without negative attitudes,
drugs or alcohol. 4pm ever 4th Saturday. For
information on were the meeting will be at you
can contact us at our Web Site
Patriots MC - Paragould, AR call Don 870 2403925 for info
Reelfoot Lake Night Riders - Tipton, TN for
info visit Web Site
REGULDAORES L.E.M.C - Law enforcement
motorcycle club for info visit Web Site
River Road Riders - All Brand Motorcycle Club
meetings are held the second Wednesday of the
month at the Alton Sports Tap 7:00 PM
Road Raptors Riding Club - Meets at Fairview
Heights, IL VFW Hall on Rte 159 at 7:00 PM first
Wednesday of the month all bike brands welcome.
Web Site
Road Rebels Riding Club - An all brand riding
club, for more info about the club email President
Rick “Grumpy” White roadrebelgrump@yahoo.
com or 618-972-4951
Road Riders for Jesus - Alton IL Chapter meets the 4th Thu each month 6:30pm Golden
Corral 2723 Corner Court Parkway call Tom 314922-5670 for info
Road Riders for Jesus - Belleville IL Chapter
- Meets 2nd Monday every month, eats at 6:30
pm, meeting at 7:00 pm at Crehan’s Irish Pub,
5500 North Belt West, Belleville, IL. For info call
Hogdaddy Glenn 618.972.5875
Road Riders for Jesus - Decatur IL Chapter
- Meets the 3rd Tue each month 6:30pm Round
Table Restaurant 2959 N Oakland Dr Bob 217620-4196
Road Riders for Jesus - Effingham IL Chapter
- meets the 3rd Mon each month at 6:30 pm
Ponderosa 131 N. Keller Drive Fred 217-3426430
Road Riders for Jesus - Joplin MO Chapter meets the 4th Sat each month 8am Petro Truck
Stop I-44 and Hwy 43 Ron 417-843-3965
Road Riders for Jesus - Kingdom City MO
Chapter - meets the 1st Sat each month 8am
Petro Truck Stop 3304 Gold Ave Randy 573-5646167
Road Riders for Jesus - Lincoln IL Chapter meets the 3rd Fri. each month 6:30pm Wendy’s
2815 Woodlawn Rd Cleo 309-562-7370
Road Riders for Jesus - Litchfield IL Chapter
- meets the 4th Sat each month at 11am Maverick
1403 Stamer Rd David 217-324-2467
Road Riders for Jesus - Montgomery City MO
Chapter - meets the 3rd Sat each month 5pm
Maggie’s Truck Stop New Florence Jct Randy
573-564-6167
Road Riders for Jesus - Mount Vernon IL
Chapter - meets the 3rd mon each month 6:30pm
Ryan’s 4615 Broadway St. Ron 618-266-7129
Road Riders for Jesus - North Saint Louis
County MO Chapter - meets the 2nd Sat each
month 9:30am Grace Church St Louis 2695
Creve Coeur Mill Rd Maryland Hts Mike 636940-9033
Road Riders for Jesus - Peoria IL Chapter
- meets the 2nd Mon each month 6:30pm Pizza
Works 3221 N Prospect Peoria Heights, IL Terry
309-231-1670
Road Riders for Jesus - Saint Charles MO
Chapter - meets the 3rd Sat each month 8am
Holiday Inn 4221 Veteran’s Memorial Parkway

Jack 636- 447-8138
Road Riders for Jesus - Saint Louis MO
Chapter - meets the 2nd Sat each month 3pm
Ponderosa Delores Dr and Hwy 30 Fenton,MO
John 314-631-5690
Road Riders for Jesus - Shelbyville IL Chapter
- meets the 2nd Mon each month 6:30pm
Mcdonald’s 1012 W Main St Jerry 217-774-5405
Road Riders for Jesus - Sullivan IL Chapter meets the 1st Tue each month The Spot Restaurant
10 E Harridon St.Pete 217-728-7566
Road Riders for Jesus - Troy IL Chapter meets the 3rd Thu each month 6:30pm at Burger
King 700 Edwardsville Rd Mike 618-346-2462
Road Riders for Jesus - Vandalia IL Chapter meets the 4th Mon each month 6:30pm Ponderosa
2727 Veterans Ave Darrell 618-283-4141
Road Riders for Jesus - Wright City MO
Chapter - meets the 1st Sat each month 5pm
Church of the Nazarene Hwy 70 exit 200 Rod
636-745-3901
Shadow Riders - Greater St. Louis MO Web Site
meet on fourth Tuesday of month at Manchester
Elks Lodge at 7pm (314) 477-9976 ext 772.
Southern Breed Kennett MO Chapter - for info
visit Web Site
Southern Cruisers Chapter 47 - St Louis, MO
E-Mail - j.hillier@odinsys.com for more info.
Columbia, MO Chapter - visit the website Web
Site or email midlam69@aol.com
Southern Illinois Star Riders - Meet the first
Sunday of each month in Collinsville, IL. Contact
wizardandangel@yahoo.com or visit Web Site
Southwest Illinois Ronin Riding Club - First
Saturday of each month at Noon at various area
locations. Ride follows monthly meeting. This is
an all-brand riding club. Call Bonedaddy at 618696-7768 or Trainwreck at (618) 973-6405 for
meeting location or more information Web Site
St Louis Motorcycle Club - Meets the second
Thursday of the month at 7:30 at Goff-Moll
American Legion 2721 Collier Brentwood, MO
visit Web Site for more info.
Star Touring and Riding Chapter 275 - meets
at 1 PM the first Sunday of the month at Victory
Lane Powersports in Swansea, IL all bikes are
welcome to this family oriented group for info
call Jeff (618) 977-2184 or visit Web Site
Tribe of Judah Motorcycle Ministry - meets
the third Saturday of the month at 7 PM for info
contact Jack Sims 636 398-8488
Vendettas Motorcycle Club Bootheel Chapter
- PO Box 831, Doniphan, MO 63935 or
kzkat420@gmail.com
Veterans of Vietnam - open to all honorably
discharged Vietnam Era Vets for info visit Web
Site
Vietnam Veterans M/C - For more information
on this club email them at vnvmcillusa@yahoo.
com
Women on Wheels Heartland Chapter Meetings are held the third Wednesday of the
month at 7:00 p.m at Thornhill Branch - St. Louis
County Library,12863 Willowyck Drive(Off of
Fee Fee, 1 mile north of Olive), St. Louis, MO
Web Site.

Vision, Nightmare or Just Another
American Dream of What Could Be

Killer rides the new 2008 US touring rig from the other U.S.
company, Victory
When Polaris went into the motorcycle business, I personally
wished them well. It was nice to see someone taking on the
two big 600 pound gorillas in the room (Honda and HD).
Since it would give direct competition to the other U.S. bike
manufacturers, this was an exceptionally good thing. After a few
stutter starts, the original motor being a little suspect and their
power cruiser, the V92C being the bike no one really wanted, the
company from the Upper Midwest finally hit pay dirt with the
Vegas and Kingpin line.
I own a Victory 92tc and after 42,000 trouble-free miles more
or less, I can say this is one of the best bikes I have ever owned,
right up there with my old gs1100 Suke and better than most of
my HDs. You may think this makes me a little biased, but since
I have been riding for almost 30 years and have owned a bunch
of bikes, I think I will be objective.
This year Victory unleashed their new platform, the big Luxo
cruiser and, while American, I don’t think this is aimed at the
seasoned HD buyer even though the motor is bigger and more
powerful, the tranny is better and the gadgets are more fun. A
Harley buff is going to by black and orange. However, I think
that a seasoned rider who wants a great long distance mount
should not overlook this bike when it comes time to spend that
folding green.
There are some aspects of the bike that take some getting
used to. Like the other bikes in its class, it is big and heavy.
However, its new backbone frame design allows for a really

low seat height so you can get both feet on the ground. This
weight and length does make it a little truckish at low speed, but
once you get underway it makes for a very stable ride. The other
disconcerting thing is the back trunk has a tendency to act like an
airfoil much like the slab sided faring on the old BMW R 100s
(another design ahead of its time). The factory says they are on
this and a fix is in the works. Also, why no ABS? A bike this big
and in this class should have it all; the competition does.
Now for the good stuff! Styling, while definitely a take it or
leave it decision, you will get noticed everywhere you go and it
does work on the road very well. The bags are good (not great,
but good). Mileage is what you would expect for this kind of
rig, 40 mpg+. Comfort is exceptional. The seat and floorboards
all work well together to provide a great perch for an all day (or
week) ride and the 106ci motor link to the 6-speed is more than
willing to come along for the show.
Pushing this Luxo bike down the road like no other, without
a direct comparison, I can only think that maybe the Honda Six
and the Rocket Three might pull it, but nothing in its class from

the USA will get you there faster or in more comfort.
For the gadget guy, there is more than enough to keep you
busy, a stereo with CD player and XM, along with heated grips
and seat to keep you more than warm. There is also the 8 way
adjustable windscreen that will set the airfoil just right over you
for any given circumstance.
Now for the big question, “Would I buy one?” Yes, but not
right now as I am happy with what I have. But if you are looking
at buying a different bike , you would be making a big mistake
if you didn’t considered this, in my opinion, the best USA made
touring rig and possibly the best in the world.
Killer waiting for another free ride. (Thanks to the Surdyke
family of dealers and to Chris Adams in particular for trusting

me on this new 20 thou plus bike.)

Biker Biz Bits

We welcome the newest shop on the east side of the
river. It is the Route 3 V-Twin shop and is located
at 305 Water St. in Cahokia, IL. The phone number
is (618) 337-3800. They offer parts and service and
most everyone will recognize the proprietor Clarence
Osborne. Stop in and welcome them to the area.

.Upcoming Events

Weekly Events

Tuesday Two Wheel Tuesday at Show-Mes on Lincoln
Highway in Fairivew Heights, IL and Cape Girardeau, MO
Tuesday Bike Night the Third Tuesday of the Month
at Down on the Corner n Hwy 96 in Marcelline, IL
Wednesday
Weasel
Wednesdays
at
Double
Ds
Hangout 9853 S Broadway St Louis this is a fun group
Wednesday Bad Ass Riders Ride or B.A.R. Ride
leaves Shady Jack’s on North Broadway around 7 PM
Thursdays STUNNA Thursdays At Paradise 1,
615 Missouri St East St Louis, IL (618) 482-5578 DJ
Thursdays
Bike
Night
at
Bikers
Corner
at 1924 N Vandeventer Ave in St Louis, MO
Thursdays Bike Night at Chuck-A-Burger St Charles
3150 Elm Pointe Industrial Dr., St Charles, MO 63301
Thursdays Hardriders call their hotline (314) 340-2000 for info
Thursdays Bike Night at Geos Wings and More on West Main
in Belleville, IL from 6:30 to 10
March

Another new addition to the local scene is place
called Bottles N Throttles in Wentzville, MO. Their
address is 1799 Mall Parkway, Wentzville, MO. This
seems to be a nice place with motorcycle memorabilia throughout. They are getting ready to open a full
kitchen and they have something going on most every
night. If you are out that way check them out.
Skippy’s Leasburg, MO
On a recent Sunday afternoon I was out driving with
my wife. Actually we were on our way to get here
Valentine’s Day present, a new puppy. Unbelievably I was running ahead of schedule so I suggest a
quick stop in Leasburg, MO to see my grandparent’s
gravesite. When we got off the I-44 I noticed that
Skippy’s is expanding and most bikers that ride down
the mother road (Route 66) know this place welcomes
bikers and you can often see them parked here on a
nice afternoon. Check out their addition the next time
you head out that way and let them know you heard
about it here.

1st - 9th Daytona Bike Week Daytona Florida
8th Gateway HOG Hawiian Luau start at 7 PM
at Meramec Aronld Elks Club in Imperial, MO
15th Rides of March/St. Pats in store Poker run to benefit St.
Judes Hospital at Legacy Harley Davidson in Effingham, IL
15th Bush Pilots St Patty Day Party at their clubhouse
at Central and Union in Alton, IL. from 7 to ??
16th Motorcycle Accident Scene Managment Seminar
noon to 4 PM in the LaSalle Room at the gateway Convention
Center in Collinsville, IL Call (618) 622-3422 for info
22nd Easter Egg Hunt for the kiddies at
Legacy
Harley
Davidson
in
Effingham,
IL
29th VFW Riders Chicken and Beer Dance
at
VFW
POST
5691,
1234
VANDALIA,
COLLINSVILLE, IL doors open at 6 PM band at 8
29thALR Riders Post 365 PokerRun atAmerican Legion Post 365
1022 VANDALIA, COLLINSVILLE, IL sign up from 9:30 to 11
29th Arthritis Foundation Poker Run registration
at Sesser IL Masonic Lodge from 10 to 11:30
30th
Outlanders
Bike Blessing
and
Memorial
Dedication at noon at the Roxana Park in Roxana, IL
30th ALR 708 3rd Annual Fools Day Run sign up 10 to noon
at the Brewhaus on RTe 162 and the Troy, IL I55/70 exit
April
5th Blessing of the Bikes at the Cross with breakfast at the Harley
Barn afterward at Legacy Harley Davidson in Effingham, IL
6th FORR District 6 Bike Blessing riders will leave RoadHouse
100 in Grays Summit, Mo at 12:30 the Blessing will be at Jacks
Iron Horse on St Charles Rock Rd at 2:30
6th
Spring
Fling
Bike
Show
at
TJ’s
Bar
and Grill Hwys 61/67 and Z in Pevely, MO
12th Ozark Mtn HOG Chapter Spring Poker Run
registration 10 to 11:30 at Ozark HD Pavilion in Lebanon, MO
13th Kirkwood HOG Streets of St Louis Poker Run sign up
at Docs Harley Davidson 930 S Kirkwood in Kirkwood, Mo
proceeds to go the families of those killed in Kirkwood on Feb
7th

Why Amsoil?
By Doug Dillon
As an Amsoil Dealer, I try to sell my product to area shops
in order to have the product available to you, the consumer.
Sometimes all it takes is a simple sales call, and then there are
the skeptics. Those that need a little persuading to be convinced
that the product is as good as it is advertised to be. Well, when
I introduced myself to Jan Knobbe at Chariots of Fire Customs
LLC, I ran into a true Missourian. He had to see it to believe it.
In October of 2002, I purchased a Fatboy with 19,500 miles on
it. I serviced it with Royal Purple after the first 5,000 miles, rode
another 5,000, and then tried Syn 3 Harley oil because I like the
idea of using the same oil in all three cases. In 2003 I became
an Amsoil Dealer after learning that it is the number one rated
American made synthetic oil on the market from a coworker. He
had been running it in his Harley Davidson from the start (he
had drained it as soon as he got home!) and other vehicles. At
this time, I switched to Amsoil 20W50. Following that, I rode
10,000 miles before I changed the oil in all three cases. A few
things I noticed with Amsoil are that my bike ran cooler, the
shift clunk went away and it shifted better, there were no metal
filings on the magnetic drain plugs, and the engine ran smoother
with increased throttle response and better gas mileage.
At 65,000 miles, I decided to overhaul the engine as a research
and development project just to see how it was wearing. By this
time I had convinced Jan that Amsoil might be worth looking

into, so with Jan’s help and the rest of the crew at Chariots of Fire,
we tore it down. During the tear down, Jan made the comment
that in 30 years of working on cars and building bikes, he had
never seen an engine come apart this clean. After disassembling
the top end, we found that the cylinder walls on the jugs still had
the cross hatches from honing at the factory. The pistons had
some of the dye rubbed off of the skirts and the rings still looked
good. The factory sheen was still on the wrist pin bushings with
no wear (we did not change the bushings).
We had the heads and jugs sent out to Terry’s Machine Shop in
St. Louis. Terry bored the cylinders from 88 cubic inches to 95
cubic inches and heavy springs for the valves. Terry told Jan
that was the first set of Harley heads that did not need new valve
guides or the head gasket surface planed. We put the top end of
the engine back together. Next we took the cam plate assembly
apart to check the tensioner shoes. The shoes were worn down
to the limit, but were not destroyed. Normally at 30,000 miles,
tensioner shoes are completely destroyed and cause timing
issues or worse.
With the bike back together and over 8,000 miles on the new
engine, it is running stronger than ever. Thanks to Chariots of
Fire Customs LLC for letting me do the build and becoming an
Amsoil on the shelf retail dealer (yes, Jan is a true convert!).
Ninety to ninety-five percent of the bikes that roll out of Chariots
of Fire Customs LLC now have Amsoil in them. If you would
like more information, feel free to call me at 636-262-5528 or
email: doogie_m50@hotmail.com.

“THE WAY IT IS”
by Robert Barnhill

FOREVER
It was just a sheet of
ice breaking off the
roof top and the sounds
it made, crashing just
outside the window
had awakened him this
frigid winter morning.
Blankets thrown back,
he slowly made his
way to the stove for
its warmth, bare feet
touching the cold wood
floor as he walked room to room. He had fallen asleep last
night sitting here, feeling the heat from the wood stove
on his face and smells that filled the senses as the wood
burnt.
Sounds and smells still remembered, much like years
before, as the sounds of a V-Twin, and now the green oak
as it burnt made hissing sounds.
This wood had been cut from the forest that surrounded the
house like a glove only days before. Now it had begun to
blaze as the new wood caught fire; a small line of smoke
curled through the crack in the top of the door.
He lifted his eyes following it. The damper, he had closed
it.... perhaps too far. He turned the handle pulling the door
upon its hinges now so worn, as he had done year after year.
Some paper advertising cars and such was discarded; most
was used to start a fire burning. Other pages torn from
magazines, so many years ago; some still hung from the
walls, torn edges, faded type print. Still now after so many
years, the love and beauty was clear.
One would need to look past the curled paper, the pieces
of tape and sewing pins holding them to see their true
beauty. Photos of new motorcycles, most all gone now
from the highways, extinct and antique, memories of what
had been, but his Milwaukee born remained.
Friends had discussed the photos of the Pans and Shovels.
Even a photo of a 1936 Knucklehead hung on yellowed
paper where she had placed it so long ago. A lone calendar,
replaced each year, hung among the love he had felt. A
calendar that marked the time passing, and the age he
could no long ignore.

The whistle of the kettle brought him back to reality, after
waiting for it to boil. He was brewing a hot cup of coffee
to enjoy while sitting here this day in October. Snowflakes
softly floated, landing upon the earth, blanketing the earth.
This was the first snow of the year.
Hot coffee now before him, with unsteady hands, hands
now showing the age that comes to us all, slowly taking
bites of bread spread with a sparse amount of butter,
washed down by the hot liquid.
Opening the door into the snow, walking along the path
from the back door. Dried flower stems lined the walkway,
dried by the autumn’s sun and its heat, but now covered
with winter’s first snow.
The bird house still sat atop the thin pole, leaning from its
heavy burden. No more did it offer shelter as it had in the
years past. Walking the path, sounds of winter were heard,
just a few more steps to the barn. Pulling its heavy wooden
door open, made more difficult from the fallen snow.
The morning light as many years before brightened the
inside of the barn. He stood staring for a moment, and then
reaching to touch the chrome of the handle bars. The old
motorcycle so lovingly cared for in years gone past now
before him. Age made his movements slow. Once again
he sat looking over the handlebars, the headlamp still held
its shine.
Hands drawn and hardened with age, once more held the
throttle. His left hand rested on the shift lever alongside
the fuel tank. First, second and high gear; it too showed
its age.
In the past the engine would be kicked to life, much to
the delight to those who heard its thunder. In later years,
smoke filled the room. Age had caught both of his loves.
The rubber hanging from both fenders had fallen away the
last time it was ridden down the gravel road that led to the
highway. There the engine would trumpet its glory, year
after year.
Feeling her arms around him, and the wind in their faces
was shared in both hearts. The many uncomplaining
journeys she made. Ten years ago she had taken her last,
this time it was a journey she made alone. Sitting by her
bed he held her hand, with a tear she closed her eyes for
the last time. Only his love that was born of steel and
chrome and memories were all that remained. Closing his
eyes, a rush of memories flooded his mind. Pay sent home,
as there was no place in France to spend the dollars. As
the war raged on, he often wondered if he would ever see
home again.

Thoughts of home were in his mind as he sat eating
the sparse food the troops endured. An artillery
blast and he was hit from his side, injuring his leg
which became his ticket home. There he first felt
the wind as the throttle took his breathe away. The
war now far away, he found his first and second
love. One was married, and one was bought. But
both were equally loved.
The grandchildren would come by weekly, bringing
their friends to show the old Harley-Davidson. He
delighted as he knew the feelings they had inside of
“some day” Now the visits were to see to his health
and bring food and medicine. His heart would race,
as now his grandsons’ visits were on his Harley,
telling stories of places so full of motorcycles, he
could not even envision such a sight.
His feeble hand still holding the throttle, the left
pressing against the pain in his chest, darkness
filled his vision, as his face slowly fell forward.
With a smile he would be found, a smile that would
remain as he was laid to rest. This moment he knew
he would once again feel her arms around him, and
again they would ride together hearing the thunder
of the engine and smiling together, feel............. the
wind........ in their faces.

Motorcycles Racing On Ice
By John Skala
Most of the racers on the Extreme International Ice
Racing circuit use the same bike that they run in the
dirt speedway series during the summer. In addition
to the ice racing they typically run 10–12 races in
the dirt speedway series each year. The bikes run a
500 cc single cylinder high compression four stroke
engine without a transmission. The typical engine has
a large bore and a short stroke with 4 valves allowing
it to rev up to 14,000 RPM on nitro methane. The
clutch connects the engine directly to the rear wheel.
Each rider customizes his gearing by selecting the
sprocket sizes on the engine shaft, clutch output and
rear wheel. Since ice races are run on a short track,
they use a fairly large rear sprocket. The bikes are
very light since they don’t have heavy items like a
rear suspension or brakes

speedway bikes and ice racing. He explained the
great importance of a good start since there were
only 4 laps with short straight-aways. Passing while
sliding the rear wheel through the turns added to the
challenge.

You might think a 4 lap race on a short track would be
boring, but you would be wrong. The night was filled
The oval track was laid out on the hockey rink at the with plenty of excitement and a lot of great racing
St Charles Family Arena. To gain traction on the ice, with 16 heats split evenly between the speedway
the bikes were equipped with knobby tires that had bikes and the quads. If you were close enough on the
corners you could even, get a free sample of the ice as
hundreds of steel studs screwed into them.
it was flung into the air by the studded tires.
The races were run in a series of 4 lap heats alternating
between the bikes and the quads (4 wheel ATV’s). The
racers starting position for each heat race was based
on a drawing. Racers were awarded points based on
their finishing position. The accumulated points for
the day determined their position in the 6 lap final
event. The heat races were run with 4 bikes at a time
and he top six in points went on to the main race.
I spent some time before the races talking to Preston
Dorfmeyer, who filled me in on the details of the

making a last second pass to take the checkered flag.
We are fortunate to have the variety of motorcycle
racing we have experienced over the last couple of
years. The Extreme International Ice Racing series
is only running five races in four cities and St Louis
was the opening race of the series. A big thank you
should go out to Donelson Cycles and Doc’s HarleyDavidson for sponsoring this and other events like
this. If you enjoyed the race, be sure and let these
dealers know. If you haven’t been to the ice races, be
sure and look for them next year at about the same
Initially I thought the quad racing on ice would not time.
be as exciting as the bikes. But open wheel racing
presents its own set of additional challenges. If the
front wheel of one quad hits the rear wheel of another,

there is a possibility of it being launched into the air.

For more information about the Extreme International
Ice Racing series, check out their web site, www.xiir.
com.

It looked like both racers were very fortunate in this
For tickets to the upcoming Supercross race on April
crash and escaped without any major injury.
19th, stop by Donelson’s or your local Yamaha dealer.
The final race for the bikes was a battle all the way to For more information on Supercross, visit their web
the end with the “British Bulldog”, Anthony Barlow site, www.supercrossonline.com.

Freeburg Chili Cook off and Bike Show
By Gary Moser

With ominous skies and a forecast of rain, we
headed the bike for Freeburg. The rain held off long
enough for us to get a small but high quality bike show
and chili contest in. The first thing you do when you
go to a chili cook off, is get a cold one to help wash
down all the samples of free chili. Professional judges
always need to cleanse the palate between samples,
and what better way than a beer. The contestants
were busy dispensing their large pots of chili for us
to taste and vote on. Peoples choice was awarded by
donations and went to Champions Chili put together
by Larry Simonds, Jim Boucher and the lovely Jean.
All of them fellow riding enthusiasts.
The Bike Show and Trophies were sponsored

by American Performance Motorcycle Company and
Gallagher’s, who also arranged for the DJ services
by Dave. We had new school, old school, choppers,
dressers, a trike, antiques and customs, so there was
a variety of cool bikes to look over. We even had an
old school bobber that’s been in a national magazine,
thanks Brett. Cherry, also known as “Pinky” was on
hand with her very pink scoot and she was dressed to
match. Terry Goodwin took Best of Show honors with
an old school Norton, yes I said Norton. Everyone
relaxed and seemed to have a good time until the
winds started blowing the rain our way, then you saw
a mass exodus of happy riders. See you next year,
hopefully it will be drier.

MAKE THE TRIP TO THE MAILBOX A PLEASURE

FOR ONLY $3285
Ted’s Motorcycle World
4103 Humbert Road
Alton, IL 62002 (618) 462 - 3030
www.tedsmotorycleworld.com

Stripped Down Cycles
by Oldskoolbob
How many shops do you know that would rather
wrench on your shovelhead or pan than on your EVO?
Sounds ridiculous doesn’t it?
Don’t get me wrong, Rod Davis the owner of Stripped
Down Cycles is an authorized Harley Davidson
technician. He is certified in all aspects of the Harley
or V-Twin powerhouse, but old is the comfort zone for
Rod. He is the only shop in the southern Illinois area
that will work on these older motors.
This place is a one stop chop shop. He will do metal
work, chopping, bobbing, or restoration work. He also

does rebuilds and transmission work; you name it he
can do it. Rod will even change your oil. See if you
get that at another custom shop!
Stripped Down Cycles uses old world technology
mixed with new ideas, making for a powerful
combination. Anybody can build a bike, but few
can create Frankenstein beasts that win trophies.
Seriously, this guy is talented. And as he will tell you,
people look at him and laugh him off as a young punk
who doesn’t know any thing about bikes. But when
he starts to speak, and you actually see the work he
has done, you’ll want to kick your own ass for being
a judgmental jerk!
Rod has wrenched on anything with wheels since
his first tricycle! So getting his Harley Davidson
certification was the right thing to do. However, after
years of working for someone else, letting them have
the glory and not being allowed creative control, Rod
took a shot in the dark, opened Stripped Down Cycles
in April of 2007 and hasn’t regretted it since.
Stripped Down Cycles is located right on the main
drag in DuBois, IL. This is a cruise, but there are great
spots to stop on the way. From St. Louis, I-64 east
to IL 177 (the Okawville exit), stay on IL 177 for
approximately 12 miles to Addieville, IL where The
Eagles Nest is located. It’s easy to find in this town of
only 300! Todd, the owner, runs a great spot and offers
fish, chicken, steaks, his famous beer battered onion
rings and more. Bikers are always welcome! Slide
out of there, go left on IL 177 to IL 15 east to IL127.
Alternatively, stay on I-64 east to IL 127 (Nashville
exit), roll through Nashville and on the edge of town
is South Side Bar and Grill featuring great food and
live music. The night life is happening here! Say hi to
Jason; he’s always there. Approximately, 10 or so miles
south on IL 127, turn left at the old Jolly Acres Tavern
onto DuBois Road and follow that old rustic road into
DuBois. Stripped Down Cycles is on the right at 162
West Broadway, Dubois IL (618/787-2201).

Rusty Rides Again
by Jim Furey
One of our readers, Rusty Ezzell, came to me with this
story. This young man grew up in Prairie Du Rocher, IL,
loving motorcycles and riding since he was a kid. Isn’t that
one of the perks of growing up in the country? You get to
ride and drive earlier because there are always fields and
unpatrolled roads. This bike loving youngster grew into a
man and did what so many Mid-westerners do; he joined
the Armed Forces, in his case, the Army.
Not content with being your average Private Snoopy, no sir
not he, he sought out one of the Army’s most challenging
and dangerous jobs. Rusty became an Airborne Engineer.
I was an engineer myself so I did some of the training and
can attest to the rigors; however, you tack on Airborne
to Enigneer and it gets loads tougher. The amazing thing
though is that he did over 50 jumps and never had any
injuries to speak of. So his enlistment completed, he came
back home to get on with his life. Things were going fine
and then one day in June 1991, he was riding in a car that
was involved in an accident.
Rusty was a passenger in the back seat, typically a fairly
safe place to be, but not this time. It was a freak accident
and he ended up with a broken back that left him wheelchair
bound. He has been rehabbing ever since, but while it
helps, it will never give him back what he lost. For a while
it appeared that perhaps his passion for riding motorcycles
would be another thing that was lost. For some people it
might have been, but Rusty has a history of taking on big
challenges and this one was no different. He attacked his
rehab and made major improvements, and with the help of
friends was able to adapt a motorcycle into a trike so he
could ride again. However, he found that the seat on his
trike was very uncomfortable for him and almost made it
unbearable for him to ride, so he started thinking, “What
can I do to make it better?” I should mention here that he
was rehabbing at the Jefferson Barracks VA Hospital.
If a person is confined to a wheelchair or something
like that, stresses are placed on the same areas of their
body and pressure sores develop. So Cindy Lechner, his
physical therapist at the VA hospital, arranged with their
ROHO representative, Theresa Ellison, District Medical
Sales Manager, for him to get one of their air pads to
alleviate this issue. In time, Rusty received an Airhawk
Cruiser Large Cushion which allowed him to ride more
comfortably.
ROHO is the manufacturer of the Airhawk seat and it

is an outgrowth of the company’s wheelchair seat pads.
I’m sure the fact that a number of their corporate leaders
are bikers aided that use of their cushions. The Veteran’s
Administration is one of ROHO’s largest accounts, and it
is great that they help out those that have served our nation
so well.
The Airhawk Cruiser Large Cushion seat worked pretty
well, but it wasn’t a perfect fit. So Rusty thought perhaps
a custom seat utilizing their technology might work better.
The good folks at ROHO are working with him to make
this dream a reality, but it is progressing slowly. I saw Rusty
at SEMO recently where he was competing in the field
events, and he said he is very thankful to have the ability to
still ride and grateful to all the folks who have helped him
in his quest to be able to jump on his bad motor scooter
without getting pressure sores. He especially wants to give
a big thanks to the good folks at ROHO and the staff at
Jefferson Barracks for all they have done for him.
Rusty is an great example of what people with courage
can do. He has never backed down from a challenge and
he overcame a lot to be able to pursue his love of riding
motorcycles. He has done this on a limited budget. We
here also want to thank all the fine folks who have helped
Rusty out a long the way and any who would like to help
him going forward.

Extra Biz Bit

The rumors that TJ’s Bar & Grill in Pevely, MO is closing
immediately is false. Terry and Sue are looking for someone
to take over the bar but it will ontinue to be the biker bar
in Jefferson County. They are planning many events for
the coming months starting with the St Pat’s Day Run on
March 16 th and their first Bike Show / Spring Fling on
April 6th and as always you know you will see The Biking
Life at these events.

The Biking Life in pictures

Planning Your Ride
I love the phone calls from a friend, “Hey Jimmy,
do you want to go riding this weekend?... OK, where you
want to go?... I don’t know, where you want to go?”
We all want to go on a fun ride, but no one wants to
plan a ride. It drives my wife, Kathy, nuts; she likes to have
a plan and I’ve learned that most people do. Someone
has to take the time and plan the ride: the starting point,
the ending point and a few stops in between. Most people
want to know where they are going and the route they are
riding. There is nothing wrong with a good mystery ride
where you just end up wherever, but for the most part the
best rides have a plan.
Lately, I have had to do a lot of planning in all
areas of my life. Kathy and I and some FORR members
were in a meeting at Jack’s Iron Horse planning the FORR
Bike Blessing. Tony (from Jack’s) said the better you plan
an event, the better it will turn out. We knew he was right.
Several times this week someone has told me that if you
can make a plan and write it down, you are more likely to
reach and complete your goal. (Taking the time to write it
down is the hard for me.)
We know we have to have a good education to
earn a good living. We know we have to budget to save
money for the future. We also know we have to spend
our money wisely in order to get what we want and not
end up broke before the next payday. It all takes a little
planning and then following through with the plan. (Writing
it down helps the plan stay fresh in our minds and helps us
remember what we need to do.)
What we forget many times is that God has a plan
for all of our lives. David prays that God will help him to
prosper. He asks in Psalms 20:4 that God “remember all
our sacrifices…and give us the desires of our heart and
make all our plans succeed.” One of God’s prophets,
Isaiah, tells us “those who hope in the Lord will renew their
strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will
run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.”
(Isaiah 40:31).
We need to include God in our plans for the ride
of our lives. If you don’t know how to ask God to be a
part of your life, it’s as easy as talking to your very best
friend who sits next to you. If you aren’t sure how to begin
this friendship, ask any Christian biker at your next event,
contact one of the following people, or call me. The CMA
Missouri State Coordinator is Clark (Lucille) Doughty,
816-697-3077, wingman@wcblue.com; and the Illinois
State Coordinator is Don (Vicky) Brown, 217-629-8938,
vdBrown77@aol.com. For more information about CMA,
you can contact either of the above or call me at 314-4342282 or e-mail me at h2osjk@prodigy.net.
Jim Waters
President - Good News Riders
CMA St. Louis, MO
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An Inkling

The proud owner of this month’s inkling is Meyers
Heritage. He’s a Boston native who moved to
St. Louis as a young teenager. The move was
a result of his dad’s job. Meyers says he loves
both cities and has a strong attachment to both
and wanted them represented in the tattoo. The
maritime theme was a strong connection shared
by both cities, so it seemed fitting. We think it
is very cool and thanks for the submission.
Unfortunately we did not receive the artist’s
name but will pass it along if we learn it.
Send your inkling to tats@thebikinglife.com and
you may see it here.

Sit “N” Bull Saloon
Home of the
“Bullburger”

Fri & Sat:
Music/KaraLiokvee

Coming in ‘08:

www.sit-n-bull.com
All-U-Can-Eat Homestyle Buffet!
31 South Mill St. • New Memphis
Kitchen open daily at 11 am
618-588-3003

The Biking Life is always looking for
good salespeople and writers. You
get to meet the best people bikers
and have a lot of fun. We are the
number one publication in the region. If this Sounds like you please
give me (jim) a call (314) 322 - 7883
and lets grow together

