TBL MOTORCYCLE
SWAP MEET RETURNS

APRIL 6, 2014
AT THE LOADING DOCK
IN GRAFTON, IL

Cover photo: Photo was taken at
our November swap meet at the
loading dock in grafton, illinois.
It was another great shot taken
by one of our crack
photographers jody jedlicka.

Letter from the Editor
By Jim Furey
Okay this time I’m going to keep writing until
something good comes out or at the very least decent
. I know the weather has to improve soon and I cannot
wait I have not been off a bike this long since, you
know I really can’t remember when. The past few
winters I would ride here and there but not this year,
okay there were a couple of days in February that
were okay but not too many.
My search for a new or at least new to me bike
continues, the fact is, it probably starts in earnest now.
So if you know of a spectacular deal on a bagger let
me know. I can always use your help. The reason for
now is I just turned 59 and a half. I sound like a little
kid don’t I ,adding that half on but it is an important
thing and those of you near that age know why.
As I’ve gotten older I’ve realized certain things. Like
the value of the manners my parents taught me. It is
amazing to me how many people comment and are
impressed just by my doing a few simple things and
speaking to others with respect. It is also amazing to
me how many young people do not do this. I think
they are truly missing out on some of the unexpected
benefits of being respectful.
It is much like the golden rule, that my parents taught
me. You want to be treated well then treat others well.
You want others to go the extra step for you then go
the extra step for them. You know if we would all do
this, this would be a much better world. Even imagine
what would happen if business leaders would do that.
My goodness there might even be a lot more folks
working.
Hey there are a few more motorcycle events this
month. Hartbauer/McBride is holding their Annual
Trivia Night on the 8th, then on March 15th are second
Annual St Paddy’s Day Party at Catfish’s Sandy
Ridge Again in Cahokia, IL. Last year’s event was a
lot of fun and this year’s promises to be even better.
Finally on April 6, we will be holding our Annual
Spring Swap Meet at the Loading Dock in Grafton,
IL. As always I thank you for making us part of your
biking life.

Riding Season is here!!!
Stop in now for your new gear
or quality seatwork

Hardtail Humor
Once upon a time there was a frog
who lived in a lake all by himself. He
had been given special powers by a
local witch. One day he finally ventured out of the lake to get his first
glimpse of the world outside. The
first thing he saw was a bear chasing a rabbit and so he called out to
them and asked them to stop. Then
he said to them: “I am a magical frog
and since you are the first two animals I have ever seen, I am going to
grant you both three wishes. You will
each take turns using them and you
have to use them now.” The bear (being greedy) went first. I would like for
every bear in this forest to be female
except for me.” A magical sound and
it was done. Then the rabbit. “I would
like a helmet.” This confused both the
frog and the bear, but after a magical sound there was a helmet. It was
the bear’s turn again. “I would like for
every bear in the neighboring forest
to be female.” A magical sound and
it was done. The rabbit went again.
“I would like a motorcycle.” Both the
frog and the bear wondered why the
rabbit didn’t just ask for a lot of money with which he could buy himself
a motorcycle, but after a magical
sound there was a motorcycle. The
bear took his last wish. “I would like
for all the bears in the world to be female except for me.” A magical sound
and it was done. The rabbit then put
on his helmet, started up the motorcycle, and said “I wish the bear was
gay” and took off like a bat out of
hell.

foolish took no oil for their lamps, but the other five were
wise enough to take along extra oil. When the bridegroom
was delayed, they all lay down and slept. At midnight they
were roused by the shout, ‘Look, the bridegroom is coming!
Come out and welcome him!’ All the bridesmaids got up and
prepared their lamps. Then the five foolish ones asked the
others, ‘Please give us some of your oil because our lamps
are going out.’ But the others replied, ‘We don’t have enough
for all of us. Go to a shop and buy some for yourselves.’
But while they were gone to buy oil, the bridegroom came,
and those who were ready went in with him to the marriage
feast, and the door was locked. Later, when the other five
bridesmaids returned, they stood outside, calling, ‘Sir, open
the door for us!’ But he called back, ‘I don’t know you!’ So
stay awake and be prepared, because you do not know the day
or hour of my return.”

Be Prepared
After January 1st each year I get in gear to get all the
maintenance completed on the Harley. I want to be ready for
the new riding season. I change the oil, check the tires, brakes,
lights and tighten as many bolts as I can. The reason I do this
is for safety and to keep it from breaking down while we’re
out on the road. I try to stay on top of the maintenance on the
Harley, but I am guilty of procrastinating. I usually end up
paying for it later.
Kathy and I were riding across New Mexico late one evening
trying to get to Albuquerque and the bike was getting low on
gas; I thought we could make it to the next gas station - the bike
ran out of gas as I pulled up to the pump. So many times we
just make it in the nick of time. What would have happened
if the gas station would have been closed? We weren’t sure of
the neighborhood or where the next gas station would be. We
really needed to be more careful and plan ahead.
Jesus tells us a story about not being prepared and not
procrastinating. (Matthew 25 1-13 NLT) “The Kingdom of
Heaven can be illustrated by the story of the ten bridesmaids
who took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. Five
of them were foolish, and five were wise. The five who were

How can we not plan ahead for the most important decision of
our lives? Where will we spend eternity? Having a door shut
when we get there, because He doesn’t know us – not what
I want in my future. What are we teaching our children and
our families? Will they also not plan ahead for eternity? We
really need to start living today as if God were coming for us
tomorrow. Too many of us have lost family and friends way
too early, and then were left wondering if they were ready for
heaven and eternity with our Lord. Don’t wait too long; this is
a plan you should put into place right now!
If you need help making this decision, find your local bikerfriendly church. If you don’t know one, call us and we’ll help
you find one. If you need prayer, we’re here for you if you need
us or reach out to any Christian biker at your next function.
You can reach Kathy and me at 314-434-2282 or e-mail me
at h2osjk@att.net; or you can contact the CMA Missouri
State Coordinators, Brad & Angie Barton at 573-576-8216,
Email: bartonscma@gmail.com; or the CMA Illinois State
Coordinators who are Doug Johnson at 630-878-2801 E-mail
dougj@gmail.com and Karl Huckshold at 618-478-5303

Jim & Kathy Waters
Good News Riders
Christian Motorcyclists Association

St Paddy’s Day Party
March 15
7:00 PM - ????
Catfish’s Sandy Ridge
2138 Sandy Ridge Rd, Cahokia, IL
Lick of the Irish
Popsicle Contest

Erin Go Bra-less
T-Shirt Contest

Drink Specials - DJ - Tons of Fun
T-Shirt Contest
This is the area’s best St Paddy’s Party

The Swap That Is Fun
By Jim Furey
November 2nd was an awesome fall day and the color
change was in full swing so what better backdrop
was there for the Annual Fall TBL(The Biking Life)
Motorcycle Swap Meet at the Loading Dock in
Grafton, IL. It was a little chilly but that did not stop
bikers from coming out in droves to one of the top
biker destinations in the region, Grafton, IL.

The crowds started building early on this day. We
once again had some new vendors, and the building
was packed with all kinds of items to enhance your
riding or just life experiences.

As usual we had a lot of great parts vendors which
we believe to be foundation of a great swap meet. I
take particular care to limit certain types of vendors,
too much redundancy hurts the vendors and makes
the overall product mix poor. I am very proud that
we have something that will appeal to everyone. I do
Grafton is a great little town nestled between the wish though that more people with metric or import
bluffs and the Illinois River. There is an eclectic array stuff would bring it to the meets. We get some each
of businesses in the town. There are craft shops of time and they do well but I guess those parts aren’t
all types. There is also a new business in town Wild accumulated as quickly as some other make parts are.
N Crazzy owned by Tammy Mosby. You know her
from the swap meets and now she has a shop here
open all year long. Check it out she has some of the
nicest stuff around. Some opportunities for great food
and this rustic town is gaining a reputation for having
some of the best wineries around. Then, there are the
hangouts we all know about great biker stops, like the
Hawg Pit, the Wild Goose Saloon and of course our
hosts for this event the Loading Dock.
As a matter of fact, the Loading dock is one of the
gems of Grafton. It attracts a very diverse clientele, as
does the town as a whole. But back to our swap meet.

Continued on page 12

JOIN US ON FACEBOOK
BUNKER HILL, ILLINOIS

March 21,2014 Fajita Mike from Full Throttle Saloon meet & greet all evening

This is a superior location for these events. The
building is spacious, there is a ton of parking and
there is excellent food and drink available at the
Loading Dock. Plus we strive to keep our prices low
so that you can visit our vendors. I thank all of your
who have supported these events. You make them fun
with your energy.

Did you miss the November event. Well do not
feel bad because now, just in time for your final
preparations for the upcoming riding season, we are
getting ready to hold our annual spring swap meet at
this location. Yes it will take place on April6 so mark
your calendars now and we hope to see you here.

Friday Night
Saturday
Night
Karaoke
Nights

12796 Hwy 21
DeSoto, MO
636-586-4300
636-586-5672
Fax:
636-586-2216
March 1 Sons of Nobody
March 15 Modern Element
March 22 BlackBerry Jam

March 29 Steel Wings
Scotch Double Tournament March 8 6:00 pm till 9:00 pm
Friday Nights Karaoke With Amy
It is always a GREAT time to take the family bowling

Stay with the Mule for more kick in your party

Who’s That Lady…Rider?
By Heather Adams Harrop

her permit and it was short rides around town. Butch
took her to practice with cones at Belk Park. Before
long, she got her license and was off on her own.

Even at the young age of 12, Brenda
Clements knew she was meant to be
on a motorcycle. Her first experience
wasn’t even a great one. Her friend
took her out on a dirt bike and they
crashed in the middle of a cornfield.
She came home with a concussion, but also with the
new found love of riding. Just a few short years later,
she met her now husband Butch and riding became a
way of life.

Years and miles went by. Life was good…until that
fateful day in October, 2004. Brenda woke up to get
ready for work, but something wasn’t right. Her right
arm was “asleep”. She tried picking up her cigarettes
and she just couldn’t get ahold of them. Walking into
the living room, she felt dazed and her vision was
blurry. She was able to pick up the pack of cigarettes
but immediately dropped them and wasn’t able to find
them again. She fell in the bathroom.
She woke Butch up, but she couldn’t speak. “What’s
wrong? Is something wrong with Casey,” he asked.
She couldn’t respond. He called Casey (their
daughter) at school and when she answered that
everything was ok, he said “I think you’re mom’s
having a stroke”. He called 911 and an ambulance
arrived. As she walked out to the ambulance, she lost
feeling in her right leg.
Just as Butch predicted, Brenda had a stroke and was
admitted to the hospital. Three days after the stroke,
she started getting the feeling back in her leg, but not
in her arm. They put an alarm on her bed, so they
would know when she got out. She was supposed
to call the nurses to help her get to the bathroom, but
she was determined to do as much as she could on
her own.
Her doctors ordered speech and physical therapy and
she found that she actually enjoyed it. She made
friends with the therapists. When they didn’t have
patients to take care of, they’d come down and get her
for therapy (but really just to hang out with her). It’s
amazing to me. How many people can make friends
without ever talking to them?

After many years of riding as a passenger, she wanted
to learn how to ride. She was told that she couldn’t
ride her own and that was just the push she needed
to do so. Two weeks after that conversation, she
was the proud owner of a 250 Nighthawk. She was
excited and nervous to ride, but more determined than
anything to prove people wrong. She rode up and
down the alley to get used to the bike. Then, she got

After three and a half long weeks of being in the
hospital, she was released. She was walking, but with
a limp and still couldn’t talk or use her right arm. Her
doctor said he didn’t think she would ever talk or use
her right arm again…things would never be the same

Continued on page 16

for her.

overcome and I push on.

The recovery was grueling and frustrating. A lot of
therapy and of course, patience, was required. With
the help of her family, she did well. Within 5 months,
she gained control of her arm, was out of physical
therapy and back on Butch’s bike. She enjoyed being
back on a bike, but it just wasn’t the same. “I was
determined to do everything now that I did before the
stroke”, she says.

Special thanks to Jody Jedlicka of “Photographic
Imagery by Jo” in Jerseyville, IL for taking such
beautiful pictures of Brenda and TJ Hughes of “Tri
County Diesel” in Godfrey for supplying us a place
to take them. Both businesses are great at what they
do. Check them out!

Do you know a lady rider who deserves to be put in the
spotlight? Have thoughts, comments or suggestions?
Four years after her stroke, she got back in the Send me an email at tblheather@yahoo.com.
driver’s saddle. “I was nervous at first. Then I started
riding and I felt like my old self again. I was proud
of myself for coming this far. When I’m on the bike,
I don’t think about my disability or my speech. I’m
just alive.”
There are two main themes that I see in Brenda’s life:
determination and passion. If she wants something
bad enough, no matter who tells her she can’t, she
will find a way to do it (even if it is just to prove them
wrong). She is one of my greatest friends; a beautiful
woman from the inside out. Whenever I start to think
I can’t do something, I just remember all that she’s

PEGASUS VSC Helping Veterans

residences and the workforce.

On Saturday January 25th PEGASUS VSC continued
their annual tradition of supporting the Homeless
Veterans Rehabilitation Program at Jefferson Barracks.
The official name of the program and acronym is the
Domiciliary Residential Rehabilitation & Treatment
Program (DRRTP). On this day the club delivered
almost $5000 worth of merchandise to the program.
The following items were donated:

PEGASUS VSC holds an Annual MC Rodeo each
September hosted at the American Legion Post 1255
in Stookey Township, Belleville, IL. The proceeds
from the MC Rodeo are used to purchase merchandise
for the DRRTP; the club wants to ensure the proceeds

New Winter Coats, Hats & Gloves
DVD & MP3 Players
Phone Cards & Wal-Mart Gift Cards
Men’s & Women’s Watches and Wallets
Comforter Sets, Bath Towels and Wash Cloths
Microwaves, Coffee Makers and Crock Pots
Tool Sets and More
Some of these items are used as “Incentive Awards” as
the residents progress through the 6 month program;
other items are given to graduates upon completion
of the program to help them transition back into

Continued on page 20

reach the DRRTP directly so they purchase the items
recommended by the program’s staff and deliver these
items directly to the facility at Jefferson Barracks.
This ensures the proceeds reach the Veterans and are
not misappropriated by sending a check to a “General
Fund”; it also provides the club members and the
residents some time to interact and socialize.

This year PEGASUS VSC was joined by Jim & Joy
Furey of The Biking Life Magazine. Jim & Joy are
longtime Friends & Supporters of PEGASUS VSC
and we thank them for everything they do for us and
the veterans. Also with us this year was Catherine
Munoz USMC Veteran and Manager of Kmart in
Belleville, IL. Catherine was at the store the day
the club was purchasing items for the DRRTP and
provided a substantial discount to help our cause.
Thanks Catherine – Semper Fi!
PEGASUS VSC was also accompanied by our
“Ladies” who tirelessly support the club during
preparations for the MC Rodeo and working side
by side with us while the event is in progress. The
club would be remiss if we did not thank them all
individually. Thank you Dimples, Lil’ Red, Vicki,
Tootles, Carol, Odds‑R, Gabby, Cat, Lindsey, Tyger,
Biker Jane, Mama-C, Phoenix, Cakes, Nutz and
Stumbles!
PEGASUS VSC remains committed to their Mission
Statement of Honoring Fallen Comrades, Supporting
the Troops at Home & Abroad and Providing Relief
to Veterans in distress.

RIP Arthur Zobel
He was born in Germany in 1933 died in USA
2014. While Arthur wasn’t really a motorcyclist he
was Joyce’s (Mrs.. Killers) father and an positive
influence in her life. He was also a member of a
generation that is rapidly disappearing. He survived
WWII Germany by fleeing as a young person first to
Italy, then to China, and finally to the USA were he
proudly became a us citizen. He was employed by
GM, he worked on TVs and owned a couple of rental
properties over the years. He was a good loving father
, grandfather and for a brief while till his passing a
great-grandfather. He was one of those people who
came from unimaginatively tough beginnings to
live out the American dream by pure tough spirit of
getting it done and be proud of who you are and that
you did it .
Godspeed Arthur may you rest in peace

Killer

(Editors note: Our thoughts and prayers
go out to Mrs Killer, Killer and all of her
family members. It is very to lose a loved
one, especially a parent that has guided you
through life.)

Easy Rider, a Review
By Sheri Wellen
Easy Rider was written and directed by Peter
Fonda and Dennis Hopper in 1968. It was produced
by Fonda and directed by Hopper. This movie is part
of the counter culture revolution of the late sixties
that addresses sex, drugs, rock ‘n roll, communal living and racism which were all a part of the social issues of the day.
The soundtrack features the classic Steppenwolf “Born to be wild” song, Jimi Hendrix and The
Band as well as a few other popular songs and artists
of the day.
It begins with Wyatt (Captain America) and
Billy (the kid) from L.A. who score a major cocaine
deal and sell to Phil Spector (record producer who
was later convicted of murder in 2009) who played
the part of the drug buyer. Wyatt and Billy decide
to “retire” to Florida after they go to Mardi Gras in
New Orleans. They plan to take the trip in one week
but along the way they get sidetracked and one thing
leads to another.
America the beautiful is what I thought of,
watching the fabulous cinematography. It was the
America of days long gone. Two lane roads with
no billboard, strip malls or fast food restaurants. It
was wide open America with spectacular views and
everlasting purple sunsets! The desert was arid and
my mouth was parched as the tumble weeds danced
across the screen. I felt the campfire and the cool

night air as they lay beneath the stars.
Jack Nicholson plays the part of an alcoholic ACLU
lawyer named George Hanson that they meet in a small
town jail after some trumped up charges. George gets
the charges dropped and ends up traveling with them
on their destination, but tragedy happens and George
is bludgeoned to death in his sleep by a bunch of rednecks. One of the most poignant lines is spoken by
Nicholson: “This used to be a hell of a good country.
I can’t understand what’s gone wrong with it.”
They finally make it to New Orleans for Mardi Gras
and meet two hookers played by Karen Black (Trilogy of Terror) and Toni Basil. Yes, That Toni Basil
who recorded “Mickey” in 1981! Peter Fonda’s two
daughters had cameos in the commune scene as well
as Dan Haggerty of the “Grizzly Adams” fame. He
rebuilt the demolished “Captain America” bike from
the final scene and it is on display at the National Motorcycle Museum in Anamosa, Iowa.
The movie made 41 million dollars in 1969 which
was the third highest grossing movie of that year.
Nicholson garnered a Best Supporting Actor nomination and the movie was nominated for best writing
and screenplay as well. It is ranked #88 in the American Film Institute list of 100 years. Honestly I wasn’t
expecting the ending and felt cheated. It wasn’t a happy ending but then again nobody expected the sudden
turn of events. Well played.

mounts on a rare occasion, and
when I did I was always faster
than when I didn’t

Death of a Legend

Everyone has a Peaches
story(Neil’s nickname I guess
because he was from the south.) I
have three; one involves myself
British speedway champion
Adrian Moss and Beno Rodi
at a half mile in Farmington,
Missouri. Another involves the
guys at Donnelson’s shop trying
to help him fix this horrible
camper van, he had that at one
time I think was a Renault. Finally, the best one was
when I was six, the Missouri Mules MC used to
run a half mile at the Legion grounds in Jerseyville,
Illinois. A lot of the big name riders would show
up to cherry pick this race as they traveled from
Springfield to Peoria.

You know one of the thing that sucks about getting
old is that we start losing our heroes. While most
guys my age may have had Pete Rose, Bob Gibson
or Roger Staubach as their heroes I had the guys my
dad raced against and with and that we saw racing
like Bart Markel, Joe Leonard, Dick Mann. These
It was late in my dad’s career and he was just there
were and still are my heroes.
more or less as a favor to a friend who needed
his bike rode well that day (I guess now just to
Certainly high up on that list and one i was proud
justify owning the bike an old 500 Triumph Twin)
to say i got to know at least for awhile, pretty well,
well Roger Reiman (Daytona champ one of the
was the late Neil Keen who died in January after an
USA’s best unknown road racers) Mert Lawwill,
illness. He was the king of Ascot Park in California, a
Dick Mann, an unknown future announcer Dave
member of the BSA wrecking crew, Grand National
Despain, were all there, and as I went from one
#10 (which was always a little lopsided, the winner
rider to another getting my program signed (yep
of the eight mile national on his Gold Star. He was
still got it too.) Roger Reiman said to me “aw kid I
also one of the founders of sonic weld frames, a
ain’t such a big deal over there is a real racer that’s
terror on a half mile or short track proprietor of star
Neil Keen. I went over and got his signature and
racing. One of the great champions of British bikes
then watched as he prepped his Yamaha 650 for the
on the USA racing scen and also one of the first to
day’s battles. I think Mike Caves or Gary Scott won
go (along with Dick Mann and Everett Brashear) to
that day. All I know is I got to meet a famous race
running two strokes when fast Japanese bikes made
rider and now one that has finally hung up his still
those Brit bikes obsolete.
shoe and loaded the bike into the van for the last
time. RIP Neil Keen AMA Hall of Famer, Grand
He could make a slow bike, fast and on rare occasions
National # 10, the king of the Ascot Park half mile,
a fast bike, slow. He was a thinker, a frame builder,
supplier to Neil King Performance of Wentzville,
a hotrodder, a husband (he was married to one of
Missouri. He was my friend and one of my hero’s,
the Donnelson girls but I forget which one) a father.
our deepest sympathy to the family friends and
He was a man with a tool (even if it was the wrong
motorcycling community in general.
one) for the job. During my brief career as a flat
Killer
tracker i had the pleasure of sitting atop one of his

THE BIKING LIFE IN PICTURES

Upcoming Events
Weekly Events
Tuesday Bike Night the Third Tuesday of the
Month at Down on the Corner n Hwy 96 in Marcelline,
IL
Thursdays STUNNA Thursdays At Paradise 1, 615
Missouri St East St Louis, IL (618) 482-5578 DJ
Thursdays Bike Night at Bikers Corner at 1924 N
Vandeventer Ave in St Louis, MO
Thursdays Bike Night at Cousins Bar and Grill at
5301 Caseyville Ave in Washington Park, IL
Thursdays Hardriders call their hotline (314) 3402000 for info
Thursdays Bike Night at Geos Wings and More on
West Main in Belleville, IL from 6:30 to 10
Thursdays Crown Royals M/C Bikers Night Out
Blues Alley 9053 Riverview St Louis
Fridays Discounts for First Responders at
Mungenst Motorsports
Friday Bikes, Beers and Bonfires at Chasers on
Dutch Hollow Rd. Ask about long neck specials
Last Saturday of the month Free Coffee and
donuts at Mungenast Motorsports

March
8 Hartbauer/McBride Trivia Night at Goff-Moll
American Legion, 2721 Collier, St Louis, MO
15 Bush Pilots St Patty’s Day Party Clubhouse
Central and Union, Alton, IL 6 PM to ???
15 TBL St Paddy’s Day Party at Catfish’s Sandy
Ridge Again in Cahokia, IL
22 FORR Local 24 St Patty’s Day Massacre Party
the VFW on Midland Ave.
23 Outlanders Bike Blessing Memorial Dedication
Roxana, Ill Park 11 AM
29 FORR Local 42 Leather and Lace Dance at the
Pacific Eagles Club

April
5 Steve’s Spring Fling sign up 10 to noon at DeSoto,
MO Elks
5 Veterans Run, American Legion Post 365 on
Vandalia in Collinsville, IL sign up 11 to 1.
6 TBL Motorcycle Swap Meet at The Loading Dock
in Grafton, IL gates open at 8 AM for early bird and 10
AM for general admission
13 Bootleggers Spring Run Ted’s Motorcycle World
11 AM to 1 PM
13 FORR Local 42 Spring Poker Run
19 Bluff City Bar-B-Que Cellar Room on Broadway
in Alton, IL 11 AM to 6 PM

April 6, 2014

$45

An inkling

This month’s tattoo can be found on
Adam Weatherford. Adam had this
fine piece of body art was done by
Ken “Tatman” Azar. Ken is the owner
of Ken’s Tattoo’s and Body Piercings
in Wentzville Missouri. Do you know
what I have in common with Randy
“the legend killer” Orton and I have
in common? Give up? Ken has done
tattoos on both of us. Send your ink
to jim@thebikinglife.com.

www.kenstattooshop.net

