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Greetings! Well, the riding
season is definitely upon us—
the weather is warmer, the grass
is greener, and the roads are
open. Another way to tell is the
big increase in the number of
events we have listed for the
month of May and beyond.
Once again, if you want us to list your event, please send
us information on it about a month or more out and we’ll
help you get the word out. It is our goal to support as many
charity events as we can throughout the year.
I would like to thank the folks at Victory Lane Motor
Sports in Swansea, Illinois, for hooking us up with tickets
and pit passes for the recent Supercross Event at the Dome.
I suggest you read Killer’s account in this issue. We had
been working on getting in another way and weren’t
successful, but after one quick call to their shop they took
care of us. Thanks again, and I urge you to check out the
wide array of motor sport vehicles they have at their
Swansea, Illinois, location.
I would like to welcome Dennis “Henbo” Henley to our
hard-working group of supporters. Dennis is covering the
Lake of the Ozarks area for us, and I look forward to hearing
more about biking events in that area, as well as cool places
to hang out when I am at the Lake. For more information
on where to go on your next trip to this area, check out our
Biker Friendly section. It includes listings for some of the
best the Ozarks has to offer.
Also, welcome back to Wayne “JPW” Peters, our Quincy,
Illinois/Hannibal, Missouri area correspondent. The efforts
of fine folks like these help us to expand our coverage of
events that are going on in other parts of the region. Did
your group put on a run or a benefit? If you did and we
missed it (unfortunately, we can’t be everywhere), send us
some pictures and a tale and we’ll try to get it in the
magazine.

930 S. Kirkwood Road
Kirkwood, MO 63122
314-965-0166 866-333-DOCS
Shop a great selection of Harley-Davidson ®
merchandise online 24/7.
www.docsharleydavidson.com

I have seen many of you out in the past month and look
forward to seeing more of you. A lot of fun events are
coming up in the near future; I or another Biking Life
correspondent will try to get to as many as we can. If we
don’t make it to one of your events, chances are we’ll be at
another one later. We thank you for your help and
suggestions and send all of our best wishes for a safe and
fun riding season.

5

Motocross Madness Invades the Jones Dome
by Killer Miller
Once again, as it has in years past, the Edward Jones Dome
rocked with the buzz and thump that is the THQ/Clear
Channel/AMA/FIM world and national supercross
championship. All the big riders were here for the March 5
event, including but not limited to the current world
champion Heath Voss and the “Thunder from Down Under”
Chad Reed—both Yamaha riders. Also present was past
champion (and currently the man to beat anytime,
anywhere) Ricky Charmichal on the Makita Tool Suzuki
factory bike, as well as the man who rewrote all the record
books: multi-time champion and factory Honda rider
Jeremy McGrath. Notably absent were Kawasaki phenom
James “Bubba” Stewart and the king of free-style, Travis
Pastranna. Both riders have been plagued with injuries this
year, but we hope to see them back in Orlando or Daytona.

he may have to battle both his body and his bike, his
Kawasaki KX125 still had more than enough steam to
outrun the field and take the victory for the South African
rider. Next up was the main event: the 250 cc championship
race. Would McGrath, just out of retirement, have enough
left, or could Reed or Windham get another win and eat
into Charmichal’s point lead? Could Voss or Fronseco put
on a charge? All would be answered in 20 laps.

As the 20 best in the world took to the line and the gate
dropped, Reed charged but Charmichal left no doubt that
even after a year off he was still the man to beat. Charmichal
put the Makita Tool Suzuki RM250 out front, and for the
remainder of the race it was a battle for who would be
second. After 20 laps that battle would go to the Yamaha
factory rider Chad Reed, who followed one of the best MX
and SX riders to ever race across the line by 4.5 seconds.
Charmichal’s win gave him a good lead in both world and
AMA points as the competition moves to the next round in
Daytona.
After the flag was presented by a color guard of Marines
and the national anthem was sung, it was time to race. The
first 125 cc heat saw past champion and former world
champion Grant Langston overcome a first-turn fall to battle
back and make the main event. Kevin Windham won the
first 250 cc heat, with Reed and Voss in pursuit, while the
second heat was a runaway victory for Charmichal, with
Fronseco and McGrath chasing. The Semis and LCQs saw
the rest of both fields made.

Kevin and I would like to thank all the sponsors, especially
Victory Lane Powersports for the tickets. For all your needs
over in Illinois, these guys should be on your short list of
people to see; they do great work with all the racers in the
local area. To all the fans and racers: see you on the line.
From the very yellow Edward Jones Dome, this is Killer
and Kevin saying “Bye” for now.

The half-time show was one of the better races, as the KTM/
THQ stars of tomorrow took to the floor of the Dome. These
are all local riders under the age of 10 on equally prepared
65 cc KTMs. The cool thing is that these young riders get
to be factory for the day: not only do they get to pit with
the big-name riders, but they also share the same track.
The fortunate first three also get to share the same podium
as the night’s winners, and the first-place rider moves on
the final round in Las Vegas at the end of the year.
With that race run, the finale of the 125 cc event took to the
starting gate. When it dropped, Langston showed that while
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Benefit, Bike Show Herald the Spring Riding Season
by Killer Miller
Once again, this lifestyle that I lead has found me and the Ghost
on the road. This time it was over the St. Patrick’s Day weekend,
and the first stop was a benefit for the Hell’s Angels Nomads out
of Illinois. The benefit was for their brothers—Pulley, Rickey,
and JW—who have been put away by The Man under that most
devilish of government acts: the RICO Act. Under this law, a
person may be found guilty of something he may not have had
anything to do with, just by his association with others. This
seems to me to be one of the most unconstitutional things ever
devised by the government under which we live. I also believe
that most bikers care about one another, and that because we are
a family we help each other out.
It was evident that I was not alone in these beliefs as a large
crowd gathered on March 19 at the Jailhouse Rocks Bar in
Trenton, Illinois. Riders came from all over to help some of the
family of a group that many believe is the last upholder of
freedoms we should all be worried about losing. It was a chilly
night, but the respect and brotherhood ran deep as members of
various other clubs as well as their own from as far away as
Minnesota and Kentucky came to help out. The action was great:
some really cool handmade items went for top dollar, the food
was terrific and plentiful, and the Flat Broke Band rocked the
house. I would like to thank every brother I visited with for their
respect, as well as my friends from the Boozefighters and the
Helkats. I hope to see you all some more this summer, and for
now from this rider: I still do believe in Angels.
The next day also found me and the Ghost out on the roads. This
time, though, the trip wasn’t as far because the first day of spring
also saw TJ’s Bar (home of the prettiest barmaids in the St. Louis
area) host their first bike show and field events of the year. The
weather was perfect as I visited with my brothers and sister and
all the rest of my friends. (It was nice to see Midget and his
family…well, Gidget, Heather, and her daughter showed up,
anyway.) I don’t know whether I wrote down all the winners,
but I do know that Sue put on a good show and Franko rocked
the outdoors. Wenie Bite was won by Suzi and Chuck; they
defeated Jenny and I, as it took us all three tries just to get a bite.
Slow Race was once again won by yours truly, although the
competition is getting much tougher. Mike Long won Harley
custom paint, Bob Parken took the honors for Euro, and Terry (I
didn’t get the last name) won Touring. Harold Brickely’s ride
won Harley stock, and TJ’s choice went to Burno.
TJ’s held another show on April 17; unfortunately I couldn’t
make it to that show, but watch for the results here in The
Biking Life now that the riding and race seasons have begun.
(Killer won first place in the pre-1974 vintage at Action TT in
Richwoods.) For now, how about seeing some new riders
along with some of my longtime friends out on the road? This
is Killer, out riding to defeat the evil of high gas prices.
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FORR Leather and Lace Dance Rocks Pacific
by Jim Furey
There are some events that one looks forward to every year.
For me, one of these is the FORR Local 42 Lace and Leather
Dance in Pacific, Missouri. This was the second time I went,
and I was not disappointed. Last year Murphy and I were
at another benefit and arrived late, but this year we cleared
our calendars to make sure we could catch as much of the
event as possible. In addition to putting on a great party,
the hard-working members of Local 42 are always very
nice to us and we appreciate their support. My thanks to
Gina Dean and all her helpers.

The very fine rock-and-roll band Outtaline provided the
music, and their mix of classic rock suited all ages at this
gala event. If you haven’t checked this band out, we
encourage you to visit their website at http://
outtarock.tripod.com/index.html to see where they will be
appearing next. While the band took their breaks (which
wasn’t all that often—they pretty much rocked out for the
crowd), the FORR folks did some giveaways and other stuff
so the fun and energy never stopped.
This event always has a lot of fun contests. They have a
sexy-dressed woman contest and let me tell you, the ladies
who come to this party know how to show off their talents
while wearing as little as possible. There was also a “his
and hers” tattoo contest, and lots of the good dudes and
dudettes that were here were sporting ink. I would not have
wanted to be a judge of that contest. They also had a men’s
best butt contest to give the ladies something to entertain
them. Although that one wasn’t one of my favorites, the
women who were with us seemed to enjoy it. The finale to
the event was the “What T-Shirt” contest; this is always
one of my favorite events. I think I’m like a lot of other
men—it doesn’t matter what they look like, I never tire of
looking at bosoms, and there were a lot of them on display
here. My apologies to the winners: I was distracted most of
the evening and didn’t get your names. Still, The Biking
Life salutes all of you for participating and helping to make

this the extravaganza that it is. If you send me your names,
I will resurrect the “My Bads” column and get your names
in there.
I’d like to thank the members of FORR Local 42 for their
hospitality, and I look forward to seeing even more of the
rest of you next year at this awesome happening. Not only
is it a feast for the senses, but the proceeds also go to help
support the Freedom of the Road Riders. This group works
every day to preserve the rights we enjoy as riders and to
pass laws that will benefit the riding community. One of
their key issues is the “Let Those Who Ride Decide” helmet
law, but that is by no means their only concern. Almost
every day the lawmakers of various states are working on
ways to diminish our freedoms and this group of riders
acts quietly to guard them for us. So, anytime you see an
event sponsored by FORR, be sure to go out and support it.
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Summer by the Lake
by Dennis ‘Henbo’ Henley
It is now May, and the bikes have been running the roads
around Lake of the Ozarks for about 2 months. The
weather has been good, and the boats are out, too. I can’t
say enough about how good the riding is in this great part
of the state. Cruising along on the straights and through
the hills and valleys of the Ozarks is hard to beat.
The Biking Life is now in about 15 local establishments,
which are great places to go when you are here. The list
is in the back of this issue. Please support businesses that
support The Biking Life and allow the magazine to
remain a freebie.
There have already been some poker runs and rallies, and
there’s many more to come—check the events list in
back. Several local bike shops have placed ads, and we
are hoping to get more shops and bars to advertise in the
near future. The area bikers know the quality of the local
dealers, and you St. Louis metro bikers will also know if
you take a ride down here. During your visit, be sure to
check these places out.
Still, it’s all about the rides, whether you go across the
dam and around the lake; west to Warsaw, Missouri, and
Truman Lake; or south to Devil’s Elbow. One of the
more interesting festivals in the area is the Testicle
Festival. This delightful event will be held Saturday, June
4, just below the dam at the American Legion
Campground. This is a wonderful hangout after a ride,
and is right along the Osage River. (By the way, you do
eat them.) There is also a riverside bar and grill at the
site.
Pick your spot: anywhere you go is a damn good time.
The Lake of the Ozarks Chamber of Commerce
Information Line is 1-800-541-4117. Take it easy, keep
your distance, and watch out for the rubberneckers.
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Outlanders Host Blessing of the Bikes
by Al “Slow Talker” Wilson
On Sunday, March 20, a group of riders gathered for the
Seventh Annual Blessing of the Bikes, hosted by the
Outlanders. They’re an all motorcycle brand, familyoriented organization that puts on a number of fun events
without negative attitudes, drugs, or alcohol, thus promoting
a positive image for riders. This event continues to grow
each year. Last year they had 110 bikes show up, and this
year more than 190 came for the blessing, which was
performed by Pastor Larry of the Roxana, Illinois, Church
of the Nazarene. In addition to putting on a nice spread of
food and drink (including hot dogs, chili, coffee, and other
soft drinks), the Outlanders also provided a trophy for the
rider who had ridden the furthest to be here. This year it
went to a man who rode from Louisiana, Missouri, just to
be there that day; we congratulate him as well.

were loyal to the makers of their machines, much as
spiritual people should be loyal to the Maker of their lives.
Pastor Larry also used a reading from David, in which the
king wondered “Why does God care about insignificant
me?,” to illustrate his point that how you live your life says
a lot about how you view your Maker. I may have misstated
that, but that’s what I took from it.
After the conclusion of this brief sermon, the pastor finished
with a prayer for the safety and God’s blessing for all the
riders that were there. Everyone who rode in got a patch,
and from now on riders will get a rocker to symbolize the
year or years they were there.
Many thanks to the Outlanders for their hard work in making
this a very special event, and I urge those of you who
weren’t there this year to attend next year. Hopefully the
weather will be as nice as it was on this day.

Pastor Larry tries to weave his words around a
contemporary idea. Last year he used the American
Chopper television show to illustrate his point, and on this
day he used Rick Warren’s book The Purpose-Driven Life
as his worldly inspiration. If you are not familiar with this
book (and I wasn’t, even though it has been in the news
lately), it seems to revolve around five questions, including
“What on Earth am I here for?” and “What drives your life?”
Pastor Larry then spun some of the answers to these
questions into his talk, especially talking about how bikers
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Club listings
.A.R.M (Association Of Recovering
Motorcyclists) Chapter 13 - Support and
brotherhood for bikers in recovery.
Meeting and event dates vary. For info
contact GO at 618-521-5499 or
Gofurfarm@peoplepc.com
A.B.A.T.E
St. Clair Co meetings are held on the 2nd
Thursday of each month - 7 p.m., at the
Fairview Hts. Elks Club, corner of Old
Lincoln Trail and Hwy. 161, Fairview Hts.
IL.
Piasa-Gateway Chapter - chapter
meetings are held the 2nd Saturday of
every month starting at 7:00 p.m. Our
meetings are held at the Edwardsville
V.F.W. Post 1299. The Edwardsville
V.F.W. is located 7108 Marine Rd., Rte.
143 East, Edwardsville, Illinois.
Missouri Chapter – Meetings are held
the 3rd Wednesday of the month at 7:00
PM at the V.F.W. 10817 Midland, St.
Louis, MO for more info email
webmaster@abateformissouri.com.
Great River Chapter – Meetings the
second Sunday of the month at 2:00 PM
sites vary for more info email
greatriverabate@msn.com.
Bikers Against Child Abuse: East
Missouri Chapter Meets on the third
Sunday of every month At the Knights of
Columbus hall on McMenamy road, off
of HWY 70 and MidRivers Mall Drive At
10:00 am, all bikers and bikes are welcome
Call toll free 877-773-8790 or visit our
website www.bacausa.com
Bootleggers MC - of East Alton Illinois,
welcomes all brands of bikes monthly
meeting First Saturday of the month
usually at our SAA house. Please call our
Road Capt. Mandrake at 618-466-5997 or
our Secretary/ Lady Mandrake at (cell)
618-531-7417 for more info.
BROTHERS OF THE THIRD
WHEEL, GATEWAY CHAPTER meets
the Second Saturday of the month at 2:30
PM at Good Times Tavern, 200 N Main
St, Dupo, IL; please check the web site
for details. http://groups.yahoo.com/
group/BTW-STL-MO/
Christian Motorcycle Assn: (CMA)
Good News Riders 2nd Thurs 7:30 PM
Ryan’s 8925 Watson Crestwood, MO.
Call
636
296
3120
TTP://
midwestrider.com/goodnews.jpg.

Servant Riders – meetings on the 3rd
Saturday of the month at 10:00 AM at
Kingdom Treasures Bookstore on
Highway 50 in O’Fallon, IL.This is the
corner oh Hwy 50 and Old Collinsville Rd.
All are welcome Roger Snyder (618-2333443) e-mail: cmariders@computype.net.
Semo Son Riders - www.cmausa.org
Chouteau Island Partners (Off Road
MC Group) 1st Thursday of month
HTTP://w.icss.net/~squirts/island.htm
Look for Tom Downing through the web
site.
Cycle Disciples St.Louis Chapter – for
more info please visit the following
websites
http://www.geocities.com/grizs50/
CycleDisciplesSTL.html
http://www.cycledisciples.com/html/
st_louis.html
Euro Motor Union of Greater St. Louis:
meetings are held at 7:30 pm 1st Tues
Sports Page Inn, Old Rte. 3 South of Dupo
IL. (314) 994 1257
Freedom of Road Riders:
Local 20 – meetings last Sunday
of the month 1 PM at Dexter, MO Eagles
Hwy 25 North www.angelfire/mo2/road
riders
Local 24 - meetings 1st Weds of
the month 7:30 PM at Charlack Pub, 8344
Lackland Rd., St Louis, MO (314) 5216553
Local 25 - meetings the 4 th
Thursday 7:00 PM at the American Legion
Hall in “Old Town St. Peters, MO”
(636) 278-5910.
Local 32 - Meetings first Sunday
of the month 1 pm, at LeeBo’s Roadhouse
Highway 84 East, Caruthersville, MO
Local 34 – meetings third Weds
of the month at Bullwinkle’s Pub Hwys
T and 60 East Poplar Bluff, MO
www.forr34.org
Local 35 – Meetings on the 3rd
Sat of the month at the American Legion
Hall in Artesian Park Clinton, MO at 5:00
PM
Local 38 - meetings the 1 st
Sunday of the month 11:30 AM at TJ’S
Bar & Grill Hwys 61/67 & Z in Pevely,
MO
(636) 464-2941.
Local 42 - meetings the last
Weds of the month 6:30 PM at Roadhouse
100, 2763 Hwy 100, Gray Summit, MO
636-629-1390.

Freedom Riders – welcomes all bikers
and bikes to come ride with them email to
Ride4JC1@aol.com for more info.
Gateway X-treme Riders Assoc - STL
MO area including Metro East IL Club is
primarily for owners/riders of Honda VTX
cruisers. All bikes are welcome. Web site:
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/
gatewayvtx
Gold
Wing
Road
Riders
Association GWRRA Have various
meeting locations in the Metro St. Louis
Area. Check out the one nearest you at
www.stlouisgwrra.homestead.com
Heartland WOW, meetings are the 4th
Weds of the month at 7:00 PM at the
Prairie Commons Branch 915 Utz Ln., St.
Louis MO. For more info see their website
at www.heartlandwow.org.
Honda Sport touring Assn. St Louis
area 1st Sat; South Central MO 2nd Sat
and KC Area 3rd Sat. Pleas join us at any
time home.kc.rr.com/mosilhsta Warm
weather meet at Chesterfield Valley Power
Sports off hwy 40 West of Boone’s
Crossing Exit at 9am Kick stands up at
9:30 sharp for spirited ride of 150-200
miles. Garth Haubner at (636) 928 6939
Email: ghaubner@juno.com or Tom
Trieschmann at (314) 692 7463 E-mail
ttriesch@inlink.com
LOMA (Lake Ozark Motorcycle
Association) Events/Rides Hotline (573)
480-7433
Marion Roadrunners Riders Group –
an all bike, rider group that gets together
on Sundays and rides, meetings are held
on the 3rd Tuesday of the month at 7pm
at the Eagles Hall in Marion, IL. The
meetings are open to every one. More info
as well as events are available on their web
site www.marionroadrunners.com.
MidSouth Riders - Northwest Tennessee
www.midsouthriders.com
Midwest Trail Riders Assn. Email
mtra@ridemtra.com www.ridemtra.com
Event hotline (314) 314 434 5095
Midwest Cafe Racing Assn-Ride Line
(314)
481
8078
Email
Rideline@mcraracing.com
or
www.mcraracing.com
Norton Owners Club -Interested parties
can contact me directly at my address
shurst01@mail.win.org or http://
groups.yahoo.com/group/gnoa
Outlanders – All motorcycle brand,
family oriented org promoting fun events
without negative attitudes, drugs or
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alcohol. Meetings are the last Sunday of the month at 1:00 PM
at the TRY Club, 655 Berkshire, East Alton, IL.
Pharaoh’s M.C. – 7510 Old Missouri RD, Centreville, IL for
more info contact Big Daddy (618) 593-2955.
Reelfoot Lake Night Riders - Tipton, TN
www.reelfootlakenightriders.com
River Road Riders, All Brand Motorcycle Club meetings are
held the 2nd Weds of the month at the Alton Sports Tap 7:00 PM
Road Raptors Riding Club meets at Fairview Heights, IL VFW
Hall on Rte. 159 at 7:00 PM first Wednesday of the month all
bike brands welcome.
Road Riders for Jesus Chapter 5 - Meetings 3rd Thursday of
each month at Aphonzo’s 2 Schibert Ct. in Maryville IL. We
eat at 6:30 PM and start meeting at 7:00 PM. All bikes welcome.
Web site: http://www.roadridersforjesus.org/
Road Riders for Jesus (RRJ) Warterloo Chapter meets 1st
Tuesday of each month at Arby’s, 721 N. Market St. Waterloo
IL. We eat at 6:00 p.m., meeting starts at 7:00 p.m. For more
information see website www.roadridersforjesus.org
Shadow Riders of Greater St. Louis MO.
WWW.Shadowriders- stl.com meet on 4th Tues of month at
Manchester Elks lodge at 7pm (314) 477 9976 ext 772.
Road Rebels Riding Club – An all brand riding club, for more
info about the club email President Rick”Grumpy”White
roadrebelgrump@yahoo.com or 618-972-4951
Southwest Illinois Ronin Riding Club – meets the 1st Saturday
of each month at Noon at various area locations. Ride follows
monthly meeting. This is an all-brand riding club, call
Bonedaddy @ 618-696-7768 or Trainwreck @ 618-973-6405

for meeting location or more information.
http://
autos.groups.yahoo.com/group/SW_Illinois_Ronin_RC/
Southern Illinois Star Riders meet the first Sunday of each
month in Collinsville, IL. Contact wizardandangel@yahoo.com
or
visit
autos.groups.yahoo.com/group/
southernillinoisstarriders/
St Louis Motorcycle Club meets the 2nd Thursday of the month
at Goff-Moll American Legion Hall, 2721 Collier, Brentwood,
MO. Meeting time is 7:30 PM and all are welcome call (314)
771-7100 or visit www.yahoo.com/group/STLMC for more info.
Vendetta’s M/C, Bootheel Chapter - P.O. Box 831,Doniphan,
MO 63935
Kzkat1420@gmail.com
Vietnam Veterans M/C – for more information on this club
email them at vnvmcillusa@yahoo.com

Harley Owners Groups HOG
Alton, IL. HOG Chapter 4th Thurs of month 7:30 PM at Alton
Sports Tap Route 140 & Route 3 Alton, IL..... Ladies of Harley
4th Thurs also at Alton Sports Tap, Banquet room.
Bellville, IL HOG Chapter 3rd Wed of month, 7:30 PM at the
ELKS club at corner of Route 161 and Lincoln Trail in Fairview
Heights, IL. Call dealership if you have questions (618) 277
8864. WWW.Friezeharley-davidson.com.
Bourbeuse Vally HOG Chapter 2nd Sunday of the month, 10:30
AM at Borbeuse Valley Harley-Davidson 1418 Hwy AT, Viila
Rodge meets inside the old store call (636) 451-0106 for more
info or directions.
Festus Mo. HOG Chapter 1st Wed of month, 7:30 at Surdyke
Harley Davidson 2435 Highway 67, Festus, MO. Please call
the dealership for more info (636) 931 8700.
Gateway to the West HOG Chapter 3rd Thurs of the month
8:00 PM at Gateway to the West Harley Davidson, 3600 Lemay
Ferry Rd., St. Louis, MO, LOH meets the 4th Tuesday of the
month at the Blarney Stone 4333 Telegraph Rd. at 7:30 PM for
more info go to www.gatewayhog.org.
Kirkwood Mo. Chapter 2nd Tuesday of the month at GoffMoll American Legion Hall, 2721 Collier, Brentwood, MO. The
LOH meeting is held at Culpeppers, 312 S Kirkwood, Kirkwood,
MO on the first Thursday of month. Everyone is welcome.
Contact (314) 544 HAUG or www.Kirkwoodhog.com.
River Roads HOG Chapter 1st Wednesday of the month. 6pm
Social / 7pm Business Meetings alternate between TNT Action
Sports (Chapter Sponsor at 5101 Oak Street, Quincy) and TriState area establishments. For more info www.rrchog.com or
call 217.224.1004
St Charles HOG Chapter: 3rd Tues of the month 7 pm at St.
Charles Moose Lodge 2705 Interstate 70 (South Service Road
by Chucky Cheese) (636) 723-9365. stcharleshog@primary.net.

If your club or organization would like to be listed here please
send an email to clubs@thebikinglife.com
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rSomething Completely Different
by Rich Aubuchon
I suppose it’s time to make a confession.
After nearly 2 years of contributing my mindless drivel to this
otherwise fine publication, after nearly 2 years of soaking up
the fame and fortune that comes with writing a column for The
Biking Life, after nearly 2 years of hobnobbing with the titans of
the motorcycle community, it’s time to ’fess up.
I’ve never been on a motorcycle. Ever. Not once. Not even a
stationary motorcycle that was just sitting in a parking lot. No
Harleys, no Hondas, no minibikes, no scooters. Nothing. For
me, it’s always been four wheels or nothing.
Wow. It feels good to get that off my chest.
It’s not that I wouldn’t love to be a biker. Sure, I can imagine the
freedom and the euphoria as I cruise the open road, my best girl
riding behind me, nothing but the sound of my engine and the
wind buzzing in my ear.

It’s not that I don’t admire those who ride. From my experience
bikers are an accepting and goodhearted lot, willing to share a
beer and a laugh with anybody, respectful of others, and happy
to help those in need.
How cool I would be, all decked out in a leather jacket and chaps,
both smelling of gasoline and human waste. I’d sit and drink a
few cold ones with guys named Eight Ball and Muzzy and
Shooter and Fungo.
And it’s not that I don’t have time. The fact is, my weekends
generally consist of listening to my children scream at each other
while I contemplate whether suicide by hanging is more painful
than suicide by drowning. Anything that could take me away
from all that for hours at a time appeals to me.
No, the reason I’ve never straddled a Hog (with the exception of
that red-haired Delta Zeta my freshman year in college) is simply
this: I’m scared silly. I’m a sissy. I’m a pansy. I’m a girlie-man,
and if I ever tried to ride a motorcycle my bowels and bladder
wouldn’t survive the excursion.
Sure, flying along the highway at 70 miles per hour seems
fantastic, but when you leave a trail of urine and feces on the
road behind you, nobody’s impressed. I know for most of those
reading these words, there’s nothing that seems more natural
than wrapping yourself around a chrome missile and hurtling
across the pavement, but that’s just not my cup of tea. I’m a bit
of a fraidy cat, I guess.
There are other activities I would like to try, if not for the
paralyzing fear they inspire. For example, rock climbing seems
like a pretty amazing hobby. There I would be, dangling by my
fingertips from the sheer granite face of a cliff or quarry or the
side of a mountain, cheating death, defying gravity, dancing with
disaster. Women would want me, men would fear me, and I would
stride the Earth like a colossus. The only catch is that I’m afraid
of heights. I can’t even stand on a stool to change a light bulb
without swooning.
My boss spent part of last year in Spain, and even participated
in the famed Running of the Bulls in Pamplona. There’s a oncein-a-lifetime thrill if ever there was one. Ernest Hemingway wrote
brilliantly about the event. It’s the most truly democratic activity
man has invented. Bulls don’t care about wealth or power. Donald
Trump or Minnie the Moocher, if you’re in the bull’s way the
bull will hurt you. What an exhilarating experience that must
be—adrenaline pumping as you sprint down the streets and
alleys, literally running for your life. The only thing standing
between you and a fat bull horn up your sphincter is your own
wit and athleticism. Sadly, I tend to be short on both.
And, again, I simply don’t have the testicular fortitude. If I looked
back and saw a full-grown Brahma bearing down on me, the
fetal position would be my only option.
I realize there are manly men who face these dangers without
blinking, and countless others who are just as afraid as I, but
who stare down that fear and jump in with both feet. You hear it
all the time: “You only live once. You might as well go for it.” I

disagree. We do only live once, which seems as good a reason
as any to make that life last as long as possible.
We’ve got terrorists who want to kill us, and unhealthy food
slowly rotting our insides. We fly in commercial airliners that
were assembled by the lowest bidder. There’s enough naturally
occurring danger in the world. Why should I go looking for more?
I remember when Jim Fixx died. Mr. Fixx had earned a
worldwide reputation as a jogging guru. This was back in the
70s, when jogging was still a fairly new hobby. Fixx wrote books
and articles detailing the health benefits of jogging, explaining
the fun and sense of accomplishment one can get from running
a marathon, etc. Fixx dropped dead while running. If he had just
taken his car to work that day, he might still be with us.
Then there’s the guy last year who went to live among the bears
in Yellowstone National Park. He loved the bears, considered
them his brethren, and decided to devote his life to their
protection. Less than a week into this new lifestyle, he was killed
and eaten by bears.
There’s nothing funny about either of those deaths, but they
illustrate an important point: nothing is to be gained from trying
new things or exerting oneself. Don’t live life on the edge, live
in the middle. Sure, by defying death you might end up with
better stories to tell your grandkids, but you might also end up
with a bull’s horn up your pooper, and that’s not a wound that
heals quickly.
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Biker Friendly Establishments
Chains
Show-Me’s in Fairview Heights, IL, St
Louis, MO, St Charles, MO and Cape
Girardeau,MO
Illinois
Alton/Grafton/Wood River
Cellar Room Tavern, 2704 E.
Broadway, Alton, IL (618) 465-9874
Danny’s Lounge, 118 W. 4th St., Alton,
IL (618) 462-6787
Fast Eddie’s Bon-Air, 1530 E. 4th St.,
Alton, IL (618) 462-5532
Harris’s Tavern, On The Great River
Road, (618) 466-9791
The Loading Dock, 400 Front St,
Grafton, Grafton, IL (618) 7863494
Porky’s, 1543 E Edwardsville
Rd, Wood River, IL (618) 2549380
Scotty’s, 4 Front St., Alton, IL.
(618) 463-1065
Woodstock Lounge, 638
Broadway, Alton, IL
Wild Goose Saloon, 1505 W.
Main St, Grafton, IL, (618) 7868888
Belleville
B & B Crehan’s, 6413 W. Main
St. (618) 394-1300
Dutch Hollow Barn, 533 Dutch
Hollow Rd. (618) 235-5868
Mitch and Nancy’s League Lounge,
1501 W Main St (618) 277-3643

Robin’s Nest, 1614 Mascoutah
Ave. (618) 234-7432, karaoke
every Fri-Sat 9:30 to 1:30 AM
Sheridan’s Frozen Custard, 5326
N Illinois St, Fairview Heights,
IL
The Antique House, 3701 W.
Main St. (618) 235-3434, great
Wednesday Specials
TR’S Place 4901 Concordia Rd.,
(618) 277-7135
Cahokia
Brandy Inn: 103 Water St.
(618) 337-1101 Fine Food and
Drinks always Biker Friendly
Derby Al’s Diner: 2845 Camp
Jackson Rd.
Carmi
Danny’s Pool Room: 119 E Main
Street in Carmi, IL (618) 3829987
Caseyville
Caddyshack Saloon, 2865 N. 89th St,
(618) 397-4704 Nice bar with very
friendly bartenders
Collinsville/Edwardsville
American Pride Collision 427 East
Main St, C’Ville (618) 345-7872, We can
fix your bike too.
Our Place, 704 Henry St, Edwardsville,
IL (6187) 655-1255
Granite City
Big Duga’s Restaurant, 699 State
Road 203, (618) 875-5800.
Gabby’s Bar & Grill, 1800 State
St. (618) 452-2009
Jacksonville
Don’s Place, 207 W Morgan St,
(217) 243-2112
Maryville
Sharky’s Sports Bar, 2537
Vandalia, (618) 344-0826 good
food at great prices
Granite City/Pontoon Beach
The Village Inn, 4015 Pontoon
Rd., Pontoon Beach (618) 9314497
Mt. Vernon
Players: 300 S 9th - 1 block off
the square(rt.37&rt.15)
New Baden
Outside Inn, 423 W. Hanover (Hwy 161),
(618) 588-4672
Old Shawneetown
Hogdaddys Saloon: Main St in
Old Shawneetown, IL (618)
922-1389
Quincy

Kelly’s (A fun Place to Eat and
Drink), 2902 Broadway (217)
222-5579
River House Restaurant and Bar
238 North Front St. (217) 2246888
Sparky’s, 221 N 5th St, (217) 2247527
Southwestern Illinois
Falling Springs Conservation
Club, 2200 LePere Ln. Dupo,
IL (618) 286-4440, music on
weekends with Sunday jam
sessions.
Fountain Inn, 1912 Fountain Rd.
Valmeyer, IL (618) 935-2266
Freda’s Bar, 2071 Main St
Renault, IL.
Frog’s Sports Club, 707 Davis St.
Ferry Road, East Carondolet
(618) 286-9988
Gallagher’s Get-A-Way, 102 S.
Richland, Freeburg, IL (618)
539-5208
Georgia’s Place, 415 Vine St,
Eldred, IL
Gert’s Place Bar and Grill Ill Rtes
3 & 149 Gorham, IL (618) 7639254
Good Tymes Bar and Grill, 200 N. Main
St. Dupo, IL (618) 286-9693
Heartland Bar and Grill, 6180 Rte 3,
Waterloo, IL (618) 939-6670
Horton’s Place, 2503 Main St.
Fayetteville, IL, (618) 677-3348 friendly
folks and cold beer
Just Sue’s Tavern, Evansville, IL
(618) 853-4425
Karban’s Knotty Pine, 4569 Buss
Branch Rd., Waterloo, IL (618)
473-9954
Lisa’s Bar and Grill, Prairie
DuRocher, IL (618) 284-3374
Lou and Michelle’s Tavern,
Waterloo, IL (618) 939-8300
Mary’s Bar and Grill, Ruma, IL
(618) 282-7944
Old Shamrock Tavern, Hwys 13
& 156, New Athens, IL (618)
475-9263
“Papa” Wheelie’s, Old Rte 50,
Trenton, IL (618) “ A full
throttle sports bar”
Rick’s Corner, 201 S Union St
Staunton used to be the Twisted
Spoke (618) 635-3088
S & J Main Street, 608 N. Main St.
Columbia, IL, (618) 281-9997.

Sporto’s Pub & Grill, 211 S. Main Street, Red Bud, IL (618)
282-7956
The Corner Pub, 602 Meyer Dr, Valmeyer, IL (618)
935-8209
The Dawg Haus 102 S. Main St. New Douglas, IL
217-456-7072
Willie’s Corner, 128 W. Market, Red Bud, Ill 62278
Springfield
Grman’s Harley Davidson Repair: 310 W. Browning
Rd (217) 522-2557
Hangout Unwind Dance Saloon: 1630 N 11th (217)
525-8591
Knuckleheads, 2000 Peoria Rd., 62702 (217) 789-1488
Pony Keg Leathers: 2026 S 11th St (217) 544-3774
Harley repair/Leather goods
The Cove 1616 N Dirksen Pkwy (217) 753-1760
Missouri
Arnold
21 Rock, #1 Meramec Heights (636) 282-7228
featuring live music every weekend and special bike
parking area.
Barnhart
Your Payday Advance Co., 7125 Metropolitan Blvd,
Ste 106 (636) 467-5447
Charlack
John & Judy’s Charlack Pub: 8334 Lackland Rd., Rock Bands
Fri and Sat Nights (314) 423-8119
Defiance
Terry and Kathy’s - Defiance, MO on Hwy. 94 about 9 miles
south of Hwy 40
Fenton
That One Place: 1005 Majestic Dr in Fenton, MO
(636) 861-1902
Florissant
Class Act Tattoo and Body Piercing, 11629 West
Florissant Rd., Florissant, MO (314) 972-0707
Fredericktown
Little Joe’s Bar and Grill, 1317 Hwy OO (573) 7835452
Gray Summit
Roadhouse 100, 2763 Highway 100 (636) 451-2007
Hazelwood
Jack’s Iron Horse Bar and Grill: 12950 St Charles
Rock Rd in Hazelwood, MO (314) 209-1280
Lake of the Ozarks Area
Backwater Jacks Lakeside Bar & Grill Lake Rd. to
Beach Dr (573) 348-6639
Cheeks Bar & Grill at the Square, Camdenton, MO
(573) 346-5400
Filling Station Pub & Grill, Hwy 54 Osage Beach, MO
(573) 348-4796
Gasoline Alley 324 W Main St, Warsaw, MO (660) 4384170
IM Tirebiters Bar & Grill, across from Shoney’s in Oage
Beach(573) 348-1177
Risky’s Sports Bar, Hwy 54 West of Square Camdenton,
Bike Night first Wed of month (573) 346-9740

Rock Island Line, “The Dam Bar” Bagnell Dam Strip
Lake Ozark (573) 365-8911
Salty Dog Lakeside Bar & Grill, Lake Rd 54-37 (Jeffries
Rd) (573) 348-9797
The Rail Sports Bar & Grill, Hwy 54 West of Osage
Beach (573) 348-1431
Louisiana
Eagles Nest Bistro, Hwy 79 (573) 754-9888
Pevely
TJ’s Bar & Grill: HWY Z & 61-67, For Bike Show
date information call (636) 475-3648.
St Ann
Lindy’s – 10471 St Charles Rock Rd (314) 427-2822
St. Louis
The House of Rock, Ronnie’s Plaza featuring the
best in live music Thursday – Saturday.
Frank’s First Alarm 7800 Virginia (314) 638-9272
Iron Horse Saloon, 7928 S. Broadway, Saint Louis,
MO (314) 631-3141 Thurs Bike Night starting in
May
Night Sky 13154 Tesson Ferry Rd.
Scott and Beverly’s Some Other Place Other Place 1500
Lemay Ferry Rd. St. Louis 63125. (314)892-6969
Zeke’s Lemay Sports Bar and Grill, South Broadway
St. Louis, Mo
Southeast Missouri
Bootheel Saloon -Highway 142 Poplar Bluff, MO
Bullwinkle’s Pub, Hwy T off Hwy 60 E Poplar Bluff,
MO (573) 778-9278
Danny’s Place, 1102 Linn Street, Sikeston, Missouri
(573)-471-9984
Jim & Jerry’s Restaurant, Pub & Billiards 336 Vine St.
Poplar Bluff, MO (573) 686-2006
LeeBo’s Road House & Bait Shop - Highway 84 East,
Caruthersville, MO (573)359-4493
Marbles Restaurant and Sport Bar, Bus Hwy 60, Dexter,
MO (573) 624-8662
Mona’s Clymax II - 215 Ward Ave., Caruthersville, MO
(573)333-3003
Scotty’s Sports Bar & Grill - 4802 West Village (PP Hwy.) Poplar
Bluff, MO (573-686-9300)
Players, 632 Broadway, Cape Girardeau, MO 63701
(573) 335-9915
Wild River Pub & Grill, 3765 Hwy W, Farmington,
MO
Villa Ridge
Ohio
Toledo
Riders Edge located at 531 Oak St is the place to go in
Toledo, Ohio Phone # is (419) 698-9582..
Your establishment or one that you dig on could be listed
here if you tell us about it at bikerfriendly@thebikinglife.com
or call us at (618) 628-2911.
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Upcoming Events
April
30th Spring Has Sprung Party at Surdyke’s Harley Davidson Festus, MO
30th Spring Fling-Reelfoot Lake Night Riders - Tiptonville, TN
For information- www.reelfootlakenightriders.com
May
1st Annual Adam Valentine Run – sign up from 10 to noon at Heartland Thunder
on N. Main St Belleville, IL
1st Annual Bellefontaine Poker Run – Sign up from 10:30 to 11:30 at Brandy Inn in Cahokia, IL last stop Walsh’s Inn Burksville.
Bellefontaine Place is not for profit care facility for developmentally disabled resident in Waterloo, IL. Call (618) 520-8327 for
info.
1st Vets & Friends Run an all day event – starting with a poker run that leaves L & D Patio in McClure, IL at 9 AM a Blessing of
the Bikes at 1:00 PM at the Cape Girardeau, MO Veteran’s Home and a bike show at 3:00 and somehow an auction at 2 this is a
great time so please help out the Vets here for more info call (573) 545-9928. Sponsored by the Viet Nam Vets Motorcycle Club.
1st Freedom Ride Quincy, IL
1st Bush Pilots Poker Run – starts at their clubhouse Union and Central Sts in Alton, IL sign up from noon to 2.
4th Bike Night at Risky’s Hwy 54 Camdenton, MO and every first Weds of the month at 6:00 PM call (573) 346-0740 for info.
6th – 8th Magic Dragon Street Meet Car & Bike Show – on the Bagnell Dam Strip call (800) 451-4117 for info.
7th Run for the Sun Ride and Family Picnic – sign up 8:30 to 9:30 at the Arnold City Park see flyer for info ride, picnic, music
and much more call (314) 434-2282 for info.
7th Chicken dinner & Dance – sponsored by the 100 MPH Club to benefit the Children’s Burn Camp at Elks Club Hwy 161,
Fairview Heights, IL $15 gets you food and live music, silent auction for info call (618) 398-8575.
7th Children’s Burn Camp Benefit Poker Run – sponsored by the 100 MPH Club sign up 11 to 12:30 sign up at the club house
8300 Bunkum Rd off Hwy 157 in Caseyville, IL call (618) 398-84575 for info
7th Illinois Special Olympics – SIUE Track Field, Edwaqrdsville, IL
13th – 22nd Myrtle Beach Bike Week – Myrtle Beach S.C.
14th & 15th Great River ABATE and Kelly’s 17th Annual Motorcycle Awareness Run and Bike Show – poker run on the 14th
sign in noon to 2 at Kelly’s in Quincy, IL, then Sunday Bike Show also at Kelly’s see ad for details.
14th Cycle Saints Run for the Sun – sign up at 1st Christian Church Bethalto, Il from 11 to noon.
15th Dream Weavers Rodeo – sign up at Ted’s Motorcycle World, Alton, IL 10 to noon
19th – 22nd Branson Motorcycle Rally – Branson, MO lots of live music, charity runs, bike show, field events, motorcycle
exhibition plus everything else Branson has to offer, call (800) 342-6230 for more info
21st Gypsy Rendezvous Pre-Party & Bike Show – at Dale’s Harley Davidson, Mt Vernon, IL
21st Gypsy Rendezvous Pre-Party & Bike Show – at Surdyke’s Harley Davidson, Festus, MO
21st Gypsy Rendezvous Pre-Party & Bike Show – at Gateway to the West Harley Davidson, St Louis, MO
21st ABATE Top Gun - sign up at Ted’s Motorcycle World, Alton, IL 11 to 3
22nd Gypsy Rendezvous – Rides leave each of the prior days Pre-Party sites and together end their rides at Gateway Intl
Raceway in Granite City, IL
21st Poker Run and Hog Roast – sign up 9 till noon at Brewster’s Custom Cycle Hwy 61 & H Rd., St Mary’s, MO for info call
(573) 543-5377
21st – 22nd SEMO Field Events new site this year outside Lesterville, MO and the price is still the same this year should be better
than ever with the same fun events just a new flat location for more info call (314) 427-7246.
22nd Kindred Poker Run – sing up at the Pub Room from noon to 2 in Alton, IL
27th – 30th Mid-America Freedom Rally – Buckhorn/Waynesville, MO at Pulaski Cty Shrine Park, There will be live music, runs,
field events, vendors, food and much more this is a fun event for more info call Darrel at (573) 337-0088
28th IMDA Springfield TT National – at the State Fairgrounds in Springfield, IL
29th IMDA Springfield Mile National – at the State Fairgrounds in Springfield, IL
29th Skyriders Memorial Run – sign up at the clubhouse in Livingston,

JOKE OF THE MONTH
George W. tells his advisors that he is going to bomb Iraq andkill 2 million Iraqis and one big-breasted
blonde.
“Why are you going to kill a big-breasted blonde?” they ask.
“See, I told you no one would care about 2 million Iraqis!!” says George W.
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May 7th the 100 MPH Club is
hosting two events to benfit the
Children’s Burn Camp the first is
a poker run starting at their clubhouse on Bunkum Rd just off 157
the other is a cChicken Dinner
Dance at the Fairview Elks Lodge
check events for more info

Can’t Be At Daytona
by Gordon Spieckerman

cc this year, were too fast for a 200-miler. What’s next,
restrictor plates?

Want to know the results of the Daytona 200? You can
look in the Sunday morning edition of the PostDispatch under “Supercross,” or you could call one of
the more than 100 people who spent the day at
Memoreze Sports Bar & Grill, which hosted the
Second Annual Daytona 200 Party and Bike Show.

The MCRA is a motorcycle road race club founded in
1974. We will be putting on two track days at Gateway
International this year. For more information, contact
us at mcracing.com or attend our monthly meetings
on the second Tuesday of each month at Sports Page
Bar in Dupo, Illinois.

The Midwest Cafe Racing Association (MCRA) has
gathered at Memoreze for the past 4 years to watch
the big race; this is the second year for the bike show.
Entry fees were donated to the Backstoppers
organization, which helps the families of police officers
and firefighters injured or killed in the line of duty.
The Daytona party is our “Winter sucks, but it’s almost
over” event. Keep the second weekend in March open
next year for the third annual party.
Miguel Duhamel won his fifth Daytona 200, tying the
record of Mr. Daytona, Scott Russell. Duhamel finished
42.5 seconds ahead of the second place winner, Kurtis
Roberts. That’s not the photo finish you would expect
from Daytona. This year, the 200 ran on formula xtreme bikes, not superbikes. I guess the AMA feels
that superbikes, which were bumped from 750 to 1000
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Marble Run Showcases Mid-Missouri
by Jim Furey
It’s hard to believe, but in the almost 2 years that I have
been putting out this magazine, I had never completed a
run starting out of TJ’s Bar and Grill in Pevely, Missouri.
I had started one or maybe two, but had never finished one,
even though I had been to TJ’s for many of their bike shows.
That changed on March 26, when I rode in the Don’s Speed
Shop Marble Run. This ride was pretty big and had some
really cool stops. I’m sure the fact that it was arranged by
Don’s and TJ’s helped ensure its success.

We started out from TJ’s a little later than scheduled, but
who cares about schedules, those are for Monday-Friday
not-riding time. Our first stop was the Midway Bar and
Grill on Highway 32 west of Ste. Genevieve, Missouri.
This is a very nice bar—all done in pine on the inside and
featuring many exhibits of someone’s hunting ability on
the walls. From there we headed for Moore’s Farm Beer
Garden on Berry Road in Valle Mines, Missouri. This would
be a fun place to spend a lazy Sunday afternoon. The locals
were hanging out and having a good time while the riders
sat around and grabbed a bite and an adult beverage or
two. After that we took off for the Old Car Restaurant and
Lounge on Highway Y in French Village, Missouri. Finally
we returned to TJ’s Bar and Grill, where the food and he
fun never stop. Terry and Sue do a great job on all the events
they stage, and Don from Don’s Speed Shop is not only a
good man to build your bike but he is also more than willing
to help you take care of the one you have. Be sure to visit
him in his shop on Metropolitan in Barnhart, Missouri.
If you are like me and haven’t yet done one of TJ’s (or
Don’s) rides, I urge you to go to the next one or perhaps
the one later in the year that will be co-sponsored by The
Biking Life. The area just outside of Pevely (and truly the
whole St. Louis area) provides some great riding
opportunities on some nicely twisting roads. As the stops
on this run showed, you can see some of America that you
don’t see all the time.
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News and Notes from the Area
American Performance Motorcycles is moving; they
outgrew their location in Swansea, IL and are moving
to North Illinois Street in Belleville next to the old
train station. Stop in and visit their new location and
let Tony the owner get you one of the best deals around
on either a used bike or a new Carefree Chopper. They
are going to be having a grand opening later this month
so check our web site for the exact date.
We are rapidly approaching our second anniversary
and right now plans are underway for our celebrations,
it seems we will have our Missouri party again at the
Brick Bistro on Watson Rd in St Louis probably June
12th is the tentative date. Watch our web site or check
in with Pete the owner and see what we have planned
for this occasion.
Also there is another plan a foot to do a benefit in
conjunction with Jack’s Iron Horse Bar and Grill to
help support the troops that go through Saint Louis by
raising funds for the James McDonnell USO at
Lambert Field. Right now we are not sure whether to
do a bike show or a Memorial Run.
There are a lot of really fun sounding rallies and events
coming up over the summer. If you haven’t been to
one of these you really should in some ways these are
more fun than the big ones have become. Hog Rock
which is coming up in June is one of the best with
Little Sturgis in Kentucky also right in the same pack.
Whatever you choose to do this summer be safe and I
know it is a drag to not wear shorts or sandals while
you ride but the old heads will tell you to dress for the
ride. Just a reminder take care and we’ll see you next
month.
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New SEMO Field Events Location
Hey, have you heard? The SEMO Run What Ya Brung
Field Events are moving this year. The events, which
used to be held near Appleton, Missouri, are moving
to a campground on the Black River, just outside the
Mark Twain National Forest and a stone’s throw from
Johnson Shut-Ins. On May 21 and 22, take Highway
49 a few miles west of Centerville—once you get near
the site, you’ll see the signs.
The hosts of this annual event, are really excited about
the new setup. The new site has 110 acres of flat ground
near the river. The weekend will be pretty much the
same as always—field events, wet t-shirt contests,
vendors, food and beer, and, of course, live music.
However, there will also be a video monitor set up so
that everyone can check out the music and the other
events happening on stage without having to be right
on top of it. The site is between Lesterville and
Centerville, and you can get there by cruising out on
Highways 21/72 or 49. In addition to camping being
available on site, there are hotels and restaurants nearby
for less adventurous folks. This is going to be the same
great event as always; only the site has changed. Make
plans now to attend. Any vendors that are interested in
setting up at the site can contact Mike at (618) 4361483 for more information.
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Bike’s of the month
(Larry’s Latest Attitudes)
By Brian Dillender
If you’ve been to any local bike shows the past few years then
I’m sure you have seen this particular builders work. His work
most recently distinguished by the use of single sided swingarm
frames. Something you don’t see a lot of around the St Louis
area. His name is Larry Fox & he builds bikes with attitude.
Using only the highest quality components Larry has built
quite a few eye catching show winners.
When our fearless leader Jim Furey called and asked me to
meet with Larry for an article for this months issue I was more
than happy too. I have noticed Larry’s bikes for quite a while
now and I have a lot of respect for anyone who eats, sleeps, &
breathes bikes like I do.
Both of these bikes utilize RC Components single sided
swingarm frames, drive side brake systems, air suspension,
Hi-Tech belt drives, P.M. hand controls, internal throttles, &
inverted front ends. The frenched in L.E.D. lights on the rear
fenders have been integrated into the paint scheme & it looks
damn good at night.
Other notable qualities/differences being the spinner wheels
& awesome paint by Houdini on the blue bike, the “blood”

red bike has a killer paint job done by Darrin Williams &
Radical Randy at Liquid Illusions & it’s rollin on some Extreme
Machine wheels! After talking with Larry, I can tell you for
sure that with the help of his right hand man Chip Gasior you
will be seeing more bad ass bikes like the ones you see in
these pictures in the near future. These are just two of their
most recent projects that I chose to cover.
Larry is always looking for a new way to express some
attitude so if you like what you see, give him a ring at (314)
412-5034.
The weak need not reply!!!

Classifieds

NEW PRICE $29,900
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A Clean Ride
by Jim Waters, President
Good News Riders, St. Louis, Missouri
At a bike show I watched a friend polishing a beautiful
70’s Sportster—it is a rolling work of art. She shined the
bike for about an hour or so before entering it in the
show. I couldn’t help but wonder how many people
would overlook the beautiful paint job and see an old
bike instead.
Our lives often mirror our old bikes. Sometimes the
messes are small and can be cleaned up easily, but at
other times even a good cleaning still leaves marks or
stains on us. Call them whatever you wish:
disappointment, rejection, bitterness, or anger; every one
of them has a special name and face for each of us. We

all have them. Some of us have gotten good at cleaning
the outside so we look good to others, but we carry the
hurts and disappointments deep inside. None of us is
perfect; we all disappoint and hurt others and not always
intentionally. Sometimes I wish it were as easy as taking
polishing rags and cleaner to wipe up the messes we’ve
made in our lives and the lives of those we love.
But it really is! 1 John 1:19 tells us, “If we confess our
sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” Jesus is waiting to
forgive us. Asking Jesus to forgive us is the first step in
getting our inner selves clean. When Jesus forgives us,
then we must forgive other people for hurting us. Our act
of forgiving others is a way He helps us get clean on the
inside.
Don’t let your life’s disappointments destroy your life
any longer. Let Jesus clean up your life’s messes. He’s
waiting—all you have to do is ask.
If you’re not sure how to do this, ask any Christian biker
at your next rally or contact one of us. The State
Coordinator for Missouri is Jim (Becky) Oliver, 636-3326814, oliver8050@aol.com; and the Illinois State
Coordinator is Don (Vicky) Brown, 217-629-8938,
vdBrown77@aol.com. For more information about the
CMA, you can contact either of the above or call me at
314-434-2282.

100% Payout to
top five hands
All trikes, bikes
or autos are
welcome

Route Map Will Rotate Weekly
Check-In from 6 to 7 PM at the Starting
Locale
Last Stop Closes at 11:30 PM
$5 For The First Hand and $1 For Additional
No Attitudes Allowed
For Info Contact:

Jim & Jackie Leader (618) 233-0064 or
Doc & Deb Bowman (618) 394-8907
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Tattoo of the Month

While I was walking around, talking to folks, and
enjoying the day at the Outlanders Blessing of the
Bikes, this guy says, “Hey, put my head in your
magazine.” So that’s how Ron Brewer’s head
became the tattoo of the month. Ron, who, lives in
Mitchell, Illinois, a suburb of Granite City (I know
what you’re thinking—“Granite City doesn’t have
suburbs”—but who am I to argue?), got this unique
piece of art done by Aaron from Saint Louis Ink Box
in High Ridge, Missouri. Ron has several other
tattoos, most of which have been done by Eric
Shipley. When I asked Ron what the ink meant to
him, he said, “I just thought it was cool looking!”—
proof again that sometimes we do stuff just because
it’s cool.
Remember, if you think your tattoo is worthy, send a
picture of it, along with some information about you
and it, to tats@thebikinglife.com.

