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Letter from the Publisher
by Jim Furey
The weather still isn’t cooperating fully but it is improving. So I
wish to take this opportunity to welcome you to The Biking Life
riding season. I called it that because more and more businesses
and organizations want to align themselves with the region’s
favorite biker magazine. Just this weekend we hosted The Biking
Life Bike Show in conjunction with the AHDRA drags. Then in
June we are hosting the Big Mo Biker Bash Bike Show.
Several businesses have approached us about holding bike
nights at their establishments and with our five years experience
in staging these events we readily agreed. Well known biker
friendly establishments like Jack’s Iron Horse Saloon where we
host their “Weekend Kickstart Party”. Then there is Geo’s Wings
on West Main Street in Belleville, IL where we sponsor their
Thursday Bike Night which is starting off even stronger than it
was last year. Two new Bike Nights we are hooked up with, is
one at TJ’s Bar and Grill in Pevely, MO. that starts with the first
Tuesday in May and will continue throughout the riding season
and Thursday a new one is starting at Fatboy’s in DeSoto, MO.
Please check out both of these the owners are going to insure
you have a great time with friends. We are also partnering with
others to stage parties, shows and rodeos throughout the region
and we do all this without pimping out our friends.
But you know who makes this all possible? It is you our
dedicated readers. You let local establishments know what
your favorite rag is and we cannot thank you enough for that.
It never ceases to amaze me the way you are willing to support
the magazine. Much the same our current advertisers are some
of our best ambassadors with other businesses because they tell
them we deliver results. But our advertisers need and deserve
your support, especially in times like this so please patronize
them whenever possible.
All this is cool but you know what else is cool? Well once again
some very talented individuals have joined our staff. One of
those is Gary Moser. Gary is a life long motorcycle enthusiast,
race car driver and a tremendous photojournalist. You have
probably seen pieces from him before but it is time I recognize
him for his efforts and his help. Another welcome addition has
been Robert Barnhill he has written several excellent pieces and
is always offering suggestions on how to improve the magazine.
Fuzzy gives yet another interesting voice to the magazine and
has become a friend. Finally our most recent addition is Donna
Thacker. We feature a piece by her in this issue. I think she will
become integral part of our staff and brings some awesome
experience from her stint as the Associate Editor for Biker Ally.
I thank all of the aforementioned people and all of you for your
support for the past 5 years. We are in the process of looking for
a place to hold our 5 year Anniversary Party. I want to find a
central location so as many of our readers as possible can make
it. Till then be good, have fun and arrive alive.
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HARDTAIL HUMOR
A man and his wife were driving home one very cold
night when the wife asks her husband to stop the
car. There was a baby skunk lying at the side of the
road, and she got out to see if it was still alive. It was,
and she said to her husband, ‘It’s nearly frozen to death.
Can we take it with us, get it warm, and let it go in the
morning?’

‘Where shall I put it to get it warm?’
He says, ‘Put it in between your legs. It’s nice and warm
there.’
‘But what about the smell?’
‘Just hold its little nose.’
The man is expected to recover, but the skunk she used
to beat him with died at the scene.

He says, ‘O.K., Get in the car with it.’
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Road Riders For Jesus
Bike Blessing 2008
by Donna Thacker

The Road Riders For Jesus, Litchfield Chapter, held their
3rd Annual Bike Blessing, Saturday April12th, at Niehaus
Cycle sales on Route 66, in Litchfield, Illinois. Normally
held outside, the event was moved into the showroom, as the
day had dawned with an unseasonably cold temperature.
It was barely near 40, when the event began at 11:a.m, plus
it was raining.
Undaunted by the uncooperative weather, Chapter
President Dave Colter told everyone, “God doesn’t care
if it’s cold and rainy. He doesn’t care if we are inside or
outside. He’s still going to hear us and bless us.”
Since the event was moved inside, attendees got a chance
to stay dry and warm, visit with others, plus browse all the
new motorcycles and merchandise the store has to offer.
Niehaus Cycle also provided door prizes and the great
food that was served for lunch.
Many local folks attended the event, but one rider braved
the weather from an even farther distance. Larry Halverson
came in from High Ridge Missouri, on a 2006 Goldwing,
complete with a Hannigan side car. Larry said it was ”kind
of cold,”and he wasn’t much looking forward to the return
trip home, which was around 70 miles.
Music was provided for the event by two very talented
young men from Gillispie, Ill, called “Two Spy’s.” Josh
Rosentreter, age 16, and Caleb Mathis, age 18, have been
playing together for nearly 2 years and have written several
of their own songs. The boys lead the worship service at
their church in Gillispie, and have even played in Peoria.
The chapter sold raffle and 50/50 tickets throughout the

event, as well as giving away door prize tickets. Their
proceeds from the raffle tickets were going to help Hearts
United, in Litchfield, while the 50/50 money was going to
the local food pantry.
Around noon, members of the chapter handed out small
blessing cards, and asked everyone to gather around the
microphone, for Dave’s blessing. Dave gave a heartfelt
blessing to all present, and thanked them for attending. He
stated that anyone wishing to have individual blessings
could talk to any chapter member, who’d be glad to help
them.
Road Riders for Jesus is now on their fourth year, and hold
many events throughout the year. Any and all are welcome
to attend their events and meetings. Dave said that they
have recently had to change their meetings to a different
location because their membership has grown so much.
The chapter now meets at the Ponderosa Steak House, in
Litchfield, on the 4th Tuesday of every month at 6:pm.
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Third Annual “100 Miles For Arthritis”
Ride Kick-off Party
By Carla Ponce

Sunday, March 23rd, Show-Me’s of South County was
the site for the kick off party of the third annual 100 Miles
for Arthritis Ride set for June 1. The weather wasn’t
very cooperative, so most riders left the bikes at home.
However, the food was great, the beer was ice cold, and
the band, Johnson 7, ROCKED. The purpose of the kick
off party was to acquaint riders with the event and the
mission of the Arthritis Foundation. Riders were able to
pre-register for the upcoming ride on June 1.

optimistic. GiGi is always happy and smiling and you’d
never know anything is wrong with her. With the help of
injections and physical therapy, GiGi can do most of the
things girls enjoy, like going shopping, going to the movies,
slumber parties, dances, and being with friends.
Arthritis Foundation fund-raisers, like the 100 Miles for
Arthritis, help sponsor events like Cabin Fever, which
allows GiGi to meet people and make friends with other
children going through the same struggles and difficulties.
A group of dedicated motorcyclists has come together
once again with the Eastern Missouri Chapter of the
Arthritis Foundation to put together a ride where fellow
riders can enjoy a great route and after-ride party while
helping raise funds for the Arthritis Foundation. The ride
will take place on Sunday, June 1 this year. Each year the
“100 Miles for Arthritis” series of motorcycle rides covers a
different route of approximately 100 miles. Shorter routes
are also available that day. Both routes will begin and end
at Show-Me’s on The Landing. Be sure and check out all
the Show-Me’s locations before the ride and purchase a
“Wheel” with your name to be hung at the bar for only a $1
donation. For directions or a map of this year’s ride and
events, go to the web page www.ride4arthritis.com.
After the ride, stick around for a biker style bash lead by
the rocking tunes of the Johnson 7.
The sign up on Sunday June 1 begins at 11:00 am with the
last bike out at 12:30 pm. You can ride the route solo, in
small groups, or as a club organized event. The minimum
donation for registration the day of the ride is $30 for the rider
and $10 for a passenger. This includes a commemorative
ride pin for the first 200 people to register and admittance
to the bash at the end of the ride. You can save $5 by preregistering online at www.ride4arthritis.com. In addition
to all the benefits of the basic rider registration, there are
also added incentives and recognition for riders that raise
additional funds for the Arthritis Foundation.

This year’s Arthritis Foundation honoree is eleven-year- old
Gabrielle “GiGi” Lewis. When mentioning arthritis, typically
most people think it only affects the elderly. However, it is
estimated that over 300,000 children in America, including
4,000 children in Missouri, have some form of arthritis or
rheumatic diseases. At the early age of two-years-old, GiGi
was diagnosed with Polyarticular Juvenile Arthritis. GiGi’s
arthritis was considered polyarticular because more than
five of her joints were affected. Though GiGi endures
numerous injections, just so she can be “normal” she stays

While on the registration page, be sure to check out the
tools to help you with your fund raising efforts, making
you eligible for the other incentives that are shown on the
web site. Set up your own ride web page through the web
site to encourage others to join you and create a team to
ride on this fun-filled day. You can also use the email tool
to help get the message out to solicit donations and track
your goals as you work toward your personal and team
goals.
The Arthritis Foundation is the only nationwide, non-profit
health organization helping people take greater control
of arthritis. The mission of the Arthritis Foundation is to
improve lives through leadership in the prevention, control,
and cure of arthritis and related diseases. You can make
a difference in the life of people affected by this crippling
disease. Ride with us June 1, 2008!
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all it says is “Old Skool” with his picture. The brother that
builds his bike from scratch , then gives it a nickname,
loves it, takes care of it, has a daily relationship with his
motorcycle and it is actually a member of his family. That’s
what I am talking about.

Mootorcycles With Names
by Fuzzy
It seems to me that a lot of brothers of the wind have given
their motorcycles names / nicknames over the years. So
you end up with a brother with a nickname and his bike
has one too. That’s what I am talking about. I myself have
been calling all my bikes grandpa for over 30 years now.
Yes, people have been calling me Fuzzy for over 30 years
also. These are a few nicknames of brother’s bikes that
come to mind as I write this story. Bruiser, Blackie, Black
Betty, Old Blue, Agent Orange, Bones, Balls Buster, Sticks
36, Purple Rain, Moses, Road Dog, Bad Boy, Brownie,
The Grey Ghost, Death Wish, Life’s Gamble, Black Bart,
Old Gold, Jack Daniels Express, Death Trap, Stag Gold,
Steel Horse, Wild Thing, Smokey, Bare Bones, Lady Luck
, Grandpa and there are no doubt many more.
As I look back and I see these guys on television with these
bikes they call theme bikes. Are these not also something
like that? Motorcycles with nicknames, are pretty much
the same as I see it. Except that the bros that give their
bikes nicknames that just mean something to me. These
bikes with names are just extensions of themselves and
their family. They know every nut and bolt on their
motorcycle. The guys on TV, that come up with a theme,
order the parts, have somebody paint it, somebody do this
and somebody do that, and then somebody in the shop put
the bike together. It takes them to a few shows and to do
this and they act like they invented motorcycles. There are
just a couple of these TV bike builders that do this. I am
talking about/to some of them.
Maybe at one time it meant something different to these
guys. But now today it’s just a money thing to them and
no, I am not mentioning any names. Except I will say this
“Indian Larry” is my favorite bike builder to come from
the East Coast. Look up Indian Larry in the dictionary and

This has been going on since motorcycles have been
around. In fact if you own a Harley Davidson and it is
not part of your family then you need to sell it. Or better
yet give it to someone that will make it a member of their
family. The picture with this story is what I call a “Brothers
Built bike”. It was built back in 1970s and with the help
of a couple of my brothers. We were getting ready to go to
the annual “Run to the Bluff” and my new to me bike was
in pieces. A couple of bros Starvin Marvin, Creepy Craig,
and me painted and built this “Old Skool Chopper” named
grandpa, in 12 hours the night before we would leave for
the “Run to the Bluff”. This motorcycle named grandpa
was put together and ready to rumble after a night of
brothers helping brothers build this “Old Skool Chopper”.
With wrinkle finish paint, an open primary, jockey shift,
raked 1957 straight legged hardtail, 12 over wide glide, a
new shovelhead motor and carpet for a seat and sissy bar
pad, it started on the first kick with the toggle switch on. It
made it to the run on time and I rode that old skool grandpa
all that year with no problems to speak of. As I look back
now, these motorcycles with names built in these small
garages or in the living room at home by brothers helping
brothers will always mean more to me. Because I believe
that is what brothers do. This sort of thing “brother built
bikes” is where it is at. That’s what I am talking about. A
lot of brothers have been doing these things for years. No,
we did not invent this but it is still in our blood and hearts,
and will be forever. There are a lot of brothers doing this
and these bikes mean more to these brothers than these TV
theme bikes do to their owners.
There are a lot of nice theme bikes out there. Do not get
me wrong. But I get more out of the motorcycles with
nicknames “built by brothers” than I do from TV built
theme bikes. That’s what I am talking about. I am wrapping
this story up. And here is Dirty Johnny with this to say.
Dirty Johnny says he calls his bike the Hottie Hauler.
Johnny said he built this bike when the old saying was ass,
gas, or grass nobody rides for free and that is still the same
today and will be forever. It’s starting to get the time of
year where, there is some sort of biking event somewhere
all the time. So as always I will see my brothers of the
wind sometime, somewhere soon. Fuzzy..
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Time Is Running Out on This Museum
By John Skala
Photos courtesy of Wheels Through Time

If you haven’t been to the Wheels Through Time museum in
Maggie Valley, NC., then start making plans to get there before
September 1. What started in a building behind a HarleyDavidson dealership in Mount Vernon, IL., has grown to a worldrenowned museum with 40,000 square feet. The museum’s
collection contains over 275 of America’s rare and priceless
motorcycles from the early 1900’s to the 1950’s with a few later
pieces. The museum has drawn visitors from all 50 states and
from over 40 countries.

collection of American motoring past” and over 25,000 pieces
of art and memorabilia. “The museum that runs” is not just a
tag line, 99 percent of the bikes are in running and operating
condition, which Dale will gladly demonstrate.However, the
museum is “shifting gears” and will be closing the doors in
Maggie Valley on August 31,2008. In 2009, they are taking on
both a new location and a new museum initiative of “Taking
Wheels around the World”. “The new museum program, will

Dale Walksler, founder and curator, is the original Dale in Dale’s
Harley-Davison in Mount Vernon. The Wheels Through Time
museum was born in 1992 from what started as a car collection
a few years earlier. As his passion for older motorcycles grew
along with his two-wheel collection, Dale eventually ran out
of room. Being a true enthusiast, Dale sold his very successful
dealership and moved his collection to a larger venue. In 2001 he
started construction of a new building on the current 46 acre site
in North Carolina. After 10 months of construction and many

allow the history of American motorcycles to be shared with
a larger audience than only those able to visit the physical
museum itself,” says Dale Walksler. Due to this new direction,
the motorcycle collection will be downsized. Approximately
150 bikes from the Wheels Through Time collection are slated
to be auctioned on September 25 – 27.
miles of moving bikes, the museum opened in 2002.
“The mission of Wheels Through Time is to educate and inspire a
diverse, multigenerational audience as to the history of American
Transportation.” The museum lives up to its mission with not
only motorcycles but also has a few automobiles in the “decade

According to MapQuest, it is a 9-hour ride from St Louis to
Maggie Valley. You should also be aware that the museum is
cutting back its hours and will only be open Friday, Saturday
and Sunday. For more information, visit their web site www.
wheelsthroughtime.com
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The Way It Is
by Robert Barnhill
You Might Be A Biker
If...
The weather in the
midwest is always cold
and wet in February, not
a nice place for a biker
to be. So thoughts of
Florida’s warm weather,
the surf, and getting to Daytona for Bike Week were
on my mind as I stood in the checkout line for what
seemed like forever at my “Not-So-Wonderful Mart.”
In front of me stood a man who looked to be in his late
twenties, wearing a faded do-rag.
“He must be one tough guy to be riding in the cold,” I
thought at first. Still, I hadn’t seen a bike parked in the
lot, so I wondered about him. I continued along that
train of thought as he turned toward me, looking like a
man chasing something he’d forgotten.
I commented, “It must be tough riding in this weather!”
When he answered, “Oh, I drove the truck today,” I

couldn’t resist and asked him what kind of bike he
rode. He replied, “I never had one, but I want one
really bad. My wife says we need other things first,
but I still dream about it. I know she’d love it as much
as I would.”
I could see he had the right attitude, but I wondered
why he was wearing the do-rag. A hundred questions
without answers flashed in my mind.
What line do we cross that makes us bikers? Is there a
need for a line to exist?
If the guy rode the least expensive two-wheeler, would
he be called a biker?
The answer became clear as the guy continued to tell
me of his desires and dreams. Riding was clearly in
his blood. It’s what’s in the blood that gives us life, but
sometimes in life we find ourselves in places where
we have to put our dreams off for reality.
We hold benefits and poker runs for the less fortunate.
It’s not our way to judge someone by the amount of
cash or credit he holds. Most of us have sent huge
amounts of cash and credit to Milwaukee. Can we
judge someone who doesn’t fit this mold? Until this
young guy lives his dreams, we should feel honored
that someone like him shows his respect for bikers by
wearing a do-rag.
With these thoughts in my head, I checked out and
headed to the car, remembering something that may
help make my pont...
Last summer I sat enjoying a cold beverage at one of
my favorite watering holes and talking with a lady
some years years younger than me. She was definitely
eye candy, and it was cool just to be seen with her.
After a few drinks, she asked, “Well, are you going to
take me for a ride or not?”
I didn’t have to be asked twice, so we headed out to the
lot. She dropped her purse into her car, walked over to
my “Glide,” and jumped onto the back seat as if she’d
done this many times before.
Her arms wrapped around me as I shifted into third. I
throttled hard to hear the exhaust pipes, yet even over
that amazing sound, I could hear her say, “I love being
a biker.”
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a plan in life, and I
know that part of
Donnie’s plan was
to touch every life
he encountered. On
September 29, 2007,
the village of Eldred
and everyone around
said goodbye to a
great son, brother,
grandson, nephew,
uncle, and friend.
Donnie will always
be remembered for
his smile, his laugh,
and his mischievous
way of flipping off
the camera. In his
24 years he affected
Taillights: Donald “Donnie” Adcock
so many people, and from his passing he brought
by Anna Cochran
those people together. He taught us so much by living
his life to its fullest. Some have realized that life can
On April 23, 2005, Roger and Donnie Adcock end when you least expect it and are changing their
celebrated the Grand Opening of their bar, Thirsty’s choices, some are making new adventurous choices,
Tavern. This father and son team took a small tavern some have found the person they want to spend the
in Eldred, Illinois, and created an establishment rest of their life with through Donnie, and some have
where “Good friends meet all year round.” Thirsty’s found they may need to slow their lives down.
customers are just like its owners: loyal, trustworthy,
funny, honest, and always there for you.
Donnie loved living on the edge. He didn’t take what
Donnie Adcock did so much for the community. He
created a bar that brought together friends, bikers,
and families. He helped create the annual Eldred
Homecoming, he was a member of the Eldred
Volunteer Fire Department, and he welcomed all
bikers and poker runs. Donnie was a member of
ABATE. He was involved with many poker runs,
benefitting a variety of people from neighbors to
complete strangers, and was always there to lend a
helping hand to raise money for those in need. Donnie
knew everyone in the area through his family, dirt bike
friends, and drinking buddies. He loved hunting with
his lab Teal, and didn’t have an enemy in the world.
Donnie was a wonderful young man--one who knew
and touched so many lives in a positive way. That’s
the reason I believe God wanted him to come home
so soon. He had completed God’s plan. Everyone has

others said for the whole truth, but learned for himself
through experience. He loved reading The Biking Life
because he loved to ride. Donnie died doing something
he loved, and all of us know he died with his amazing
smile on his face.
In memory of Donnie, Thirsty’s will be having a
memorial ride on July 19. We invite anyone who
would like to ride in memory of Donnie or another
loved one to join us for Donnie’s Ride at Thirsty’s
Tavern in Eldred, Illinois.
Thank you, Donnie, for being a part of our lives.
Thank you for your friendship. You are missed, and
someday we will see you again. We love you with all
our hearts forever.
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Clubs & Organizations
.A.R.M (Association of Recovering Motorcyclists)
Chapter 13 - Support and brotherhood for bikers
in recovery meeting and event dates vary, for info
check out the national Web Site
A.B.A.T.E for MO - Gateway to Freedom Chapter
- Meetings are held the 1st Tuesday of the month 7
PM at Shady Jack’s, 1432 N. Broadway, St.Louis
,Mo.63102, 314-241-4644 Email - Web Site
A.B.A.T.E for MO - James Gang Chapter - for
more info visit Web Site for info
A.B.A.T.E for MO - Mexico MO Chapter
- meetings are the last Sunday of the Month
at RICHARD’S CYCLE 4302 S. CLARK
MEXICO, MO. 573-581-0766
A.B.A.T.E of IL - Backroads Chapter - Meetings
are held the 2nd Sunday of the month at 10:00
a.m. at Pop-a-Tops in Ellis Grove, IL. on Rt. 3
for more information please email rogers93@htc.
netWeb Site
A.B.A.T.E of IL - Freedom by Choice - Macon
County area our monthly chapter meetings are
held the 2nd Sunday of every month starting at
1:00 p.m. at the DAV (unless otherwise noted)
Web Site
A.B.A.T.E of IL - Great River Chapter Meetings are held the 2nd Sunday of the
month 2 PM at various locations for info
emailgreatriverabate@msn.com Web Site
A.B.A.T.E of IL - Peo-Taz Chapter - visit Web
Site for more info
A.B.A.T.E of IL - Prairieland Chapter - Meetings
are held the 3rd Sunday of the month 1 PM at the
Prairieland ABATE Building located at 1901 N.
Railroad Ave Decatur, IL Web Site
A.B.A.T.E of IL - St Clair County - St. Clair
County meetings are held on the second Thursday
of each month at 7 p.m., at the Fairview Hts Elks
Club, corner of Old Lincoln Trail and Hwy 161,
Fairview Hts, IL Web Site
A.B.A.T.E. of IL - Piasa-Gateway Chapter Chapter meetings are held the 2nd Saturday of
every month starting at 7:00 p.m. Our meetings
are held at the Cottage Hills V.F.W. Post 7678,
121 S. Williams Street, Cottage Hills, IL.
618.259.0559. Web Site
American Legion Riders - Meetings are held
the 4th Wednesday of the month 7:30 PM at
American Legion Post 162 for more info call
Rich (314) 832-2469
American Legion Riders 365 - We meet on the 4th
Tuesday of each month at 7pm at the Collinsville
American Legion Post 365, 1022 Vandalia,
Collinsville, IL 62234 Phone: 618-566-0567
American Legion Riders 708 - Meetings are held
the 3rd Sunday of the month 7:00 PM at the Troy,
IL American Legion Post
Association MC - Jonesboro, AR visit Web Site
for info
Bikers Against Child Abuse (BACA) Dam
Missouri Chapter - Meetings 1st Thursday of the
month call CC Ryder 573-216-3014 for location
Bikers Against Child Abuse (BACA) East
Missouri Chapter - East Missouri Chapter
Meetings Moose Lodge at 2625 Woodson Rd.
in Overland, MO 63114 it is on Woodson at the
intersection of Midland and Woodson behind QT
west of 170 south of the airport at 10am on the

third Sunday of every month. All bikes and bikers
are welcome. Hotline (314) 277-8905 or (314)
719-2928 Email - Web Site
Bikers Against Child Abuse (BACA) Illinois
Chapter - Illinois Chapter Meetings We meet the
second Sunday of the month at the O Fallon, IL
VFW For more information call (618) 363 4028
All bikes and bikers are welcome.
Bond Slaves MC - Christian Motorcyclists visit
Web Site for info
Bootleggers MC - welcomes all brands of bikes
monthly meeting First Saturday of the month
please call Lon Bishop president at 618-2516160
Christian Motorcycle Assn (CMA) Broken
Chains - Meetings on the first Saturday of the
month at 9 AM at the Dennys in Lake St Louis,
MO (exit 214 off I70). Call Mac (636) 577-5656
Web Site
Christian Motorcycle Assn (CMA) Cross Road
Riders - meetings on the 2nd Sunday of the
month at the Union, MO Public Library contact
Lonnie 636-583-4871 for info
Christian Motorcycle Assn (CMA) Good News
Riders - Meetings second Thurdays 7:30 PM Fire
Mountain 8925 Watson Crestwood, MO. Call
Jim (314) 434-2282 Email - Web Site
Christian Motorcycle Assn (CMA) SEMO Son
Riders - visit Web Site
Christian Motorcycle Assn (CMA) Servant Riders
- Meetings on the third Saturday of the month at
10 AM Fire Mountain 8925 Watson Crestwood,
MO. Call Jim (314) 434-2282
Christian Motorcycle Assn (CMA) Steelhorse
Prophets - visit Web Site
Concours Owners Group - Monthly breakfast
rides third Sunday of month Except April which
is the fourth Sunday. Meet at Quick Trip on south
Outer Rd I-44 and MO Hwy W Eureka, MO 636
278 2276 or http://www.concours.org
Cosmic Riders Motorcycle Association Waterloo, IL visit Web Site or call Moondog 618
363-6614 or email moondog@htc.net
Diehard Bikers - This is a fun club from the
Southern Illinois area for more info visit http://
www.diehardbikers.com
Dream Weavers Motorcycle Club - Meets first
Thursday of each month at 7pm at the Woodriver
VFW Post 2859. Please check the Web Site for
details.
Euro Motor Union of Greater St. Louis - Meetings
7:30 pm First Tuesday at Sports Page Inn Old Rte
3 South of Dupo IL (314) 994-1257
Fat Boys Ride with Pride - every third Sunday meet
from 11 to noon meeting spots vary so check the
website for info email trick thefatboys@charter.
net Web Site
FOG MC - Freakin Old Guys must be 45+ to join
for info email budtrk@hotmailc.om website is
coming fogmc.com
Freedom of Road Riders: Local 20 - Meetings the
last Sunday of the month at 1PM at the Eagles
Club in Dexter, MO Web Site
Freedom of Road Riders: Local 24 - This chapter
was closed due to lack of support from local
riders.
Freedom of Road Riders: Local 25 - Meetings the
third Sunday 1:00 PM at the American Legion
Hall in Old Town St. Peters, MO (636) 278-5910

Freedom of Road Riders: Local 28 - Meetings the
first Friday of the month 7:00 PM at the Pulaski
Co Shrine Club Hwy 17 South Buckhorn, MO for
info local28@earthlink.net
Freedom of Road Riders: Local 32 - Meetings
First Sunday of the month 1 PM at LeeBos
Roadhouse Hwy 84 East Caruthersville, MO
Freedom of Road Riders: Local 34 - Meetings
the third Wednesday of the month at Bullwinkle’s
Pub Hwys T and 60 in Poplar Bluff, MO Web
Site
Freedom of Road Riders: Local 35 - Meetings on
the third Saturday of the month at the Americna
Legion Hall in Artesian Park Clinton, MO
Freedom of Road Riders: Local 38 - Meetings the
First Sunday of the month 11:30 AM at TJ’S Bar
& Grill Hwys 61/67 & Z in Pevely, MO (636)
464-2941
Freedom of Road Riders: Local 42 - Meetings
the last Wednesday of the month 6:30 PM at
Roadhouse 100, 2763 Hwy 100, Gray Summit,
MO (636) 271-9123
Freedom Riders - welcomes all bikers and bikes
to come ride with them email ride4jc1 @aol.com
for details.
Full Circle Motorcycle Association - meetings
are on the first sunday of every month. our home
page is at fcmabiker.com http://www.fcmabiker.
com
Gateway River Rats - Meets the second Saturday
of the month at 11 AM. at Good Times Tavern
200 N Main St Dupo, IL for info check the web
Gateway X-treme Riders Assoc - St. Louis MO
area including Metro East IL Club is primarily for
owners/riders of Honda VTX cruisers. All bikes
are welcome. Web site: http://groups.yahoo.com/
group/gatewayvtx
Glory Riders - Group from Glen Carbon, IL email
www.gloryriders@charter.net
Gold Wing Road Riders Association (GWRRA)
- Have various meeting locations in the Metro
St. Louis Area. Check out the one nearest you at
http://www.stlouisgwrra.homestead.com
Harley Owners Group Alton, IL Chapter - Fourth
Thursday of month 7:30 PM at Alton Sports Tap
Route 140 & Route 3 Alton, IL. Ladies of Harley
fourth Thurs also at Alton Sports Tap, Banquet
room.
Harley Owners Group Borbeuse Vally Chapter Meets second Sunday of the month, 10:00 AM at
Pizza and Pasta Co. Restaurant - Union, MO call
(636) 451-0106 for more info or directions.
Harley Owners Group Decatur IL Chapter meetings are held on the second Tuesday of each
month at 6:30 at the dealership
Harley Owners Group Festus MO Chapter - First
Wed of month, 7:30 at Surdyke Harley Davidson
2435 Highway 67, Festus, MO. Please call the
dealership for more info (636) 931 8700.
Harley Owners Group Gateway to the West
Chapter - Third Thursday of the month 8 pm
at Gateway to the West Harley Davidson, 3600
Lemay Ferry Rd., St. Louis, MO, LOH meets
the fourth Tuesday of the month at Carussos in
Oakville, MO at 7:30 PM for more info go to
Web Site.
Harley Owners Group Kirkwood MO Chapter Meets second Tuesday of the month at 7:30 PM
at Stratford Inn - Gazebo Room, 800 S. Highway
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Drive, Fenton, Missouri 63026 (Across From
The Chrysler Plant). The LOH meeting is held
at Culpeppers, 312 S Kirkwood, Kirkwood, MO
on the first Thursday of month. Everyone is
welcome. - Web Site.
Harley Owners Group Ozark Mountain Chapter
- meets the third Sunday of the month at 1 PM at
Ozark Harley Davidson 2300 Evergreen Parkway
from May - Sep meetings are 11 AM for info
contact Web Site or call 417 532-2900
Harley Owners Group River Road Chapter - first
Wednessday of the month at 7 PM alternates
monthly between TNT Action Sports and TriState establishments for info visit Web Site or
call 217 224-1004
Harley Owners Group Springfield IL Chapter
- second Wednesday of each month 7 PM at
Breaktime call dealership for info 217 528-8356
Harley Owners Group St Charles Chapter - Meets
at 7:00 p.m. every first Wednesday of the month
at the Veterans of Foreign Wars Post #2866, 2201
South Old Highway 94, St. Charles, MO 63303.
Web Site
Harley Owners Groups Belleville, IL Chapter
- Third Wednesday of month, 7:30 PM at the
ELKS club at corner of Route 161 and Lincoln
Trail in Fairview Heights, IL. Call dealership if
you have questions (618) 277-8864. Web Site.
Honda Sport touring Assn - St Louis area first
Saturday of the month; South Central MO area
second Saturday of the month; Kanasa City area
third Saturday of the month. Please join us at any
time home.kc.rr.com/mosilhsta. Garth Haubner
at (636) 928 6939 email: ghaubner@juno.com
or Tom Trieschmann at (314) 692 7463 email
ttriesch@inlink.com
Illinois Motorcyclists Rights Association - an
organization that concentrates on the street riders
right visit the website Web Site
In Country Vets Motorcycle Club - must have
served in Vietnam and own a 500+ cc motorcycle
any type for info visit Web Site or call 618-9103698
Knights of the Word MM - for more info visit
Web Site
LOMA (lake of the Ozarks Motorcycle
Association) - call their rides/ events hotline 573480-7433 for info
Marion Roadrunners Riders Group - meetings are
held on the 3rd Tuesday of the month at 7pm at
the Eagles Hall in Marion, IL. The meetings are
open to every one. More info as well as events are
available on their web site Web Site
MidSouth Riders - of Northwest Tennessee visit
Web Site for info
Midwest Cafe Racing Assn - Ride Line: (314)
481 8078; email: Rideline@mcraracing.com;
website: Web Site
Midwest Trail Riders Assn. - Email:
mtra@ridemtra.com;
website:
http://www.
ridemtra.com ; event hotline: (314) 434-5095
Missouri Mules Motor Club Inc - Meets every
Thursday at 7:00PM at: Judy’s Fireside 2128
Woodson RD verland Mo. 63114 call 314 429
0555 for more info
Missouri Road Dogs - Sikeston, MO email
moroaddog@aol.com for more info
Norton Owners Club - Interested parties can
email shurst01@mail.win.org or visit Web Site

Outlanders - All motorcycles, family oriented org
promoting fun events without negative attitudes,
drugs or alcohol. 4pm ever 4th Saturday. For
information on were the meeting will be at you
can contact us at our Web Site
Patriots MC - Paragould, AR call Don 870 2403925 for info
Reelfoot Lake Night Riders - Tipton, TN for info
visit Web Site
REGULDAORES L.E.M.C - Law enforcement
motorcycle club for info visit Web Site
River Road Riders - All Brand Motorcycle Club
meetings are held the second Wednesday of the
month at the Alton Sports Tap 7:00 PM
Road Raptors Riding Club - Meets at Fairview
Heights, IL VFW Hall on Rte 159 at 7:00 PM
first Wednesday of the month all bike brands
welcome. Web Site
Road Rebels Riding Club - An all brand riding
club, for more info about the club email President
Rick “Grumpy” White roadrebelgrump@yahoo.
com or 618-972-4951
Road Riders for Jesus - Alton IL Chapter - meets
the 4th Thu each month 6:30pm Golden Corral
2723 Corner Court Parkway call Tom 314-9225670 for info
Road Riders for Jesus - Belleville IL Chapter
- Meets 2nd Monday every month, eats at 6:30
pm, meeting at 7:00 pm at Crehan’s Irish Pub,
5500 North Belt West, Belleville, IL. For info call
Hogdaddy Glenn 618.972.5875
Road Riders for Jesus - Decatur IL Chapter Meets the 3rd Tue each month 6:30pm Round
Table Restaurant 2959 N Oakland Dr Bob 217620-4196
Road Riders for Jesus - Effingham IL Chapter
- meets the 3rd Mon each month at 6:30 pm
Ponderosa 131 N. Keller Drive Fred 217-3426430
Road Riders for Jesus - Joplin MO Chapter meets the 4th Sat each month 8am Petro Truck
Stop I-44 and Hwy 43 Ron 417-843-3965
Road Riders for Jesus - Kingdom City MO
Chapter - meets the 1st Sat each month 8am Petro
Truck Stop 3304 Gold Ave Randy 573-564-6167
Road Riders for Jesus - Lincoln IL Chapter meets the 3rd Fri. each month 6:30pm Wendy’s
2815 Woodlawn Rd Cleo 309-562-7370
Road Riders for Jesus - Litchfield IL Chapter meets the 4th Sat each month at 11am Maverick
1403 Stamer Rd David 217-324-2467
Road Riders for Jesus - Montgomery City MO
Chapter - meets the 3rd Sat each month 5pm
Maggie’s Truck Stop New Florence Jct Randy
573-564-6167
Road Riders for Jesus - Mount Vernon IL Chapter
- meets the 3rd mon each month 6:30pm Ryan’s
4615 Broadway St. Ron 618-266-7129
Road Riders for Jesus - North Saint Louis County
MO Chapter - meets the 2nd Sat each month
9:30am Grace Church St Louis 2695 Creve Coeur
Mill Rd Maryland Hts Mike 636-940-9033
Road Riders for Jesus - Peoria IL Chapter - meets
the 2nd Mon each month 6:30pm Pizza Works
3221 N Prospect Peoria Heights, IL Terry 309231-1670
Road Riders for Jesus - Saint Charles MO
Chapter - meets the 3rd Sat each month 8am
Holiday Inn 4221 Veteran’s Memorial Parkway

Jack 636- 447-8138
Road Riders for Jesus - Saint Louis MO Chapter
- meets the 2nd Sat each month 3pm Ponderosa
Delores Dr and Hwy 30 Fenton,MO John 314631-5690
Road Riders for Jesus - Shelbyville IL Chapter
- meets the 2nd Mon each month 6:30pm
Mcdonald’s 1012 W Main St Jerry 217-7745405
Road Riders for Jesus - Sullivan IL Chapter meets the 1st Tue each month The Spot Restaurant
10 E Harridon St.Pete 217-728-7566
Road Riders for Jesus - Troy IL Chapter - meets
the 3rd Thu each month 6:30pm at Burger King
700 Edwardsville Rd Mike 618-346-2462
Road Riders for Jesus - Vandalia IL Chapter meets the 4th Mon each month 6:30pm Ponderosa
2727 Veterans Ave Darrell 618-283-4141
Road Riders for Jesus - Wright City MO Chapter
- meets the 1st Sat each month 5pm Church of the
Nazarene Hwy 70 exit 200 Rod 636-745-3901
Shadow Riders - Greater St. Louis MO Web Site
meet on fourth Tuesday of month at Manchester
Elks Lodge at 7pm (314) 477-9976 ext 772.
Southern Breed Kennett MO Chapter - for info
visit Web Site
Southern Cruisers Chapter 47 - St Louis, MO
E-Mail - j.hillier@odinsys.com for more info.
Columbia, MO Chapter - visit the website Web
Site or email midlam69@aol.com
Southern Illinois Star Riders - Meet the first
Sunday of each month in Collinsville, IL. Contact
wizardandangel@yahoo.com or visit Web Site
Southwest Illinois Ronin Riding Club - First
Saturday of each month at Noon at various area
locations. Ride follows monthly meeting. This is
an all-brand riding club. Call Bonedaddy at 618696-7768 or Trainwreck at (618) 973-6405 for
meeting location or more information Web Site
St Louis Motorcycle Club - Meets the second
Thursday of the month at 7:30 at Goff-Moll
American Legion 2721 Collier Brentwood, MO
visit Web Site for more info.
Star Touring and Riding Chapter 275 - meets at
1 PM the first Sunday of the month at Victory
Lane Powersports in Swansea, IL all bikes are
welcome to this family oriented group for info
call Jeff (618) 977-2184 or visit Web Site
Tribe of Judah Motorcycle Ministry - meets the
third Saturday of the month at 7 PM for info
contact Jack Sims 636 398-8488
Vendettas Motorcycle Club Bootheel Chapter
- PO Box 831, Doniphan, MO 63935 or
kzkat420@gmail.com
Veterans of Vietnam - open to all honorably
discharged Vietnam Era Vets for info visit Web
Site
Vietnam Veterans M/C – Illinois Chapter for more
information email them at vnvmcillusa@yahoo.
com
Vietnam Veteran’s M/C – St. Louis Charter for more
information email j.m.hollenbeck@sbcglobal.net
Women on Wheels Heartland Chapter - Meetings
are held the third Wednesday of the month at
7:00 p.m at Thornhill Branch - St. Louis County
Library,12863 Willowyck Drive(Off of Fee Fee,
1 mile north of Olive), St. Louis, MO Web Site.
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Upcoming Events
Weekly Events

Tuesday Two Wheel Tuesday at Show-Mes on Lincoln
Highway in Fairivew Heights, IL and Cape Girardeau, MO
Tuesday Bike Night the Third Tuesday of the Month
at Down on the Corner n Hwy 96 in Marcelline, IL
Wednesday
Weasel
Wednesdays
at
Double
Ds
Hangout
9853
S
Broadway
St
Louis
Wednesday Bad Ass Riders Ride or B.A.R. Ride
leaves Shady Jacks on North Broadway around 7 PM
Wednesday CTs Wednesday Night Bike Ride the ride leaves
CTs Hildesheim Ave. St.Louis between 7:30 and 8 8100
Thursdays STUNNA Thursdays At Paradise 1,
615 Missouri St East St Louis, IL (618) 482-5578 DJ
Thursdays
Bike
Night
at
Bikers
Corner
at 1924 N Vandeventer Ave in St Louis, MO
Thursdays Bike Night at Chuck-A-Burger St Charles
3150 Elm Pointe Industrial Dr., St Charles, MO 63301
Thursdays Hardriders call their hotline (314) 340-2000 for info
Thursdays Bike Night at Geos Wings and More
on West Main in Belleville, IL from 6:30 to 10
Friday The Weekend Kickstart at Jacks Iron Horse on St
Charles Rock Rd 7:00 PM

May

2nd - 4th Niehaus Motorcycle Sales Customer Appreciation
Days at Niehaus Motorcycle in Litchfield, IL see flyer for more info
3rd TJ’s Bar and Grill Anniversary Party at TJ’s Bar and Grill
Hwys 61/67 and Z in Pevely, MO this will be fun and an all day affair
3rd Run for the Son Ride and Family Picnic ride leaves Ferd
B Land Park in Arnold, MO at 9:30 lunch is at 12:30 great picnic
3rd
Cycle
Saturday
with
Lone
Star
Steakhouse
and
some
great
local
bands
3rd Bikers For Kids sign up at Steve’s Customs in Johnston City, IL
3rd Blessing of the Motorcycles from 9 to 2 PM at Kitchell
Park in Pana, IL visit www.motorcycleblessings.com for info
3rd Illinois Special Olympics at SIUE Track Field 8 AM
4th
2nd
Annual
Reach
Out
and
Ride
for
Cardinal
Glennon
NICU
Poker
Run
sign up at Fabick Cat from 10:30 to 11:30
4th Bikers Helping Veterans Poker Run, Show and Auction
poker run starts at L and D Patio McClure, Il at 9 AM the rest
of the events take place at the Cape Girardeau, MO Vets Home
4th
TJ’s
Bike
Show
at
TJ’s
Bar
and
Grill
Hwys61/67
and
Z
in
Pevely,
MO
4th Missouri Mules Annual Charlie McDonald Run sign up
at Jacks Iron Horse on St Charles Rock Rd from 11 to noon
8th - 11th Traveling Vietnam Veterans Memorial at Walther
Park Desoto, MO activities are ongoing while the Wall is here
10th 12th Annual Ride for the Cure The first 1,500 registrants
will receive a t-shirt and ride packet which should be picked up on
May 8 at Northwoods Mall, or at Federal Warehouse in East Peoria
on May 9. Ride kickoff is at Noon at The Shoppes at Grand Prairie
10th 5th Annual Spring Fling to Save Babies sign up at
Shady Jack’s on North Broadway between 10 and 11 AM
10th Cycle Saints CMA Chapters Run for the Son signup at Ted’s Motorcycle World Alton, IL 11:00 a.m.-12 noon.
11th Moose Ride for Illinois Special Olympics registration 11:00-

noon at the O’Fallon VFW, 223 West First Street, O’Fallon, IL
16th - 17th Illinois STAR Riders State Rally at the Collinsville,
IL Holiday Inn for information visit www.star275.org
16th - 17th M.S. Family Fun Days at the VFW Grounds
in Highland, IL Friday Night features rides and a band
Saturday that and much more including an all vehicle cruisein and also an equestrian clinic great fun for a good cause
17th Armed Forces Day Poker Run sign up 10 to noon at the
Caseyville, IL Moose Lodge 8550 Bunkum Rd. appearance
by Bag Lady Sue at the end $500 prize to first place hand
sponsored by the Vietnam Vets MC call (618) 398-4477for info
17th Armed Forces Day and Blood Drive at Hooters
11835 Lackland Rd St Louis from 10 AM to 3 PM
17th Bike Wash for Bikers for Babies at
Legacy
Harley
Davidson
in
Effingham,
IL
17th Abate for Missouri James Gang Chapter
1st Annual
Poker
Run
Check-in At
Stables
Grill I-35 and 92Hwy Kearney,mo 9am-12Noon
17th 5th Annual Bike Blessing and Run from Mooseheart
Child City and School and is a run from Mooseheart
(Batavia area) to the Mount Morris, IL Moose Lodge
17th 2nd Annual Ride for Life sign up at First
Southern
Baptist
Church
Parking
Lot
Leasburg,
MO morning ride starts at 9:30 afternoon at 1:30
17th - 18 th SEMO Run What Ya Brung Field
Events outside Lesterville, MO see flyer for info
17th
Armed
Forces
Day
and
Blood
Drive
at
Legacy
Harley
Davidson
in
Effingham,
IL
18th 13th Annual Stone Celts Hog Chapter Cancer Run sign up
at Frieze Harley Davidson on Green Mount Rd from 10:30 to 12:30
18th Dream Weavers Motorcycle Clubs Annual Rodeo
sign-up at Ted’s Motorcycle World, Alton, IL or at the
Jerseyville American Legion 10:00 a.m.- 12:00 noon; rodeo
takes place at Jerseyville American Legion at 1:00 p.m.
18th Veterans of Foreign Wars District 14 Poker Run for
Fisher House registration 11:00-noon at the Carlyle, Illinois VFW
25th
Skyriders
Memorial
Run
sign-up
11:00
a.m.-1:00
p.m.
at
clubhouse,Livingston,
IL
31st Iron Horse Ride by Freedom Riders ABATE Chapter
sign up at Hoffman House from11:30 to 12:30 benefits Lakota
Therapeutic Horsemanship call (618) 267 - 2087 for info
31st Benefit for the Family of Michael Lovsey at the Hamel
Community Building in Hamel, IL call (618) 656-8912 for info
31st 1St Annual ABATE Rodeo at the Wentzville, MO VFW sign
up from 10 to 12:30 rodeo events, bike show and tattoo contest
31st 3rd Annual Freedom Ride sign up at The Outside Inn 423
West Hanover New Baden, IL from 10:30am to 12:00pm

June

1st Motorheads Kenny Hoffman Memorial Poker Run
at Phyls Chet and Roses in Marine, IL from 11 to 1 PM
1st H.A.W.C. Charity Poker Run Sign Up at Fast Eddies from
10:00 am to 11:30 am. http://web.mac.com/scarter3336/HAWC_
Poker_Run/The_Ride.html or call (314) 780-5511 H.A.W.C.
stands for Hemophiliac Adult Weekend Camp
1st 3rd Annual 100 Miles for Arthritis – Sign up at Show-Me’s
on the Landing from 11 to 12:30 or sign up on line as a member
of The Biking Life team.
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the most seductively dressed. Jim headed up there and said
there were plenty of enticing ladies in the contest. Farther
back there were those that were more interested in enticing
their partners with a bit of flirtatious chair dancing and
even more interesting efforts.

F.O.R.R. Leather and Lace Party
By the Fabulous Fureys
I think I saw a space as we drove by! We pulled into the
packed parking lot and, thankfully, I was right; we found a
space that we managed to squeeze into. The cold weather
seemed to last longer than it should have this year and it
was still too cold for many bikes, however there were still
a few hardy souls that rode here. So every available space
was full except for the one we took and maybe one or two
in the north forty! Boy cages sure do take up a lot more
space then scoots.
The event was held again in Pacific, MO, at the Eagles
Club. All tickets were sold weeks before the event so
the place was packed with people! There was something
there for everyone: a good band, good food, good friends
and good, cold beverages. I partook of them all! I really
enjoyed the band, Loose Change. They were pumping up
the crowd with some great music and I managed to get
out there and dance some myself. Woo hoo!!! There was
lots of great food to pick from; I particularly liked the Lil’
Smokies and the salad—just super! I hope you managed
to snag some!
If you are one of the many who enjoy people watching,
there was plenty to see. There were the contests including

This is one of Local 42’s major fundraisers so all their
members go out of there way to make sure their guests
have an awesome time. Once again Gina Dean was the
mistress of ceremonies and did a wonderful job. Oh and
rumor has it she won’t be Gina Dean for a whole lot longer.
We offer our congratulations to her and the lucky guy. The
members of the local provide all the food. The tickets for
this are a very good value, for just a small price you get
food, drinks and an opportunity to contribute to the efforts
that F.O.R.R. makes at various legislative levels to support
our freedom to ride.
We had a good time visiting with everyone, those we
know and others we met there. Have you never been to
the F.O.R.R. Leather and Lace Party? You have got to get
out more! Don’t miss this next year—be sure to get your
tickets early to make sure you get some! Not sure where
to get tickets well visit Roadhouse 100 in Gray Summit,
MO. This is where Local 42 meets and also a place where
one can pick up a copy of The Biking Life. We’ll see you
there and feel free to come up and introduce yourself. We
always enjoy making new friends.
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Happy Birthday Patty
by Killer Miller
Saturday April 5th found several members of The Biking
Life staff at Doc’s Harley Davidson in Kirkwood, MO.
The reason was to help Pat Bush celebrate her birthday.
Usually when one has a birthday others throw a party
for them but this was different as Patty threw the party
for her staff and her extended family that patronize
this dealership. It seems hard to believe that Pat has
birthdays because she never looks a day older. I went
to the party along with our great photographer Cher
Petrovic. We covered it wall to wall, Pat deserves
all the recognition she gets. She took over her dad’s
dealership after his passing and built it into one of the
premier dealerships in the nation, not just our area but
the entire country. The motor company even sent her
birthday wishes. She as a person not only runs the shop
but she isn’t afraid to get on her bike and actually show
up at events, I personally have seen her at quite a lot and
admire that in any dealer. Her shop has had a long history
of racing, supporting racers and Patty herself is an ex
racer. Her father Doc was a national flat-tracker) and
has sponsored champion flat trackers and drag racers.
This is admirable but what is truly more impressive is
the effort she puts into supporting many of the charities
and causes of the community. We offer our best wishes
for many more birthdays and anniversaries of your fine
dealership from Killer and the rest of the crew here at
the TBL Happy Birthday.
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TJ’s Spring Fling
By John Skala

the riding season. It signals the true start of spring
no matter what the calendar says.

The weather cooperated and the crowd turned out
on April 6th for the first bike show of the season
at TJ’s Bar and Grill in Pevely, MO. Our friends
from Jireh Cycles in Festus, MO were the trophy
sponsors for this huge event.

In addition to the bikes that were entered in the
show, there were a lot of cool bikes in the parking
lot. As always at a TJ’s event, the cold beverages
were flowing while the brats were grilling over
the coals. Members and coaches of Thunder, a
local fast pitch softball team, were on hand selling
50-50 tickets and candy bars for fundraising. For
entertainment, there were scooter races that were
won by the Thunder girls coach.
The staff of TJ’s did their usual awesome job in
taking care of the throngs that flocked to this event.
This show is one of the cornerstone happenings of

If you missed this show their next one is scheduled
for May 4th and you don’t want to miss their
anniversary party on May 3rd. See you there.
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Biker Memorial Dedication
by Jim Furey
With the advent of more and more Christian Motorcycle
Clubs, organizations and associations there has been a huge boom
in the number of bike blessings held each year. But there are several
that have been around for a while probably the granddaddy of them
all is the one held by F.O.R.R. And I hate to admit I don’t know how
long the one at Bald Knob, IL has been going on but it is huge but
another one that has been around for a while now is the Outlander’s
Bike Blessing.
It is typically the first one of the year and always worth the
trip over to Roxana, IL either to see old friends or just as an excuse
to get on your scooter. The last few years they have been blessed
with good weather. That was not the case this year although these
fine folks demonstrated their connection with the man upstairs
by arranging with him or her to keep the rain away until after the
ceremonies.
Yes in addition to the normal Blessing of the Bikes by
Reverend Larry, this year the occasion also marked the unveiling
of the Biker’s Memorial. As always the good Reverend did an
outstanding job with the blessing but the truly moving part of this
year’s events was the ceremony surrounding the unveiling of the
memorial. Many of the clubs involved in S.I.M.C.A. participated
and had stones placed in the memorial denoting their support of
this project. These participants came from all levels of motorcycle
organizations from the Chrome Divas, the Skyriders, the New
Attitudes, the Backdoor Men, Alton HOG, Outlanders, Dream
Weavers, Piasa Gateway ABATE, Bootleggers, Salty Dawgs, Cycle
Saints and the Bush Pilots.
Several local businesses stepped up in a big way to support
this project among them were Ted’s Motorcycle World in Alton, IL
and JMP Cycles in Wood River, IL. The owners of both of these
establishments are big supporters of the local riding community and
A.B.A.T.E. They are worthy of your support too.

This memorial was the brainchild of Bob Myer the region’s ABATE
representative. He approached the right people including the city
fathers for Roxana, IL and the memorial got started. Not only does
it recognize the clubs and donors but several of the bricks already
remembered fallen brothers and sisters from years gone by. The
unfortunate truth is that more of those bricks will be filled in the
future but at least they will always be remembered now.
There were presentations made to Ted’s Motorcycle World,
JMP Cycles and Debbie Hunt the director of the Roxana Parks and
Recreation department for their support. There was a short speech
by State Representative Dan Beiser, who recognized the fraternity
of motorcyclists as being an extended family. On this day we were
a family united by the remembrance of our brothers and sisters of
the wind that have passed on. All heads were bowed as Bob read off
each of their names. There were many familiar ones among them,
not all died in motorcycle accidents but many did.
Hopefully this memorial will serve as a reminder to those
that ride and those that don’t of the vigilance we must keep as we
travels the nation’s highway and byways. It just takes an instant
of inattentiveness for lives to be ruined. If you didn’t make the
dedication the park is open to all and seeing this Memorial is well
worth the trip.
Some of the bricks have the names of fallen riders engraved
on them. But this is a living Memorial and if you have someone you
would like remembered with a brick then you can contact Bruce
“Popeye” McEwen president of the Outlanders at (618) 593-5994
and he can tell you how to proceed. Please take a moment now to
offer a short prayer to those you know who have been taken from us
too early.

61/67 & Hwy Z • Pevely, MO
Every Tuesday starting

May 6th, 2008
BEER & FOOD SPECIALS
GIVEAWAYS
The Famous Titty Kitty Contest
Every Tuesday

301 East Main St • DeSoto, MO
Every Thursday starting

May 1st, 2008
DRINK & FOOD SPECIALS
GIVEAWAYS
Bikini Contest & Karaoke
Every Thursday
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Remembering Our Blessings

The FORR Bike Blessing was last month.
We had many changes this year including a
new location and a much earlier weekend in the
season. As a group, we were blessed with a
beautiful day, and a fantastic turnout. Everyone
seemed to have a great time.
I look forward to this event each year
knowing it kicks off our riding season in the
best way possible, but the part of the day that
I look forward to the most are the individual
bike blessings that bikers ask me to do. We
are always so quick to tell everyone about our
road trips: how great Sturgis was, how crazy
the rallies got, the people we met along the way
and what awesome country we saw while getting
there and back home again. I’m not sure we
remember how God has blessed us to be able to
have the time off of our jobs to be able to go and
the finances to afford the vacation at all. I love to
hear how God has blessed each of you and your
families over the past year.

We often forget that God is in control. We
have marriages that are saved, addictions that
are cured, and illnesses that are healed. We
have parents, spouses, and children that come
through circumstances that sometimes seem
hopeless. These circumstances are not just a
coincidence and they are not “just happening?”
We have to remember that our God is a “God
of miracles and wonders” and He “demonstrates
(His) awesome power” (Psalm 77.14). “With
God, everything is possible” (Matthew 19:26).
But we are warned, “Be very careful never to
forget what you’ve seen God doing for you. May
His miracles have a deep and permanent effect
upon your lives! Tell your children and your
grandchildren about the glorious miracles He
did.” (Deuteronomy 4:9)
Do we remember to share with others the
work God is doing in our lives? Are we teaching
our children so they will know a God who will
be there for them and bless their lives? This is
the responsibility God passes on to each of us.
Never forget what God has done in your life!
If you’re not sure how to ask God to be
a part of your life, it’s as easy as talking to your
very best friend who sits next to you. If you
aren’t sure how to begin this friendship, ask any
Christian biker at your next event, contact one
of the following people, or call me. The CMA
Missouri State Coordinator is Clark (Lucille)
Doughty, 816-697-3077, wingman@wcblue.
com; and the Illinois State Coordinator is Don
(Vicky) Brown, 217-629-8938, vdBrown77@aol.
com. For more information about CMA, you can
contact either of the above or call me at 314434-2282 or e-mail me at h2osjk@prodigy.net.
Jim Waters
President - Good News Riders
CMA St. Louis, MO
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An Inkling

This months tattoo was submitted by Corey Bolton
of Kennet, MO. I have never met Corey but have
emailed with him off and on for a year or so now.
The loos of his father is very important to him. So
he got this ink. The tat was done in 02 in Memory
of my father whose life was taken while riding his
shovelhead. A drunk driver crossed lanes and killed
him. If anyone has any pics of my father I’d love to
have a copy! Thanks! If you have some pics of his
Corey’s dad send them to jim@thebikinglife.com
and I will make sure he gets them.

Sit “N” Bull Saloon
Home of the
“Bullburger”

Fri & Sat:
Music/KaraLiokvee

Coming in ‘08:

www.sit-n-bull.com
All-U-Can-Eat Homestyle Buffet!
31 South Mill St. • New Memphis
Kitchen open daily at 11 am
618-588-3003

The Biking Life is always looking for
good salespeople and writers. You
get to meet the best people bikers
and have a lot of fun. We are the
number one publication in the region. If this Sounds like you please
give me (jim) a call (314) 322 - 7883
and lets grow together
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