




Cover photo: This photo was taken 
at a recent Veteran’s Day Parade. 
It features two of my friends 
Steve and Denise Pratt. They are 
great people and I invite you to  
learn more  about them.

Hawg Pit
5 th Anniversary Party Weekend

May 17 and 18

Join Hawg Pit for Our 
“Spring Benefit Ride” May 31

Sign Up 11 to 12



Sit “N” Bull 
Saloon

Book your next event here!
We have over 3600 square feet inside & 

3 acres outside for events such as:
• Car/ Bike Shows 
• Swap Meets
• Auctions
• Flea Markets

• Weddings
• Birthdays 
• Reunions
• Anniversaries

We cater them all! Stop by & we’ll show you around!

Open Daily at noon! Biker Owned & Operated
31 SOuth Mill St. NeW MeMphiS, il

teN MileS FROM SCOtt AFB 
(NeAR highWAy 160 AND highWAy 177)

(618) 588-3003  www.sit-n-bull.com

Letter from the Publisher
By Jim Furey

Well some of you caught on to my little April Fool’s 
prank from last month and others of you just think I am 
a bonehead. To those of you who caught on I salute you 
and to those in the other category, think what you will I 
will still sleep well. I am the publisher of this magazine 
and I attended a very unique event put on by the Piasa-
Gateway Chapter of ABATE, the Biker Prom. I thought 
the ladies all looked nice,( and just as an aside they were 
almost all members of an MRO) and it was an event 
that showcased the softer side of some of our wives and 
girlfriends. I think it was a great photo taken by Jody 
Jedlicka and it demonstrated what we are known for, 
taking it off the beaten path. I believe it was a good cover 
and my hat is off to all the women who made it possible.

Well many of you know I do most of the delivery of 
the magazine myself. So I spend a lot of time driving 
around. As I do this I notice things. Things like all the 
places I used to drop magazines off at that are no longer 
around. And just not businesses that I knew much about 
are gone as well. I  am pleased to say that not many of 
these were The Biking Life advertisers, with your help 
that will continue.

With my help you are asking yourself? Yes, our advertisers 
are the life blood of this publication, and I ask you to 
patronize the people who support us. Our advertisers 
like all the people who are in business, have placed 
their life’s savings and all their dreams in aspirations 
into trying to make their businesses successful. In many 
instances they share our passion for riding and for bikers. 
So please patronize them, so we can continue to deliver 
you this publication every month.

Okay a little belatedly but I wish all of you mothers out 
there a happy Mother’s Day. Speaking form personal 
experience there is a special bond between mothers and 
sons. I thank my mother for all her support and love over 
the years and I apologize for the stress I have caused. 

Well the event calendar is really filling up and we look 
forward to riding with you during the season ahead. 
Thanks for picking us up and as always we thank you 
for making us part of your biking life.



Riding Season is here!!!
Stop in now for your new gear 

or quality seatwork



Hardtail Humor

There were two guys riding motorcycles on a 
windy afternoon. One of the guys was com-
plaining because the cold air was blowing into 
his shirt. His buddy told him to turn his jacket 
around, so that the collar of the jacket would 
be at his neck. That way no air could get into 
his shirt. So that is what he did.
After riding for a while the two men came up 
on a curve. They were going too fast and they 
crashed. Witnesses called 911 and rushed to 
the motorcyclists aid.

When the police arrived, they were doing a 
report. The police asked a witness if both of 
the men were deceased when they got to the 
scene.

“No” the man replied, “The one man was still 
alive, but by the time we got his head turned 
around to where it was supposed to be, he 
was dead

Graf Racing would like to thank the 
following sponsors:
4anOffice.com, Big St Charles 
Motorsports, Complete Auto Body,
Mason Signs, McGrath Environmental 
Associates, Metro Shooting Supplies
Mile 277, Premier Restorations
The Biking Life, 
The Neon Cycle
Schaeffer Oil





Be Prepared

After January 1st each year I get in gear to get all the 
maintenance completed on the Harley.  I want to be ready for 
the new riding season.  I change the oil, check the tires, brakes, 
lights and tighten as many bolts as I can.  The reason I do this 
is for safety and to keep it from breaking down while we’re 
out on the road.  I try to stay on top of the maintenance on the 
Harley, but I am guilty of procrastinating. I usually end up 
paying for it later.

Kathy and I were riding across New Mexico late 
one evening trying to get to Albuquerque and the bike was 
getting low on gas; I thought we could make it to the next gas 
station - the bike ran out of gas as I pulled up to the pump.  So 
many times we just make it in the nick of time.  What would 
have happened if the gas station would have been closed?  We 
weren’t sure of the neighborhood or where the next gas station 
would be.  We really needed to be more careful and plan ahead.  

Jesus tells us a story about not being prepared and 
not procrastinating. (Matthew 25 1-13 NLT) “The Kingdom of 
Heaven can be illustrated by the story of the ten bridesmaids 
who took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom.  Five 
of them were foolish, and five were wise. The five who were 

foolish took no oil for their lamps, but the other five were 
wise enough to take along extra oil.  When the bridegroom 
was delayed, they all lay down and slept.  At midnight they 
were roused by the shout, ‘Look, the bridegroom is coming!  
Come out and welcome him!’  All the bridesmaids got up and 
prepared their lamps.  Then the five foolish ones asked the 
others, ‘Please give us some of your oil because our lamps 
are going out.’  But the others replied, ‘We don’t have enough 
for all of us.  Go to a shop and buy some for yourselves.’  
But while they were gone to buy oil, the bridegroom came, 
and those who were ready went in with him to the marriage 
feast, and the door was locked.  Later, when the other five 
bridesmaids returned, they stood outside, calling, ‘Sir, open 
the door for us!’  But he called back, ‘I don’t know you!’  So 
stay awake and be prepared, because you do not know the day 
or hour of my return.”

How can we not plan ahead for the most important 
decision of our lives?  Where will we spend eternity?  Having 
a door shut when we get there, because He doesn’t know us 
– not what I want in my future.  What are we teaching our 
children and our families?  Will they also not plan ahead for 
eternity?  We really need to start living today as if God were 
coming for us tomorrow.  Too many of us have lost family and 
friends way too early, and then were left wondering if they 
were ready for heaven and eternity with our Lord.  Don’t wait 
too long; this is a plan you should put into place right now!

If you need help making this decision, find your 
local biker-friendly church.  If you don’t know one, call us 
and we’ll help you find one.  If you need prayer, we’re here 
for you if you need us or reach out to any Christian biker at 
your next function.  You can reach Kathy and me at 314-434-
2282 or e-mail me at h2osjk@att.net; or you can contact the 
CMA Missouri State Coordinators, Brad & Angie Barton at 
573-576-8216, Email: bartonscma@gmail.com; or the CMA 
Illinois State Coordinators who are Doug Johnson at 630-878-
2801 E-mail dougj@gmail.com and Karl Huckshold at 618-
478-5303 
Jim & Kathy Waters
Good News Riders
Christian Motorcyclists Association





Continued on page 12

Making the World a Better Place
By Jim Furey

Over the years I have published the magazine I have 
met some great people. Fine folks who go out of there 
way to help others. One couple I met real early on were 
Steve and Denise Pratt. I think I met them through the 
Thursday night HardRiders group but I may have met 
them through other channels. They were both always 
very nice and cordial with everyone they met.

Denise is a cute little pixie and Steve was often 
mistaken for Paul senior from Orange County 
Choppers and they both know how to have fun and 
enjoy life. Well our friendship progressed and I saw 
them taking a more and more active role in supporting 
and putting on runs and benefits for Veteran’s causes. 
Even though neither one of them are veterans 
themselves both their families have long standing ties 
to our nations military.

Currently they are both members of AmVets Post 1 
in Kirkwood, Missouri. The AmVets allow children 
of veteran’s to join and it is through this outreach that 
they can belong. They are also members of the post’s 
AmVets Rider organization. Prior to that they were 
and still are members of the Cedar Hill, Missouri VFW 
Post.. They have organized countless rides for these 
two entities, they were movers and shakers behind 
Fish’s Run, they have organized countless other 

events and they always sought 
me out to help promote them and 
I appreciated their support.

Unlike so many others, they never 
did these things to draw attention 
to themselves or for any sense of 
self importance, no they did this 
because it was something they 
believed in and they thought it 
was the right thing to do. I always 
enjoyed seeing these two love 
birds together because you could 
just sense the level of attachment 
with each other and the deep love 
they shared. It was the stuff of 
fairy tales and something that 
any of us that know them were 
blessed to be able to share.

Well the unfortunate thing is, that none of us has an 
unlimited time on this orb. Way too many times as I 
have gotten older I’ve seen friends of mine affected 
by various health issues, be it cancer or any of a 
multitude of other conditions. Well my friend Steve 
has been so touched. And when I learned of this it 
saddened me but you know what I have never seen it 
sadden Steve.

He is still doing the things he loves maybe not as 
much or the way he used to, but he still is. It was not 
all that long ago this awesome couple made their way 
to Key West for some rest and recreation. They have 
always been a staple at the Veteran’s Day Parade. Yes, 



   JOIN US ON FACEBOOK
   BUNKER HILL, ILLINOIS

 Make us you Jefferson County Party Headquarters

We Welcome Poker Runs and Benefits

We Have the Best Food Around and

Great Entertainment



while too many of us are too complacent and sit at 
home while this yearly event happens in downtown 
St. Louis. The Pratts were there regardless of the 
weather showing their support for the veterans.

They did the Mudbug run in 2013 several other runs 
and they joined us for my birthday ride. I went to the 
post here recently for this year’s Mudbug Run. And 
there were Steve and Denise, enjoying themselves 
and sharing good cheer with friends. My friend is not 

doing well and like all of us he is not guaranteed an 
unlimited number of days.

I just wanted to let the rest of you know what great 
people Steve and Denise are. That I consider myself 
lucky to have know them and that no matter what 
happens we are all better off for having them in any 
capacity in our lives. Lets us all continue to celebrate 
two of the nicest folks I know.



Friday Night
Saturday

Night
Karaoke 
Nights

12796 Hwy 21
DeSoto, MO

636-586-4300
636-586-5672

Fax:
636-586-2216

May 3 Bike Wash noon till 5:00 pm with The Biking Life 
Beauties benefit party with The DeRousse Brothers Band 

@7:00 pm.   
 May 17th Hired Hands 

Bowling Scotch Doubles April 26 $20.00 a person 6:00 pm 
50/50 & strike tickets .Lots of

 Friday Nights Karaoke With Amy             
 It is always a GREAT time to take the family bowling
Stay with the Mule for more kick in your party 







Blessing and Remembering Bikers
By Heather Harrop

It’s considered the kick-off to the 
“riding season” in the Alton area, 
but it’s so much more than that.  
The Outlanders’ Bike Blessing and 
Biker Memorial Dedication is the 
gathering of friends, family and 
people who have a passion for riding.  It’s the day 
that we remember and memorialize those who have 
fallen.  2014 marked the 16th year that the Outlanders 
have sponsored the Bike Blessing and 6th Biker 
Memorial Dedication ceremony. 857 people and 526 
bikes attended with the temperature only being in the 
low 30s.  Bright smiles and rosy cheeks were seen 
all around Roxana Park’s Roxarena.  The Outlanders 
were gracious enough to provide refreshments to the 
brave souls who made it out.

At Noon, ABATE State Legislative Coordinator and 
Memorial Dedication Spokesman, Bob Meyer, took 
the podium to welcome guests.  He discussed that 
the biker memorial is a place for us to remember 
those who have passed.   Clubs, organizations and 
individuals can purchase a brick with their loved one’s 
information on it.  It is then placed in the memorial 
and dedicated during the service.  He began to read 
the list of those who had passed away and had bricks 
purchased for them in remembrance.  After each 
name was read, the bell was rung.  16 times that bell 

rang…16 times too many.   

Following the dedication and memorial, Julia Frazer 
sang “Carry on Wayward Son” (original artist – 
Kansas).  Pastor Larry Lacher of Roxana Church of 
the Nazarene took the podium for what was to be his 
very last Blessing of the Bikes.  He broke the news 
to everyone that he will be moving to Roswell, NM 
to bring the word to their people (and possible aliens, 
should there be any sightings).  He spoke of how he 
has enjoyed doing the blessings and getting to know 
so many bikers.  He said a prayer to bless us on our 
bikes and each day…that we stay safe and live to 
make it to another blessing.  

Emotions overwhelmed me as we left for more riding 
with friends.  Part of me was very sad to think of the 
friends and family we have lost.  Another part of me 
was so very proud to be part of an amazing group 

Continued on page 18





of people.  This biker memorial is one of only a few 
across the entire country.  There are currently 21 
clubs participating in the memorial and 217 bricks 
placed in it.

It is an honor for me to attend the dedication and 
blessing each year.  If you haven’t been able to attend 
one, it’s well worth your time to do so…even if you 
don’t know anyone whose brick is being dedicated.  
It’s an eye-opening experience.    It’s definitely a 
cliché, but it reminds me that life is short.  You never 
know what day will be your last. Do what you feel 
passionate about.  Enjoy each moment as much as 
possible. And as I’ve learned that these people do, 
give as much love as you can possibly give.  

Rest in Peace, Brothers and Sisters.
Special thanks to the Debbie Hunt and her crew 
at Roxana Park.  They do a great job.  If you’re 
interesting in purchasing a brick for a fallen brother 
or sister, contact Bruce Jones at (618) 971-7991. 
The location of the Biker Memorial is Roxana Park 
(outside of the Roxarena) at 2 Park Drive, Roxana, IL 
62084 (just off of route 111).  









Why We Ride
By Killer 

First off, let me state that since I got this movie as a 50th 
birth day gift thanks, and thanks to all who attended my 
party I truly appreciate it, and the gifts and to my son, for 
getting red home when I was DRUNK and to Asshole, 
Joyce, Christina, Rodney and Sidecar for all their help and 
to Joyce for putting the party on. Now to the movie, this is 
the first really big release movie about biking in a while, 
“Take It to the Limit’ was the last one, and it is very good.
It is actually a very good movie for the new rider or for 

the loved one of a rider who doesn’t quite get it. Of course 
long term riders like most TBL readers don’t need to ask 
or even answer the question we know both. The Walking 
West production runs about two hours and covers the whole 
gambit of riding. To my joy they dealt quite a bit with vintage 
bikes. The whole remaining Kertz family along with Fritze 
Baer’s son and grandson were interviewed. 
They also had quite a long segment on female riders which 
was good, my favorite parts were the minibike as first bike 
section and the interviews with round the world riders Ted 
Simons (Jupiter’s Travels) and Dave Barr. Once you see the 
Dave Barr part of the film, and hear him talk about his life 
ordeal you will know why I think he is one of the toughest 

sobs to walk the planet, Ted 
Simons likewise gives a 
different outlook on the 
modern world of both 
riding and in general and 
how bikes fit in. 
I  only have a couple 
of gripes one while the 
Ness and Klock family 
are mentioned the mc 
part of riding is virtually 
overlooked, as a bad seed 
of the pastime, way of 
life. Heck most clubbers 
I know ride for the same 
reasons the rest of us do, 
and I really wish they 
had mentioned who the 
speakers were while they 
were talking instead of 
waiting till the end of the 
movie. Now, how good is 
it?  Well it isn’t as good as 
‘On Any Sunday”, that’s 
the benchmark and while 
good, it doesn’t have the 
presence on film as the 
original movie does.  It’s 
almost as good as the little 
seen “Take It to the Limit” 
and better than “On Any 
Sunday II.”  So I would 
rank it right up there 
with “Choppertown, The 
Sinners” in my top five of 
bike movies barely ahead 
of the “Worlds Fastest 
Indian.” Now for my own 
reasons enough time in 
front of the tv, I’m going 
riding.   Killer see you out 
there living TBL.









THE BIKING LIFE IN PICTURES





605 N Main St
Caseyville, IL 
(618) 855-9035

Wednesday Bike Night
Longnecks -$2.00

You Call It Rails - $2.00
and .50 Wings

Thirsty Thursdays
$1 Domestic Bottles

11 AM to 2 AM

Live Music Friday and Saturday
Video Gaming

Frog Legs
MuffulettasGator B

ite
s

PO’Boys

Upcoming Events

Weekly Events
Tuesday Bike Night the Third Tuesday of the 
Month at Down on the Corner n Hwy 96 in Mar-
celline, IL
Wednesdays Mudbugs Bike Night At Mudbugs, 
605 N Main St, Caseyville, IL (618) 855-9035
Thursdays Bike Night at Bikers Corner at 1924 
N Vandeventer Ave in St Louis, MO
Thursdays Bike Night at Cousins Bar and Grill 
at 5301 Caseyville Ave in Washington Park, IL
Thursdays Hardriders call their hotline (314) 
340-2000 for info
Thursdays Bike Night at Geos Wings and More 
on West Main in Belleville, IL from 6:30 to 10
Thursdays Crown Royals M/C Bikers Night Out 
Blues Alley 9053 Riverview St Louis
Fridays Discounts for First Responders at 
Mungenst Motorsports
Friday Bikes, Beers and Bonfires at Chasers 
on Dutch Hollow Rd. Ask about long neck spe-
cials
Last Saturday of the month Free Coffee and 
donuts at Mungenast Motorsports

May

2-4 4th Annual Beaver Bikes and Bands at the 
Shaved Beaver in Everton, MO
3 Cycle Saints Run for the Son sign up at 
Roxana Church of the Nazarene 11 to noon
3 Geo’s Wings and More Bike Blessing noon to 
4 at Geo’s 4307 West Main St in Belleville, IL 
hosted by the Sons of Thunder
4 Alton HOG Spring Run sign up at Ted’s from 
11 to 1 PM
10 Red Knnights 1 Night Spring Run sign up at 
Ted’s from 3 to 5 PM
17 Skyriders Night Spring Run sign up at Ted’s 
from 3 to 5 PM
17 Blessing of the Bikes at Sandy Ridge Again 
2130 Sandy Ridge Cahokia, IL noon to 4
17 Hell or High Water Run sign up at AMVETS 
Post 1 Kirkwood, MO from 9 to 11
18 Dream Weavers Rodeo sign up at Bethalto 
KC Grounds 11 to 12;30 for sign up
31 Biking Life Belles Ladies Ride sign up at 
Ted’s from 8:30 AM to 9:30 AM

June

1 Motorheads Spring Run sign up at Phyl’s 
in Marine, IL 11 to 1 PM



BIKE NIGHT PARTY
EVERY THURSDAY

RAIN OR SHINE

  4307 WEST MAIN ST
  BELLEVILLE, IL
  (618) 233 - 9464

PULLED PORK AND FRIES SPECIAL

$2.00 DOMESTIC LONGNECKS

WEEKLY CONTESTS AND DJ
INCUDING BIKER IDOL THE 3RD THURSDAY OF THE MONTH

“ALWAYS GOOD TIMES TO BE HAD AT GEO’S”

SPONSORED BY YOUR FRIENDS AT



An inkling

www.kenstattooshop.net

This month’s tatto can be found on 
a loyal reader. He stoped by our 
mooth at the Wide Open Bike Show 
a couple of years ago. We got this 
photo and think it is very cool, in-
corporating the American Flag, thw 
renowned Harley Davidson logo and 
an eagle with indian feathers. If you 
have a cool tatto send it in to us 
and let us share your art with the 
world. tats@thebikinglife.com






