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The Biking Life magazine is published monthly by
Bi-State Biking LLC. All rights reserved. The publisher assumes no liability and can not beheld liable
for errors beyond the space occupied by the error,
slander of any group or individual, failure to produce any issue as scheduled for reasons beyond our
control, any and all lawsuits for liable, plagiarism,
copyright infringement and unauthorized use of a
person’s name or photograph. Opinions and claims
made by advertisers and authors are theirs, and do
not represent the policy of The Biking Life magazine. If you are still reading this get a life.
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Letter From the Publisher
by Jim Furey

Once again I welcome you to another issue of our publication.
This is November a very significant month for several reasons.
I will speak to them in the order in which they will affect us.
The first significant event of the month is the election on
November 4th. I think we are at a most serious crossroad and
we must all let those how represent us know in no uncertain
terms how we feel and what we believe in. I hope you make or
made your voice heard.
The next significant event is Veteran’s Day. There will be
parades and celebrations throughout the region. I ask you to
attend or participate in one. The largest will be the parade
through downtown St. Louis. Members of the Tribe of Judah
Motorcycle Ministry are urging people and congregations from
throughout the region to attend and truly show their support of
our nation’s veterans. Last month on these pages the Tribe not
only made their case but they also issued a challenge to all
levels of motorcycle organizations to show their support for
the troops past, present and future by attending this parade and
I support them in that challenge. This year let’s truly show our
support and gratitude for those who have made sacrifices in
their lives so we can enjoy the lifestyles we do.
Then the final event is Thanksgiving Day. When I was young
I thought this was about Indians and Pilgrims plus some
great food at Grandma’s house. As I have gotten older I now
believe that this is a great time to reflect on the blessings I
have received throughout the year and to be thankful for them.
This has been another great year; for the most part our health is
good. We have a nice home and food to eat. I know that there
are many that don’t share this good fortune and I pray for them
to be as blessed as I have been.
The magazine has had another good year because of your
support. I truly appreciate that. I am amazed by the number
of people that support the magazine with their time and talent.
More and more people are submitting items to us, I thank all
of you who do and we will print as many as we can. There are
a lot of talented writers out there. When you see someone you
recognize from the magazine thank them. I know it means a lot
to them when you, the readers recognize them.
Finally I ask a favor of you. I know right now money is tight
for many of you and I know what that is like but the advertisers
that support this magazine are the people that make it possible
for us to deliver a good product to you for free. Please support
these fine folks as much as you can over the holiday season
and the rest of the winter. Many of these support the magazine
as part of their support of motorcycling as a sport or a lifestyle,
if we do not support them then who will support us down the
road.
As always I hope you have a great month and remember be
good, have fun and ride within your limits.

Route 138
Benld, IL
(217) 835 - 2494

November 26th - Thanksgiving Bash
Music by Hard Drive 9 to 1 AM
Beer Bucket Specials Weds & Sun
Pizza and Pitcher Special to
Hrs: Mon -Thurs 10 AM to 2 AM
Fri - Sat 10 AM to 3 AM
Sunday 8 AM to 2 AM
Always A Fun Place
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Running With a Pack

Lincoln. That forced his way in the middle of us.
Luckily, we all maneuvered to keep from having an
accident caused by this idiot. There is only one thing
better than riding your Harley. And that is “Running
in a Pack” with your brothers on your Harley. There is
like no other feeling like it on the planet. It is timeless
and there is not anything to compare it to period, but
at the same time there are some idiots out there that
can ruin your day in a few seconds.

Watch out for these idiots. Keep bumping them foot
pegs with your brothers and “Running with a Pack”.
And to all you people out there driving auto and trucks.
First off before I get into this month’s story, I would Please watch out for us motorcycle riders be it 1 or
like for you readers out there to know that in last 100 share the road and act like you got some sense.
months story “Ten Miles Down the Road” some You do not force yourself into a pack of motorcycles.
editing was done. I would like to state that a line was It’s not healthy for us or you if you think about it.
left out that referred to some bros of thirty plus years
of friendship that taught me a lot about the motorcycle Well it’s that time of the year this month the starting of
brotherhood/lifestyle. To the three amigos, I say “ the fall/winter holidays and activities Thanksgiving,
Muchos Gracias Kemo Sabes”. The three amigos rule deer season and of course Veterans Day. Thanks to
forever. You either know these bros or not, thanks all the veterans, lets all be thankful. Be careful out
there “Riding in a Pack”. Good luck deer hunting
Fuzzy.
and be careful at whatever you do my brothers of
Now on with “Running With a Pack”, I was talking the wind. Here is Dirty Johnny with this to say to the
with a couple of my brothers about running with a idiot in the white Lincoln. You should be treated like
pack. Well how many is a pack? Well I said I figure it a mushroom, put you in a dark closet and feed you
this way. Two is a pair so three or more makes a pack, crap. Do not forget to get out and vote. It is a privilege
to vote and we could not live our lives the way we do,
but it only takes two to bump foot pegs.
the motorcycle lifestyle, without the great veterans of
As I sit here and write this story I was thinking about this country, past, present, and future. I will be riding
me and some bros out last weekend running on a in from riding out from “Running with a Pack”. See
graveside ride, bumping foot pegs and “Running in a you somewhere, sometime, someplace, soon. Fuzzy.
Pack”. We all hooked up at a convenient spot. Their
was about a dozen of us which to me is a nice size
pack to ride with. Then we took off west bound out
44 to a lost brother’s grave. We were in a nice tight
pack formation “Running in a Pack” about 70 mph Want to tackle a problem with your
and then we throttled down to 60 mph in this clearly bike but don’t know how. Then send us
marked road construction work zone ahead. One lane
an email at staff@thebikinglife.com. we
ahead. Left lane closed.
Well, we were in the right lane and all seemed fine.
Then out of nowhere in the left lane that was ending
this white Lincoln Continental came over into the
right lane in the middle of the pack. Well a few of us
happened to see what was about to happen and a few
of us let up and another blasted forward for this white

will get our staff of experts and contributors on it and get you an answer
in a future issue. Just another way we
serve you our readers.

While we try to provide the most up to date
information. in our print addition sometimes we
find out about things too Late to get them in So
please check out our website often, you can also
buy Thr Biking Life gear here so please visit
WWW.thebikinglife.com and click on the adsense
links when you visit.
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“Bikers For Babies” Ride Again!
By Kelly Perry

Seven thousand bikes went thundering down the highway
as one unit, to support one cause. They were powered by
lawn mower engines and dressed up as buffalos; and they
all rode for the same reason. To support of Bikers For
Babies; a March Of Dimes charity that raises money to
prevent premature births and birth defects.
It might be the largest organized ride in the state of Missouri
and October 12th marked the area’s 13th anniversary charity
run. I’m still humming “We’re Not Gonna Take It,” the
80’s rock anthem performed by the Well Hungarians and
special guest, Dee Snider of Twisted Sister. The 80’s hair
band lead singer is also the National Spokesperson of
Bikers For Babies.

The 62 mile ride ended where it began, at the Verizon
Wireless Amphitheater in Maryland Heights, MO. Once
back we enjoyed tasty dogs, cold beverages and Classic
rock. About the only thing that could have made the day
more enjoyable is if a few individuals took a group riding
course before saddling up. I wasn’t even out of the parking
lot before someone broke formation and rolled up beside
me to share my lane.
Overall the event was a huge success. Debbie Kersting of
the March of Dimes said, “In these economic times, it is
wonderful how the bikers in our community are locking
arms, marching across the state and making a difference.
Right now we’re at $290,000 but by year’s end we will
have raised $300,000 because the donations just keep
coming in. Bikers have the biggest hearts. We could
not do it without them.” Kersting estimates 7,400 riders
participated in this year’s event. “I just cannot thank the
biker community enough.”
Premature births have affected over 543 thousand and it
continues to be the number one killer of newborns. The
Polio epidemic affected 49 thousand children in its day.
For those able to get out and support Bikers For Babies
this year, thank you. And to those that couldn’t make it this
time around, there is always next year. In the mean time,
ride safe, ride often and ride on.

To start the day, the March Of Dimes volunteers got
everyone lined up in an orderly fashion. We were organized
into multiple groups to help keep the event manageable and
the cagers happy. Well, maybe not happy -they still had to
wait for hundreds of bikes to pass before the Boys in Blue
gave the nod allowing drivers to merge onto the highway.
Some got out of their vehicles to show their support and
snap photos during their wait. Others lined overpasses and
fences along the route.
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attendance prizes I’ve seen and most everyone walks away
with something and some of them worth more than the
price of admission.

Biker’s Ball 2008
by Jim Furey
If you go to many places where motorcyclists congregate
you soon figure out there is basically a uniform they
wear. It consists of blue jeans, t-shirts usually black and
depending on the weather leather vests or jackets. Then
there are the Leather and Lace dances where sexy dress is
the order of the day but I have found only one event that is
truly a Bikers Ball and it is put on annually by Durty Red
Productions and Mr. St Louis Roll.
This year’s Bikers Ball was held July 18th at Orlando
Gardens on Watson Rd. DRP and LL are well known among
the biker community because they serve some awesome
food every Thursday night during Bikers Corners Bike
Night. A couple of years ago they came up with the idea to
show bikers in a different light and soon thereafter the first
Biker’s Ball was held.

It is very nice to see friends dressed a little different
than you are used to seeing them. Also for the low price
of $30 you get a very good buffet and an open bar and
an evening’s worth of entertainment and fun with some
excellent people. As if all that wasn’t enough DRP and
LL go all over the region gathering up some of the best

The evening is a celebration of local bikers. It starts with a
social hour, and then there is a brief prayer before the dinner
is served. After dinner there was a Tribute to Fallen Bikers
then we were treated to a solo performance by Lawrence
Wilson before his lovely wife came to the microphone to
serve as the hostess during the awards presentation. Special
awards were given out to riders from throughout the area
for their contributions to the local scene. The highlights of
the awards presentation were the Makeover Recipient of
the Year, and the Best Dressed Male and Female contests.
With the last of the presentations made are hosts for the
evening closed the program and opened up the dance floor
for party time. This was the second annual Bikers Ball and
this one was even better than the prior years and I know
plans are already underway for next year’s event. I’m sure
it will be the best yet but don’t make a mistake and get
your ticket early so you can be sure you have a seat at one
of the can’t miss parties of the year.
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hardtail humor
BLIND MAN IN A BIKER BAR

A blind man wanders into an all girls biker bar by
mistake He finds his way to a bar stool and orders some
coffee. After sitting there for awhile, he yells to the
server, “Hey, you wanna hear a blonde joke?” The bar
immediately falls absolutely silent. In a very deep, husky
voice the woman next to him says, “Before you tell that
joke, sir, I think it is only fair -- given that
you’re blind -- that you should know five things:
1. The bartender is a blonde girl with a baseball bat.
2. The bouncer is a blonde girl
3. I’m a 6 foot tall, 175 lb. blonde woman with a black
belt in karate.
4. The woman sitting next to me is blonde and a
professional weightlifter.
5. The lady to your right is blonde and a professional
wrestler.
Now, think about it seriously, Mister. Do you still wanna
tell that joke?”
The blind man thinks for a second, shakes his head, and
mutters, “No... Not if I’m gonna have to explain it five
times.”
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Sporty Getting Better With Age
by Killer Miller

We have all been behind the old guy or lady in
the big car hogging the fast lane that cannot see over the
steering wheel. And we all hope that doesn’t become us
when we get to be of an advanced age. It is also true that
sometimes even old bikes can’t be ridden with the verve of
a new bike.
Well this sporty is definitely not old and in the
way. It may have a few years on it but it won’t get in
anyone’s way going down the road. Tom Whittier is the
proud owner of this hot rod little bike put together with his
bros and it features quite an arsenal of go fast goodies on
this sweet little ride. The engine is from a 1973 XLCH
and is stuffed full of performance enhancing goodies from
Truett and Osborn. This is mated to a 79 frame, so he
could get the stopping power and handling all the go fast
stuff needed.

It is lubricated by 60 weight thru a Lockhart Oil Cooler
and is fired thru a HI 4 ignition onto twin coils and dual
plug head. The go juice is supplied by a heavily modified
S&S carburetor with an auxiliary fuel pump. For reasons
that will become evident if you ever follow him. You’ll
find out as you inhale the 120 octane fumes out of the
Supertrapp Duals.
Everything else gets mixed up by Andrews’s cams
and hits the tire thru a Barnett Kevlar clutch. The lights
are lit by a Cycletronics generator and voltage regulator.
Tom did not make all these improvements by himself help
was given by family and friends like Dave “Wrenchbone”
Campfield, Josh Chandler and Kirby’s Bikes, Trikes and
Trailers of Festus along with Surdyke’s Harley Davidson.
The good looking racing colors of orange and black were
highlighted by our own good looking beauty Branda and
while it’s easy to see her at our events, you’ve got to be
fast to see this bike. It’s an old one but not in the way.
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Nothing Too Small
As I write this article during October, we just
completed our Bikers for Babies Ride and I’m wondering
how much money we raised for the St. Louis area March
of Dimes. Getting ready for the Ride this year I learned
that President Franklin Roosevelt help found the original
organization that became the March of Dimes. I can
remember when I was in grade school and we collected our
dimes in an envelope, took them to school, and added to the
dimes that our friends had also collected. That sounds like
a small amount of money, but it added up when collected
across the country. It helped pay for the cure of polio!
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Kathy and I have attended a lot of benefits over
the past 10 years and have seen this principle in action. At
benefits you see a group of a few people buying tickets and
making donations to a particular cause, but when it is all
totaled, it becomes a good sum of money. I can remember
when Bikers for Babies was only a few hundred riders;
now look at it. We have several thousand donate and ride
together, and last year raised a record amount for the St.
Louis area.
Kindness and good will work the same way in
our lives. Nothing is too small to make a difference in
someone’s life. Just a smile or phone call can change a
person’s day. So many times we become so busy with our
own lives that we forget to say “Please” and “Thank You”
or hold a door open for someone behind us. When’s the
last time you told someone that you appreciate what they
do for you, you told someone (not your spouse or child)
that you loved them, or gave a hug to somebody just to
show you care? One act of kindness can be remembered
throughout a whole day, maybe a whole week.
There are many passages in the Bible that teaches
us compassion and kindness for other. God commanded
His children from very early times how to treat each other.
Zechariah 7:9-10 reminds us: “Execute true justice, show
mercy and compassion everyone to his brother. Do not
oppress the widow or the fatherless, The alien or the poor.
Let none of you plan evil in his heart against his brother.”
Jesus came and gave us many examples of how
we should live. But Jesus also gave us the greatest gift of
compassion – he died for us so that we may have eternal
life. John 3:16 says, “For God so loved the world that He
gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him
should not perish but have everlasting life.” If you haven’t
accepted His gift and don’t have this assurance, all you have
to do is ask Him. If you need help with this prayer, contact
any Christian biker at your next event, contact one of the
following people, or call me. The CMA Missouri State
Coordinator is Clark (Lucille) Doughty, 816-697-3077,
wingman@wcblue.com; and the Illinois State Coordinator
is Don (Vicky) Brown, 217-629-8938, vdBrown77@aol.
com. For more information about CMA, you can contact
either of the above or call me at 314-434-2282 or e-mail
me at h2osjk@prodigy.net.

Jim Waters
President - Good News Riders
CMA St. Louis, MO
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TAKE 10% OFF ALL LISTED PRICING
NOW THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2008

TWO WAYS TO BUY ONE GREAT GIFT
�

ONLINE: Visit www.thegaragedesigncenter.com, choose your tool box and use
promo code BLHD10 on the order page to save 10% on all Harley-Davidson tool
and gear storage solutions. All items in-stock, will ship anywhere in the USA.

�

SHOWROOM: Visit our showroom at 1731 Larkin Williams Road, Fenton MO
63026 and mention this ad to receive a 10% discount on all Harley-Davidson
tool and gear storage solutions.

636.343.8500

B
A HDDX-22 – $36.99
B HDX-26 – $50.99
C HDX-223B – $95.99
D HDTS-56-3Set-DS – $2294.99
E HDGS-1800 – $245.99
(Partially Shown)

F HDGS-1805 – $367.99
G HDTS-26Set-DS – $723.99
H HDTS-41Set-DS – $1068.99
I HDGS-6624 – $317.99
Manufactured by STACK-ON® under license
from Harley-Davidson® Motor Company.
©2008 H-D All Rights Reserved
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November Newsletter

www.chariotsoffirecustoms.com

An enormous thank you to all the volunteers who helped out during the three Helmet Day fundraisers
we had this year for Bikers for Babies/March of Dimes. Also a huge thank you to everyone that had
service work performed at Chariots of Fire. Between the fundraisers and a portion of all labor charges
performed since January of 2008 we were able to give the Bikers for Babies/March of Dimes a check
for $5,500! Thanks to all our customers who joined us that day. We had over 20 bikes leave the
shop that day and were joined up with more along the way and some folks met up with us at Verizon
amphitheater. A good time was had by all!
Christmas is right around the corner. I have been doing some Christmas shopping for you of some fun
novelty type items we don’t typically carry in the shop such as shot glasses, motorcycle picture frames
etc. If you have a particular item you want to purchase, please come in and do your shopping early. If
we don’t have it, we’ll find it! Don’t forget we have gift certificates available also
November 8 - We are having our 2nd annual Christmas Poker Run. Sponsored by us, the Tattooed Lady,
& Tri-county ABATE. Sign-up at Chariots of Fire from 10 to 11 am. Cost: a Christmas gift for teenage
boys (such as DVDs, CDs, socks, T-shirts, sweat pants, caps, toiletries) or $10. Last bike in at 5pm.
All you can eat chili for $5.00 at the Tattooed Lady, 50/50, raffle drawings, $75 payout for best hand.
All proceeds to go to Camp Avery. All donations accepted. Any items that are for younger children or
ladies will be donated to Domestic Violence House in Lincoln County.
November 9 – We will be participating in the Salute To Our Military Veterans indoor motorcycle and
hot rod show at Bell-Clair Fairgrounds in Belleville, IL. Show hours 9am-6pm. $5 admission children
under 12 free.
November Special: 10% off all Kuryakyn Products and Bolt on Performance Products
Consignment bikes in house: ‘04 Wide Glide $10,000 and ’03 Custom $11,500. Call for more
information.
We are raffling off Jan’s ’06 custom chopper. Tickets cost $100 each. No more than 300 raffle tickets
will be sold. A portion of proceeds is going to Bikers for Babies/March of dimes. Call for more
information.
The Road Kills Dinner Runs have ended. Thanks to all who shared those delightful Thursday evenings
with us. Our winter hours are Tuesday – Friday 11am-7pm. Saturday, 10am-3pm. We will be closed
November 27, 28, & 29 for the Thanksgiving weekend.
As Thanksgiving approaches, we here at Chariots of Fire Customs LLC will keep each and everyone
of you on our “Thankful” list. We have been blessed greatly as our business continues to grow. We
especially remember and are thankful for the time that we were able to share with Sam Wells. Samuel
Henry Wells July 6, 1960 – October 5, 2008 “Remember me with smiles and laughter for that is how
I will remember you all”.

Keep the Shiny Side Up
Customs is in our name, Quality is in our product, Service is our reputation.
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by Contagious.

Rat Ride Rocks
by Jim Furey
The first Sunday in October means only one thing to riders
throughout the area. It means it is time for one of the last
extreme biker parties of the year. That is right the Rat Ride.
There is only one place that could host a party of this size and
that is Jack’s Iron Horse Bar and Grill on the St Charles Rock
Rd. This year’s was another huge success.
This was the first year of the Rat Ride as a weekend long
extravaganza. There was limited camping available onsite
and events were added to Jack’s normal Friday and Saturday
activities to insure that the bikers would have something
going on all weekend to keep them entertained. In talking to
people who were there they were successful. The party started
Thursday night when the bar was the host for the HardRiders
Thursday night ride. This was a strong kickoff.

Friday was another awesome fall day in St. Louis and the
party continued with live music by the band Dis Wizzle along
with a burnout contest and other games. This was also the
day that some of the vendors like the Professor set up their
booths for the weekend ahead. Saturday was another fun
packed day. One of the highlights was Phil and Cindy’s Bike
show. They hold this bike show annually to benefit the local
Marine ROTC contingent and Jack’s has been proud to be a
part of, as it gives them yet another to show their support for
the military and our veterans. Later in the day there was some
tasty barbeque being served up and the music was provided

Sunday dawned clear and crisp, Monty got their early and
already had the booth set up by the time we got there. On our
way we couldn’t help but notice the many bikes already on
their way to stake out spots on the parking lot for the party
ahead. By the time we arrived at Jack’s shortly after 9:00
AM the parking lot was already filling up with revelers. The
Rat Ride is a party all bikers are welcome at. Most all of
the local clubs are represented here and it is one of the last
times to see your brothers on two wheels. There was live
music all day long the first band to take the stage was MX
Power3, these guys are really good. Later in the afternoon
HUSH took the stage and while this band had always been
very tight musically the addition of their new female lead
singer has made them one of the top cover bands around.
The party continued into the night with the tunes of the Night
Owls. This very fine band has been around for a long time
and they know what a crowd of bikers like this want to hear
and they provide it.
As one gentleman said on our DVD a couple of years ago the
Rat Ride is the Rat Ride to be at. He was right and this year’s
continued the tradition of this being one of the best parties of
the year. The good folks that operate Jack’s Iron Horse have
demonstrated time and again that they have the capacity to
hold the biggest and best biker parties in the region. The Rat
Ride isn’t for the timid but I would also say that riding on
two wheels isn’t for the timid either. If you like fun events,
and hanging with your brothers of two wheels then mark your
calendar for the first weekend of October and the party that
is the Rat Ride.
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Ride For Kids Has Another Big Year In
St Charles
By John Skala

With significant portions from the Ride 4 Kids web site
The seventh annual St. Louis Ride for Kids® raised
$70,159 on Saturday September 21. The Ride For Kids
returned to the St Charles Community College campus for
this year’s ride. The escorted parade style ride ran south on
Highway 94 and took a little detour through Schluersburg
due to the recent flooding. The hundreds of riders that took
part unanimously agreed it was a great fall weather day for
the terrific ride through the wine country.

The St Louis Ride For Kids is 1 of 37 rides taking place
this year across the country to support the Pediatric Brain
Tumor Foundation. Unlike other charities that have added
a motorcycle ride as an additional source of fund raising,
bikers started the Pediatric Brain Tumor Foundation.
The primary funding of the foundation is the various
Ride For Kids events across the country. The foundation
funds research at major universities including Washington
University here in St. Louis. In addition to funding
research, the foundation also serves as an educational
support program for patients, their families, and the medical
community. Thanks to the support of riders over the years,
great strides have been made in the life expectancy of
children with brain tumors and many are surviving and are
able to go to college with assistance from the scholarship
program started by the foundation.
Several motorcyclists served as the VIP escorts for the
event’s 11 “stars,” including 3-year-old Chance and Hope,
14. Erin, mother of 11-year-old Brian, said, “Without all
that you do, we would not have the hope that we have.”
The medical community was represented by PBTF grant

recipient Dr. Joshua Rubin, an oncologist and researcher
from Washington University School of Medicine. “It is so
inspirational to be a part of this event and experience all
of your commitment and generosity to this great cause,”
he said.
The top individual fundraisers were the David Piel Family
of Troy, Mo., who brought $7,500. GWRRA MO-Z
members raised $9,925 to make it the top club/chapter.
They were closely followed by B.O.B. (Brian Ott’s Bikers),
who brought $9,903. The top motorcycle business, with
$12,670 in customer contributions, was Niehaus Cycle
Sales of Litchfield, Ill. Sam Clary of Troy, Mo., won the
grand prize, a new Honda motorcycle.

Many thanks went to the event’s task force leaders,
Greg Hoette, Norm and Angie Riekena, John and Lorrie
Lehmann, and Charlie and Shirley Barnett. Along with a
wonderful crew of volunteers, they gave the kids a day
to remember.For more information, you can visit the
following web sites: www.ride4kids.org or www.pbtfus.
org. For more pictures, go to www.thebikinglife.com.

$1.50 lONGNECKS ON wEDNESDAY NIGHTS
wEDNESDAY IS BIKE NIGHT
KARAOKE WEDS, FRI AND SAT NIGHTS
TEXAS HOLD’EM POKER SATURDAY AT 4 NO BUY
IN AND $50 TO THE WINNER
www.myspace.com/double_ds_hangout
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Patriot Guard Riders
“Standing for those who stood for us”
Mike “smackwater” Gibbs
Missouri State Captain

protestors might be there, they didn’t have to be seen. Thirteen
riders with flags in hand rode to the church prepared to hold their
flags in a manner to shield the family from seeing the disruption.
Needless to say, it was a success. From those thirteen in late 2005
the Patriot Guard has grown to nearly 150,000 riders and cagers
across the county, Canada and even some in Europe.

In the spring of 2006 I was watching the news and found myself
in awe of what a few weathered old bikers were doing. An
American Soldier had fallen in battle and to show respect for that
soldier this group of bikers rode in the procession to show honor
for this American Hero. It was cold and a light snow was falling
and still they were there.

Cagers? Yep, that’s one of those myths about the PGR. No you
do not have to ride a bike to be in the PGR. That would be like
saying you had to ride a bike to show respect to those serving our
country. It just ain’t so. In fact, one of the things I always stress is
the importance of having those cages. They are our support units.
They are the people, who haul all those flags around, and water,
gas, banners, it seems everything we need. One even brings
cookies. That’s a story in itself. This member was a teacher of
one of our hero’s who was killed in action this past spring. He
really enjoyed her cookies when she brought them to school and
now she brings them to missions in his honor.

Although I didn’t realize it at the time I was already hooked, I
just hadn’t signed up yet. I’m not a veteran, I don’t own a Harley,
mine burns rice so I figured I was out of luck. That is until I went
to the PGR website and read the Mission Statement. Before I
logged off I had signed up and was already planning on attending
my first mission.
That started a journey for me that has been, by far, the most
rewarding I have ever had in my lifetime. There is no way, no
matter how many of these stories I tell, I will be able to explain
how I feel when I see the look of pride and happiness when a
soldier comes home from Iraq to a crowd of bikers ready to escort
him to his home and family, nor can I describe what goes on in
your gut when the mother of a Marine wraps you in a hug and
through her tears and sobbing all you hear is “Thank you for
being here for my son”.
I’m not even going to try. I know I’m no where close to being
a writer of that stature. What I am going to write about is the
people I ride with, why we do what we do and what we want to
achieve. What I hope to do is clear up some myths about being
a Patriot Guard Rider. I hope to share some funny story’s, some
heart warming story’s and a few things that will just make you
wonder what planet I came from. Most of all I want to show
these Hero’s all of the respect I can, let them know how much I
appreciate their efforts to protect the Country, me and mine, these
ladies and men who step up and do what needs to be done to
protect our rights and freedom. Even in this I know I will fall
short. How do you thank someone for so much?
There are more stories floating around about where the PGR
started then you can shake a stick at and most all of them have
some portion of truth to them. There is no doubt there were
organizations riding funeral escorts well before the PGR was
formed and which of those organizations actually spawned the
PGR is for each of those organizations to brag about. In the big
scheme of things it simply doesn’t matter. The truth is as allusive
as the true stories of Jesse James or D.B. Cooper, never the less,
there was a beginning.
I’m not even going to try to get the dates or riders or city correct,
for one thing someone would argue it with me but I will tell you
the story that has been told to me. In Southwest Missouri a soldier
was being laid to rest. It became known that an organization
out of Kansas was planning on protesting at this young hero’s
services and a small group of bikers decided that even though the

I hope this has been something of an introduction. What can I
say to bring you back? How about a story of a sailor’s grandma
getting her first motorcycle ride, in her 70’s, or a SWAT team
watching us from roof tops before they knew what the PGR was.
We’ve come a long way.
Below is the Patriot Guard Riders Mission Statement. If you have
the one thing we require feel free to go to www.patriotguard.org
and click on that very important button. JOIN.
Patriot Guard Riders Mission Statement
The Patriot Guard Riders is a diverse amalgamation of
riders from across the nation. We have one thing in common
besides motorcycles. We have an unwavering respect for
those who risk their very lives for America’s freedom
and security. If you share this respect, please join us.
We don’t care what you ride or if you ride, what your
political views are, or whether you’re a hawk or a dove.
It is not a requirement that you be a veteran. It doesn’t
matter where you’re from or what your income is; you
don’t even have to ride. The only prerequisite is Respect.
Our main mission is to attend the funeral services of
fallen American heroes as invited guests of the family.
Each mission we undertake has two basic objectives.
1. Show our sincere
heroes,
their
families,

respect for
and
their

our fallen
communities.

2. Shield the mourning family and their friends from
interruptions created by any protestor or group of protestors.
We accomplish the latter through strictly legal and non-violent
means.
To those of you who are currently serving and fighting for the
freedoms of others, at home and abroad, please know that we are
backing you. We honor and support you with every mission we
carry out, and we are praying for a safe return home for all.
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Outlaws Jams for Bike Show
by Kathleen Haverstick

The day dawned wit ha hint of rain, for a while there it
seemed like every day dawned with a hint of rain or worse,
but that didn’t stop the crowd that showed up for Outlaws
Bar & Grill 2008 Summer Bash. Like I said the day stared
with a little rain but it was just enough to spot the paint, but
with a little elbow grease and some Thunderbolt Polish the
bikes were all looking good and ready to see who would
make off with the Best of Show awards. The fine folks from
Thunderbolt Polish, Vince, Sue, Justin and the rest of their
crew have been seen at events throughout the area. You
could see them anywhere from the Dam Rally, local Bike
Shows and anywhere motorcycles would be assembled.
They always gather a crowd especially when they are
detailing folks bikes with their amazing cleaning products
that get this, require no water for rinsing and leave your
vehicle with a spectacular shine that won’t wash off with
rain. So it is the perfect item to carry with you when going
to a ride in bike show.
There were other vendors here as well like the good folks
from East Side Church, with the bike they are raffling off
to help with some of their building expenses. This isa great
deal and check out their ad there are still a few days to get

your raffle ticket and with it a chance park a brand new
shiny Harley in your garage for less than the cost of a tank
of gas, heck for a while it looked like it was going to be
less than a gallon of gas. For those of you who weren’t
here Outlaws Bar and Grill is a smoking hot spot just south
of Farmington, MO at 2884 Highway 67. There was a nice
crowd all day and we made some new friends here as well
folks like Cheech and his friends they were great fun and
yes Cheech we still have your trademarks.
The events of the day consisted of a Bike Show, Bikini
Bike Wash, a Tattoo and Piercing contest and lots of great
music courtesy of bands such as Ambush Band, Gravity
and local favorite Hush. Then later in the evening there
was Girls Gone Wild Outlaw Style, which included Jello
Wrestling and A Wet Tee Shirt Contest. The bike show was
judged in the afternoon and as the weather had improved
we had lots of very hot iron to judge. Wolfman had his bad
ass bagger there, our congratulations to all the winners of
this show. Summer won the best of Show in the Tattoo
Contest and you can find here tending bar here often. She
is just one of the many reasons you will want to come back
to this fun establishment. Outlaws always has something
to offer from the hottest music around on the weekends to
the best burgers and steaks in town, Friday Night is ladies
night. They also have plenty of bike parking and of course
Summer is usually here. So get your Posse together and
ride on down to Outlaws Bar & Grill in Farmington MO,
it is just a small ride to big fun. And of course read The
Biking Life and we’ll keep you posted on the next Girls
Gone Wild Outlaw Style Party.
We thank the owners and staff of Outlaws for inviting us
to be a part of their very successful event. We also thank
the fine folks from Budweiser and Jireh Cycles for their
sponsorship. Thank you for your support of our sponsors
at events like this it is your support of them that allows
them to be able to help us all have a great time. Especially
Jireh Cycles next time you are looking for that special
something for your scoot check them out. See ya there
Kat

Sunday & Tuesday Are Bucket
Days 5 Long Necks For $7
Come Try Our Hot Wings
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Harley-Davidson Turns 105 Years Young
By David Perry

while the band rocked. And security was there to ensure
everyone had a safe and enjoyable time since those biker
types can get out of hand.

It started out many years ago, one hundred and five to
be exact, when Harley-Davidson came into this world. I
suppose it says something about our human nature, our
belief that good will prevail. It is because of our very own
emotions and passion that keep this company alive and
growing for 105 years.

Thanks to all the Harley-Davidson riders, passengers,
enthusiasts, truck drivers, mug sippers, sticker owners
and whatever else they license and we buy. If you didn’t
make it to this year’s party, you can always have your own.
Whether you own a Harley-Davidson or any other brand,
get on your bike and ride. If you’re in-between bikes or
ready for your first, attend a local bike night. Being around
motorcycles is better than not. Have a great month and
keep riding on!!

We attended this year’s celebration in Milwaukee and
were greeted with excitement, wonder and awe. There
were many people from all over the globe making their
appearance at this historic event. They showed their
support for the Motor Company and proved that HarleyDavidson has what it takes to continue another 105.
The trip began with the ride into Milwaukee proper.
Making our way to the parade start location at Miller Park,
we found thousands of riders waiting their turn to roll out
of the parking lot and make their way to the waterfront.
As they rolled between the downtown buildings with the
thunder of the V-twins echoing off asphalt and concrete,
the crowd cheered, waved and high-fived the riders
and passengers alike. There was hardly a thought of the
controversy of war or decision of next president - only joy
to be riding. While many HD enthusiasts were not able
to make the ride home, their absence was acknowledged
There were many signs stating the homes of the riders, the
clubs to which they belonged and, of course, sponsorship
of Harley-Davidson. Everyone was having a great time
.
The celebration along the waterfront contained everything
normal at a bikers’ rally. There were vendors, bike shows,
concert stages and security. The new models of HD’s were
on display alongside accessories and conversion kits.
Many custom bikes lined the path along the waterfront
showing skills of the bike builders. Empty stages waited
for the night when the crowd would explode with jubilation
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The Christmas Gift Guide
By The Biking Life Staff
Yes, ladies and gentlemen it is that time again. The days are getting shorter and there is definitely more of a
chill in the air. Yes Christmas or whatever holiday you celebrate is right around the corner. I don’t know about
you but trying to figure out that perfect, heck most years we’d settle for a decent, gift. So thinking some of
you may be like us we got together with some of our advertisers to help you out and maybe give us an idea or
two as to what the biker, or their spouse, in your family might like. This is by no means all encompassing but
maybe we can spark your creative juices. That is our hope and we wish all of youand your families and friends
the best the season has to offer. To those of you who own businesses or offer services we will be doing this
again in December and it may provide you a way to boost your end of year sales. If you are interested please
call (314) 322 – 7883 or send an email to ads@thebikinglife.com.

The Biking Life Holiday
Gift Buying Guide For
Motorcyclists
Advertisers Listing
AltonBrown

Available at local book stores or online at Food
Network www.foodnetwork.com
www.altonbrown.com

Cardo Systems, Inc

Available at local bike shops or online at Cardo
Systems
100 High Tower Blvd.
Pittsburgh, PA 15205
(800) 488-0363
www.cardosystems.com

Doc’s Harley-Davidson
930 S. Kirkwood Rd.
Kirkwood, MO 63122
(866) 333-DOCS
www.docsharleydavidson.com

Wheels Through Time

62 Vintage Lane
Maggie Valley , NC 28751 (828) 926-6266
www.wheelsthroughtime.com

The Biking Life
PO Box 448
Troy, IL 62294
(618) 531-0432
www.thebikinglife.com

Gateway Harley-Davidson
3600 Lemay Ferry RD
St. Louis, MO 63125
(314) 845-9900
www.gatewayhd.com

Is that old purse getting to look
a little ragged. Then perhaps you
should check out the fine selection
of bags and other accessories
available every day at Gateway
Harley Davidson. There are new
items coming in daily but the hot
one’sgo fast so visit us often.

Upcoming Events
November

Want to find out what jim thinks about
stuff throughout the month then read
his blog and you can make your opinions known to the blog is available at
www.thebikinglife.com

1st Teds Motorcycle World Chili Cookoff at the dealership from
10 to 4 PM
1st 2nd Annual Toy Ride to Benefit Callaway County Kids
Meet in Southerlands Parking Lot for registration from 11 - Noon
in Fulton MO Police escorted ride through town to deliver toys at
the court house, Hot chili Lunch provided by Moms Corner Cafe,
or drop off toys at Ridin in the Wind Leathers 111 West 5th Street
Fulton MO sponsored by Ridin in the Wind Leathers
2nd Branson Motorcycle Toy Run sign up at Legends hwy 76
and 160 outside Branson, MO leave at 1
2nd FORR Local 42 Toy Run sign in 11 to 12:30 at Roadhouse
100, 2763 Hwy 100, Gary Summit, MO
2nd FORR Local 25 Toy Run sign in 11 to 12:30 at Petes DriveIn, Pearce Blvd and Old Hwy 61, Wentzville, MO
8th - 9th Crown Ridge Tiger Sanctuary Fall Festival this is in
memory of Billy Kaufman and is intended to raise awareness on
the road, the Tiger Sancuary is located at 19620 State Route B in
Ste Genevieve, MO call (573) 883-9909 for info
8th Salty Dawgs Special Olympics Benefit Dance at Bethalto, IL
KC Hall 8 to midnight
8th Christmas Poker Run sign up from 10 to 11 at Chariots of
Fire in the Moscow Mills Plaza sponsored by Chariots of Fire and
the Tattooed Lady
8th Veterans Day Parade to ride in it sign up at Docs from 9 to
10:30 or to watch line Market and Chestnut Sts in St. Louis
8th Chicken and Beer Dance at the Fairivew Heights VFW on
North Illinois sponsored by the VFW and the Road Raptors 7 till
12 $12.50 per person bring side dish
9th Thunder Alley Bike Expo at Belle-Clair Fairgrounds in
Belleville, IL this is a no-colors event
14th Fighting 4 Josh Benefit at the Cellar Room on Broadway in
Alton, IL Benefit starts at 1 PM food, auctions, 50/50 and much
more
22nd Anniversary Party and Fall Fashion Show at Legacy
Harley Davidson in Effingham, IL
23rd 9th Annual Motorcycle Toy Run meet at noon in Buffalo,
MO at jct of hwys 65 and 32 run starts at 1 bring a toy or cash
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The Way It is
By Robert Barnhill
“Fear and Courage”
I’ve paid my dues,
met fear but never
ran. I was there when
an important lesson
was taught. It was
several years ago but
time isn’t important
the lesson is. Standing
in front of someone
who would judge
me, trying to impart a
lesson, but one I was
slow to learn.

His eyes at handle bar height and staring forward. After
he dropped the clutch his left hand grabbed the shifter.
His right hand held the throttle wide open.
The sound of high RPM’s brought many running to a
door or window. When the clutch dropped, his Harleys
back tire laid a black rubber line for an eighth mile that
would remain for days. At the end of the run he began
to brake, but the second Harley hadn’t made third gear.
Traveling over one hundred miles an hour through
downtown was raw courage or maybe something else
.
A week later I was standing in front of the bench, once
more being taught a lesson that would last thirty days in
“failure to control”.

I had always wanted more than just to replace chain
tensioners, adjust the valves, air the tires, just something
different yearned inside me. This past summer I rode
from the mountains of the west, to the hot asphalt of
Georgia, west turning south east. State after state my
tires rolled. The highway gave me shelter, a warm place
for the homeless, my safe haven. Eighty miles an hour,
the world past by just inches beneath my feet.
My mind drifted back to a summer day twenty miles
from home. Someone I knew of, but had never met,
a friend of a friend. Two Harley riders were to show
me what courage was about. He wasn’t wearing leather
except for a pair of Alligator Shoes. Hand tailored shirts
and slacks, I knew who he was. I had heard his other
ride was a gold Cadillac, while all his friends drove
black Caddies.
The Harley he rode today was his baby, his courage,
but not his strength. They both rode Harley Sportsters,
but his sounded different. Not just louder, it had a set of
carburetors made in Italy, twin air Ventura’s, four times
longer than what Harleys used. I knew from the sound
it made it wasn’t stock.
Over forty five years ago I saw a duel in the streets as
no other. Several times he lifted his body into the air,
resting his left knee on a solo seat as he hit the kick
start.
Out of the parking lot they both rolled, stopping in the
middle of the street. He slid backwards; his stomach now
lay on the seat, legs upwards and apart for balance.

If you want to find the latest news
read Jim’s Blog at our website:
www.thebikinglife.com visit often we
are evolving and current kind of.
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An Inkling

This month’s tattoo was provided to us courtesy of
Tammy Mosby. Tammy and her friend Alice are a
staple at the various motorcycle events where they
sell tops, sunglasses, gloves a little leather and just
about anything else one could want. We caught up
with Tammy at Roctoberfest and she showed us her
remarkable monkey. This awesome ink was done by
Travis at Underground Art Works in Edwardsville,
Illinois. This is not the first time Travis’s work has
been featured here so maybe next time you are
thinking about getting some ink you should check
him out.
Send your tat to us you might see it here!!!

The Biking Life is always looking for
good salespeople and writers. You
get to meet the best people bikers
and have a lot of fun. We are the
number one publication in the region. If this Sounds like you please
give me (jim) a call (314) 322 - 7883
and lets grow together
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