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The Biking Life is on the lookout for
sales people and contributors in a lot of
different areas. Some of the specific
areas we are looking for help in are
Marion / Carbondale, IL
Springfield / Decatur, IL
Hannibal / Quincy / Peoria
Lake of the Ozarks area
Southeast Missouri this would be a
fun way to earn some cash contact the
staff@thebikinglife.com for more info.

Letter From the Publisher
by Jim Furey
The month of September is rapidly
drawing to a close. The Cardinals are
set to enter the playoffs and fuel
everyone’s dream of another World
Series title for the area and October is
moving into town. The last month has been great fun,
some cool things have happened not the least of which
was we put on our first Poker Run with the invaluable
assistance of Terry Sharp one of the owners of TJ’s Bar
& Grill in Pevely, MO. We have put on several bike
shows to benefit charity but a poker run is another story,
which you can read about in our November issue. The
weather has been great and we made it to lots of fun
events here recently. It is so cool to get out amongst the
readers and attending events is about as close as I get to
not working these days. Events at least are a labor of
love, I know you see us at a lot of places and we try to
write about them but sometimes space issues keep us
from including everything we’d like to. We hope our
next expansion will take care of that but in our hearts we
know that the number of events will just keep expanding
so please forgive us.
While this month and the couple before it have been a
great time to be riding, it has also been a time of sadness.
There has once again been too many needless deaths on
two wheels, from icons of the motorcycling world like
Indian Larry, to Saint Louis area icons like Tommy
Bousalacci and then local club members like Matt
Ferguson and Cuz of the Vietnam Veterans. It is tragic
that any of these happened and even more so depending
on the closeness we felt to them. I urge all of you to be
safe and also to remember that we are a brotherhood and
as such we need to look after each other. It is nice to
salute your fellow rider as you pass on the street but
might it not be a whole lot better to make sure your
friends are in shape to ride before you let them leave
your company. And please be aware and ready to take
some type of evasive action, you know those cage drivers
out there aren’t but they have a lot more protection
around them than we do.
We have some cool features this month including one
where yours truly get a tattoo. Yes, I was a virgin but
Rick Winfield owner of Class Act Tattoos and Kenny
Azar the artist that gave me the tattoo talked me into to
doing a feature on their shop and so now you all get to
read about it. I also attended the after party for the Free
Spirits Rodeo which benefited the MDA.

Racing at Belle Clair
By Killer Miller
July 10th saw Tim Mertens, Bill and the rest of the
crew from BET put on a fine short track card at
Belle Clair speedway in Belleville Il. There is no
better racing on a Saturday night under the lights
and this short track didn’t disappoint. Tim and his
crew ran a top notch operation in track prep and in
the quickness in which the show was delivered to
the fans and racers alike. The track favored the
riders who had the proper set up more than just
pure brute horsepower. As with most short tracks
the action was great in most of the classes with
some of the best racing coming in the smaller
displacements. The 50cc open was one of those,
where the finish looked like some one had shrunk
the Springfield mile, Lauren Davis barley defeated
Travis Zapfe and Ryan Fitzgerald. Lauren also won
the 50cc oil injected while Zapfe won Playbike Auto.
April Ladd from the Kentucky Ladd racing team won
the Playbike Manual 65cc and Jeff Carver had a
convincing hat trick winning the 85cc the 125cc and
the 250cc and he also took a top ten in the expert
race . The expert main saw 18 of the best area
hotshots line up for the purse and when the dust
had settled the younger Ladd stood on top of the
podium with the checker ,he also took the 4 stroke
main while his father took the over 40 . I mean to
tell you that if you see a van hauling bikes with a KY
plate at a race anywhere you know you’re going to
have a fight on your hands. With the real racer of
the family doing the Boy Scout thing in the Dakotas
it was up to Dad to uphold the honor of Miller racing
which I did getting a fourth in the Vintage class
following two of the Goodwin’s and Williams home
The next race at Belle Clair is on Thursday night
during the fair and it should be good because Chris
Carr is coming in for a match race with Tim Mertens
and since Peoria is close to that date maybe the
national riders might venture down south for some
hot and heavy Short track action . Until next time
see you in the stands.

Raacers of the future

Benefit For MDA
by Al’ Slow Talker” Wilson

The first leather and lace dance of the late summer / fall
took place on September 10th at the Holiday Inn in Mt.
Vernon, IL. This was the 3rd Annual Leather and Lace
Dance sponsored by Dale’s Harley Davidson to benefit
the Muscular Dystrophy Association, and was the kick
off for a fun packed weekend of events in the Mt Vernon
area. The proceeds of all these events were to go to
MDA.
Arriving fashionable late, that is what I like to call it, I
was greeted by a large crowd already gathered for an
evening of fun. The minimal charge to get in could just
barely have covered the costs, of the great food and
beverages available to the attendees. There were always
several things going on at the same time. The silent
auction had a large selection of fine donations, which ran
the whole gamut of anyone’s wants. The live auction
produced some very spirited bidding on many of the
items. The most prized item was a parking space with
your name on it for a year at Dale’s.

presentation to the Mount Vernon Fire Department on
Saturday. The fire department is in desperate need of a
thermal imager, used for seeing through walls in rescue
efforts. This equipment costs $10,000, of which Dale’s
Harley-Davidson is donating $5,000. They have been
raising the money by donating $50 for every motorcycle
sold over the last two months. “We’ve always strived to
be a leader in the community through efforts like this,”
says General Manager Rene’ Creed The weekend ended
with the MDA Poker Run leaving Dale’. All of these
events were very well attended and great fun and just
another example of the many ways that Dale’s is a great
partner with the Mt Vernon area.
.

After the auctions drew to a close, the evening’s
entertainment consisted of karaoke and dancing, I
thoroughly enjoyed the karaoke and there were singers of
all talent levels. We also got a demonstration of Patrick
from the Gateway to the West Dealership break dancing
talents. He did a remarkable good job and added to the
evening much as all the people who attended this event
did.
This event did bring in a lot of money for a very good
cause and the folks at Dale’s should once again be very
proud of their contribution to the community. There is
two other things that occurred that evening that I though
were very cool one was the whole staff of Dale’s getting
on stage and singing Bon Jovi’s Wanted: Dead or Alive
and the other was the most moving part of the evening
when Brent Oliver, a member of the friendly staff at
Dale’s, proposed to his girlfriend Jennifer Nangle and
she accepted. That takes pretty big nachos to propose like
that in front of God and everyone and we offer our
congratulations to these two nice young people.
The weekend’s activities continued on Saturday with the
MDA Party & Motorcycle raffle at Dale’s HarleyDavidson in Mount Vernon, IL. There will be free
food, drinks, and sales. The new Harley-Davidson
motorcycle was raffled off to one lucky winner that day.
Another charity sidebar to the weekend was a check

Above some of the celebrators at Dale’s during the MDA
weekend, right above some of the helpful staff at Dale’s waiting
on another satisfied customer.

New Name Same Fun Place
There is a new name at a familiar place, Jack’s Iron
Horse Saloon is the new occupant of the building that
formerly was home to Cadillac Jack’s. The same friendly
staff that was there to serve you before is still there but
the management has changed. Already many positive
changes have taken place and more are in the future.
They are still going to be the same biker friendly
establishment they always have been, only better. One of
the first major events they will be hosting is the Annual
Rat Ride on October 3rd.

The Club at Falling Springs
Now Under New Management
2200 LePere Lane, Dupo, IL
(618) 286-4440
Music on the Weekends
Live Sunday Jams & Lunch Served Daily
Hall Available for Meetings and Parties

Ted’s Motorcycle World Open House
by Jim Furey
Over the course of a summer there are many open
houses throughout this area put on by various
dealerships and shops but there is one that stands
above the others every year that one is hosted by
Ted’s Motorcycle World in Alton, IL. This year was
even bigger and better than ever with a huge Bike
Show as well as live music, vendors. In addition to
all of these activities there was a blood drive as
well.
Piasa Gateway ABATE co-sponsored the Bike
Show at TED’S Motorcycle World in Alton on
Sunday August14, 2004. Ted’s is always ready to
partner with a group and support the riding
community in any way they can. Piasa Gateway is
your local Chapter of ABATE of Illinois. ABATE of
Illinois is a non Profit organization that allows all
riders to unite in A Brotherhood Aimed Toward
Education. This organization works to safeguard our
motorcycling rights, while allowing us to be
individuals with different views. Its main concern is
putting motorcycle legislation in its proper
perspective. This is being accomplished though
motorcycle safety education programs, public
awareness programs and other programs designed
to prevent injury or fatal accidents to motorcyclists.
For More Information on ABATE 1-800-87ABATE or
E-mail abate@galesburg.net or www.abate-il.org.
Additionally there is a new Down Rider Fund. Cristy
Crider is spearheading this effort in our area and
there will a drawing in support of this fund at the
upcoming Marble Run party.
Please come out and support this effort and the
great folks at Ted’s Motorcycle World in Alton
whenever you can. Ted’s is very active in the
community and the friendly staff there is always a
joy to deal with. Come on and say hi to these fine
folks and if you haven’t seen their new buildings yet
come on out it is a real treat.

Right the many trophies for the Bike Show entrants
Top two of Ted’s staff saty busy assisting customers
Middle Artist John Bauer detailing a bike, he does
fanstastic work
Bottom just a portion of the many bikes and folks that
attended this great event.

Bike Shows Every Tuesday in
October at the Fairview Heights
Illinois location.
Trophies in the Following Classes:
American Big Twin Stock
American Big Twin Custom
Antigue
Dresser
Sport Bike
Specialty
Come out for a night of fun and the opportunity to see
Some very sharp bikes and enjoy the food and drink deals

Bike Shows Every Tuesday
in october at the
Fairview Heights Location
Check for specials
A Florida beach Restaurant
3 Locations in the Saint Louis area:
200 Lincoln Hwy, Fairview Heights, IL
(618) 628-1625
724 N. 1st Street, on the landing saint Louis, Mo
(314) 241- 8245
2795 Veterans Memorial Parkway,
Saint Charles, MO (636) 946-0490

Bike of The Month
by Brian Dillender
The bike you see before you is no average, everyday,
bolt-on-snap-together custom. It is the end result of three
men taking an idea and, over the course of 2 years,
making it a reality. You may ask, why 2 years? All I can
say is that if you ever see Darren Williams (owner of
Liquid Illusions) out on the town on this bike, take a
long look at all of the one-of-a-kind parts on this
chopper!
With the highly appreciated help and skills of Larry
Curik of Lonestar Choppers and “Radical” Randy
Brandel, this bad-ass chopper won 2nd place at the
Penthouse Bike Show in Sturgis! Considering that this is
Darren’s first chopper/build, I would say that’s pretty
damn good. The list of one-off parts fabricated by these
guys is way too long to list. But just to name a few, I
would say my personal favorites are the hand-formed gas
tank, the sissybar, the exhaust, the intake (note the
Budweiser glass), and the hollow forward controls. These
parts cannot be found in any catalog!
Sporting a polished 113” S&S motor connected to a
Powerhouse 6-speed tranny by way of a BDL top fuel
belt drive, this bike is sure to eat up those 200 series rear

tires. Suspension is provided by Legends Air Ride. With
the 8-up and 4-out frame geometry, this bike has a classic
stance.
The flawless paint scheme on this bike could take a while
to set in. The blonde and the brunette on the gas tank
seem three dimensional as they intertwine with the
graphics. The metalflake throughout the whole bike is a
mile deep, and if you look closely the underside of the
tank has a few surprises too. Those who know Darren for
his paint and airbrush skills never expect anything less
than the best; that is what sets Darren and Liquid
Illusions apart from the mainstream. As Darren would
say, “We’re takin’ it to another level!”
With this bike, I believe they have.

2724 Peoria Rd. Springfield, IL
(217) 544-7133
Karaoke on Wednesday Nights
Live Music on Saturdays
Tuesday - Bike Day $1.25 Beer
Iced Glasses and Pitchers
Stop in and say hi to Beth

Florida’s Wild Adventure (Or, How Killer and Joyce’s
Wild Key West Trip Turned into the Wild Daytona
Adventure)
by Killer Miller
In the beginning, when the first of this country’s
motorized travelers (men like Cannonball Baker) started,
criss-crossing this country was an adventure. Think of
what the late Robert Fulton (author of One Man
Caravan) went through when he first circumnavigated
the globe in the early 1930s. From our childhood, we all
have memories of Roadside Prophets (from the great
unknown biker movie, Beer Gas Ride Forever), stuck as
we were in the back of some American iron needing a
food or restroom break while Mom or Dad threatened to
turn the car around if we didn’t behave.

Now, especially in the world of the car, adventure has
been sucked out of the equation with GPS navigation and
DVD players. Nowadays Mom or Dad just sticks in
another movie to quiet the peanut gallery instead of
taking the time to explain great American roadside
attractions like the Giant Peanut. Heck, even I as a biker
have heated clothes, hard bags, and a good rain suit. And
we all know people who either trailer their bikes or tow a
trailer behind one it because we as a country can’t leave
stuff at home anymore. One of the best signs I ever saw
was on a chick’s chopper at Sturgis that said “nice trailer,
p#$&y.”
I still believe that the open road holds all the fun stuff we
need, just like Bronson did in that TV series of the 1960s
(“Hey man, I wish I were you”). Well, now I am that
person and thus begins the odyssey of Killer and Joyce’s
annual motorcycle vacation. Ex-readers of Midwest Rider
will remember that 2 years ago Joyce and I tried to get to
Key West, Florida, but due to a time snafu and a terrorist

threat we didn’t make it. For Take Two we had the bike,
the time, and the ‘tude (a week’s worth of Jimmy Buffett
at home will do that), so off we went. I like to start at
night when it is cooler and there are fewer cops on the
road; plus, with 1000-plus miles to do, it only makes
sense to start as quickly as you can. So, at 7:20 PM on
Monday we left my son Kevin minding the house and
dog, and we were off.
We passed our first landmark of Popeye (“I am what I
am”) and then Superman (in Metropolis, Illinois). Over
the bridge into Kentucky, our 130-watt high beam cut
through the foggy night air as we raced trucks to the
Tennessee border. We rode past Fort Campbell (were we
had the flat 2 years ago) and into Music City. The guitar
town proved no challenge as the BMW smoothly
negotiated the vast interchanges and we roared out the
other side. The mountains that would be revisited later in
the trip proved a chilly background to the Jake brakes of
the big rigs coming off Mt Eagle. Chattanooga would be
our stopping point for the night.
The next morning we awoke intent on either being
behind rush hour in Atlanta or ahead of it. We left after
breakfast without turning on a TV (maybe we should
have—we could have gotten a better view of what was
waiting for us, Joyce). I hate Atlanta; next to Nashville
the roughest exchange of highways is in Georgia, and in
this town particularly. But once again we motored south,
and then we saw what we were waiting for: the Florida
welcome center (and home of free joe).
While Florida can and does have great things to do,
getting to them can be mind numbing, so you must be
aware of your speed. It was while we were in our rain
suits at the travel center that we got our first glimpse of
Hurricane Charley on the TV. Little did we know it
wouldn’t be our last.

visited the manatees in Hermosa Springs. I had never
seen one and was quite taken with the beauty and grace
of the large underwater mammals. Unfortunately, they
are endangered, but thanks to places like this you can see
them and hippos, alligators, a variety of birds, and a twoheaded turtle (and a rare sighting of the
MillerteeKillerwalrus [see photo], Joyce).

becomes of a two-headed turtle? Tune in next month to
find out all this and more.

After dinner and a good night’s sleep, we awoke to hear
what we didn’t want to. Charley had gathered up steam
and was off the coast of Cuba and heading for our
vacation spot. Your brain races when it looks like you’re
losing close to a year of plans, but even with the chance
of our vacation being blown out to sea, we (you, honey,
Joyce) decided to head to the Keys. We would soon learn
that things could change drastically in the next few
hours. Do Killer and Joyce make it to Key West? What
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Club listings
.A.R.M (Association Of
Recovering Motorcyclists)
Chapter 13 - Support and
brotherhood for bikers in recovery.
Meeting and event dates vary. For
info contact GO at 618-521-5499 or
Gofurfarm@peoplepc.com
A.B.A.T.E
St. Clair Co meetings are held on
the 2nd Thursday of each month - 7
p.m., at the Fairview Hts. Elks Club,
corner of Old Lincoln Trail and Hwy.
161, Fairview Hts. IL.
Piasa-Gateway Chapter - chapter
meetings are held the 2nd Saturday
of every month starting at 7:00 p.m.
Our meetings are held at the
Edwardsville V.F.W. Post 1299. The
Edwardsville V.F.W. is located 7108
Marine Rd., Rte. 143 East,
Edwardsville, Illinois.
Bikers Against Child Abuse: BACA
East Missouri Chapter meetings 2nd
Sunday of each month, 12:30 noon,
at the Knights of Columbus on
McMenny Dr. off of Mid-Rivers Rd.
and Hwy 70 in St. Charles all bikes
and bikers are welcome, hotline
(314) 277-8905 or (314) 719-2928
EastMo@bacausa.com.
Bootleggers MC - of East Alton
Illinois, welcomes all brands of bikes
monthly meeting First Saturday of
the month usually at our SAA house.
Please call our Road Capt.
Mandrake at 618-466-5997 or our
Secretary/ Lady Mandrake at (cell)
618-531-7417 for more info.
BROTHERS OF THE THIRD
WHEEL, GATEWAY CHAPTER
meets the Second Saturday of the
month at 2:30PM. Locations vary;
please check the web site for details.
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/BTWSTL-MO/
Christian Motorcycle Assn:
(CMA) Good News Riders 2nd
Thurs 7:30 PM Ryan’s 8925 Watson
Crestwood, MO. Call 636 296 3120
HTTP://midwestrider.com/
goodnews.jpg.
Chouteau Island Partners (Off
Road MC Group) 1st Thursday of
month HTTP://w.icss.net/~squirts/
island.htm Look for Tom Downing
through the web site.

CONCOURS Owners Group:
Monthly Breakfast Rides 3rd
Sunday of month Except April which
is the 4th Sunday. Meet at Quick
Trip on South outer Road I-44 and
MO. Hwy W. Eureka, MO 636 278
2276 or WWW.concours.org
Cycle Disciples St.Louis Chapter –
for more info please visit the
following websites
http://www.geocities.com/grizs50/
CycleDisciplesSTL.html
http://www.cycledisciples.com/html/
st_louis.html
Euro Motor Union of Greater St.
Louis: meetings are held at 7:30 pm
1st Tues Sports Page Inn, Old Rte. 3
South of Dupo IL. (314) 994 1257
Freedom of Road Riders:
Local 24 - meetings 1st
Weds of the month 7:30 PM at
Charlack Pub, 8344 Lackland Rd., St
Louis, MO (314) 521-6553
Local 25 - meetings the 4th
Thursday 7:00 PM at the American
Legion Hall in “Old Town St. Peters,
MO”
(636) 278-5910.
Local 38 - meetings the 1st
Sunday of the month 11:30 AM at
TJ’S Bar & Grill Hwys 61/67 & Z in
Pevely, MO
(636) 464-2941.
Local 42 - meetings the last
Weds of the month 6:30 PM at
Roadhouse 100, 2763 Hwy 100,
Gray Summit, MO
(636) 586-4298.
Freedom Riders – welcomes all
bikers and bikes to come ride with
them email to Ride4JC1@aol.com
for more info.
Gateway X-treme Riders Assoc STL MO area including Metro East IL
Club is primarily for owners/riders of
Honda VTX cruisers. All bikes are
welcome. Web site: http://
groups.yahoo.com/group/gatewayvtx
Gold Wing Road Riders
Association GWRRA Have various
meeting locations in the Metro St.
Louis Area. Check out the one
nearest you at
www.stlouisgwrra.homestead.com
Heartland WOW, meetings are the
4th Weds of the month at 7:00 PM at
the Prairie Commons Branch 915
Utz Ln., St. Louis MO. For more info

see their website at
www.heartlandwow.org.
HELKATS MC –MIDWEST – An all
woman motorcycle club, for more
information contact then by email at
helkats@aol.com or visit their
website www.helkatsmc.com.
Honda Sport touring Assn. St
Louis area 1st Sat; South Central
MO 2nd Sat and KC Area 3rd Sat.
Pleas join us at any time
home.kc.rr.com/mosilhsta Warm
weather meet at Chesterfield Valley
Power Sports off hwy 40 West of
Boone’s Crossing Exit at 9am Kick
stands up at 9:30 sharp for spirited
ride of 150-200 miles. Garth
Haubner at (636) 928 6939 Email:
ghaubner@juno.com or Tom
Trieschmann at (314) 692 7463 Email ttriesch@inlink.com
Marion Roadrunners Riders
Group – an all bike, rider group that
gets together on Sundays and rides,
meetings are held on the 3rd
Tuesday of the month at 7pm at the
Eagles Hall in Marion, IL. The
meetings are open to every one.
More info as well as events are
available on their web site
www.marionroadrunners.com.
Midwest Trail Riders Assn. Email
mtra@ridemtra.com
www.ridemtra.com Event hotline
(314) 314 434 5095
Midwest Cafe Racing Assn-Ride
Line (314) 481 8078 Email
Rideline@mcraracing.com or
www.mcraracing.com
Outlanders – All motorcycle brand,
family oriented org promoting fun
events without negative attitudes,
drugs or alcohol. Meetings are the
last Sunday of the month at 1:00 PM
at the TRY Club, 655 Berkshire, East
Alton, IL.
River Road Riders, All Brand
Motorcycle Club meetings are held
the 2nd Weds of the month at the
Alton Sports Tap 7:00 PM
Road Raptors Riding Club meets
at Fairview Heights, IL VFW Hall on
Rte. 159 at 7:00 PM first Wednesday
of the month all bike brands
welcome.
Road Riders for Jesus - For more
information see website
www.roadridersforjesus.org

Maryville, IL Chapter meets 3rd Thursday of each
month at Alphonzo’s Restaurant, 2 Schibert Ct. Maryville
IL meeting starts at 7:00 p.m.
Warterloo, IL Chapter meets 1st Tuesday of each
month at Arby’s, 721 N. Market St. Waterloo IL meeting
starts at 7:00 p.m. For more information see website
www.roadridersforjesus.org
Servant Riders – meetings on the 3rd Saturday of the
month at 9:00 AM at Kingdom Treasures Bookstore on
Highway 50 in O’Fallon, IL.This is the corner oh Hwy 50
and Old Collinsville Rd. All are welcome.
Shadow Riders of Greater St. Louis MO.
WWW.Shadowriders- stl.com meet on 4th Tues of month
at Manchester Elks lodge at 7pm (314) 477 9976 ext
772.
Road Rebels Riding Club - President Rick ”Grumpy”
White roadrebelgrump@yahoo.com or 618-972-4951,
Vice President Kevin ”Keithbob” Miller
kevin26332@msn.com or 618-978-3601
Southwest Illinois Ronin Riding Club – meets the 1st
Saturday of each month at Noon at various area
locations. Ride follows monthly meeting. This is an allbrand riding club, call Bonedaddy @ 618-696-7768 or
Trainwreck @ 618-973-6405 for meeting location or
more information. http://autos.groups.yahoo.com/
group/SW_Illinois_Ronin_RC/
Southern Illinois Star Riders meet the first Sunday of
each month in Collinsville, IL. Contact
wizardandangel@yahoo.com or visit
autos.groups.yahoo.com/group/southernillinoisstarriders/
St Louis Motorcycle Club meets the 2nd Thursday of
the month at Goff-Moll American Legion Hall, 2721
Collier, Brentwood, MO. Meeting time is 7:30 PM and all
are welcome call (314) 771-7100 or visit
www.yahoo.com/group/STLMC for more info.
Vietnam Veterans M/C – for more information on this
club email them at vnvmcillusa@yahoo.com

Gateway to the West HOG Chapter 3rd Thurs of the
month 8:00 PM at Gateway to the West Harley
Davidson, 3600 Lemay Ferry Rd., St. Louis, MO, LOH
meets the 4th Tuesday of the month at the Blarney
Stone 4333 Telegraph Rd. at 7:30 PM for more info go to
www.gatewayhog.org.
Kirkwood Mo. Chapter 2nd Tuesday of the month at
Goff-Moll American Legion Hall, 2721 Collier,
Brentwood, MO. The LOH meeting is held at
Culpeppers, 312 S Kirkwood, Kirkwood, MO on the first
Thursday of month. Everyone is welcome. Contact (314)
544 HAUG or www.Kirkwoodhog.com.
St Charles HOG Chapter: 3rd Tues of the month 7 pm
at St. Charles Moose Lodge 2705 Interstate 70 (South
Service Road by Chucky Cheese) (636) 723-9365.
stcharleshog@primary.net.
If your club or organization would like to be listed here
please send an email to clubs@thebikinglife.com

Harley Owners Groups HOG
Alton, IL. HOG Chapter 4th Thurs of month 7:30 PM at
Alton Sports Tap Route 140 & Route 3 Alton, IL..Ladies
of Harley 4th Thurs also at Alton Sports Tap, Banquet
room.
Belleville, IL HOG Chapter 3rd Wed of month, 7:30 PM
at the ELKS club at corner of Route 161 and Lincoln
Trail in Fairview Heights, IL. Call dealership if you have
questions (618) 277 8864. WWW.Friezeharleydavidson.com.
Bourbeuse Vally HOG Chapter 2nd Sunday of the
month, 10:30 AM at Borbeuse Valley Harley-Davidson
1418 Hwy AT, Viila Rodge meets inside the old store call
(636) 451-0106 for more info or directions.
Festus Mo. HOG Chapter 1st Wed of month, 7:30 at
Surdyke Harley Davidson 2435 Highway 67, Festus,
MO. Please call the dealership for more info (636) 931
8700.
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Fall Back into the Springs
by Jim Furey
The Conservation Club at Falling Springs near
Dupo, Illinois, is under new management and is
showing great signs of improvement already. One
can feel a new sense of life and also see what color
the floor really is when they walk in the door.
Michelle Pulcher has taken over and is busy turning
the Club back into the kind of place everyone wants
to go to. With the spring flowing from the bluff, this
spot is truly one of the East side’s (if not the
region’s) treasures, and it is nice to see that it is
being cared for again. In addition to being a great
place to hang out, the Club offers lots of other
attractions as well. They have a large hall that is
available for group meetings or parties. There are
Turkey Shoots every Sunday throughout the fall and
winter. Falling Springs is currently offering Monday
Night Football specials. They also play host to a
weekly Jam session every Sunday evening; going to
the Club for one of these is an enjoyable way to
finish off a full weekend of riding. There is almost

always some type of music there on the weekends;
they have a rotating schedule, and you’ll just have to
stop in to see what is going on. Finally, this is
always a great stop on a Poker Run, so if you are in
the process of planning a run, contact Michelle (or
any of the other members of the friendly staff) about
including them as one of your stops. At any rate,
head back to the springs, say “Hello,” and let them
know how you think they are doing.

19

Something Completely Different
By Rich Aubuchon

Halloween is not nearly as much fun as it is in the
movies. In real life, zombies rarely awaken en
masse to terrorize high school cheerleaders and
virginal librarians. Serial killers don’t generally put
on hockey masks and stalk babysitters. Poltergeists
and Witches usually stay home and watch
Letterman, rather than turning rivers to blood and
setting midgets on fire.
Here in the real world, Halloween means little more
than Moonlight Madness Sales, whiney trick-ortreaters, and bags of flaming dog poop on my front
porch. There’s no longer any magic in the holiday.
No mystery. No style.
Halloween began in the Middle Ages as a Christian
holy day, “All Hallowed’s Eve”. It was part of the
Church’s attempt to convert Pagans by adopting
some of their superficial rituals. Townsfolk dressed
as demons to frighten away evil spirits, and went

door to door begging for scraps of sheep’s brain or
moldy bread. It’s hard to believe that this eventually
evolved into toddlers in Disney costumes carrying
pillow cases full of Twix bars, but ’tis true.
When I was a kid, there were two kinds of adults in
my neighborhood: those who gave good stuff for
Halloween and those who didn’t. Among those who
didn’t, none were as notorious as the Donnelly’s. On
any night of the year, you could walk past the
Donnelly’s house and see Mr. Donnelly rocking on
the front porch and smoking his pipe. Rain, snow,
polio epidemic- nothing would keep Mr. Donnelly off
that front porch. Well, nothing except Halloween. On
Halloween the Donnelly’s simply disappeared. No
cars in the driveway. No giant bowl of candy waiting
for us. No decorations. The only light coming from
the Donnelly’s house on Halloween was from the
flaming bag of dog poop on their front porch.
On the other side of the subdivision lived the
Wurtzmillers. I have no idea whether they provided
good snacks for Halloween, because I never had
the courage to ring their bell. Their house was set

back from the street and obscured from vision by a
pair of giant weeping willow trees. They also had a
round stained glass window above their front door.
Clearly, this mixture of darkness and religious
iconography could only mean one thing- the
Wurtzmiller’s were child killers. Neighborhood rumor
was that their oldest son, who had apparently lived
long before anybody else in the neighborhood since
nobody seemed to know his name or what he
looked like, had been murdered and buried in their
back yard. I’m not sure what evidence existed other
than those scary willow trees, but for us that was
enough.
A few years ago I was at my parents’ house and my
mother stood in the driveway talking to the man I
had always known as “Sneeze Guy”. I called him
“Sneeze Guy” because he used to sit in front of us
in church and sneeze, loudly and often. When my
mother informed me that Sneeze Guy was Mr.
Wurtzmiller, I had to sit down. Were the sneezes the
result of demonic possession? Were they an allergic
reaction to the formaldehyde he used to pickle the
bodies of dead children? More importantly, how
could my mother stand there and chat with such a
blood-crazed ghoul?

of evil and carrier of death. Wouldn’t it be wonderful
to be frightened by those things again? Fear of the
supernatural and unknown are vanishing from
society, driven into the dustbin of history by Al
Qaeda, pedophiliac priests and street gangs. When
you live in a world where the Twin Towers have
fallen and you can’t let your eight year old walk
home from school by herself, there’s not much in the
spirit world that can frighten you anymore. Monsters
are not only real, they’re a hell of a lot scarier than
Freddie Krueger or some goon in a goalie mask. I
want the world to again be a place where a child’s
fear of the dark is cute and naive, rather than common sense.
I want Halloween back. I want the innocence and
fun back. I want my kids to believe that the world is
safe, and evil is all just pretend.
I’ll settle for a bag of flaming dog poop on Sneeze
Guy’s front porch.

I wish I could still trick-or-treat. It’s an activity that is
wasted on children. They neither appreciate nor
enjoy the opportunity they’re given each October.
For one night a year, appearance doesn’t matter.
For one night a year, gluttony and begging are
virtues. For one night a year, flaming dog poop isn’t
just a fun pyrotechnic, it’s a political statement.
I would love to put on a costume and ask strangers
for things. Imagine answering your door tomorrow
afternoon and seeing a thirty-six year old three
hundred pound man dressed as Spiderman and
demanding chocolate. It’s time to take the shame
out of playing dress-up and panhandling. If these
activities are fun, positive experiences for children,
why can’t they be the same for adults? I want to
wear a cheap paper Winnie the Pooh outfit and
carry a plastic pumpkin from house to house in
search of Skittles and Pixie Stix.
Most of all, I want to be a child so I can be afraid of
Halloween again. I want the bright moon to remind
me of werewolves and Dracula. I want the rustling
sound in my shrubbery to mean the undead are
rising from their graves. I want the crows that keep
crapping on my car to be the deadly Raven, speaker
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Biker Friendly Establishments
Illinois
Alton/Grafton
Cellar Room Tavern, 2704
E. Broadway, Alton, IL
(618) 465-9874
Danny’s Lounge, 118 W. 4th
St., Alton, IL (618) 462-6787
Fast Eddie’s Bon-Air, 1530
E. 4th St., Alton, IL (618)
462-5532
Georgie’s Pitchers, 217 W
3rd St. Alton, IL (618) 4628801
Harris’s Tavern, On The Great River
Road, (618) 466-9791
The Loading Dock, 400
Front St, Grafton, Grafton, IL
(618) 786-3494
Woodstock Lounge, 638
Broadway, Alton, IL

Wild Goose Saloon, 1505 W.
Main St, Grafton, IL, (618)
786-8888
Belleville
B & B Crehan’s, 6413 W.
Main St. (618) 394-1300
H’s Biker Bar, 1310 Dutch
Hollow Rd (618) 398-3668
Mitch and Nancy’s League Lounge,
1501 W Main St (618) 277-3643
Robin’s Nest, 1614
Mascoutah Ave. (618) 2347432, karaoke every FriSat 9:30 to 1:30 AM
Sheridan’s Frozen Custard,
5326 N Illinois St, Fairview
Heights, IL
TR’S Place 4901 Concordia
Rd., (618) 277-7135 ask
about ‘Good Nite Dic’
Cahokia

Brandy Inn: 103 Water St.
(618) 337-1101 Fine Food
and Drinks always Biker
Friendly
Derby Al’s Diner: 2845
Camp Jackson Rd.
Carmi
Danny’s Pool Room: 119 E
Main Street in Carmi, IL
(618) 382-9987
Caseyville
Caddyshack Saloon 2865
N. 89th St.(618) 397-4704
Nice bar with very friendly
bartenders.
Granite City
Big Duga’s Restaurant, 699
State Road 203, Granite
City, IL, 618-875-5800.
Maryville
Sharkey’s Restaurant and
Bar, 2537 Vandalia, (618)
344-0826 good food at
great prices
Mt. Vernon
Players: 300 S 9th - 1 block
off the square(rt.37&rt.15)
New Baden
Outside Inn, 423 W. Hanover (Hwy
161), (618) 588-4672
Old Shawneetown
Hogdaddys Saloon: Main St
in Old Shawneetown, IL
(618) 922-1389
Southwestern Illinois
Falling Springs
Conservation Club, 2200
LePere Ln. Dupo, IL (618)
286-4440, music on
weekends with Sunday
jam sessions.
Fountain Inn, 1912 Fountain
Rd. Valmeyer, IL (618) 9352266
Gallagher’s Get-A-Way,
102 S. Richland, Freeburg,
IL (618) 539-5208
Georgia’s Place, 415 Vine
St, Eldred, IL
Gert’s Place Bar and Grill Ill
Rtes 3 & 149 Gorham, IL
(618) 763-9254
Good Tymes Bar and Grill, 200 N.
Main St. Dupo, IL (618) 286-9693
Heartland Bar and Grill, 6180 Rte 3,
Waterloo, IL (618) 939-6670

Horton’s Place, 2503 Main St. Fayetteville, IL, (618)
677-3348 friendly folks and cold beer
Just Sue’s Tavern, Evansville, IL (618) 853-4425
Karban’s Knotty Pine, 4569 Buss Branch Rd.,
Waterloo, IL (618) 473-9954
Lisa’s Bar and Grill, Prairie DuRocher, IL (618)
284-3374
Lou and Michelle’s Tavern, Waterloo, IL (618)
939-8300
Mary’s Bar and Grill, Ruma, IL (618) 282-7944
Old Shamrock Tavern, Hwys 13 & 156, New
Athens, IL (618) 475-9263
“Papa” Wheelie’s, Old Rte 50, Trenton, IL
(618) “ A full throttle sports bar”
Rick’s Corner, 201 S Union St Staunton used
to be the Twisted Spoke (618) 635-3088
S & J Main Street, 608 N. Main St. Columbia, IL, (618)
281-9997.
Sporto’s Pub & Grill, 211 S. Main Street, Red Bud, IL
(618) 282-7956
The Corner Pub, 602 Meyer Dr, Valmeyer, IL
(618) 935-8209
The Dawg Haus 102 S. Main St. New Douglas,
IL 217-456-7072
Willie’s Corner, 128 W. Market, Red Bud, Ill
62278
Springfield
Blu Ox Tavern 2724 Peoria Rd (217) 544-7133
Always something fun happening
Grman’s Harley Davidson Repair: 310 W.
Browning Rd (217) 522-2557
Hangout Unwind Dance Saloon: 1630 N 11th
(217) 525-8591
Knuckleheads, 2000 Peoria Rd., 62702 (217)
789-1488
Pony Keg Leathers: 2026 S 11th St (217) 5443774 Harley repair/Leather goods
The Cove 1616 N Dirksen Pkwy (217) 7531760
Missouri
Arnold
21 Rock, #1 Meramec Heights (636) 282-7228
featuring live music every weekend and
special bike parking area.
Charlack
John & Judy’s Charlack Pub: 8334 Lackland Rd. (& St.
Charles Rock Road) Rock Bands Fri and Sat Nights
(314) 423-8119
Defiance
Terry and Kathy’s - Defiance, MO.on Hwy. 94 about 9
miles south of Hwy 40 Bands Sat. & Sun. during the
summer
Fenton
That One Place: 1005 Majestic Dr in Fenton, MO
(636) 861-190
Florissant

Class Act Tattoo and Body Piercing, 11629
West Florissant Rd., Florissant, MO (314)
972-0707. Great quality work
Fredericktown
Little Joe’s Bar and Grill, 1317 Hwy OO (573)
783-5452
Gray Summit
Roadhouse 100, 2763 Highway 100 (636) 4512007
Hazelwood
Jack’s Iron Horse Bar and Grill: 12950 St
Charles Rock Rd in Hazelwood, MO (314)
209-1280
High Ridge
B & D’s at The Hot Spot on High Ridge Blvd
Pacific
Sheffield’s Restaurant & Bar, 564 E. Osage,
(636) 271-4834 biker owned and operated
Pevely
TJ’s Bar & Grill: HWY Z & 61-67, For Bike
Show date information call (636) 475-3648.
St. Louis
The House of Rock, Ronnie’s Plaza featuring
the best in live music Thursday – Saturday.
Iron Horse Saloon, 7928 S. Broadway, Saint
Louis, MO (314) 631-3141 Thurs Bike Night
starting in March
Kelly’s 841 Wachtel St Louis 63125 (314)6383022
The Little Bar, 6343 Alabama (314) 481-1665
Scott and Beverly’s Some Other Place Other
Place 1500 Lemay Ferry Rd. St. Louis 63125.
(314)892-6969
Shady Jack’s Café: 1440 N Broadway
Zeke’s Lemay Sports Bar and Grill, South
Broadway St. Louis, Mo
Southeast Missouri
The Playdium, (across from Houck Stadium),
1127 Broadway, Cape Girardeau, Missouri
(573) 335-9830
Players, 632 Broadway, Cape Girardeau, MO
Danny’s Place, 1102 Linn Street, Sikeston,
Missouri (573)-471-9984
St Charles County
Villa Ridge
Shady Jack’s Saloon & Inn: 3417 Hwy O in
Villa Ridge, MO (636) 451-HOGG
Ohio
Toledo
Riders Edge located at 531 Oak St is the place
to go in Toledo, Ohio Phone # is (419) 6989582. Come in and have fun.
Your establishment or one that you dig on could be
listed here if you tell us about it at
bikerfriendly@thebikinglife.com or call us at (618) 6282911.
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Weekly Events
Mon – 1st and 3rd Monday is Two-Wheel Night at Sheridans Frozen Custard, 5326 N. Illinois S, Fairview Heights,
IL
American Choppers on the Discovery Channel
Bike Night at The Brick Bistro 7590 Watson Rd food and drink specials “Come out and kick some tires”
Tues – Two Wheel Tuesday on the Speed Channel
Bike Show every Tuesday in Oct at Fairview Heights Show-Me’s 200 Lincoln Highway
Come meet the Streetfighterz on Tuesdays at The Drink on the Landing
Bike Day at the Blu Ox Tavern drink specials all day 2724 Peoria Rd Springfield, IL
Weds – KJ’S Saloon, 805 S illinois, Belleville, IL bike night with free wings and karaoke
Thurs – Hard Riders weekly ride call their hotline for starting point (314) 340-2000
Bike Night at Iron horse Saloon 7928 S Broadway free wings
Bike night at The House of Rock, Ronnie’s Plaza bike parking in rear and no cover
Fri – First Friday of the month Park and Brag Night at Big Boyz Custom Cycles
Sun – Bike Day at The Club at Falling Springs in Dupo, IL live jam session every Sunday
The Biking Life sends out our belated congratulations and ask you all to do the same for Darren “Hollywood”
Countie and his fiance Tammy on their engagement
Got something you’d like to let the world know about then send us an email to lights@thebikinglife.com or
leave us a message at (618) 628-2911
.

Come see our new Location

Mon - Thurs 10:30 - 6:30
Fri
10:30 - 7:30
Saturday
10:00 - 7:00

Toll Free
1-888-827-5560
Gift Certificates Available
Featuring:
Playboy, Orange County Chopper Gear
Come see the new fall and winter lines

Original Location
New Location
10566 Page Avenue
2762 Highway K
St. Louis, MO 63132
O’Fallon, MO 63366
(314) 429-4551
(636) 474-2266
10% discount when mentioning this ad
bike and model courtesy of Big Boyz Custom Choppers
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Do you like to write or take pictures
or preferrably both for fun, then The
Biking Life magazine may have some
opportunities for you for more info
call (618) 531-0432.

Need a fun part time job
think about working for the
biking life, you’ll get paid for
haning out with folks like you.
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Cord Eaker Memorial
By Killer Miller
The fourth of July weekend saw me doing what I always
do if not at a race plus something that I do and never like
to do that is go to a remembrance benefit. Cord Eaker
passed from this earth into a realm were I am sure that he
will be happily welcomed. The man remembered as a
Moses on a motorcycle left us the week before the 4th so
the Liberty Rally on the forth down in Desoto MO was
done in memory of him and to raise money for his
family. I didn’t personally know the man but after
hearing what those who did from different Motorcycle
Ministries said about him he will be missed here.
Unfortunately while trying to have a good crowd, mother
nature did play some havoc, raining off and on most of
the day Sat, the 3rd when I was there. However the huge
POWMIA flag was a fitting tribute to those who have
made the ultimate sacrifice to keep us free to celebrate
another 4th. The Music was supplied by the Christian
Rock Group Wrench and they brought two lovely ladies
to sing the National Anthem. The food was really good
and the activities to keep the kids occupied were fun to
watch. I wish only well to Cord’s family, friends and
other survivors and like they use to say on Hill Street
Blues “Let’s be careful out there.”
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Upcoming Events
September
24th – 26th First Dam Party – Salt River Resort & Grill 19883 Ospry Place, Rt J Monroe City, MO 3
day event see flyer for details or call (573) 735-1031.
25th Bush Pilots Night Poker Run – their clubhouse in Alton, Il from 4 to 6PM.
26th B & G Swap Meet – at the St Clair County Fairgrounds, Belleville, IL from 10 to 4.
October
2nd Poker Run – sign up at Chester, IL Eagles Club at 10 AM many cool prizes for more info call
Donna (573) 547-9180 benefits the Relay for Life and American Cancer Society.
2nd Gabby’s Motorcycle Madness Bike Show –sign up at Gabby’s in Granite City, IL till 3:30 3
places in all classes, live music, food and always lots of fun at Gabby’s.
2nd The 2nd Annual Circle of Love Poker Run - sign up from 11 to noon at the Club at Falling
Springs, Dupo, IL now under new management benefits St. Louis Children’s Hospital Foundation
Free Care Fund.
2nd A.B.A.T.E. Marble Party - 6 till midnight at the Trenton, IL VFW
2nd The 3rd Annual FORR Local #20 Bike Show - Stoddard County Fairgrounds, Dexter, MO
Field events, Vendors, Door Prizes, Bring in your old bike parts to sell or trade for more infoRobert @ 573-293-4754 or e-mail rrreifjr@bpsnetworks.com
2nd-3rd Skyriders/Red Knights 1 Camp & Rodeo starts at 3 PM on Saturday and runs through
Sunday intersection of Hwys 140 & 4 look for the signs.
3rd The 25th Annual Rat Ride - starts at Jack’s Iron Horse Bar, formerly Cadillac Jack’s 12950 St
Charles rock Road ends at the Loading Dock in Grafton, IL call (314) 209-1280 for more info.
3rd Poker Run and Hog Roast – first hand $10 and additional are $5, free bbq plate with each
entry sign up from 9 to noon at B.C.Cycle corner of Hwy 61 and H St. Mary, Mo for info call (573)
543-2114
8th – 10th Hog Rocktoberfest – Old Shawneetown, IL
8th – 10th MID-SOUTH MOTORCYCLE FESTIVAL - N.W. TENNESSEE/S.E. MISSOURI Bike
show, Poker Run, Live entertainment featuring The Kentucky Headhunters @ Casino Aztar
sponsored by Boss Hoss Cycles, Inc., SL100 FM
for more info- www.midsouthbikefest.com
9th The 5th Annual Joe Boland Memorial / Benefit Run – sign up 11 till noon at H’s Bar in
Belleville, IL 1310 Dutch Hollow Rd call (618) 398-2668 for more info.
9th The 1st Annual Blu Ox Tavern Dice Run – sign up at Blu Ox Tavern 2724 Peoria Rd,
Springfield, IL from 11 till noon fun ride through Central Illinois returns to Blu Ox at 5 for food and
live entertainment by Ultraviolet.
9th Bikers for Babies Pre-Registration Party – at Shady Jack’s in Villa Ridge, MO come out and
see the changes at Jack’s.
10th A.B.A.T.E. Toy Run – sign up is 11:30 to 12:30 at Village Inn in Pontoon Beach, IL
10th Bikers for Babies – leaves from UMB Bank Pavilion Richmond Heights, MO.
15th – 17th Doc’s Bikefest Midwest - Gateway International Raceway, Madison, IL, entry fee $30
single, $55 double rider, entry includes drag racing spectator seating, bands, vendors, swap meet,
entry into bike rodeo, entry in poker walk, entry into poker run, for more info call 866-35-SPEED
16th Leaves in the Breeze Run – put on by FORR Local 25
16th Dream Weavers Shop with a Cop Benefit – 6 till midnight at Wood River, IL VFW
17th Randy Menke Free Fun Run – sign up at the Icy Mug Walsh, IL from 11 to 12:30 for more
info contact Rhett Rinne (618) 615-1234

17th Herman Marble Run – sign up at TJ’s Bar & Grill Hwys 61/67 & Z in Pevely, MO call (636)
475-3648 for more info.
20th – 24th CMA Changing of the Colors, Iron Mountain, Hatfield, Arkansas
21 – 24th Biketoberfest, Daytona Beach, Florida
22nd - 24th GYPSY M/C INTERNATIONAL, CALALLEN CHAPTERS 21st ANNUAL
HALLOWEEN RUN – this event is held at the KOA Campgrounds on Lake Corpus Christi at
Mathis, Texas. Proceeds will go to various Coastal Bend Charities. For more information: SUE
(361) 992-0834, TINKLE (361) 543-5370, SUZI (361) 387-3290 http://
www.gypsyinternational.com/calallen. Also watch this site for further details.
23rd Motorheads Halloween Party – from 8 till 12:30 see flyer in magazine
23rd The Brick Bistro Bike Show – sign up from noon to 2 at the Brick Bistro on Watson Rd call
(314) 322-7883 for more info.
23rd Hellaween Run – put on by FORR Local 24.
24th Fall Ride – sign up at Doc’s Harley Davidson 930 S. Kirkwood Rd St. Louis, MO from 9:30 to
11 $5 per person rain or shine Harleys only.
24th TJ’s Bike Show – the last one of the year sign up at TJ’s Bar & Grill Hwys 61/67 & Z in
Pevely, MO call (636) 475-3648 for more info.
24th Roadhouse Ramble – Roadhouse 100, Gray Summit, MO
30th Skryiders / Red Knights 1 Dance – at Skyriders Clubhouse in Livingston, IL
30th Scaraoke & Costume Party at TJ’s - at TJ’s Bar & Grill Hwys 61/67 & Z in Pevely, MO call
(636) 475-3648 for more info.
31st Halloween Ride - sign up at TJ’s Bar & Grill Hwys 61/67 & Z in Pevely, MO call (636) 4753648 for more info.
If your club or organization has an upcoming event you would like listed here
please contact Jim Furey at (618) 531-0432 or at events@thebikinglife.com.
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Hartbauer/McBride Run
by Jim Furey

August 29th was the day when one of the largest
poker runs in the area took place. This was the Poker
Run put on by the Hartbauer/McBride Foundation to
help fund their cause. This event split into an Illinois
and Missouri ride this year for the first time. The
Missouri ride originated from Gateway to the West
Harley Davidson on Lemay Ferry in South County
and the Illinois run started at Ted’s Motorcycle
World in Alton, IL both of the rides ended at Top
Shooters after making their stops at many of the
areas most biker friendly establishments, including
Crehan’s in Belleville where I was able to catch up
with some of the riders. I ran into a lot of my friends
along the way and at Top Shooters and was truly
impressed by the more than 500 riders that took part
in this most worthy fund raiser for Bikers Helping
Bikers.

The competition for the top poker hand was stiff and
there were several very excellent hands. The
foundation had collected many donations and I think
almost everyone who attended got some kind of
attendance prize. The foundation had also been
running a progressive 50/50 game with the winners
to take the proceeds at Top Shooters when all the
monies were toted up the winner of this prize
walked away with more than $1,000.
This event was once again put on by the efforts of a
small but dedicated group. These people meet about

once a month to organize events and to examine the
many requests for assistance that come into them
and they all should be congratulated for their huge
efforts on behalf of all of us. There were two of the
members of the board that had big personal things
going on with one dealing with a death in the family
and another dealing with a spouse in the hospital yet
both these individuals were out here during their
part for the benefit of others.
I have made this plea before and I will continue to.
The Hartbauer/McBride Foundation does great good
for the riding community and we as members of that
community owe it to them to at the very least
support their efforts by attending their events but we
can also volunteer our time and services to them. If
we own businesses we can donate goods as
giveaways at their events. If we have a few extra
dollars we can send some their way to help others. I
know we are all busy and that bikers do more for
charity than any other group but we also need to
help ourselves from time to time. I offer my thanks
to the members of the Foundation that do so much
for us.
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Bike Show Spotlights Custom Machines
by Al ‘Slow Talker’ Wilson
Think you build the baddest bikes around?
Think nobody in the world could possibly have a
sharper EVO than you? Think you got a Rat
Bike that can bring home the bacon? If you
answered “Yes” to any of these questions, there
is only one bike show for you to enter. That is
the annual Harley-Davidson and American VTwin Bike Show held on the Jacksonville,
Illinois, Plaza. This year they had their most
entrants ever, well over 80. I’ve been to many
bike shows around here and have even helped
to put some on, but we never received
anywhere near that many entries.
The sponsors and volunteers painstakingly go
over every detail in many meetings to make this
event come off smoothly every year. In addition
to the many folks who bring their pride and joys
out for everyone’s pleasure, there were also
many vendors there. Extreme Machine Co.
turns out some awesome custom wheels. Gary
Tyler and Kenny Walker were there for
Chopper Chairs and to sew on patches. The
Morgan County Dive Search and Rescue Team
did an incredible job providing the food and
beverages. They also do a great job day in and
day out throughout the year. These folks are
true heroes and deserve our support in any way
we can give it. One way is by coming out and
supporting events like this. It is through such
events that they can get some much-needed
equipment.
It was a fun day for all, so watch your calendars
and the pages of this magazine for the next
time this event rolls around (pun intended). The
show had 11 different classes for Americanmade motorcycles, and unfortunately we don’t
have the space to list all the winners here. But
for those who give me so much grief about the
way my bike looks, you will no doubt be happy
to know that I won the Rat Bike class. Okay, I
had the only bike in the class, but hey, I brought
home the hardware nevertheless. Best of Show
went to Jerrod Walter; we will be showing more
of his bike in a coming issue. Take care, and if

you still think you can compete, we’ll see you in
Jacksonville next year.
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