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Letter From The Founder
By Jim Furey

My goodness summer is gone and fall is now officially here. I 
can’t believe how fast it went. We here at the magazine have been 
all over the Midwest and it has been great fun and we have made 
new friends and hell I met a guy I went to high school with at 
the Lake of the Ozarks during the West Side Rally. Those of you, 
who know him, tell Bob Pace he got mentioned in the magazine. 
At any rate it has been another awesome riding season, but it 
isn’t over yet there is still a lot of good riding to be had. The fall 
here is spectacular and we will catch you on the roads.

We are well into the campaign season now and we will not get 
this opportunity for at least two more years.  When you go to 
your polling place think about what is important to you and 
make sure it is important to the people you are thinking about 
voting for. I urge you to make them responsive to you. We can 
not forget that our elected officials work for us. It is their job 
to represent us and our beliefs. So when you are making your 
decision if possible talk to them and make them tell you what 
their position is on issues that concern you. And finally please 
vote, a wise man once said “The only thing necessary for the 
triumph of evil is for good men to do nothing” so I do urge you 
to do something, please go vote.

Once again I would like to ask all of you to support the Tribe 
of Judah’s efforts to get more people out to watch the Veteran’s 
Day Parade. Let’s line the streets of downtown this year. There 
are a lot of parades that get a much larger turnout to celebrate 
things that are not nearly as important. Heck, I am Irish and I 
like the St Paddy’s Parades but I would not try to tell anyone 
that St Patrick has done more for me and my family than the 
Veteran’s who have so proudly served the nation. Coming out 
and viewing the parade is a real way that you can show your 
support for the troops.

I know it is much easier to spend a couple of dollars than to spend 
some time but it would have been much easier for our veterans 
to have done something else rather than serve but serve they 
did. They were willing to make the ultimate sacrifice can’t you 
make this small sacrifice to show your support for our veterans 
past, present and future. Once again the date for the parade is 
November 8th and following the parade go over to the Vietnam 
Vets MC clubhouse and get some great chili. 

One last thing I apologize to the Tribe of Judah for last month 
saying that they were an MC, a motorcycle club. The fact is that 
they are an MM a motorcycle ministry. There is a big difference 
between the two and I am sorry for that misrepresentation.

At any rate I hope your summer was fantastic and look forward 
to seeing you out during this month and the months ahead. Also 
during these tough times please continue to support the people 
that make this magazine possible, our advertisers. Thanks for 
reading, till next time, be good, have fun and ride safe. I have 
been to too many funeral homes this year.
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Just Ten Miles Down the Road

This started many years 
ago, while rumbling down 
the “Asphalt Jungle of 
Highways.” We would stop 
at this watering hole, then 
on to the next watering 
hole. It would always 
seem to be ten miles down 
the road or more to the 
next one. At times I/we 
would get thrown out of 
an establishment and then 
it would be another ten 
miles down the road to another bar or strip club.

Sometimes it would seem like a hundred miles. That 
depends on what stage you are in, if you know what I 
mean. If not, go ahead and turn the page now. Whatever 
it seemed I/we were looking for at the time, be it a 
Harley shop, biker bar, gas station, truck stop, greasy 
spoon, strip joint, tattoo shop, or a karaoke bar, most of 
the time it was ten miles down the road or so. 

I got thrown out of a karaoke bar a couple of years ago. 
They realized that after they gave me the microphone, 
they had made a big mistake. I never even got to sing! 
I had done it again. I was asked to leave, but I said to 
them that I did not have to go home. So I got back on 
my Harley and started rumbling down the road singing 
“Woodstock” karaoke style all the way to another place 
in another town with another karaoke bar. Of course, it 
was just ten more miles down the road. 

I did things similar to this for weeks at a time with some 
bros back in the 70s and 80s. At that time, it was rock and 
roll or disco music. Back then, I had just started to hang 
around some new bros at that time. They called us The 
Three Amigos. If you saw one of these Bros, you would 
see all three Bros, 24/7. (In fact there will be people out 
there that read this and will know exactly about whom I 
am referring.) They called it going on tour. 

Back then, these bros knew how things were. They 
were some of the best Bros a guy could have and be 
friends with. They taught me a lot about the motorcycle 
brotherhood/lifestyle while rumbling down those asphalt 
highways during those days/weeks when we were on 
tour. We did not really know where we were even going, 
but we were rumbling and having real fun. It’s like 

riding in from riding out. Even though we never really 
knew where we were going, it did not matter as we were 
rumbling another ten miles down the road or so. 

Of course, we always had a couple of hotties or our eyes 
on some hotties somewhere. Again, the hotties would be 
ten more miles down the road. It always seemed like it 
was worth it and it was, without a doubt, it was worth 
it. 

It’s now the middle of summer and there is a lot going 
on as it ought to be. Be careful out there. Ride Safe 
and Give your Brother/Sisters a Big Hug, and let your 
Friends know you Love Them. 

No, I did not forget Dirty Johnny. Here he is now with 
this to say. He said the last time he got thrown out of a 
place; he should have used the bathroom before he got 
thrown out ‘cause the next place to go was another ten 
miles down the road and then that place was out of toilet 
paper!

So till next time my Brothers of the Wind, I will be riding 
out from riding in. See you someplace, sometime soon--
ten miles down the road.  Fuzzy.
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While we try to provide the most up to date 

information. in our print addition sometimes we 

find out about things too Late to get them in So 

please check out our website often, you can also 

buy Thr Biking Life gear here so please visit

WWW.thebikinglife.com and click on the adsense 

links when you visit.



The Old Hippie Builds Tie-Dyeds
by Jim Furey

Earlier this year I was able to catch up with Rick Fairless of 
Strokers Dallas fame and he agreed to do a short interview 
with me. We are featuring it here and it will also be on our 
2008 DVD. Let’see what Rick had to say.

TBL: How you doing Rick?
Rick: Good, how are you doing?

TBL: I’m doing alright it is a pleasure to meet you and I want to 
thank you right off the bat for giving us a little bit of time.
Rick: Oh no problem.

TBL: A couple of years ago, we’ve been doing this DVD thing 
this will be the third year. We were at this thing in St Louis 
called the Rat Ride and this couple came up and they had driven 
all night, they had on their Rick Fairless Strokers Dallas stuff 
and told us they to just be at the Rat Ride because it is a hell of 
a party. You need to check it out sometime.
Rick: I’d like to

TBL: So how did you get started in the industry?
Rick: Well, I worked for Glidden paint for 20 years, and you 
know I was always a motorcycle enthusiast, me and my brothers 
since we were kids, and we always loved to ride dirt bikes. You 
know you couldn’t wait to get out of school so you could get on 
your dirt bike. And we lived kind of out in the country in Irving 
Texas, there is a little country park close to us so we could ride 
forever out there and it was just one thing led to another, and you 
know I worked for Glidden for twenty years and I was eligible 
for retirement. And I wanted to be in the motorcycle business. I 
wanted give it a try.  I knew I could always go back to work for 
the paint company.

TBL: Right
Rick: But I had to try working for myself. That’s how I got 
started.

TBL: So you’ve been tinkering with your bikes all along and 
tricking them out a little bit here and there and you thought I 
can do this?
Rick: Yeah, I mean I knew there was more to it than just being in 
the shop and there was more to it than just selling parts. I wanted 
to create a destination for people and I knew in my mind what the 
perfect biker hangout was and nobody had it. So I thought why 
can’t I do a motorcycle shop and a little beer joint next door? 
Why can’t I combine the two? Everybody said you can’t do that 
you know insurance and people drinking, being on bikes. Well, 
I’m not selling beer to idiots or not to too many idiots maybe a 
few. But they know when to drink and how much to drink, and 
all that they’re grown people so you give them a place where it’s 
like a biker heaven. Where they can come out and hang out and 
they come every weekend.

TBL: Now, how long ago did you open?
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 Rick: 12 years ago

TBL: And you’re still at the same location? Have you 
expanded?
Rick: We’ve expanded, we’re in a part of an old building and 
a couple of years ago I bought the rest of the building so we 
expanded our whole operation, opened a tattoo shop in ’07 so 
it’s working good.

TBL: Now are you a deadhead?
Rick: No, not really, you know I mean I’m just a guy that likes 
the old hippie kind of stuff. You know somebody asked me the 
other day “Hey Rick you like old hippie stuff, did you go to 
Woodstock?” no I was only twelve my momma wouldn’t let me 
go

TBL: Yeah, I wasn’t much older than, I was probably a bit little 
older than that but not much.
Rick: But you know that is where we grew up, we grew up in the 
tie-dyes, the Chuck Taylor shoes and the long hair and beards 
and all that. You know in the sixties and the seventies.

TBL:I think, that truly embodies what biker is what the hippies 
were like in the sixties and seventies now there’s a lot of bikers 
that don’t truly embody that today but the true guys the guys that 
put miles on bikes are pretty much like that.
Rick: No, that’s true and people try to give me credit for bringing 
back tie-dyes and cultivating an image and all that,  I’m not 
cultivating an image I just like longhair, and beards and tie-dyed 
shirts you know that is just who I am.

TBL: What you see is what you get?
Rick: That is exactly right you know even when I worked for 
Glidden I worked my way up to number one salesman in the 
country well I had long hair,  and I had a beard, and tie-dyed 
shirts and everything else I had to be a little more conservative 
working for them but still its just who I am.

TBL: Now do you do a lot of your own paint then?
Rick: I design the paint and I’ve got a real good painter named 
Gary Queen with Other Side Customs that works for me and I’m 
real good at designing the paint, saying okay I want this here, I 
want that there this is what I want over here and spending a lot 
of time with him but he’s the airbrush guy and he does a really 
good job for us.

TBL: Well that’s good, and how you guys doing now?
Rick: We’re doing good actually ’07 was a real good year we 
were up in bike sales, we were up in parts and service and beer 
and everything  else and I think ’08 will even be better.

TBL: Oh yeah, well you’ve created, like you talked about the 
ultimate biker destination you can see parts, you design your 
own parts right? 
Rick: The cool thing is we get people from all over the country 
there we had some people in there oh I don’t know six months 
ago from Italy, and there were 14 or them and only one guy 
spoke English I took them on a tour I would tell him whatever 
we were looking at or whatever and he would tell the rest of the 
guys and it just makes you feel good that people will come from 
Oklahoma or Italy or Wisconsin or wherever to see.

TBL: The people in Europe are just crazy about the things we 
are doing over here.
Rick: They are, they are

TBL: There’s some going on over there but not near the scope
Rick: Yep

TBL: I thank you very much what do you want to tell me about 
Rick Fairless that I don’t already know?
Rick: Well what I want to tell you is Strokers Dallas, you know 
I mean it’s a cool place Dallas I was born and raised in Dallas 
Texas and Dallas Texas is in my opinion the best city in the 
world it’s a friendly city it is a beautiful city it is a clean city 
and I invite your people to come to Dallas Texas and check out 
Strokers Dallas and maybe they can see where Lee Harvey did 
his business up there. And you know see the place.

TBL: Alrighty sounds great thank you very much for your time.
Rick: Thank you
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hardtail humor
Bob works hard at the plant and spends 
two nights each week bowling and plays  
golf every Saturday. His wife thinks he’s pushing 
himself too hard, so for his birthday she takes him to a 

local strip club.  
 
The doorman at 
the club greets 
them and says, 
“Hey, Bob! 
How ya doin?”  
His wife is 
puzzled and 
asks if he’s 
been to this 
club before. 
“Oh no,” says 
Bob. “He’s on 
my bowling 
team.”  When 
they are seated, 
a waitress 
asks Bob if 
he’d like his 

usual and brings over  a Budweiser. His wife is 
becoming increasingly uncomfortable and says, 
“How did she know that you drink Budweiser?”  
  
“I recognize her; she’s the waitress from the golf 
club. I always have a Bud at > the end of the 1st 
nine, honey.” A stripper then comes over to their 
table, throws her arms around Bob, starts to  
rub herself all over him and says, “Hi Bobby. 
Want your usual table dance, big boy?”  
  
Bob’s wife, now furious, grabs her purse and 
storms out of the club. Bob follows and spots her 
getting into a cab. Before she can slam the door, 
he jumps in beside her. Bob tries desperately to 
explain how the stripper must have mistaken him 
for someone else, but his wife is having none of it.  
She is screaming at him at the top of her lungs, calling 
him every 4 letter word in the book. The cabby turns 
around and says, “Geez Bob, you picked up a real 
bitch this time.”
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Storms of Life

 What’s the worst natural storm you have ever been 
through?  Was it a tornado…or a hurricane…or just a really bad 
thunderstorm out on the road?   Kathy and I have a son, Steven, 
who lives in Houston, TX.  With all the news during September 
about Hurricane Ike, we were really concerned about Steve 
staying at home when the hurricane hit Galveston and Houston.  
Steve came through the storms without any damage, but in the 
middle of the storm did he have some second thoughts, knowing 
it was now too late to leave?

Kathy and I were tent-camping outside of Ft. Worth, 
TX one May at a motorcycle rally when a storm came through 
at night.  We had no where to go, so stayed in the tent - until 
winds blew it over at about 3:00am.  We packed up – everything 
we had was wet and we were wet and the bike was wet and 
the campground was full of potholes and puddles and we were 
miserable.  We are just thankful that we had friends staying at a 
nearby hotel that helped us out (hot showers, warm clothes and 
warm coffee).  (Thank you again, Brian and Kathy!)  

What about the storms in life – when things happen to 
us out of our control:  losing someone we love whether through 
death or divorce, losing our jobs, problems with our kids, or 
physical illnesses?  Life is full of bad storms – so many we 
can’t name all of them.  We are all human and there are going 
to be hard times in our lives.  That’s just the way life is and just 
because we are Christians, we don’t have a storm-free life.  We 
go through storms like everyone else, but we know that they are 
not going to last long.  Philippians 4:13 gives us hope:  “I can 
do all things through Christ who strengthens me.”  Putting our 
faith in Christ does not remove us from the storms, but helps us 
get through them.  We know God will be there for us.  We are 
assured of this in Deuteronomy 31:6; just as God told Moses, 
He tells us:  “Be strong and of good courage, do not fear nor be 
afraid of them; for the Lord your God, He is the One who goes 
with you.  He will not leave you nor forsake you.”  He repeats 
himself again just one verse later:  “And the Lord, He is the One 
who goes before you.  He will be with you.  He will not leave 
you nor forsake you; do not fear nor be dismayed.”  We can 
depend on this and trust God to help us – no matter what!

If you don’t have this assurance and don’t know how 
to depend on God’s promises, contact any Christian biker at 
your next event, contact one of the following people, or call 
me.   The CMA Missouri State Coordinator is Clark (Lucille) 
Doughty, 816-697-3077, wingman@wcblue.com; and the 
Illinois State Coordinator is Don (Vicky) Brown, 217-629-
8938, vdBrown77@aol.com.  For more information about 
CMA, you can contact either of the above or call me at 314-
434-2282 or e-mail me at h2osjk@prodigy.net.  

Jim Waters 
President - Good News Riders
CMA St. Louis, MO

mailto:wingman@wcblue.com
mailto:vdBrown77@aol.com
mailto:h2osjk@prodigy.net


The Biking Life Page 15



�������������������������������������������
����������������������������

������������������������������
������������������������������������

����������������������������
�������������������������

�������������������
�������������������
���������������
����������������

A Message from the Tribe of Judah Motorcycle 
Ministries

 Last November the Tribe of Judah rode to the 
Veterans’ Day Parade in St. Louis. It was the first time any 
of us had done this. It was a very moving and emotional 
time for all of us as we watched the parade.
 Vets from so many wars and conflicts representing 
all branches of our armed forces passed by. We were 
especially moved by those that are disabled and the gold 
star mothers. In all of this we couldn’t help but notice the 
spectators, or the lack thereof. This lack is the reason for 
this message. 
 We know that many of you who read The Biking 
Life Magazine support our many different military and 
veterans groups by attending poker runs, toy drives, USO 
benefits and so on. We also know that many of you ride in 
this parade as veterans or in support of a veteran club or 
organization which is a wonderful tribute.
 However, there are many clubs and organizations 
listed in this magazine. May we encourage you to join us 
on November 8 and come to the Veterans Day Parade in 
St. Louis. We believe that if you do, you will be blessed 
as you honor the fighting men and women of this great 
nation. I know that the veterans would appreciate it more 
than you would know.
 The parade begins at 12 noon on Saturday, 
November 8. The bikers that don’t ride in the parade will 
be welcome to park on 17th Street between Chestnut and 
Market. First come, first served. If we park them tight and 
everyone waits their turn to leave, I think we could get a 
lot of bikes in this spot. Come in from the Chestnut side 
and park towards Market. We don’t have a permit for this, 
but I’ve been told by a good source that this will work.
 We hope and pray that we will see you there.

Love and respect,
The Tribe of Judah Motorcycle Ministries
St. Louis Chapter



The Biking Life Page 17



Ink Addiction Show
by Kathleen Haverstick

This past June 21st, found many of our staff at the Ink 
Addiction and Jay’s Pub and Grill bike show and tattoo 
contest. This event was just off Hwy 67 at the Holly Tree 
Plaza in Farmington Mo. The turnout was very good and 
our hosts from Ink Addiction and Jay’s Pub and Grill did a 
tremendous job of making sure everyone was welcome and 
had a good time. Unfortunately the weather was less than 
spectacular with major storms rolling in around 5 PM but 
that did not dampen the spirits of the crowds who came out 
to celebrate their bikes and their ink in front of all the world 
or at lest all the folks that showed up to have a good time. 

This was an outdoor ride-in bike show and there were a lot 
of truly magnificent bikes that showed up to take part in this 
show. I don’t think you can beat an out door show. All shows 
are cool but when you get some of these paint jobs in the 
artificial light  provided from indoor sources it just doesn’t 
do them justice. The winner of the Best of Show category 
was Mike Lane and for his efforts and his sweet ride, he won 
$100.00 cash plus two passes to the Big MO Biker Bash 
event compliments of one of this show’s sponsors Jireh 
Cycles. The other sponsors of this show were Budweiser 
and they helped out with giveaways and much more.  In 
addition other sponsors were Keith Summer, Steel Horse 
Junction, Bussenbark &  The East Side Family Church. We 
thank them all for their contributions to making this a 

successful event.

But this wasn’t only a bike show there was also a Tattoo 
Contest. The judging of the tattoo contest was done by the 
pros at Ink Addiction studios. These artists have very well 
deserved reputation as being one of the top shops in the 
area and their work has been displayed several times in our 
Inkling column as well as on the bods of their very proud 
and pleased clients. There were some very cool looking 
pieces of body art entered on the tattoo contest but the 
judges decided that Diana Haverstick’s was without a doubt 
Best of Show. This won Diana a $100.00 cash prize and 2 
passes to the Big MO Biker Bash. Diana also won first in 
her class. Ink Addiction South is becoming well known as 
the place to get your ink in Farmington and the surrounding 
area. It’s definitely worth the ride to check this tattoo studio 
out. They have two locations this one in Holly Tree Plaza 
in Farmington and Ink Addiction North in Berwyn Center 
in Festus Mo. I think you will like what you see. Once 
again our thanks to Jireh Cycles, Budweiser, Jays Pub and 
Ink Addiction Studio all of whom helped make this a super 
event. And no doubt the Fisher House also thanks Mike, 
Cindy and all the staff at both Ink Addiction locations for 
the generous donation they made with the proceeds of this 
show to their cause. 

Think Ink, Ink Addiction that is.
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Did you see us taking pictures at an event well 

we can’t print them all so visit 

www.thebikinglife.com to see more

The Busa of Your Dreamz
by Jim Furey

This past July we attended the Annual Century of the 
Automobile, Century of the Motorcycle and we saw some 
sharp cars and bikes. While there we met Carnell Harris, 
the proud owner of this sweet 2007 Suzuki Hayabusa. In 
addition to being the owner of this street rocket he is also 
a member of the STL Streetdreamz MC.

The customizer of this bike is the owner Carnell. The 
engine is a stock 1300 cc powerplant. This generates 178 
horsepower and the Voodoo Custom Chrome Exhaust Kit 
for a rich sound. He had the 6” swing arm powder coated, 
added a PPM Chrome underbelly plate and a 3” lowering 
kit. This work was done by the folks at Streetbikes Plus. 
Not only did Streetbikes Plus do that work they also added 
the custom paint job that makes this bike shine.

There is a whole shopping list of aftermarket parts and 
chrome pieces that have made this bike the show winner 
that it is. Among them are Hayabusa chrome billet groups 
and an engraved Hayabusa stator and oil cover. This bike 
also features a GPS navigation system although it hard to 
believe even satellites can keep up with this mile eater. 
The finishing touch to this bike is the custom seat done by 
Gary Tyler of Chopper Chairs.

This is a real nice bike and you will see some of the other 
entries in the coming months. We thank Carnell and his 
buddy for helping us with the shoot and allowing us to 
feature this ride.
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Illinois HOG Rally
From the Rumblin Pumpkin

On the morning of June 5, my wife and I 
were pumped for the 2008 H.O.G. Rally 
knowing we would get more points for the ABC touring program. 
We had the pumpkin packed and ready to ride off in the early 
morning, watching the world come alive with the great V-twin 
singing a beautiful musical tune. The day was great and the hope 
of winning some great prizes put a tingle in the saddle of this old 
biker. Hope for that plaque from the bike show or from polishing 
the tattoo up to win the tattoo contest or maybe a door prize. 

As we throttled down for the Effingham exit we saw all the great 
machines and could hear the thunder from their pipes. I think I felt 
the Rumblin Pumpkin put a smile across the shark nose fairing. We 
slapped the kick stand down and started our quest for 1 or maybe 
2 of those plaques for the wall. The H.O.G. rally coordinator Dan 
Shores had all his spokes tight for this 2008 Rally from guided 
tours to a tattoo contest, poker run, cash drawings, even our cycling 
brothers with the IL State Police had a great safety seminar. 

HD gave us a good tech talk seminar, and it would not be right 
without having a T-shirt swap (PG rated, we were not allowed 
to take our shirts off our backs, damn). The pumpkin got a fast 
polish for the bike show and we spit shined the tattoo, but there 
is always one better than yours. Late Friday afternoon Mother 
Nature had received her invitation to the party and had her own 
kind of thunder as she tried to dampen our spirits by sending us all 
to the ball room for cover as a tornado had been spotted. 

This gave us all a great chance to work on our spirits at the 
portable bar and rub elbows, and tell some of those good old road 
stories we all have tucked away for that rainy day. On Saturday 
as all is coming to an end as we line up for the parade. You could 
see and feel the pride from the great American machine we call 
Harley Davidson. As we straddle the saddle and hit the throttle 
for a memorable ride thru downtown Effingham led by IL State 
Police, City Police, County and even the fire department. With 
our bags repacked and heading into the sunset empty handed, we 
really won the best prize of all, new friendships at the 2008 H.O.G. 
Rally. And we are really looking forward to meeting new friends 
and seeing our old friends again at the 2009 Springfield Rally. 

Know Where They Stand and Vote
By John Skala

With the increased news and advertising talking about the 
candidates, you may be getting burnt out on the upcoming 
elections. As motorcyclists, this may be one of the most 
important elections in recent years. Many issues are being 
heard not only at state and national levels, but also at the 
local level in several areas. Some people would like to limit 
where motorcycles can be ridden, both on-road and off. 
Others are more concerned about what safety equipment 
you and your bike can/cannot/must have. And some are 
more concerned about what you ride, how loud it is, how 
much pollution it makes and what modifications you are 
allowed to make to it.

I am not suggesting that you make a candidate’s position 
on motorcycles as your sole basis for voting. There are 
a lot of issues that face us everyday and you should be 
aware of where your candidates stand on the issues that 
are most important to you. The Internet is a great source 
of information and search engines like Google and Yahoo 
make it easy to find it. However, this is a mixed blessing. 
Just because it is on the Internet does not make it true. You 
need to do your best to determine what their past record is, 
where they stand and what the truth is. Then get out and 
vote.

Regardless of your party choice, everyone should support 
the motorcycle rights organizations, attend the meetings 
and get involved. These are the people that fight every day 
for our continued right to ride and enjoy our bikes. These 
organizations and other clubs are often a good place to 
get information on the issues facing motorcyclists. At the 
national level, there is the Motorcycle Riders Foundation 
(MRF) and the American Motorcyclists Association 
(AMA) fighting for us. In addition to national topics they 
also get involved with helping the state rights organizations. 
In Illinois and Missouri there are ABATE chapters across 
the state. Missouri also has the Freedom Of Road Riders 
(FORR) locals all across the state. Visit these web sites for 
more information.

MRF - www.mrf.org
AMA - www.ama-cycle.org/
Illinois - www.abate-il.org
Missouri - www.abateformissouri.com
Missouri - www.forr.net
Find out who your legislators are:
 llinois - www.ilga.gov
 Missouri - www.moga.mo.gov
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$1.50 lONGNECKS ON wEDNESDAY NIGHTS
wEDNESDAY IS BIKE NIGHT

KARAOKE WEDS, FRI AND SAT NIGHTS
TEXAS HOLD’EM POKER SATURDAY AT 4 NO BUY 

IN AND $50 TO THE WINNER
www.myspace.com/double_ds_hangout



Moto Museum Update
By John Skala
 If you are not familiar with the Moto Museum on 
Olive Blvd., a block east of Grand Ave., in downtown St Louis, 
checkout our story on the museum and Moto Fest in the June 
2007 issue of The Biking Life. This and all of the other past 
issues are available online at our web site, www.thebikinglife.

com. 
 Since their grand opening celebration last year, the 
museum has made a few changes and added some bikes. Some 
of the bikes on display for The International Motorcycle Festival 
were on loan and have since gone back to their owners. The 
display galleries have been rearranged and a space was made to 
hold special events in the museum. In the event area, the bikes 

are displayed in recesses in the wall up to three bikes high. One of 
the new bikes is a great 1927 Bohmerland from Czechoslovakia. 
This is a three-seater “long-touring” model.
 In addition to the changes at the museum, the Smiths 
have also been busy adding a restaurant to the building on the 
east end of the museum at 3419 Olive Blvd. The Triumph Grill 
is scheduled to be open by the time this issue hits the streets. But 
anyone who has dealt with construction and the permit process 
will tell you to check first before heading down there. The grill 
will feature a motorcycle theme with a menu of American food. 
The restaurant is planning to be open for lunch and dinner on 
Monday through Saturday and for dinner on Sunday. We will 
be back to visit after they open, so be sure to watch upcoming 
issues for more information on the Triumph Grill.
 The museum was originally scheduled to be open only 
a few weekends throughout the year. However, with the opening 
of the Triumph Grill, they are thinking of expanding the hours 
at the museum. For information on the Moto Museum and the 
Triumph Grill, check out their web sites. www.themotomuseum.
com an www.triumphgrill.com
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Custom Motorcycle Class
By Mark Ebert

I have enjoyed motorcycles all my life.  The custom world 
has everything from complete bikes to kits you can assemble 
yourself.  I came across a website where bike assembly 
was taught.  Located in the beautiful hills of Rogersville, 
Tennessee, resides Amen Motorcycles.  They offer a three 
day course taught by Mike and Angela Brown.  Mike is a 
world class builder who has been featured on the Discovery 
channel.  Mike is known for the “hubless monster”, “YHWH 
Bike”, and many more.  The class shows the correct way 
to align components with wiring, rake, travel, jackshaft, 
primary, oil and brake systems being explained.  
 
Our class worked as a team along with Mike to assemble 
a school bike, with each student performing a different job 
on the build, involving each student daily.  Mike taught us 
the importance of the engine, transmission, wheels, fork 
assembly, and frame matching up.  Too many times parts 
will not match up with the end result being that it simply 
will not work.  
 
Mike is a great teacher who took the time with each student 
to show proper alignment of parts and answer questions.  
 
Hi and lo engine torque was discussed.  He also demonstrated 
the correct way to drill and hide wiring on the frame.  Mike 
has the software to design a bike for anyone, with the frames 
being built in house.  As a class we saw a wheel cut from a 
block of billet aluminum and the use of a water jet.  
 
Mike can build a complete bike or build a frame where you 
can add your own components, to finish your bike.  Powder 
coating and complete custom painting is available thru 
Amen.  
 
The final day of assembly we all rode the school bike.  We 
came away from the class with a new understanding of 
bikes, and friendships that will undoubtedly last a lifetime 
due to a common bond in our love of motorcycles.
 
This class is well worth the time and money if you’re 
considering a custom bike.  I want to send a special thank 
you to Mike and Angela Brown for the lodging arrangements 
that were made for us, along with an atmosphere that was 
conducive to learning.  Other students whom I have had the 
pleasure to meet and work with are, Mike Mulvaney, Craig 
(Gator) Collins, Ron Hatten, and Paul Elder.  
 
Mike has other classes to choose from.  Check out his 
website at www.amenmotorcycles.com 
 

Upcoming Events
Weekly Events

Tuesday Bike Night the Third Tuesday of the Month at 
Down on the Corner n Hwy 96 in Marcelline, IL 
Tuesday Two Wheel Tuesday at N0-Jacks on IL 159 in Smithton, 
IL 
Wednesday Bike Night at Double Ds Hangout 9853 S Broadway 
St Louis this is a fun group 
Wednesday CTs Night Bike Ride Call Paul at Dave Mungenast 
Motorsports for info 
Thursdays STUNNA Thursdays At Paradise 1, 615 Missouri St 
East St Louis, IL (618) 482-5578 DJ 
Thursdays Bike Night at Bikers Corner at 1924 N Vandeventer 
Ave in St Louis, MO 
Thursdays Bike Night at Chuck-A-Burger St Charles 3150 
Elm Pointe Industrial Dr., St Charles, MO   
Thursdays Hardriders call their hotline (314) 340-2000 for info 
Thursdays Bike Night at Geos Wings and More on West Main 
in Belleville, IL from 6:30 to 10 
Friday Bike Night at Fatboys in DeSoto, MO

October
4th ABATE Marble Party info in Marble Run Book 
5th-7th Rat Run Weekend at Jacks Iron Horse on St Charles 
Rock Rd the fun starts Friday night this year and keeps rolling all 
weekend long limited camping available 
5th Bike and Badge Ride 08 registration begins at 8:30 at Dave 
Mungenast Motorsports 
5th Fundraising benefit for Tonya Anderson at the Crystal City 
Eagles also a poker run starting at TJs sign up starts at 10 AM 
11th Breast Cancer Awareness Ride contact Legacy Harley 
davidson for more info 
11th Dream Weavers Dance for Needy Children at the 
Woodriver IL VFW 6 to midnight 
11th - 12th Bikers for Babies at Verizon Amphitheatre 
12th Benefit for Sgt John Brough at the Benld Brew Haus on 
Hwy 138 in Benld, IL starts at noon 
12th Car and Bike Show at No Jacks on Hwy 159 in Smithton, IL 
12th ABATE 21st Annual Toy Run sign up Woodriver Eagles 
Lodge 11:30 to 1 
18th Motorheads Halloween Party at Jail House Rock in Trenton, 
Il music by the Saloonatics 
18th Docs Fall Open House at Docs Harley Davidson 930 S 
Kirkwood St Louis 
18th 2nd Annnual Sgt Nick Walsh Memorial Poker Run sign up 
from 11 to 1 PM at the Local Pub 401 E Main St Collinsville, IL 
19th Carnival and Bar Olympics Benefit at 21 Rock benefits Big 
Bill for more info call (314) 503 - 5019 
25th Fall Festival and Haunted Barn at Legacy Harley Davidson 
in Effingham, IL 
25th Skyriders - Fire and Iron Halloween Dance Skyriders 
Clubhouse in Livingston, IL from 7 to ??? 
31st Bush Pilots Halloween Party at their clubhouse Union and 
Central STs in Alton, IL 6 to ???

November

2nd Branson Motorcycle Toy Run sign up at Legends hwy 76 and 
160 outside Branson, MO leave at 1 PM

http://www.amenmotorcycles.com/
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Thursday Is Bike Night At Geo’s

4307 West Main Street
Belleville, Illinois
(618) 233 - 9464

Featuring Domestic Beer Buckets - $9.00
12” Pizza $7.00, Wings for $5.50

Meet You Friends Here Every Thursday
Geo’s Is Always A Good Time

And Join Us on October 25th Starting
At Noon For The End of Summer Bash
Great Food and Drink Specials, Music,
Games, Giveaways, Vendors and More 

Sponsored by your Friends at
The Biking Life

Come out and party with us



Want to know where the Biking life 

staffers will be then you need to check 

out Jim’s Blog @ www.thebikinglife.com

The Legend of Franklin County
By Kate Johnson
A long day’s ride behind 
dusk came in fast , I made up my mind 
to settle in before dark. 
Scanning the horizon for a likely place to park  
I found my way onto a lonely stretch of Franklin 
County   
the blacktop a winding, ebony ribbon 
a hidden treasure and this biker’s bounty, 
stretching and dipping through the shadowed fields 
riding and reaping what a blacktop yields, 
I cruised until the engine coughed and sputtered 
slowing to a stop by a gnarled oak tree.
“Crazy bitch bike! “ under my breath I muttered. 
No matter how much you berate their mechanical 
hides 
you are at the mercy of those fickle rides. 
As I was digging deep in the bags, looking for a 
flashlight, 
the sound of pipes rumbled and a biker came in 
sight. 
He rolled to a stop, pulling onto the shoulder, 
looking all of  19, maybe 20 and not a day older. 
Dark wavy hair swept back in a duck tail 
Hollow eyed and cheeked, he was a strange kind of 
pale. 
I said “Sure glad you happened by 
and if you could figure out my problem 
you are more than welcome to try.” 
Still silent  he nodded, his movements were skilled 
and when that scoot fired up  
I  can say I was more than thrilled . 
Climbing on and working the throttle 
I turned to thank that strange dark rider 
but he was gone like a firecracker rocket shot from a 
bottle 
I heard the pipes roar away over the hill 
grateful to be on my way but mystified still. 
On my way, I set on down that blacktop 
the twinkling lights ahead  
promised  me a welcome stop. 
I drank in the neon of the town square tap, 
getting the once over by the bar keep like some kind 
of fool. 
I made my way in and claimed a three legged stool 
and said “I’ll take a shot and a beer 
don’t go too far, just keep ‘em coming right here!” 

He looked vaguely familiar in his face, 
but for the life of me, who he looked like I couldn’t 
place 
until I saw the picture above the bar. 
Black and white of two boys together with an old 
panhead and a hot car. 
I said, “Well I’ll be damned, if that ain’t the same 
fella 
who helped me just down the pike!” 
The bar keep looked at me sharply and asked,  
“was he on an old bike?  
Did he have my eyes 
 and was he real quiet?” 
“Hell yeah, as a matter of fact, a real surprise 
out in the middle of nowhere.” I replied 
The old man’s face looked faraway and sad, 
“after all these years it makes me feel so bad. 
That stranger you met was my brother Bill, 
There was a terrible accident out on that hill 
so many years ago, but I can’t forget. 
That night I was driving that  hot runnin’ ‘vette 
too young ,too fast, I wanted to fly. 
I never meant nobody harm... 
never meant for him to die. 
Bill came flying from the opposite way, 
I can still hear the crash yet to this day... 
I guess he never knew that he died 
forever to this day that blacktop he rides” .. 
I gulped down hard my last swallow of beer 
my blood ran cold, I wanted the hell out of here! 
Throwing my money onto the bar 
I stumbled outside past a mangled car 
covered with  a tattered tarp. 
Sucking in the cold night air like a beached carp, 
I grabbed my bedroll as fast as I was able, 
in the park across the street I found a picnic table. 
Using my jacket for a pillow,it made a decent bed 
but all night long the pounding in my head 
was the sound of Bill’s pipes as he rode down and 
back 
that Franklin County road ,so desolate and black.
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Sunday & Tuesday Are Bucket
Days 5 Long Necks For $7
Come Try Our Hot Wings



No-Jacks  Two Wheel Tuesdays
by Jim Furey

One of the newest and best biker hangouts on the east 
side is No-Jacks Bar and Grill in Smithton, IL. This 
place was a bit of a secret for a while, although with 
well known riders like Angie and Fergie putting the 
word out. It wasn’t a well kept secret. Then starting in 
August Junior the owner decided he wanted to host a 
Tuesday Night Bike Night here.

This has been a major success and has grown steadily. 
The reason for that is the way Junior and Angie 
have embraced the event. They serve longnecks on 
Tuesdays for only $1.75 a bottle and if you like great 
bar burgers you can get one of those and an order 
of fried for only $1.50 from 5:00 PM till 8:30. In 
addition to the burger deal they have a fairly extensive 
menu and everything we’ve tried has been excellent. 
A  lot of people are making this fun place their regular 

Tuesday Night hangout and you can usually find 
some of The Biking Life staffers there as well. Also 
they have a bunch of big screen TVs which makes 
this a good place to catch your favorite reality show 
or some smoking sports action.

These bike nights will continue throughout October 
and plans are already on the burner for next year. 
If you like to hang with at a fun place with lots of 
friendly folks then this is must check out bar. So 
make your plans and meet friends at No- Jacks the 
new motorcyclist hot spot, come out on Tuesday but 
return anytime.

The Biking Life cares about what you 

think. So feel free to email us at 

staff@thebikinglife.com.
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Statesmen Once Again Help Vets

I always try to be true to my word. That is one of the ways 
I show respect for my brothers even if I have to miss other 
events. That said I once again was at Chucks Boots on 
Hwy 30 signing up for the Statesmen’s Poker Run. These 
great guys do this run to benefit veterans of all wars.

As I recall, last years was so good that even though I 
was late I made it and had a great time. I saw a lot of the 
Motorheads and Misfits supporting the ride as well as other 
clubs. And thanks to the Vietnam Vets MC for letting them 
use your place as a stop your hospitality was appreciated. 
This ride used several local American Legion and Amvets 
posts as stops. All were hospitable, as were all my friends 
in the Statesmen MC and even though I had two crap hands 
I still had a great time. The ride ended up at TJ’s in Pevely 
MO, for the last card and a few of some of the coldest 
beers around, the cute barmaids. It was a fitting ending 
especially after the fun ride with my brothers Staples and 
Gary. This is a ride you need to put on your calendar along 
with their show in July for must get to rides of the years. 
Once again as last year all the funds raised go to buy stuff 
to help out Vets one way or another so it is all good, well I 
am still looking for 5 aces so see you out there 
Killer

Killer Gets Around

First off. some at-a-boys as the season starts, one to Surdyke 
Victory for helping to safely keep this old man on the road. They 
went above and beyond on a couple of things(they know what ) 
and I NEED to say THANKS. The guys at the Victory dealership 
are great and really try hard. They deserve every pat on the back 
they get. Two, congrats to our smart little trophy girl and model 
Branda for getting her teaching degree. We knew you could, now 
go teach them. The racing season has begun but that’s another 
article May has seen me and the rest of our crew busy.

Hillsboro, MO has a MX race layout and while I only saw a little 
bit the riders were really putting on a show and it looked like 
good close racing, thanks to the fairgrounds and promoter.  Kevin 
and I went to a party and had a really good time in Farmington 
saw our models and met a new one Rosie, hope to be using you 
soon, as we are getting bikes lined up to shoot. 

We also went by TJ’s for Terry and Sues 15th bar anniversary 
this is cool that a great place like this that does so much for us 
a community of riders has been able to stay open for so long. 
They had a big crowd on both Sat for the party with live music 
and bar girls everywhere and Sunday for the Bike show. Keep 
a look out in TBL for future events. (and a look out on the track 
as they are now Kevin’s new sponsor.) Sunday saw me at my 
old bros BJ”Bear Knights 18th Annual Bear run. For a long time 
this was a FORR run now it is a ALR run to raise money for 
the Legions Legacy fund It was a great run of about 120 miles 
through Jefferson St. Gen and St Francois counties with food and 
drinks at every stop. They way it was done was neat, by chips 
that corresponded with cards so you didn’t know what you had 
till the end of the run(I was one card away from a small straight) 
the winner got 500 big ones. The music was by DJ Bill and The 
Moon Cats and Easton Custom Frames sponsored a bike show 
with a $500 prize all it all it was a great time and ride. Look for it 
early in the riding season again next year , the only problem was 
it was up against too much (TJS AND THE NHRA) so hopefully 
next year more people will know about it and give it and bear the 
due they deserve. Well this is Killer if you see me or anyone else 
from The Biking Life out stop and say hey too us we try to get to 
as many as possible and as always get out and ride.

 Killer
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Biker Biz Bits

Need to get that bike of your’s cutomized, and looking 
for the guys who do it best? Well then undoubtedly 
you are looking for StreetBike Performance Plus. I 
hope though you are not trying to find them at their 
former location on St. Charles Rock Rd., becasue 
they recently expanded into  a new location at 8525 
Natural Bridge Rd.

While they are best known for their work n street 
bikes like Carnell’s in this issue. They can trick out 
your Harley or Chopper to. Todd Parker and his staff 
have a lot of cool ideas to make your bike look good 
or they’ll take your ideas and make them come to life. 
Stop in to their new location and welcome them to the 
neighborhood. I am sure you’ll be glad you did.
 If you know of a new biker business or someone 
that is moving or expanding let us know and we’ll. 
feature it here.

Want to find out what jim thinks about  

stuff throughout the month then read 

his blog and you can make your opin-

ions known to the blog is available at

www.thebikinglife.com
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Orange and Black Turns Green Into Gold
By Kelly Perry

Congratulations are in order to Frieze Harley Davidson 
in O’Fallon, IL. Frieze is the only HD dealership in the 
NATION worthy of Gold certification by U.S. Green 
Building Council standards.  Frieze was originally 
awarded a Silver certification. However, after re-
evaluation of the materials used the environmentally 
friendly dealership was officially awarded Gold. 

Many factors contributed to earning the prestigious 
Gold seal of approval. For starters, the hydraulic lift 
in back uses Canola Oil instead of hydraulic fluid. 
That’s right. The same stuff you can pick up on aisle 5 
at your local grocery store.  And, the floors are made 
from Bamboo which renews itself and grows back 
every 7 years. (Did you know Bamboo is actually 
grass, not wood? I looked it up on Wikipedia.) 

Frieze also recycles oil drained from the bikes they 
service and reuses it to heat the floor in the shop. 
Natural lighting is provided by over 40 Sola Tubes 
throughout the dealership and light dimmers are in 
installed in each of the offices. I was most surprised, 
however, to find two flush options for each toilet (the 
one you choose depends on how much water you need 
to “get the job done”). And, to top it off, a 60 foot 
high wind turbine generates and conserves electricity 
when the wind reaches just 8 mph. Wow!    

A lot of planning and hard work went into building 
the energy efficient dealership on Green Mount Road. 
But don’t take my word for it –take a ride down and 
check out the wind turbine (and commodes) for 
yourself!

If you want to find the latest news 

read Jim’s Blog at our website:

www.thebikinglife.com visit often we 

are evolving and current kind of.



The Biking Life Page 37



An Inkling

The Biking Life is always looking for 
good salespeople and writers. You 
get to meet the best people bikers 
and have a lot of fun. We are the 
number one publication in the re-
gion. If this Sounds like you please 
give me (jim) a call (314) 322 - 7883 
and lets grow together

This month’s tattoo was submitted by Pat Wilson 
from Okawville, Illinois. He is very proud of it as 
he should be it has a lot of work. Pat told us that 
it was done by Lynn McNew who plies his trade 
at Almighty Studios Tattoos and Piercing on West 
Main St. in Belleville, IL. Pat is very impressed 
with Lynn in fact he thinks every time Lynn picks 
up the gun he gets better and better. These two 
are currently working on my sleeves and this is 
the latest addition. You need to check him out, 
he’s running a one man show right nowbut he’s 
the best I’ve seen since Midwest Mingo quit the 

business, definitely worth checking out!

Have you ever missed an issue of The Biking 
Life? Well you can go to our website and view 
all of our past issues. We also feature club 

listings and Biker Friednly locations so 

visit www.thebikinglife.com often
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