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Letter for the Publisher
By Jim Furey
 Well I can tell from watching the television we are 
coming up on another election. All the candidates say the 
other person is not as good as they are at the very least. And 
is some way I am sure they are all correct in that assertion. 
Because it is not too difficult to examine where we are as a 
nation and figure out our leaders are not all that awesome. 
Some would say we do not have much of a choice or that 
they voted for the lesser of two evils, but how did we get 
here. Which came first, bad candidates being foisted off on 
us or was it us making bad choices in the voting booth or 
perhaps even worse us being apathetic and not even taking 
the time to vote.
 They call the elections in the years between 
presidential elections off-year elections. Kind of 
minimizes their importance doesn’t it. But these elections 
are every bit as important as the years when there are 
presidential elections, in fact maybe even more so. Why 
you ask? The fact of the matter is more power lies in the 
hands of congressmen, senators and even our more local 
politicians. They may not get on TV as often or get to take 
quite as outlandish vacations, but they still take outlandish 
vacations and get way too much time off. Their real power 
is they make the decisions that affect us all on a daily basis. 
Presidents can suggest things but that is all the power they 
have, okay they can do executive orders but those are for 

the most part pretty limited. So what am I saying, just this 
when the second Tuesday in November rolls around go out 
and vote.
 Now for some fun stuff is there a time of year 
with better riding weather than the fall. Some might say 
yes the spring and spring is nice as the world comes alive 
after being in suspended animation for the previous three 
months, but you never know what you are going to get. 
Will it be warm and sunny or will it be cold and rainy 
or most likely somewhere in between. Now with Fall 
though you pretty much know it will be dry unless we 
are suffering through the remnants of some hurricane or 
another. The temps are usually great during the day and 
drop precipitously in the evenings. Joy calls it Arizona 
weather. So my point here is get out and ride and enjoy 
some great weather.
 There are several big events this month that we 
will be participating in. They start with the Rat Run on the 
5th, we will be hosting a free bike show at the Hawg Pit in 
Grafton, Illinois. This is a lot closer to the true Rat Run 
destination than most of the events this day.  On the 11th 
we are excited about the Land of Inkin Tattoo Festival in 
Cahokia, IL and on the 18th we invite you to join us at Geo’s 
in Belleville, Il for their annual customer appreciation day, 
we will also be holding a free bike show there as well. 
Finally as always we thank you for making us part of your 
biking life.





Hardtail Humor
There were two guys riding motorcycles on a 
windy afternoon. One of the guys was com-
plaining because the cold air was blowing 
into his shirt. His buddy told him to turn his 
jacket around, so that the collar of the jacket 
would be at his neck. That way no air could 
get into his shirt. So that is what he did.
After riding for a while the two men came 
up on a curve. They were going too fast 
and they crashed. Witnesses called 911 and 
rushed to the motorcyclists aid.

When the police arrived, they were doing a 
report. The police asked a witness if both of 
the men were deceased when they got to the 
scene.

"No" the man replied, "The one man was still 
alive, but by the time we got his head turned 
around to where it was supposed to be, he 
was dead!





No Escape

 Joey and I were on MO State Hwy T riding around 
a sharp corner; Joey was in the lead.  A Ford SUV in 
front of us stopped suddenly and made a left turn using 
NO turn signal.  I hit the rear brake, went into a slide 
- there was nowhere else to go.  To lay the bike down 
was going to take out Joey.  I let off the back brake 
and applied the front and rear brake equal and the bike 
came to a safe stop.  I’ve been taught nine times out 
of ten applying the brakes equal will get you out of a 
jam.  If you have ever taken a motorcycle safety course 
they teach and talk about braking a lot. Remembering 
and learning to use the riding skills that are taught to us 

is important and can save our lives and lives of those 
around us.

 It’s the same way with life in general.  When we get 
into a bad spot in life and we are out of options, we need 
to go back to our basic teachings.  We have developed 
bad habits in life just the same as the bad riding habits 
we’ve come to use when riding.  Old and new habits are 
hard to break.  Sometimes we just walk through life, day 
after day, in a regular routine, not thinking about what 
we are doing.  We go on without realizing how far away 
from right we have strayed.  Most of the time we don’t 
stop to think about what we are doing wrong, we just 
react to things going on around us.

 These wrong “things” are really sin – wrongs 
against God and how He wants us to live.  Sin can keep 
us out of heaven.  It convinces us that we do not need 
Jesus; that we do not need His help with our future – 
with our eternity.  Consider the path you are on right 
now and start living right.  We have a choice and our 
eternal destiny depends on our decision.  Turning away 
from sin and asking forgiveness from God is a simple 
prayer away.  Jesus promises He is waiting for each one 
of us to ask - in Luke 11:9, “And I say unto you, Ask, 
and it shall be given unto you; Seek, and you will find; 
Knock and the door will be opened to you.”  We cannot 
escape God; eventually we will have to face God and 
answer to Him for the choices we’ve made.  Better now 
than later!

 If you don’t know how to pray, simply 
talk to God like you were talking to your best 
friend on the phone.  Talk to a Christian biker 
at the next function you attend.  Find a local 
biker-friendly church.  If you don’t know one, 
call us and we’ll help you find one.  If you 
need prayer, we’re here for you if you need us.  
You can reach Kathy and me at 314-434-2282 
or e-mail me at h2osjk@att.net; or you can 
contact the CMA Missouri State Coordinators, 
Brad & Angie Barton at 573-576-8216, Email: 
bartonscma@gmail.com; or the CMA Illinois 
State Coordinators who are Doug Johnson at 
630-878-2801 E-mail dougj@gmail.com and 
Karl Huckshold at 618-478-5303.

Jim & Kathy Waters
Good News Riders
Christian Motorcyclists Association





To ME

Ok here’s the deal. About three years ago I started 
dreaming about buying a good used Harley. One I 
could strip down and then fix up just to suit me. I had 
a picture in my head and I also had a budget in mind.
Well, last August, Audrey, my very lovely wife, tells 
me that for my birthday we should go ahead and get 
it done. What a Lady and what a birthday, I found this 
2005 fat boy on Craig’s list . Real solid, real dirty and 
really, really bagged out for touring.
Bought it cheap enough and then the fun began. I 
took parts off for two weeks and cleaned for a couple 
more. I took the stuff I took off to swap meets, traded 

for some and bought 
some others. Bought 
a tank and back 
fender at the Daytona 
Beach swap meet 
that I took to a local 
painter for the body 
work. He also did the 
White Pearl. 
My buddy Steve 
did the airbrushing 
and after braiding a 
custom leather get 
back whip I also 
braided all the new 
cables. Brandon at V 
twin helped putting it 
all together, and, OH 

HAPPY DAY ..ToMe,..as in Happy Birthday..ToMe 
was ready to ride.

  When I rolled up in the driveway, Audrey, walked 
around it twice before saying...it looks just like 
you. And that my Brothers and Sisters is just what I 
wanted.  
ToMe......three months start to finish, on budget
 
Ride With Pride 
Bobby 
The Whipman
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Thursday’s Night Ladies and Men’s Night 
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One of the Best Party Places in the Area
Stop Here on Your Next Poker Run

Great Menu
 Pool Tables

Come Check Out The Money Wall



It’s been a while..
Rocker

Alrighty then.. It has been a while since I wrote 
anything other than my name. This years riding 
season started way late for me. The cold weather as 
we all know just wasn’t ready to give it up to the sweet 
smells of spring and the thunder of motorcycles.

It was a dastardly winter cold and snow.. And well I 
am getting older and the cold effects me more now. So 
needless to say I didn’t get out much electing instead 
to kick back in my easy chair and warm my toes by 
the fire. We also moved from one house to another.. A 
chore I don’t intend on doing again for a while.

But then the weather broke and riding season was here 
and all is right in the world. On May 4th I attended the 
Parkland area Blessing of the bikes. The Local CMA 
chapter here puts on a pretty darn good blessing. There 
is a chili dump and they do a collection for the area 
food pantries..Its always a good time. This year we 
were fortunate to have a GREAT day. Warm, Sunny 
and no rain in sight. I am sure there is an official count 
somewhere but I am guessing about 200 bikes and 
several hundred folks enjoyed the day and all it had 
to offer.. This bike blessing is always the first Sunday 
in May.

The second HUGE event this year (so far) was Steel 
Horse Junction Annual Spring swap-meet.. LOTS of 
vendors selling basically anything you wanted and a 
HUGE amount of support from local bikers. This was 
may 10th So far this spring I have put a few hundred 
miles on Baby. Mostly riding solo.. I will rejoining 
my area PGR again soon but for now I need the me 
time on the bike.

Speaking of me time. A friend of mine asked me to go 
to the city and pick up his bike from the shop. It was 
one of those it wont be done till this day Ooops its 
done today kinda things and my friend had to work. 
First off we have to go to the city. I hate the city and 
hate it even more on a bike and more still on a bike I 
am not familiar with. So with that in mind along with 
it quickly becoming dusk I thought ahead to bring 
leather and my full face bucket.

The bike was parked outside and the key was hidden 
well enough, I almost didn’t find it. I get into my gear 
and with Bells following me in the cage I fire up the 
bike and put on my gear to ride home. The bike is 1987 
or 88 ZL1000Kawasaki Eliminator. There is quite 
a HUGE difference between my VT1100c Honda 
Shadow cruiser with its forward controls and this bad 
boy. I kinda felt like a jockey sitting atop this sleeping 
monster. My legs were tucked under me, I was forced 
forward to meet the hand controls. It had been a while 
since I had ridden anything in this manner.

Once out of the hustle of the city and her stop lights, 
rude drivers and over crowded roadways I was 
surprised by this old bikes responsiveness. Twist the 
wick and your going. This bike was only available in 
the U.S. For two years but most were sold in 1987. 
The 1000’s shared the same engine as the ZG 1000 
Concours but on a much lighter frame. In short as far 
as performance goes what ever the speedometer says 
she will do pretty much bet it will do it and more. The 
book says it tops out at 131.4 mph. I would not know 
this. But I do know 60 to 80 was just that quick.

Now one more thing before I go. Somewhere along 
the way I had a too close for comfort kind of thing 
happen. I was on a 4 lane highway its just dark like 
8:30 at night dark. I am in the center of my lane 
moving about 70. There is a car to my left pacing me. 
Up ahead I see a SUV approach the highway from 
the right. I am about 90 feet from the intersection. 
I instinctively move to the left as far as I can the 
SUV pulls out into my lane just as I am reaching the 
intersection. I was so close to the SUV I have to think 
my pants leg had to brush the dust off their bumper, 
but I squeaked by. The car to my left hits his brakes 
and lets me over. I also slowed down because I was 
going to wake the driver of the SUV up. But to my 
amazement it turned off at the next intersection, one I 
had already passed.

So do this for me, your self, your friends or total 
strangers who ride. Tell everyone you know who 
drives to watch out for bikers. I was so close to 
becoming a statistic..

Keep your knees in the breeze..
Later



Friday Night
Sunday
Night

Karaoke 
Nights

12796 Hwy 21
DeSoto, MO

636-586-4300
636-586-5672

Fax:
636-586-2216

Desrousse Cousins Band Oct 4,  
New Cubmer Band Oct.11

Dream Catcher Band Oct. 25. Halloween Party cash prizes 
for first second and third

One night only November15 in a  Private setting Spaghetti 
Wrestling at its best doors open at 7:00 pm prizes 50/50 it’s 

a show,,  everyone Welcome ladies free with a date
Come to The Mule for a drink with a kick.

We Have Bowling, Banquet Room For Parties Pool Tables, 
It is always a GREAT time to take the family bowling
Stay with the Mule for more kick in your party 



Shall We gather at the River

Once again for the third year the Tribe of Judah has held 
a biker baptism. Holding it in July like they have done in 
the past at least pretty much guarantees a hot day and this 
year was no exception to that rule. Once again Big Bob, 
Jack, Kevin, Dale and all the rest did a fine job of setting 
this up in rural  Lonedell Missouri, right off HWY 30 so it 
is super easy to find.

The crowd was really good this year and I got to visit 
with a lot of new friends and see old ones. They all came 
because they were either there with friends who had the 
calling to get right with the Lord Jesus and do the baptism 
or were there because they had reached a time in their lives 
that felt right enough to get it done. The big message was 
from one of the national Tribe of Judah members, Vern, 
who told about growing up in a church and while being 
baptized as a child and knew that he had given his life to 
God had felt he wasn’t religious enough.

He said that a lot of people get religion and  that they get 
hung up on the pomp and circumstance of what the church 
says rather then what the Bible says and to remember 
that Jesus didn’t necessarily hang around with all the best 
crowd in town. No he was probably seen more at the loser 
table than the social table at school. You know like a lot of 
people figure ok, I was baptized as a kid, done deal don’t 
need it again but you see the Bible says this there is but 
one way to get to heaven. Accept Jesus as your savior ask 
to be forgiven of your sins and be baptized there is but one 
baptism.

It doesn’t say you can only be baptized once,  nope nowhere 
does it say that. Vern even told how the national  Tribe of 
Judah had a rally in Sturgis one year and how he and many 
other got it all done over again in Spearfish, and to prove 
a point he got dunked again for Jesus in the creek by Big 
Bob, as did quite a few other who all get to join or rejoin 
the family of those that believe Jesus is our savior, our 
all forgiving father who wants only the best and most for 
us. Who heals the sick (doesn’t make you that way) and 
forgives your sins,  who went to hell , kicked Satan’s ass 
came back showed Thomas his hands and then told his 11 
followers to go preach the good news. And while I sit here 
and write this it has all pretty much hit the fan at my house 
but I KNOW JESUS WILL NOT FAIL ME AND WILL 
GET ME THROUGH.  Jesus is your never fail brother, he 
is there for you now and always just accept him and the 
fact that he does love you and forgives you just as he did 
my friend  and fellow TBL staffer Kim  Now I’m going out 
riding till the man takes that away too. Killer

God bless and come down next year and make it right





Continued on page 18

Relay for Life of Jersey County 2014
By Jody Jedlicka

At the risk of sounding mundane, let me say that 
this was a beautiful Saturday in June.  A typical 
mid- summer day in the farming country of Jersey 
county Illinois.  While we are a part of the St Louis 
metropolitan area, you would never have guessed 
a city was within 100’s of miles as we enjoyed 
the challenge of riding the back roads of the area.  
Beginning at Ted’s Motorcycle World in Alton, 
kickstands were up at  around 12:00 and we were off.  
First destination.. The Do Drop Inn in Dow, IL. For 
those of you familiar with the area you know that 
there just isn’t a good way to get from point ”a” to 
point”b”… or is there?   As a group we roared across 
airport road, enjoying the curves and hills that make 
up that trek.  Based on the comments made it seemed 
to be exhilarating for all involved.   At the “Do 
Drop” we hydrated and the tried our luck at the first 
hand.  We also had some excitement as we picked 
Cowboy up and sent him to the hospital, apparently 
the exhilaration mentioned above proved a bit much 

on this hot afternoon.   In biker fashion we saw him 
off with worried utterances of “good luck” and “feel 
better”.  
Linda Wright, our fearless leader for the day, spent 
lot’s of time and did a great job of putting together 
our stops and in collecting great door prizes for this 
day, including an overnight stay at Aeries Winery in 
Grafton.   Why did I jump subjects you ask… well… 
I wanted to let you know what a great job she did. Our 
next stop was “the JemBar” in beautiful downtown 
Jerseyville.  The JemBar donated some awesome 
door prizes and was excited to be a stop on the run.  
However, given the circumstances it was decided to 
cut some stops in deference to the situation.  So please 
ride on up to Jerseyville and head into the Jembar and 
tell ‘em we sent you.  They have great service, great 
drinks and great pizza.  
This brings us the BB’s in Fieldon, IL. If you haven’t 
made that run between Jerseyville and Fieldon and 
then onto Hardin you are missing out.  This route 
offers “just enough”.  You know, just enough curves, 
just enough straight and just enough hills.  BB’s was 
a great support the Relay for Life as they put on an 
awesome feast of Chili Dogs and nacho’s.  The ladies 
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of Relay had also provided numerous Sweets to 
follow up that awesome spice.   
The next stop was to be Big John’s place in Hardin, 
IL  .Again, they donated some great door prizes and 
we are saddened that we didn’t get to stop there this 
time. Have you tried their strawberry Daquiri?  If you 
haven’t get yourself over to Hardin and try them, it’s 
a great ride and the are YUMMY.  
So we headed across to our last stop the infamous 
Hawg Pit BBQ Barn in Grafton.  Thanks Quincy for 
having us.   This group of riders formed friendships 
quickly and look forward to doing the ride again next 
year.   Rita won the hand… everyone got a door prize 
… Cowboy is healthy again … all in all.. a successful 
day.   See YOU on the run next year to benefit Relay 
for Life of Jersey County. 





Continued on page 22

Motorheads 2014
By Jim Furey

What happens the first Sunday in June every year. 
Hmm wait it is coming to me, just a minute longer. H 
yeah I gt it just about the biggest, most fun poker run 
ever held, the Kenny Hoffman Memorial Run hosted 
by the Illinois Motorheads.

I have been an adviser to some charities that held 
runs on this day. To them I said what are you thinking 
why are you going to immediately rule out more than 
1,000 bikes from this metropolitan area. That is right 
without fail for the last few years this ride has blown 
way past this 1,000 bike number. They may not all 
make it to the end but if you know someone that rides 
go to Marine, IL on this day and if you are patient and 

your friend is still alive wait and they will probably 
show up here.

These great guys plan a different route every year, 
one of the big questions is do we go north or do we go 
south this year. It seems to me that this year they kind 
of stayed in between and had a very nice route with 
several interesting establishments.

I know I mentioned earlier that they get over 1,000 
bikes every year and I have seen it grow to this 
number over the years we have been involved. I had 
my doubts this year when I headed out because it 
looked pretty ominous but in fact I probably caught 





more rain riding to the start then I did the rest of the 
day. I guess that just shows that even the Big Guy 
who watches over all of us wanted good weather for 
this run. Well I did get wet but I was at a stop so I 
don’t think that counts.

Of course the ride started out at Phyl’s in Marine, 
Illinois. I have never  checked but I would almost 
wager that the number of occupants of that town 
doubles for a short period on this Sunday. This year 
they also stopped at the Faye Inn in Fayetteville. This 

is a nice place near the corner of ILL 4 and ILL 15. I 
did hang out here a little longer than I planned to as I 
kept checking the sky and folks phones with radar to 
see if it was okay to take off.

Some of the other stops were New Memphis Station 
and it ended at the fairgrounds in Highland. This was 
a fantastic place to end the ride with as much room 
as anyone could possible need. Many establishments 
want to be a stop on this run heck it can probably 
make a bar’s month but the places they stop at need 
to be big enough and be willing to have enough staff 
on hand and then there is one other request the club 
makes.

The Motorheads are a great group of guys and I 
consider many of them to be close friends. They do 
a good job in putting this together but when you get 

this many people together some times 
accidents happen. That happened this 
year and while folks suffered some 
injuries everyone is back in the pink. 
At this point I once again thanks the 
Motorheads for allowing me to be a 
part of their ride and the festivities 
afterward. They are kind enough 
to let me emcee their t-shirt contest 
which is always fun.

Like I said this is a great group to 
party with and if you do not believe 
then come check out their Halloween 
Party which is October 18 at their 
clubhouse at the intersection of ILL 
140 and ILL 160 in Alhambra, IL. I 
hope to see you here.









THE BIKING LIFE IN PICTURES





Upcoming Events
 Weekly Events

Tuesday Bike Night the Third Tuesday of the Monthat Down on 
the Corner n Hwy 96 in Marcelline, IL
Wednesdays Mudbugs Bike Night At Mudbugs, 605 N Main St, 
Caseyville, IL (618) 855-9035
Wednesdays Bobby’s at Buffalo Park on Ill 159 in Maryville, IL 
(618) 855-9035
Thursdays Bike Night at Bikers Corner at 1924 N Vandeventer 
Ave in St Louis, MO
Thursdays Bike Night at Cousins Bar and Grill at 5301 
Caseyville Ave in Washington Park, IL
Thursdays Hardriders call their hotline (314) 340-2000 for info
Thursdays Bike Night at Geos Wings and More on West Main 
in Belleville, IL from 6:30 to 10
Thursdays Crown Royals M/C Bikers Night Out Blues Alley 9053 
Riverview St Louis
Fridays Discounts for First Responders at Mungenst Motors-
ports
Friday Bike Night at Lucky’s 1428 N Illinois St, Swansea, IL
Last Saturday of the month Free Coffee and donuts at Munge-
nast Motorsports

October

4 Make-A-Wish Ride at Ted’s Motorcycle World call for details
5 The Biking Life Rat Run Bike show at the Hawg Pit in Grafton, 
IL
11 Land on Inkin Tattoo Festival at Cahokia Knights of Colum-
bus from 11 to 9 PM
11 Veteran in Need Poker Run at Mile 277 St Louis, MO from 
9:30 to 11 am
11 Hartbauer/McBride Marble Run Party at American Legion 
Post 485, Dupo, IL doors open at 6 PM
12 Bikers for Babies at Dave Mungenast Honda on Lindbergh 
Blvd, St Louis, MO registration at 9 AM ride leaves at 11 AM
12 ABATE Fall Run at Strikers in Bethalto, IL noon to 1 pm
12 Biker Church at the Fairview Heights, IL VFW
18 Geo’s Customer Appreciation Day at Geo’s 4307 W Main 
St, Belleville, IL starts at noon The Biking Life Bike Show live 
music, food and drink
18 Motorheads Halloween Party at their clubhouse in Alham-
bra, IL
25 Bush Pilots Halloween Party at their clubhouse Central and 
Union in Aalton, IL starts at 6 PM
31 Skyriders Halloween Dance at their clubhouse in Livingston, 
IL

November
1 Salty Dawgs Special Olympics Dance more info to follow 
2 TBL Motorcycle Swap Meet at The Loading Dock in Grafton, 
IL gates open at 8 AM for early bird and 10 AM for general 
admission
7 Alton LOH Quarter Auction at Mac’s Time Out, 315 Belle St, 
Alton IL doors open at 6 PM



CUSTOMER APPRECIATION DAY
OCTOBER 18, 2014

  4307 WEST MAIN ST
  BELLEVILLE, IL
  (618) 233 - 9464

FROM NOON TO ????

The Biking Life Bike Show
BIKE SHOW REGISTRATION ENDS AT 2

JUDGING AT 3 
AWARDS AT 4

LIVE MUSIC 

“ALWAYS GOOD TIMES 
TO BE HAD AT GEO’S”

SPONSORED BY YOUR 
FRIENDS AT



An inkling

www.kenstattooshop.net

Bike Night Every Friday

This month’s tattoos adorn the arms of Steph-
anie Marie Holman and her daughter. Its an 
infinity compass..with the elemental colors..
which are silver for north as metal..yellow for 
east as eart..blue for south as water..red for 
west as fire..and brown the middle as wood...
These fine looking pieces of skin art were 
done at Ken’s Tattoos and body Piercing in 
Wentzville, MO.






